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Kedoshim 5777-Making A Fool Of Myself 
 

 

 In this week’s parsha the Bnai Yisrael are 

commanded with many Mitzvos involving 

interpersonal relationships. One of them is 

the prohibition of verbally abusing a 

convert. As the Torah says “Lo Sonu oso” 

- “Do not [verbally] abuse him” (Vayikra, 

19:33). [A convert, of course, is easier 

prey than most because of his/her past, and 

it is understood why the Torah singles 

them out for protection.] The Torah 

continues: “….. Ki gairim heyisem b’eretz Mitzrayim” - “.... For you (too) were 

strangers in Mitzrayim”. Rashi citing Chazal, explains the point of this phrase with 

the famous rule " מּוםֹ ֶשְּבּך ַאל ּתֹאַמר ְלַחְבֶרּך"  - “A blemish of your own, do not say to 

another”. In other words, since a Yid was once considered an outcast and an 

interloper during the time our nation was enslaved in Mitzrayim, it would behoove 

him not to project similar sentiments upon others. This is the well-known idiom 

"The pot calling the kettle black”. The problem, however, is that even though מּום
 is a valid reason for not abusing a Ger, it is most definitely not the reason for ֶשְּבּך ֹ

its prohibition. That is obviously because it’s a plain ol’ nasty thing to do, regardless 

of whether it’s one’s own blemish or not. So, what is the point of the Torah 

emphasizing this additional aspect of the abuse? As a matter of fact, this addition of 

the Torah is misleading, for it suggests that if one does not have the same 

shortcomings as another, well feel free to hurl around that abuse!!! 

 Perhaps we can understand the rule of מּוםֹ ֶשְּבּך in a new light, which will 

also explain why it is being prominently promoted by the Torah. The Talmud 

Yerushalmi (Nedarim, Perek 9) gives sagacious advice on how to avoid being nasty 

to others. It says that if the right hand is cutting meat and in the process mistakenly 

cuts the left hand, would the left hand seek revenge and pick up a knife to slice the 

right hand? Of course not, because it is part of one entity. Similarly, the Bnai Yisrael 

are one unit, and the adhesive that keeps us together is our Creator. Actually, He is 

more than the glue, He is a part of all of us, ergo we are one.  

 The pot calling the kettle black, though not one entity, is a great example of 

this foolishness. For the pathetic pot is just drawing attention to its own blemishes.  

 This is what the Torah is teaching us with its .ִּכי ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים 

comment that we too were in Mitzrayim. It is not giving us the reason for the 



prohibition, but rather advice on how to refrain from it. Says Hashem, you would 

understand us that it is foolish for a Yid who actually was in Mitzrayim, and who 

has the word “Ger” emblazoned on his ID, to use Gr as a pejorative against another. 

 you would understand the foolishness of your -  ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים - Just as - ִּכי 

barbs to those cut from the same cloth, so, too, if you were not in Mitzrayim it is just 

as foolish. Because - ֲאִני ה' ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם - I am the G-d of all of you. I am his G-d and 

your G-d (see Rashi).  I am the adhesive that makes you one unit. And you would 

just be drawing attention to your own shortcomings.  

  

 Says Chazal "מּוםֹ ֶשְּבּך" - [When abusing a Ger] you are foolishly abusing 

yourself. No sane person would do that, so - ַאל ּתֹאַמר ְלַחְבֶרּך - cut it out Charlie and 

don’t sling it at another. You would be literally making a fool of yourself. 

 Oh, for what it is worth the word מּום is a palindrome. The message is simple. 

If I hurl a blemish at another, it automatically boomerangs back at me.  

 For he and me are 1. 
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