
 

 

 

 

 

How can we save ourselves from judgements? 
 

This week Torah portion describes how Yosef became the “second-in-command” after Pharaoh, responsible 

for the bounty of the country. The hunger began, and Yosef’s brothers were forced to go to Egypt to buy 

food. Egypt was the only place where someone could buy food. In Egypt they are summoned by the border 

patrol and sent to Yosef. Upon seeing his brothers, he blames them that they were spies to the land. They 

try to explain that they are not, that they all are one family, one brother stayed home and one was lost. But 

Yosef demands to bring the other brother to him, and in the meantime he will keep Shimon in jail. They had 

no choice but to return home. After a while the hunger condition became unbearable, and Yehuda promises 

his father to lose both worlds (this world and future world) if he won't return the youngest Binyomin.  

Yakov realizes that all these hardships with brothers represent judgments hanging on them. Yakov tells his 

sons to take the few fruits left and says the following words לכם רחמים וקל שקי יתן - (Name of Hashem) will 

give you a mercy. We need to understand why didn't he say give upon you a mercy. Also we need to 

understand if they were going to buy food from Egypt, why did they need to bring this powerful king (Yosef) 

a little bit of fruits. 

We will be able to better understand it with the following story.  

One great tzadik told a story about himself, how he survived the World War II. Just before the war, he was 

learning in one of yeshivas in Poland. The yeshiva didn't have enough place in dormitory for boys, so they 

needed to stay by different families. And the closest location for him was found 40 minutes’ walk away from 

the yeshiva. He would have to wake up every morning 40 minutes earlier than everyone else in order to 

make it on time to yeshiva. The hardest was the winter time, when it was so freezing to walk for 40 minutes.  

One day, one of the boys was leaving and offered his bed in the dormitory of the yeshiva. He got so excited 

and was ready to move his belongings. But one of the boys overheard their conversation and asked him if he 

will agree to have a mercy on him and let him to take this bed, because he wanted this specific bed. As hard 

as it was to walk in freezing cold for 40 minutes, he agreed.  

Word War II began. Nazis came to cities of Poland and destroyed everything on their way. They arrived in 

yeshiva and rolled the boys inside the building and shoot them in lines. Afterward they would throw them 

down from the window. When his turn came, he closed his eyes and said: “Hashem, in the merit that I did a 

chesed with my friend giving away the bed, please save me!" The shooting began and he fell down before 

the bullet reached him... Nazis threw him down from the window on top of other dead bodies. They would 
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leave them laying there till the morning. So be was able to find his way and hide himself from one place to 

the other until the war ended. 

All he did was an act of having a mercy on someone else, just with the bed and in merit of it, his life was 

saved.  

Nesivos Sholom explains: once there will be a mercy in you, it will awaken mercy from Hakodosh Boruch Hu! 

Yakov saw unusual cruelty from the king of 

Egypt, saying that they are spies, putting Shimon 

in jail and demanding Binyomin to come to 

Egypt. He figured that must me that the 

brothers, too, did something cruel, and that's 

why, measure for measure, there are 

judgements on them. That's why he said: 

“Hashem should give you mercy, give you the 

quality of mercy upon others! It was more an 

advice than just a blessing. Because blessing 

won't really work here. The cause of the trouble 

is the way you behaved. And you need to feel 

mercy on someone else. So that’s why he 

suggested them to take some fruits and give 

them to the king, that will be an act of mercy 

giving someone else something. Once they will 

have in them the quality of mercy, then all the 

judgements will disappear.   

The same applies to us, when we want to be 

saved from judgements, we should have in mind 

to have mercy on others and put it into action. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 
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Why are we celebrating 8 days Chanuka? 

Beis Yosef asks a question: Why do we celebrate 
Chanukah for 8 days?  We know that there was enough 

oil for 1 day, so the miracle lasted for 7 days, not 8  
We wake up in the morning with the thought, that today 

is another day to serve Hashem, and there are endless 
issues that have to be taken care of. All these issues are 
here to disturb our serving Hashem with the calm mind 

and concentration. We keep on asking ourselves how 
everything will work out, not realizing that Hashem is in 

total control and is taking care of everything.  
So that’s what the Jewish soldiers-chashmonoim were 
thinking  when they found just one flask of  oil, knowing 

that it was enough for only a day, and that they needed 8 
days to make more pure oil. Nevertheless, they decided 

that they will light the oil that they had, and hoped that 
Hashem will continue to help. The lighting on the first 
day was not miraculous, but it was their emuna and 

bitochon that made the oil burn for another 7 days. So 
the our sages said that Jewish Nation should light the 

menoira for eight days, in memory to this first light 
together with  their emuna and bitochon that caused it 
to burn for seven more days.  And still today, this special 

spiritual light of emuna is shining on us, so we can feel 
closer to Hashem. 
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