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FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS 

He was a noted scholar who had 

accomplished much in his Torah-study 

career.  Now he had discovered in an obscure 

tome of Kabbalah that if a suitable person 

were to pass forty days and forty nights 

without uttering a single unnecessary word, 

he would merit the exalted spiritual state 

of ruach hakodesh ("divine inspiration").  

Excited, he decided to attempt it. He spent as 

much of the time as he could studying Torah, 

and avoided social contact as much as he was 

able. The required time period passed 

without mishap, and he exhaled deeply in 

relief. But then he became short of breath 

again, as he began to tremble in anticipation 

of the blessed revelation. 

After the Evening Prayer, he isolated himself 

in his room and waited. And waited. And 

waited.  He couldn't understand. What had 

gone wrong? He knew with certainty that he 

hadn't failed the requirement. Perhaps he had 

miscounted the days?  But another day and 

night went by, and another, and another, and 

still the blessed bestowal did not happen. 

How could this possibly be? 

He decided to journey to consult the 

chassidic rebbe he had heard so much 

about, Rabbi Yisrael of Rhyzhin. When he 

arrived at the Rebbe's court, he was 

astonished at what he saw. The Rebbe lived 

in extraordinary luxury! Home, furnishings, 

clothing and appurtenances were all made of 

the most expensive materials and were of a 

quality fit for the highest level of aristocratic 

decadence. Was this any way for a spiritual 
leader to live, a chassidic rebbe no less? 

He wondered if he had made a mistake in 

coming here, and as the days passed he 

became convinced of it. How could a person 

who lived in such opulent style possibly have 

anything to tell him about divine inspiration? 

He decided to leave for home without even 

speaking to the so-called holy master.  As he 

passed by the Rhyzhiner's house, he saw the 

Rebbe emerge. Four magnificent white 

steeds had been harnessed to a carriage 

worthy of royalty. As the Rebbe was about to 

mount to his seat, he paused, and then patted 

one of the horses on the head, three times.  

This was too much for the frustrated scholar 

to bear. He dashed over to the Rebbe and 

challenged, "Explain to me, please, exalted 

sir, what spiritual work is a chassidic master 

engaged in during the time he is petting a 
horse?" 

The Rhyzhiner gazed at him a moment  

 

before answering benignly, "Ah, but you do 

not understand. This special horse just 

completed forty days and nights without 

uttering an unnecessary word!"  (Retold 

by Yrachmiel Tilles based on oral sources and 

Sippurei Chassidim--Torah #12, and first 

published in Kfar Chabad Magazine - 
English.]   

              "We Agree"                          
[Excerpt from a letter of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 

Shneersohn, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe.]   

My diary records something I heard from my 

famed teacher and outstanding Chassid, Rabbi 

Shmuel Betzal'el (the 'Rashbatz'), which he 

heard from my grandfather (Rabbi Shmuel 

Shneersohn, the fourth Lubavitcher Rebbe - 

the 'Maharash'). These are my grandfather's 
words, as he reported them: 

"One Shabbat when I was eight years old, I 

walked into the study of my father (Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Shneersohn, 

the third Lubavitcher Rebbe - the 'Tzemach 

Tzedek') and found him sitting at his table 

studying the Zohar. Just then my eldest 

brother, Rabbi Baruch Shalom [ancestor of 

the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe], also entered. 

My father closed the Zohar and remarked, 

'When the tzadik, the holy saint of Ruzhin 

says Tehillim/Psalms, all of Creation is 

revealed to him. And when he recites them on 

Shabbat, he sees the spiritual roots of 

everything in this World, and is then able to 

rectify problems directly at their source. Thus, 

any evil decree in this World can be anulled. 

As for me, I agree with the advice of 

the tzadik of Ruzhin.'" 

This rather enigmatic statement has an 

explanation. A remarkable affection existed 

between the Tzemach Tzedek and 

the Ruzhiner, even though they may never 

have actually met face-to-face [and wow!-did 

both of them have remarkable faces! -y.t.]. At 

the time this episode took place, the Jewish 

people in Russia were under the threat of a 

terrible decree that the Czar was about to issue 

against them. The Tzemach Tzedek sent his great 

chassid, Rabbi Yitzchak-Isaac of Homil, to 

the Ruzhiner Rebbe, in order to consult with him and 

devise a plan to nullify the decree. 

The Ruzhiner received Reb Isaac most warmly, as 
befitted a man of Reb Isaac's stature. 

The rest of the story my teacher, the Rashbatz, 

subsequently heard from Reb Isaac himself.  "After I 

relayed to the Ruzhiner exactly what the Tzemach 

Tzedek had assigned me to tell him, 

the tzadik replied, 'Very well, let us say a couple of 

chapters of Tehillim and G-d will open for us the 

"Portals of Light," and we shall see what is going on.' 

"On Shabbat, the Ruzhiner was in the midst of saying 

his customary Torah discourse, when he suddenly 

stopped and ordered everyone to leave the room, 

indicating that I alone was to remain. When they had 

all gone he said to me, 'My opinion is that two 

messengers be sent to the capital where they should 

present such and such arguments, and with G-d's 

help the decree will be abrogated.'  Then he added, 

'By the way, your Rebbe agrees with me.…'"   

[Adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles from Tehillim Ohel 
Yosef Yitzchak and other written and oral sources.] 

Biographical notes: Rabbi Yisrael Friedmann of 

Ruzhin [1797-3 Cheshvan 1850], the great-

grandson of the Maggid of Mezritch, at a young age 

was already a charismatic leader with an enormous 

following of chassidim. He was also greatly 

respected by the other rebbes and Jewish leaders of 

his generation. Six of his sons established Chassidic 

dynasties, several of which -Sadigora, Chortkov, etc- 

are still thriving today.  ---  Rabbi Yitzchak-Isaac of 

Homil [1780-1857], author of Chanah Ariel, was 

such an outstanding disciple of Rabbi Shnuer Zalman 

and Rabbi DovBer, the first and second Rebbes of 

Chabad-Lubavitch, that when the latter passed away 

in 1827, Reb Isaac was seriously considered as a 

candidate for the succession. He refused, instead 

becoming the chassid of the eventual third rebbe, the 

Tzemech Tzedek (see above), who was twenty years 
his junior. 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com 
and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ 
weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 
20th year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-
volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat 
at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

      

Shabbat  T imes –  Noach 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 4:12 5:24 

Tel Aviv 4:28 5:25 

Haifa 4:19 5:23 

Beer Sheva 4:29 5:26 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

In this week's Torah portion, Noach, we 

read, "In the six hundredth year of Noah's 

life... all the fountains of the great deep 

were split and the windows of Heaven 

were opened." The Zohar, the basic book 

of Jewish mysticism, explains that this 

verse refers to the beginning of the sixth 

century of the sixth millennium of 

Creation (the year 5500, 277 years ago). 

At that time, the Divine fountains of 

knowledge would open up, both in the 

celestial spheres and in the physical realm, 

and the world would thus be prepared to 

enter the seventh millennium, the 

Messianic Age. 

The Zohar describes the two types of 

knowledge that would be revealed during 

this time frame. The first is the opening of 

the "gates of knowledge above," referring 

to Torah and G-dly wisdom, and the 

second is the "fountains of wisdom 

below," referring to science and our 

understanding of the physical world. 

Indeed, we find that the world began to 

undergo great changes in the 1700s, just as 

the Zohar prophesied. This was the time 

when Chasidic philosophy began to be 

revealed and scientific discoveries and 

developments began a frenetic pace that 

continues until today. 

This period of revelation of knowledge, 

both G-dly and secular, came about as a 

preparation for the seventh millennium 

and the days of Moshiach. It is easy to 

understand how increased revelation of 

Torah serves as preparation, for the 

Messianic Era is a time when "knowledge 

of G-d will cover the earth like the water 

of the sea." But what has this to do with 

scientific advances and the Industrial 

Revolution? 

A fundamental innovation of Moshiach 

will be that our perception of reality will 

change. Chasidic philosophy explains that 

after Moshiach reveals himself, "all flesh 

will see" - our physical flesh will be 

cognizant of the G-dliness that permeates 

and sustains the entire world. 

Advances in scientific knowledge and 

understanding of the natural world are a 

goodness in the world, he is utilizing these 

revelations properly. 

Our understanding of the dynamics of 

the physical world has increased so that 

we can elevate it more readily. 

Furthermore, the greater our understanding 

of science, the greater our understanding 

of the ultimate unity of G-d and Creation. 

We see in the progress of history the 

positive development of knowledge and 

how it leads to an understanding of G-d. 

"Breakthroughs" in modern science 

continue to prove the unity of all creation 

and, ultimately of G-d. 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

UNIFYING AND PROGRESSING 

 

preparation for this time. Medical, 

astronomic and nuclear discoveries 

have been revealed to man so that 

he can use this knowledge to serve 

G-d. As with everything else, we 

are given the free will with which to 

utilize these discoveries, as 

increased knowledge carries with it 

increased responsibility. When a 

Jew employs modern technology to 

serve G-d, perform mitzvot 

(commandments) and further 

 

AVOIDING ANGER 
One of the things that Reb Baruch, the Alter 

Rebbe's father, noticed about Chassidus is that it 
taught a person to control himself. As he observed 
the heated discussions between his friend Yitzchok 
Shaul (the chossid) and his brothers-in-law (non-
chossidim), he noticed that whenever Yitchak 
Shaul's anger was stirred up, he would suddenly 
close up, as if with a lock and key, and his anger 
would disappear. He explained this to Baruch one 
day, saying, "My father used to say to me in the 
name of the Baal Shem, that anger is a foreign and 
unworthy thing, even when it comes from fear of 
heaven.  He taught me that whenever I get into a 
temper, I should just seal my lips and not utter a 
word. 

Reb Yitzchak of Vorki loved all is fellows so 
warmly, that he never got angry at anyone. Once, 
however, a certain woman bothered him so much, 
that he was forced to rebuke her. "In order to 
become angry," he said, "I must first put on a 
different kapote." So he asked Feivel, his helper, to 
bring him his other coat. When he had put it on, he 
said, "Feivel, now rebuke her for me, please."    

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

clouds and made it possible for the sun’s rays to 

penetrate them so that the rainbow can be made. The 

rainbow, a product of this process of purification, is 

therefore symbolic of the Final Redemption, which 

will come about through the refinement and 
elevation of the physical world.  

Its appearance in the sky is a sign of the imminence 

of Moshiach, as stated in the Zohar: "When a 

rainbow appears with its shining multicolored hues -

- await the arrival of Moshiach." The Messianic Era, 

in which the world will reach unprecedented levels 

of holiness and refinement, is the culmination of 
that process of purification.                                       

(Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

And Noach went in, and his sons, and 

his wife, and his sons' wives into the ark 

(7:7) 

 

A person should not content himself 

with his own entrance into the "ark"-the 

holy letters of prayer and of the Torah, 

but should always seek to bring others 

with him as well, not only members of 

his family but every fellow Jew. Just as 

G-d helped Noach by closing the door 

of the ark after all were safely inside, 

so, too, is every Jew assisted by G-d 

when he comes to the aid of his fellow 

man. 

 
 (Rabbi Yonasan Eibeshutz) 

 
 

I have set My bow in the cloud, and it 

shall be a sign of My covenant between 

Me and the earth...and I will remember 

My covenant... (Gen. 9:13-15)  

What is the deeper meaning of the  

symbol of the rainbow?  Before the 

Flood, the clouds in the sky were thick 

and dense, obscuring the light of the 

sun. The Flood, which cleansed and 

purified the earth, also refined the 

A window shall you make for the ark (Gen. 

6:16) 

 

Hebrew word for "ark" is "tayva," which 

also has the meaning of "word." A Jew's 

job is to make a "window," as it were, for 

the words he utters in prayer or in the 

study of Torah, and to let them illuminate, 

as the sun shines at midday. 

 
(Baal Shem Tov) 

 
 

I will bring a flood of waters upon the 

earth, to destroy all flesh (6:17) 

 

 

Why did G-d choose a flood with which to 

punish mankind? Could he not have 

chosen another method to destroy the 

wicked? The purpose of the flood, 

however, was to purify the world which 

had become unclean and defiled by its 

inhabitants. This is alluded to in the 

duration of the flood, forty days, and the 

requirement that a purifying mikva (ri 

contain at least forty sa'a (a specific 

measure) of water. 

 
 (The Baal HaTanya) 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

The Baal Shem Tov explains that when a person is “flooded” by 

worries of livelihood, the way to be saved from them is through an 

ark. The word ark in Hebrew is “teiva” and it also means “word”. The 

holy words of Torah and prayer are the protective ark of the modern 

Jew. The Torah commands the Jew to come into the ark to save 

oneself from the “flood” of worries and concerns. The way to do this 

is to engage in Torah and prayer, immersing oneself in the words – 

the teivas - he or she is saying. 

 

The Chassidic Masters emphasized the importance of saying 

words of Torah and words of prayer at every possible occasion. 

The Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe would often remind his 

Chassidim that there is a need to purify the air of the world 

through saying words of Mishnah or Tanya by heart even when 

one is in the store, walking in the street, or riding the bus. 

"Everyone needs to remember something by heart (a chapter 

of psalms, Mishnah, Tanya), so that at all times he can think 

about and say the holy letters that are in the Torah." 

 

Holiness Leaves an Impression 
 

Words of Torah also leave an impression in their physical 

environment. The Baal Shem Tov demonstrated this one time, 

while with his students in the field, by showing them a vision 

of many Jews praying together in that same field. He explained 

that the vision of these Jews praying together in that place was 

from more than three hundred years ago. What the students had 

witnessed were not the prayers themselves, for those had risen 

towards heaven. Rather since any holy action leaves some sort of 

impression in this world, the students had seen the impressions that the 

letters of these Jews’ prayers had left in the field. 

 

The Rebbe Rashab, the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, was once walking 

down one of the main streets of a large city.  Afterwards, the Rebbe 

told his son that at a certain place he experienced a moment of 

“enlightenment", probably because at that particular spot, a Jew had 

previously prayed. 

 

The Previous Rebbe commented on this, “that Jew prayed with all 

sorts of distractions from passers-by on the road.  Nevertheless, the 

holy letters of his prayer so purified the air of his surroundings that 

when my father walked there, he was enlightened by a deep thought." 

 

The Power of Letters 

 
The letters of Torah and prayer have the power to make an 

impression on reality because they bring together the physical motion 

of one's mouth with the spiritual fulfillment of G-d's command to us. 

When the body   participates in a commandment like Torah or prayer, 

it becomes identified with the true purpose for its creation.  The more 

a certain physical space is used for the fulfillment of G-d's desire the 

more it becomes identified with this holy purpose. 

 

A place that has had many commandments performed in it, a street 

where many have walked in the performance of a good deed or while 

speaking holy words becomes more identified with its G-dly intent. 

 

When we experience a financial worry or concern, this is a clash 

between our mission and the physical reality that was made to serve 

us. Repeating words of Torah and prayer in our physical space makes 

   THE POWER OF WORDS 

Living in Peace 
G-dliness manifested itself in 

Noah's ark, enabling all of the 

animals to live together 

peacefully. According to Isaiah 

(11:6-9) there will be a similar 

atmosphere in the Messianic Era: 

"The wolf will live with the lamb, 

the leopard will lie down with the 

young goat together with the calf, 

the young lion and the ox; and a 

little child will lead them. The 

cow and the bear will graze, their 

young will lie down 

together...The nursing child will 

play on the hole of the snake, 

the weaned child will  

stretch his hand over the den of 

the viper....for the earth will be 

full of the knowledge of G-d, 

as the waters cover the sea." 

(Torat Shmuel) 

Bliss 

The Messianic era will witness 

ultimate physical and spiritual 

bliss. All will be healed. The 

blind, the deaf and the dumb, the 

lame, whosoever has any blemish 

or disability, shall be healed from 

all their disabilities. 

(Beraishit Rabba) 

 

The Body 
In the days of Moshiach, the body 

too will change. It will be like the 

body of Adam before the sin of 

the Tree of Knowledge, clear of 

any evil. As the Midrash states, 

"His heel threw a shadow on the 

orb of the sun." That is to say, his 

body was nullified to the Divine 

Will even more than was the 

inanimate sun. 

(Derech Chaim) 

 

 

the world around us more holy – making it work with 

us in fulfilling our purpose.  The words of Torah and 

prayer, therefore, become an ark, a vehicle, with 

which to make the flood of physicality our partner in 

bringing us to our intended destination. 

 

For His True Benefit 
The Rebbe Rashab (Rabbi Sholom Dovber - the fifth 

Lubavitcher Rebbe) said:  "When you help a fellow 

Jew in material matters, this is considered doing 

something 'for his benefit'.  When you help a fellow 

Jew in spiritual matters - enabling him to feel the 

warmth of all things Jewish - this is considered doing 

something 'for his true benefit'.  For this goodly deed 

completes the underlying purpose for which his soul 

had come down in the first place - and is true in the 

respect that this deed remains eternal, existing 

throughout the generations." (Iggeret HaKodesh, 

Rebbe Rashab, Vol. 4, p. 465) 

 

The Rebbe Rayatz said:  "Anyone who dedicates 

himself towards assisting others, utilizing Torah to 

enhance fear of heaven and bringing others closer to a 

better knowledge of chassidic teachings - this 

individual is my brother; I am connected to one such 

as this with an everlasting connection." (Iggeret 

HaKodesh, Rebbe Rayatz, Vol. 2, p. 539) 

 

“For His True Benefit” reprinted from Lma’an 

Yishme’u 

  



Chabad of Rechavia, Jerusalem, is hosting a 

book launching event that you must attend. 

The event will be located at 8 Ramban 

Street (under the windmill) on Tuesday, 

November 8th (7th of Cheshvan) at 8:00 

pm.  The famous author, internationally 

acclaimed speaker, chasidic/kabbalistic 

story-teller Rabbi Yerachmiel Tilles, will 

be personally signing his latest book and 

telling some of his best stories. 

 

Rabbi Tilles will be releasing his 2nd book. 

The 2nd book is titled “Festivals of the Full 

Moon” and has 1/3rd more stories than his 

first. This book is focused on stories related 

to Jewish holidays. Rabbi Tilles is one of 

the co-founders of the Ascent Institute in 

Safed (Tzfat), Israel, where on a regular 

basis he teaches, writes and edits, and 

directs/manages: www.kabbalaonline.org 

(affiliated with www.chabad.org). Rabbi 

Tilles is originally from Bronx, NY and 

graduated from Binghamton University (my 

alma mater, Go Bearcats!) where he 

majored in philosophy and was the co-

Book-Signing and Launch captain of the basketball team.  He moved to 

Israel in 1978 and with two other families in 

1983 founded Ascent Institute. Ascent 

received a blessing from the Rebbe which is 

currently on display in the library for all to 

see.   

 

Rabbi Tilles started out writing a column 

about various chasidic/kabbalistic stories that 

received good reviews for many years. After 

getting strong encouragement from family 

and friends (mostly his wife) he decided 

compile his many stories into book form. His 

books are a treasure chest of 

chasidic/kabbalistic stories neatly organized 

into one convenient source which will help 

preserve them for future generations.  

 

Extensive research is done on each story to 

guarantee authenticity. In addition, the book 

has an index to help readers to research the 

stories themselves. Another “secret” gem is 

the appendix section that provides a detailed 

discussion of each Jewish holiday referenced. 

This equips the reader with background 

knowledge of the events that took place 

regardless of Jewish observance/knowledge. 

Hence, anyone can use this book from the 

novice to the advanced Torah scholar. One 

gets much more than a wonderful list of 

stories that can be re-taught, but also a solid 

index which one can use to expand one’s 

research base, as well as a good learning tool 

on the various Jewish holidays/festivals.  

  

Rabbi Y. Tilles book “Festivals of the Full 

Moon” will soon be available on 

Amazon.com, Barnesandnoble.com, 

KabbalaOnline-shop.com, 

Asenctofsafed.com, and at your local book 

store. His books are one of the “must haves” 

of everyone’s personal library collection. 

You don’t have to take my word for it, come 

meet the author yourself in person and hear 

him speak at the book signing event in 

Rechavia and you be the judge. 

By Rabbi Moshe Chacham Moodie 

 

 

 

 
 One of my old-time favorites as a child 

was made by my son in law Shabbat Chol 

HaMoed as a pre- Shabbat treat. It is a 

common kugel in most 

Russian/Ukrainian Jewish homes (he is 

Moroccan). Cook 200-250 grams of thin 

noodles in salted water. Drain and add 1 

tbl of oil, 1/2 tsp salt, 1/2 tsp coarse black 

pepper and 2 to 3 eggs.  Mix. Heat a large 

frying pan and add oil. Pour in noodle 

mixture. Lower heat to very low. Cover 

and cook for 30 minutes. Turn over and 

cook for another 15 minutes uncovered. 

Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I am 42 and a father of 5 children.  I 

have been reading your column (in addition to other 

self-help books and articles) but I just cannot seem to 

apply the information.   My wife will get upset at me 

and it is a knee jerk reaction to defend myself instead 

of empathizing with her.  Or somebody will do 

something that I do not like and I will immediately get 

angry.  I understand theoretically that I choose how to 

react, but I just cannot seem to do it.  I cannot apply it. 

. 

Answer:  We are all in the same boat.  It is not easy 

for any of us. However, Hashem gives us tests to 

enable us to grow.  He gives us challenges that He 

knows we can overcome.  Hashem believes that you 

can do it or else He would not give you these 

challenges.   Believe in yourself – you can do it.  When 

a person believes that they can do something this is a 

tremendous first step to accomplishment.  As my father 

often says, the best time to make a sale is when you 

just made one. 

 

As explained in Tanya, chapter 25, when a wrestler is 

sluggish, even if he is stronger, he will be defeated by 

his opponent.  To overcome one’s negative character 

traits one needs alacrity, which stems from happiness – 

far removed from any trace of worry or sadness.  The 

more you believe and are confident in yourself, the 

better chance you will have for success. 

 

Now, as you said, you feel that the knee jerk reaction is 

the problem.  This is not the first time I have heard this 

and it is a common issue. Emotions are very powerful.  

Chassidus explains that the spiritual source of emotions 

is higher than that of intellect.  They overwhelm a 

person and can create a severe imbalance, kind of like 

temporary insanity.  Many of us have thought after 

calming down, “I wish I had not said that, I only said it 

because I was angry.”  Once we calm down and our 

intellect regains control, we are able to respond in a 

mature and effective way. 

 

Thus, I would suggest, when you find yourself in one 

of these familiar situations, i.e. your wife is upset with 

you, someone is doing something that is upsetting to 

you – do not say anything.  As the Previous 

Lubavitcher Rebbe said, when a person is angry they 

should not speak for a good length of time.  Let the 

emotions calm down and dissipate, let your intellect 

regain control.  Your speech will then come from 

intellect, not emotions. 

 

I know this will be hard.  When we are angry the things 

we want to say seem so right.  You might even think, 

“I will never regret saying this.”  But when we calm 

down we usually realize that we could have responded 

better.  As you know, the goal is that there should be 

peace with our spouse, children and others in our lives.  

The greatest vessel for Hashem’s blessing is peace.  

Getting angry and defending ourselves distances us 

from others.  Empathizing and understanding creates 

closeness.   However, for many of us, the challenge is, 

as you called it, that knee jerk reaction.   

 

Therefore, when you feel angry, do not talk.  Wait for 

the emotions to dissipate and then respond. When you 

do respond you will be responding from your intellect, 

from your mature self. This could take 30 minutes, it 

could take two hours.  However, I believe that over 

time, by practicing this technique you will become 

more in control of your reactions and it will become 

easier and easier to respond as you would like.   Please 
email your questions to 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com - Aharon Schmidt, 

marriage and individual coaching and counseling; 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner –  Making Peace:  Am I obligated to intervene 

and try to make peace between enemies?  Making peace between any two people 

who are in conflict is a great mitzva, and is rewarded in this world – particularly long 

life2 – and the next.  Besides, Chazal have said that peace is an essential vessel to receive 

Hashem's blessings.  The Rebbe points out that the supremacy of peace can be deduced 

from the strong opposition to it, and it therefore requires special effort.   Chazal say that 

unlike all other mitzvos where our obligation is defined by time or circumstance, 

regarding peace we are commanded in Tehillim, "Seek out peace and pursue it." 

Although Ahavas Yisroel only obligates a person if the recipient is interested, here one 

should try to bring peace even if both sides aren’t interested.  If however it may backfire 

against him, he is not obligated to interfere.8 Rabeinu Yona writes that every community 

must elect people whose job it is to make peace between rivals.  Is the mitzva just to stop 

the quarreling or to make the two sides into friends? Poskim conclude that although one 

has surely fulfilled a mitzva by putting an end to a quarrel, the ultimate fulfillment of the 

mitzva is to cause them to love and respect each other.  If this mitzva is so special, why 

don't we recite a bracha over it?  Several reasons are given: (1) It will appear as if one is 

thankful for the quarreling that made the mitzva possible.  (2) One is not certain that the 

two sides will actually make peace.  (3) The actual peace is made by the two parties and 

the peacemaker is only a facilitator.  (The first and third reasons also explain why a 

bracha isn't recited for the mitzvos of bikur cholim and nichum aveilim.) 

(by Chaim Hillel Raskin, Moreh Hora’ah – Beis Horaa Rechovot, reprinted from 

Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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