
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 כבד את אביך ואת אמך
למען יארכון ימיך )כ:יב(   

Honor your father and your mother,  
so that your days will be lengthened (20:12) 

The reward that is mentioned in the Torah for any Mitzvah such 
as honoring one’s father and mother or sending away the birds and 
so on, is not the eternal reward that is specific for performing a 
Mitzvah, for the reward is not in this world as Chazal teach, it is for 
the day that is totally good and the day that is entirely long. Rather, 
all Mitzvos have to be performed for the sake of Heaven, for the 
intention of the One Who commanded them. The little reward that is 
received in this world is not considered reward and payment, rather 
it is comparable to the meal a king feeds his army. This is not 
counted as payment for service to the king.  

(Chofetz Chaim on the Torah) 

 

Rashi in this week’s Parshah (18:27) teaches that Yisro 

left Moshe to go home and convert his family to Yiddishkeit. 

The Mechilta (Yisro §10) relates that Moshe tried to convince 

Yisro to stay and grow along with Bnei Yisroel. Yisro 

countered that he wanted to leave so that he could inspire his 

children and care for their spiritual growth. The Gemara 

(Kiddushin 29b) states that if one has the choice, that either 

only he or his son can study Torah, he takes precedence over 

his son to learn. Based on this, Rav Yaakov Galinsky 

explained that though Yisro was trying to go and teach his 

children, Moshe was telling him that his own growth should 

come first. We cannot abandon our own growth to enable our 

children’s growth, because they too will become parents only 

concerned for their children’s growth, and so on. Our priority 

has to be that we are ensuring our own constant growth even 

when we are enabling our children to grow as well. 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:52  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:03   Gra: 9:39 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:29 

Chatzos: 12:10       Sh'kiah: 5:11 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:55 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:24  

                                                 (some say 6:36) 
 
 

 
            Next Week: Mishpatim 
              Candle Lighting: 5:00 

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

When one gets an Aliyah and says Barchu while he is 

holding the Torah with both hands, after the congregation 

responds, ‘Baruch Hashem Ha’mevorach L’olam Va’ed’, 

the one getting the Aliyah should repeat that phrase, and 

then continue with the Brachah of ‘Asher Bachar Banu’, to 

which the congregation responds, ‘Amein’. He should then 

let go of holding the Torah with his left hand and only hold 

it with his right hand while the Torah is being read.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:3) 

 

 Shabbos Treasures  

The question has been asked, why is it that on 

Shabbos we have three meals, but the same obligation 

is not required on any of the Yomim Tovim?            

The Me’am Loez (Beshalach 16:36) answers that on 

Shabbos we have a Neshamah Yeseirah, an extra 

Neshamah that is given to us just for Shabbos. 

Therefore, since there is ‘more’ to us on Shabbos, we 

eat more on Shabbos than other days. There is no 

Neshamah Yeseirah on Yom Tov, and therefore there 

is no need for us to have an extra meal. 

 

ישראל בן חנה צירל חייםהרב : לרפואה שלמה  

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

Rav Yisroel Belsky, Shlit”a 

 שבח והודאה

 לה' יתברך!
 

Baruch Hashem! 
Our  5th Year 
Anniversary 

Issue! 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 



  
 

 

 Middos      

The Mishnah in Avos (3:13) says about a person that whenever a fellow man is 

pleased with him, Hashem is also pleased with him. The Yalkut Yehudah asks, does 

Hashem need people to tell Him who is really good? Surely Hashem knows this without 

seeing who is liked by others! Moreover, we know that it isn’t what appears on the 

outside of a person that make him a Tzaddik. There is much more than what appears 

externally about a person, and real greatness comes from winning battles and struggles 

that occur internally in one’s heart and mind. This is something that only Hashem can 

truly know, as Hashem can see the real intentions of a person. Why then does the 

Mishnah teach that Hashem is pleased with someone when others like him? The Yalkut 
Yehudah answers that sometimes people do not serve Hashem Lishmah, for Hashem’s 

sake, but rather, they serve Hashem for selfish purposes. They simply love themselves 

and want the benefits that comes along with being a good Jew. Some people have a 

desire to earn reward in Olam Haba, or seek honor from their peers. These people tend 

to be self-centered, and are usually not beloved by those around them. However, real 

selfless people are genuinely admired and respected by others because they are not only 

looking out for themselves, but they are looking to benefit and help those around them 

as well. The Mishnah therefore teaches us that to test the intentions of one’s Avodas 
Hashem is to see what other people around him think about him. If he is liked well by 

others, then it is clear that this person’s service to Hashem is genuine, and it must come 
from a pure heart. This type of person is certainly beloved in Shamayim as well! 

 

 L’Maaseh 
Rabbi Chaim Levy writes about Rav Ovadia 

Yosef, zt”l, that perhaps he was most known for 

his scope of knowledge, as can be seen in his 

writings where Rav Ovadia may quote over fifty 

sources on a given topic. In Rav Ovadia’s home, 

there were no visible walls or wallpaper, but 

only shelves upon shelves with thousands 

of Sefarim organized in a specific order. Many 

of these Seforim had Rav Ovadia’s handwritten 

comments on the sides of the pages. One time a 

guest walked in to Rav Ovadia and asked him, “I 

heard that the Rav has a photographic memory. 

Is that true? Do you really know all of these 

books by heart?” Those around in the room 

challenged the visitor to try and test the Rabbi. 

He said, “Pick any one of the thousands of 

books, start reading any line you like, and 

Chacham Ovadia will finish it.” The man looked 

around and started to reach for the set of Shas, 

and everyone around started to smile. Confused 

at what was so funny, he looked at them for an 

explanation and one of them said to him, “You 

might want to try something that’s not so easy!” 

Rav Ovadia’s son, Chacham Dovid, once said 

over that his father’s mastery of Torah is not 

only due to having a photographic memory, but 

it is also due to his tireless effort and toiling in 

Torah. Chacham Dovid related that one morning 

he remembers Rav Ovadia did something very 

peculiar. He woke up in a blaze, ran towards the 

sink to wash his hands, recited Birchas 

HaTorah, the Brachos said before learning 

Torah, and rushed to look at a Teshuvah of the 

Rivash. They were all very curious for an 

explanation as to why Rav Ovadia did this, and 

one of the children said, “We know that you 

have a strong love of Torah, but what is the 

urgency this morning?” Rav Ovadia replied that 

the previous night he was struggling to 

understand two seemingly contradictory 

statements by the Rivash that seemed to not be 

able to be resolvable. He said, “I spent much 

time thinking about the issue for a long while, 

and I was able to come up with a resolution to 

the problem. In my sleep,” continued Chacham 

Ovadia, “the Rivash appeared to me in a dream 

and said, ‘You have indeed understood my 

intentions, and there is no contradiction in my 

two statements. It is all clarified in another 

source that I have written’, and he told me where 

he wrote his answer. When I woke up, I 

immediately wanted to check the source the 

Rivash mentioned, and indeed, it was there!” 
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  The Siddur Speaks בס"ד
The Gemara in Bava Basra (10a) says that R’ Elazar used to give a little to 

Tzedakah and then he would Daven after that. The Meiri writes that Tzedakah given 

just before Davening acts as an advocate between the one Davening and Hashem, 

which ensures that his prayers are accepted, because giving Tzedakah creates an Eis 

Ratzon, an opportune time for Tefilah before Hashem. The Sefer Kav HaYashar notes 

that the relationship between Tzedakah and Tefilah, can be compared to the relationship 

between seasoning and food. Just as spices and seasonings brings out the real flavor 

locked in the food, so does Tzedakah bring out the tremendous power locked inside a 

Tefilah. Rav Meir of Premishlan used to say that if we would scrutinize and analyze the 

true intent of every Yid’s prayer, we would find that each one contained an 

overwhelming desire and request for money. However, he would also say, that if we 

closely analyzed the real reason Yidden want that money, we would discover that a Yid 

only wants money in order to give Tzedakah, do Mitzvos, and perform acts of Chessed. 

Rav Meir says, “It is for this reason that we specifically give Tzedakah before we 

Daven. It is so demonstrate and declare to Hashem, ‘It is true, I am Davening for 

money. But what I really want the money for is to be able to give more Tzedakah and 

do Chessed!’ By giving Tzedakah before Davening, it shows Hashem what we will do 

with the money we are asking for!” 
      

 Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
A student once approached the Steipler Gaon and asked for advice on how to battle his 

depression. He told the Steipler that because he was depressed he couldn’t learn Torah 

well, and that only made him more depressed. The Steipler told him, “You are 

depressed, and I’ll tell you why: it is because you are learning Torah in order to gain 

recognition. However, that is not the reason why one should learn Torah. We have to 

look at this world like a marketplace which is only open for business for seventy or 

eighty years, because that is only about how long we live for. We have to be smart and 

grab as many pages of Gemara and Mitzvos while the market is open, because once 

the market closes, we come to a world where nothing else has any value. Money, 

honor, and lineage are not worth anything in Olam Haba. Riches on this world will not 

bring anything in the next world. It is only Torah and Mitzvos that will count. We 

simply have to be good ‘businessmen’ in this world, in order to be wealthy and 

prestigious in the next world. When we keep the right focus and the right goal in mind, 

there is no room for any depression!” 

 

http://www.aish.com/authors/226907751.html

