
 

 

2. A person realizes that he forgot M”H, right after he said 

the words Baruach atah Hashem Rofeah Choleah. 

Should he finish the Bracha (amoh yisroel) then start 

S”E again or should he just stop where he is and start 

again?  שאלה: הרב שליט"א השיב, דאם נזכר

בשעת אמירת בא"י רופא חולי, ששכח משיב הרוח 
אין לו לסיים "עמו ישראל" אלא יחזור לראש מיד.  
וק"ל הרי לפי"ד החזו"א ]ראה להלן פרק כו, בענין  
מאה ברכות[ גם אם טעה וחוזר לראש מצטרפת  
תפילתו הראשונה למאה ברכות ונחשב לברכה  
ואינה לבטלה, ולפי"ז אילו יסיים חולי עמו ישראל 
תהיה בידו ברכה שלמה, משא"כ כשיפסיק באמצע  
וחיסר ממטבע של הברכה דנמצא שאין זה ברכה  
 כלל והיה לבטלה ממש?.

תשובה: חלילה לעשות לכתחילה ברכה שלא כדין   

New Question:  The Gemarah in Chulin (88:) tells 

us that because Avraham said 

” אם מחוט ועד שרוך נעל ”   

His children merited the mitzvos of ציצית and 

   What is the connection between ?תפילין

מחוט -ציצית   and  שרוך נעל  -תפילין  

 רבות מחשבות

Avraham Avinu was the first one to 

be successful at Kiruv. However, 

how could it be that he was able to 

help so many people, but his own 

relative Lot he had to separate 

from? R’ Ruevan Karlenstein asks 

how could Avraham take Lot with 

him. Didn’t Hashem tell Avraham 

“go from your father’s house,” Lot 

was part of that house. Hashem 

was referring to the Idol Worship 

of “beis avicha”, however Lot 

being a student of Avraham 

detached himself from idol 

worship, therefore Avraham could 

let him join. However, during the 

episode between the shepherds of 

Lot and Avraham, it became clear 

that really Lot was still part of “beis 

avicha” and was part of that 

attitude that Avraham needed to 

separate from. This is why 

Avraham needed to send Lot away.   

Good Riddance  

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת לך לך  

Now is Good 

At the age of 99, Avraham Avinu was given the commandment to give himself a bris milah. 

It is well known that all of the Avos kept the Torah even before the Torah was given. 

Therefore, it seems odd that the mitzvah of bris milah should be different. Why did 

Avraham wait for a commandment from Hashem for this mitzvah more than any other 

mitzvah? 

The Maggid of Kuznetz answers that there is a concept in Shas that one who performs a 

mitzvah which he is commanded to do is greater than one who does it of his own volition. 

When Avraham did a mitzvah, he had in mind that when he would be commanded to do it 

in the future, he would then repeat the mitzvah to be able to fulfill the mitzvah in the 

greatest way possible. Since bris milah is a mitzvah that cannot be repeated, Avraham 

waited to fulfill it until he was commanded to do so. 

The Av Beis Din of Brisk gives a different answer. Bris milah is a covenant between two 

parties. Since Hashem hadn’t yet commanded Avraham to perform a bris milah, there 

weren’t two partners to enter into a bris. Only after Hashem gave the commandment could 

Avraham fulfill the mitzvah. R’ Avigdor Miller uses this idea to explain why we don’t invite 

people to attend a bris milah. “It's a custom not to invite to a Bris because they might not 

come, and to snub an invitation to a bris is a serious thing. Because a Bris is a 

demonstration that you don't find at a wedding or pidyon haben or anything else. 

A Bris is a demonstration between us and Hashem, it's a covenant between us 

and Hakadosh Baruch Hu.” 



The gemara in Brachos (7b) states that Avraham was the first person to call Hashem “Adon” my master.  R’ 

Schwab, in his sefer on the siddur, asks why the great people before Avraham (Sheis, Noach, Mesushlach) didn’t 

call Hashem by this name. He explains that there is a difference between a master and a king. A master has a 

closer relationship with his servant, and the servant knows how his master wants to served. A king has many 

officers under him and numerous servants that tend to his needs.  Avraham was the first to recognize this type 

of relationship between us and Hashem. This is how we have to approach our relationship with Hashem that he 

is our Master and, if we will serve him with the proper commitment and devotion, then hopefully he will give us 

the title servant. This is the greatest praise we can hope for, as we see from the way Hashem describes Moshe 

at the end of his life.   

 When Pharaoh becomes aware that Sarah is not just your ordinary lady, he approaches Avraham with two complaints. ‘Firstly, why didn’t you 

tell me she was your wife? Secondly, why did you tell me she was your sister?’ R’Shlomo Ganzfried, author of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, asks 

why Pharaoh raised 2 complaints. The main problem was that Avraham should have told Pharaoh that she was his wife, it is completely 

irrelevant that she is or isn’t his sister.   

He notes that there is another instance where we have a woman hide her lineage. Esther was instructed by Mordechai not to reveal her nation or 

birth place. The reason for this was to make Achashverosh think that she was embarrassed to say where she came from and thereby he would 

refuse to take her as a queen. Similar to our situation, If Avraham tells Pharaoh that ‘she isn’t my wife’, then Pharaoh might say ‘I won’t take her 

since she probably comes from a lowly family. It would be beneath me to take her’. However, once Avraham says she is my sister this, in fact, 

gives Pharaoh more of a reason to take her since he knows that she comes from good family. This is why Pharaoh complains to Avraham, “Why 

didn’t you tell me she was your wife, and why did you tell me that she was your sister”. 

 Make it Count 

 The giant Og lived a very long time and was present at many events throughout history. In this week’s Parsha we learn 

the secret to his longevity. Og Informs Avraham of Lot being kidnapped. When the pasuk introduces Og, he is called the 

Palit. The gemara in Nidah writes that this Palit is really Og. Tosfos writes that Avraham was baking matzos (which are 

called ugot) when Og came to inform him about Lot’s capture. Therefore, he is called Og after the fact that he came when 

Avraham was baking ugot. The Aruch L’ner asks how it could be that a person gets his name from such an unimportant 

event. Rashi explains that Og really had one (bad) intention when telling Avraham about Lot. He wanted Avraham to  try 

to save Lot and get killed in his attempt, which would enable Og to marry Sarah. The name Og therefore, actually 

represents an important event where we see a person who did a good deed with bad intentions who is rewarded 

handsomely with a long life. How much more so will a person who does a good deed with good intentions are greatly 

rewarded. Every time we mention Og we are reminded of this concept.   

פרשת לך לך          

 

To sponsor future editions email yrichtman@ygft.org 

Two for the Price of One  

 My Master 


