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Say My Name - “For the tribe of Gad, Elyasaf son of De’u’el.” (Numbers 1:14) 

When HaShem commanded Moshe and Aharon to count the Jews, He assigned them a representative from each 
tribe to assist in this task.  Here, the leader of the Tribe of Gad is called Elyasaf son of De’u’el.  In the next 
chapter, he is called Elyasaf ben Re’u’el, with his father’s name changed. 

The commentaries explain that this is the same person, and though the one letter was changed, the meaning 
remains the same, that he “knew HaShem.”   

This teaches us a very special lesson.  If one wishes to “know HaShem,” to get an awareness, understanding, 
and closeness to HaShem, he has to be able to “forget” his own name.  In other words, as long as a person has 
a strong ego, and a desire to be his own person, he will have trouble connecting to the Master of the World. 

Once he doesn’t care about his own identity, however, and is more concerned with who HaShem is than who he 
himself is, he will be able to gain that insight and connection. 

Interestingly, he is the only prince whose name has the letter ‘raish’ in it.  In Kabbalah, the letter ‘raish’ in a 
name is a defense against ayin hara, the evil eye.  Perhaps this is effective because when a person considers 
himself a ‘raish,’ a pauper, and is not haughty, then his humility will offset any negativity others cast at him. 

Can You Hear Me Now? 
The Midrash discusses at great length how wonderful it was that the 
Jews said “naaseh v’nishma,” we will do and we will listen, and 
accepted the Torah even without knowing what was in it.   

A heavenly voice called out, “Who revealed to My creatures this secret 
which only the angels knew, that first they should be obedient and 
only then understand?”  

Then, six hundred thousand angels came and tied two spiritual crowns 
on each person, one for ‘naaseh,’ we will do, and one for ‘nishma,’ and 
we will obey. 

How is it that one can obey the command without knowing what it is 
that’s expected of him?  What can this phrase actually mean? 

The explanation is simple. When one accepts to do whatever it takes to 
make a relationship work, even if it is difficult or goes against his 
nature, he has put the other party’s will before his own.  Angels are 
totally constructed of HaShem’s will, with none of their own, so this is a given for them. 

For the Jews, who are given free will, to make a conscious decision to make HaShem’s will their own is 
a very big deal indeed.  

 

And Yom Tov 

          \/ 



From the Facebuker Rebbe’s Vault of Wisdom: 

I heard a fascinating insight over Shavuos..... 

The Rabbi gave a series of classes on the topic of "a sin that was done with the right intentions". Without going too 

deep here, I wanted to share one insight from the three hours of classes. 

When Lot and his daughters emerged from the apocalypse that destroyed the city of Sodom, we learn that the 

daughters seduced their father because the thought mankind was completely destroyed. Their intent was pure 

despite the presumed impropriety of their actions. 

Take a look at who their aunt and uncle were. Uncle Abraham and Aunt Sarah were world-famous as righteous 

people. Their nephew Lot had many redeeming qualities to the point where he and his daughters merited being 

saved from the fiery end of their city. 

While the daughters may have been justified in committing their incestuous act (and this post is not discussing that 

here; it was 3 hours of classes and you should have been there) they could have hid the act when they realized the 

world was not destroyed by playing off their reputation and that of their illustrious family. They could have 

claimed Immaculate Conception and no one would have ever suspected that anything was improper between 

father and daughter. 

Let us look, instead, to the Torah to see the name given one of the children: Moav.  

Moav means Mai’Av - From my father! Lot's daughter chose to let the entire world know that, despite her pure 

intentions, her son was the product of two humans, a male and female, and not through immaculate conception. 

As a reward for not claiming Divine status for her son and teaching the world that offspring comes from male and 

female humans, she was rewarded that the real Moshiach/Messiah will descend from her.  

Ruth, whose story we read in shul on the second day of Shavuos, was a Moavite princess, a descendant of this 

relationship from Lot and his daughter. From Ruth came King David and the Moshiach will descend from the 

Davidic line. 

Yarmulke tip to Rabbi Yaakov Lehrfield for three awesome classes this Yomtov. - DW 

 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Imagine if I told you this beautiful design to the left just happened 
when a random wind picked up a random piece of paper and 
randomly smashed it against a random mountain.... 

...Our Torah, received in front of over 3 million witnesses 3328 
years ago tomorrow, is filled with such intricate detail and wisdom, 
it could not possibly have been created by a mere mortal... and to 
posit that the world we live just happened to evolve is beyond the 
ken of the rational mind.  

Holy Jewish brothers and sisters... 

Tonight is the anniversary of our wedding with our Creator. The 
Torah is our marriage contract. It is customary to stay up all night to 
study and learn Torah... 

Take a few minutes to print the Torah thoughts from this week (last 
week too) so you will have some learning material. Review it 
tonight with family and friends and renew our vows with our Lover.  

Na'aseh v’Nishma is the secret formula for obtaining G-ds favor. 
Talk with Him thru prayer. Learn His Torah and listen to Him. It's a 
love affair that can last an eternity. 


