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 פרשת פקודי 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 
our dear daughter, Chaviva. 
 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 
 

   

 ”These are the reckonings of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle of Testimony“  )אכ, חל( "אלה פקודי המשכן משכן העדת"
 “Pekudei” comes from “deposit/security” (פקדון).  “These are the reckonings of the Mishkan” – the power of the Mishkan is deposited/entrusted for/to all future generations.  Nowadays, even after the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, we can construct a Mishkan or a Mikdash for Hashem.  Chazal taught: the pasuk, “So said the Lord God: ‘Although I have removed them far off among the nations and although I have scattered them in the lands, I have become for them a minor sanctuary in the lands where they have come’”1 – refers to shuls and study halls.2  

 
 ”Most Important: That We Proceed“ העיקר שממשיכים

 “These are the reckonings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of Testimony” – why is the word “Mishkan” repeated twice?  The pasuk could have read, “These are the reckonings of the Mishkan of Testimony?”  We built the Mishkan and disassembled it.  Construct and dismantle.  Therefore, it is written twice – one for when it is built and one for when it is taken apart.  The Jewish people took down the Mishkan, travelled with it from place to place and erected it – repeating this process, again and again.  The most important element was that they continued - they never gave up.  If a person                                                            
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despairs, it is worse than all of the sins that he transgresses.  When a person throws his hands up and gives up, losing his will – he becomes detached from his inner essence, he is distanced from himself, he loses all of his vitality, he becomes a broken vessel.  He has no one with whom to talk.  Hopelessness is completely losing one’s desires and that - disconnects us from HKB”H.  Without HKB”H – what is left.  Nothing!  We are forbidden to lose our desire.  It is our essential good.  Even after the most serious sin – we must look ahead.  What we want is to not continue to sin – we want to cling to Hashem, to do His will – and that desire is who we are!  Rebbe Nachman said of himself: even if he were to commit the worst possible offense possible, G-d forbid, he would not become dejected at all – he would continue to be the same as he was before.  Only after that - would he do teshuva.   Rebbe Nachman was saying that he would never fall into despair and depression.  He would remain happy because, even after a sin, he would have continued to desire Hashem – and desire is the main element.  We need only do teshuva for the past and continue onward.  The Mishkan itself amplifies a person’s desire to cleave to Hashem in the sense of “draw me (משכני), we will run after you.”3  A person who 
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has desire (רצון) - runs (רץ) after Hashem.  That 
was the power of the Mishkan – it illuminated the desire – it magnified the running.  We are royalty – we are the children of the King of Kings, HKB”H – but sometimes we descend from that lofty station.  Everyone goes through what they go through – we experience downfalls and challenges against our will – and we are expected not to fall into sadness and despair.  If we remain happy – we return to royalty.  How can we hold on to our joy?  We must remember that no matter what happens to us, it is all with the precise Divine Providence of the Creator, Who wants to draw us near, Who never abandons us, Who is always with us.  “This is why they erected the Mishkan each time, they disassembled it themselves and traveled with it from place to place in the dark and desolate desert, a place of snakes and scorpions – and then they would once again assemble it – to teach future generations that even when the Mishkan is undone and destroyed – it still protects them.  If we constantly attach our will to the sanctity of the Mishkan and the Beis Hamikdash and their holy vessels – via that attachment, we can tranquilly traverse all of the deserts, darkness and shadows of death – because one who wishes to approach holiness must navigate these places.”4  A person has incessant aspirations to achieve – but is always made to wait!  We cannot instantly attain everything that we want.  It is fantastic that we want – but we must wait!  Chazal teach that one who comes to be purified is told to wait.  Why is he not welcomed with open arms?  Because we cannot receive without proper prior preparations, without building vessels.  If we would receive without preparing, without desires and longings, without prayers – if we would receive “for free” – we would not appreciate the value.  Rebbe Nachman explained that sometimes the preparation for a mitzvah is more important than the mitzvah itself. 
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There are pauses in life.  Not everything is attainable immediately.  If a person does not recognize the secret of waiting, he has no prospect of getting close to or honestly serving Hashem.  Whoever wishes to draw close to Hashem must know that it is impossible for Hashem to be instantly revealed to him.  We cannot immediately feel Hashem’s love - that Hashem loves us and that we love Hashem.  It takes work and patience.  This does not mean that we wait in ease and comfort.  Within the anticipation – we must endure many challenging occurrences.  At times, we feel that, not only are they not opening up for us, but they are actually pushing us away.  However, if we do not stop fighting, if we strengthen our desires and increase our davening, if we refuse to give up – we will eventually and most certainly enter into holiness.  To get close to Hashem, to merit all of these amazing things within the service of Hashem – is only possible with humility and modesty – by bending our heads.  The phrase, “As Hashem had commanded Moshe” is repeated eighteen times in this week’s parsha.  They did it exactly as Hashem wanted it.  The motto of the Jewish people is “We will do and we will listen.”  First, we do.  Only afterwards, we ask questions.  We forego, we lower our heads, we refrain from retorting, we humbly accept what happens even when it is the opposite of what we prayed for and requested.  Much submissiveness is required on our way to Hashem.  We have so many plans that are repeatedly thwarted because they were not the appropriate plans for us – but really, nothing at all was ruined.  “Hashem, I know that it is all as You want it, not as I do.”  When a person subjugates himself – Hashem is with him.  Modesty and humility help us so that even when others hurt us, mistreat us, humiliate us, degrade us – we proceed forward.  It is preferable to be of the persecuted than to be of the persecutors.  We hear the insults but we restrain ourselves and we continue.  We do not fight.  We do not pursue honor and glory. 
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The entire path of serving Hashem consists of ups and downs – moments of elevation and clinging alongside moments of failure and falls.  Life is a ladder standing on the ground with its head reaching the heavens.  A ladder is impossible to climb except by taking it one-step at a time.  Otherwise, we fall and crash, G-d forbid.  On this wondrous ladder in Yaakov’s dream – Heavenly angels ascended and descended.  Really, the order should have been reversed – they should have descended first, because they were coming down from heaven, and only then should they have been able to climb back up.  This is an indication to all those who desire Hashem, who wish to cling to HKB”H: initially, there is great light – that is the ascent – but the descent follows straightaway.  The Mishkan as it is constructed and the Mishkan as it is deconstructed.  “We must constantly await salvation: ‘and every eye shall look to You with anticipation’5 and ‘because for Your salvation we hope all day long and eagerly await for salvation.’6”7  In the midst of the darkness and the gloom, one theme is requested of us: do not stop seeking Hashem, speaking with Hashem, having emuna that Hashem is with us in our suffering, in our downfall, to have emuna in the promise that Yaakov and all of his descendants were given – “for I will not forsake you.”8  This world is not designed for us to have what we want, for us to succeed or for everything to go well for us.  The world was created for one thing: that we recall Hashem at every moment.  A Jew is forbidden to lose hope.  In his essence, he is good.  A Jew must be wholly confident that he will yet merit everything he wants and yearns for.  A Jew is connected 
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only to good and sanctity – even if the route there is paved with obstacles.  If we fall – we refortify ourselves and begin to climb anew.  That is the path of the Jew who wishes to draw near to Hashem.  With Hashem’s compassion, a great light is opened for us at times.  Then, suddenly, it darkens again, as if the sun set prematurely.  The main thing is to stand firm and know that if we stand strong during a downfall – we will merit getting back up.  Our souls pine greatly for something from above, not for our current reality – but for something slightly beyond us.  If we reach it – everything will be different.  What is this higher reality?  It is holiness, clinging, tzaddikim, HKB”H, the holy Torah, tefilla - all of the amazing things that we wish to achieve.  They are all found slightly beyond than us – and all our toil is to try to grab some of it, to feel it, to long for it, to receive strength from it.  The soul is not satisfied by results – it takes joy in the journey to something higher.  Achievement is not the purpose – rather the desire is.  Desire is the only thing we have from beginning to end.9  How does one become holy?  How does a Jew become a tzaddik?  By not giving up – no matter what happens in his life.  HKB”H does not demand what we are incapable of.  In Heaven, every movement of a Jew impresses them.  A small gesture in our generation is the equivalent of a heroic act in previous generations.  We must strengthen ourselves, we must not despair, we must not lose our emuna or our hope.  We must remember that Hashem is All-Capable.  We must never think that there is no hope.  By the laws of nature, there may be no hope – but if a person wants Hashem and holiness – Hashem alters nature.  Desire is a powerful force.  If a person directs it towards holiness – he will ultimately arrive.  This element of desire that propels us forward is greater than all else, it is unlimited, boundless.  What a person does through tears, hisbodedus, crying, tefillos, 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me strengthen myself towards the path of gratitude.  So often, when I do something that is against Your will, G-d forbid, like saying something hurtful about another, I lose my joy, I lose my bond with You.  Even if I do teshuva and beg to never repeat it – it does not always pull me out of my depression.  However, when I start to say “thank You” for what happened because I acknowledge that everything happens with precise Divine Providence and for the best – I feel better.  Not, chas v’shalom, that the sin is good – but, that I needed to go through it to get a little closer to You, Father, and to have a broken heart, to cry out to You from someplace deeper.  Grant me, Father, the ability to fortify this path of gratitude because it reminds me, each time anew, that whatever happens to me throughout the course of the day is definitely for the best.  This knowledge and repeated gratitude calms me and makes me happy.  Master of the World!  Grant me strong desires for every holy matter.  While I do want them – apparently, not strongly enough.  I do not really fight or daven for them.  Grant me an iron will to fight, with all of my might, for every holy matter: guarding my eyes, my speech and my thoughts, eating properly – E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I-N-G.  To take one area and not stop davening, crying and pleading to help me sanctify it.  Grant me strong desire to correct my character traits, like anger and ego.  They are really one: when do I get angry – when someone does not do as I wish, which is the peak of arrogance.  Help me, Father, to strengthen my awe of Heaven – I am not so afraid, I do not investigate Halachic questions thoroughly enough.  I tend to rely too much on the fact that You love me and that You will forgive my errors.  Help me tremble from any uncertain sin, as I see others do.  

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                                 ב' אדר ב' תשע"ו – March 12, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 

giving charity – can never be taken away from him.  The driving force is desire.  As soon as he accustoms himself to have strong desires for holiness, to get close to Hashem and His tzaddikim – he will definitely be able to overcome all of the obstacles.10  To reach the light – we must traverse the darkness!  It is a law of creation!  HKB”H deals with us in this way so that in our later years we have seen enough darkness to merit seeing great light.  That is what HKB”H wants – for us to see the light – but the light can only be revealed within the darkness.  We must remember that Hashem is always with us – there is no place in the world that does not receive its vitality from the Creator.  There is no place in the world where Hashem’s compassion is not found.  There – in the darkness – in the heaviness – we can seek Hashem.  When we find Him there – we can escape from there. 
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That is HKB”H’s greatest delight: He appreciates the toil we perform in this world: that we struggle with darkness, that we endure difficulties, that we feel like the world is collapsing on us - and yet we proceed.  “I am lost in darkness but I know that You are with me.  I am in darkness but I strengthen my emuna that everything is from You, Father, and it is all for the best.”  Precisely from the midst of the most difficult periods in our lives do the greatest salvations sprout.  We endure difficult times so that we can reveal that, even then, Hashem is with us.  Being a Jew means fighting for our connection with Hashem in the midst of the obscurity and routine.  Despite all of the things that go wrong – we still try to elevate ourselves a little, to feel something, to connect.  We feel numb, we do not feel anything – nevertheless, we proceed and we serve Hashem.    


