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     HALACHOS OF MA’ASER KESAFIM     

Continued from Previous Week… 

1) If one pledged money toward the building of a Shul or a Mikvah, if he/she had in 

mind at the time of the pledge that it would be paid off with Ma'aser money, it may be 

paid off with Ma'aser according to all opinions. 

If he/she did not have this in mind at the time of the pledge, there is a dispute 

amongst the Poskim if Ma'aser money can still be used.  

The prevalent Minhag is to be lenient in this matter and allow the use of Ma'aser 

money. (Ruling of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach Zatzal)  

2) Some Poskim maintain that it is best  not to use Ma'aser money for the building of 

Shuls and Mikvaos, unless the construction of the building will be delayed due to  lack 

of funds, then according to everyone you may use Ma'aser to expedite the building 

process. (See Shu"t Teshuvos V'hanhagos Vol. 1 Siman 578 where he differentiates between a 

regular shul building and a huge, magnificent one. See also Shu"t Kaneh Bosem Vol. 3 Siman 84 

for more about this)  

3) One may not use Ma'aser money to pay a Sofer (scribe) to write a Sefer Torah for 

himself. (Netziv in Shu"t Meishiv Davar Vol. 2 Siman 75. See also Shu"t Shevet Haleivi Vol. 3 

Siman 147)  

However, regarding the  use of Ma'aser money to help a Shul pay for a Sefer Torah 

that will be used publicly, the Poskim are lenient and allow it. (Shu"t Shevet Haleivi 

ibid.)  

4) One may hire a tutor to teach Torah to children of poor people and pay him from 

Ma'aser money. In fact doing so is a great Mitzva. (Chofetz Chaim in Ahavas Chesed Vol. 2 

Perek 19:2)  

5) According to many Poskim, it is permissible to give Ma'aser money to your children, 

relatives or any Talmid Chacham to form a "Yissachar-Zevulun" partnership (where by 

supporting the one learning Torah, the "Zevulun" gets an equal part of the reward of 

all the Torah that is learned by the "Yissachar") (Shu"t Chelkas Yaakov Yoreh Deah Siman 

137. See Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 4 Siman 37 at length for a more detailed discussion 

about this) 
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Some Poskim, however, disagree and maintain that since both "partners" are profiting 

from this "deal", Ma'aser money may not be used. (Psak of Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach 

Zatzal in Shu"t Minchas Shlomo Vol. 2 Siman 97:11) 

6) A father may not use Ma'aser money to purchase a pair of Tefillin for his son, as this 

is an obligation on every father. (Shu"t P'As Sadecha Siman 118 based on Shulchan Aruch 

Orach Chaim Siman 37:3) 

However, if a father can only afford an average pair, he may purchase a "Mehudar" 

pair and pay the difference in price between the  two pairs from Ma'aser. 

One who can financially afford the better pair, should not use any Ma'ser at all  for 

their purchase. (ibid.) 

Rabbeinu Tam Tefilin may not be purchased with Ma'aser money (Psak of Rav Chaim 

Kanievsky Shlita) 

7) One who is making a Seudas Mitzvah (e.g. Bris, Bar Mitzvah [according to some 

Poskim], Siyum on a Mesechta where 10 people will participate, etc.) may not pay the 

expenses of the meal with Ma'aser money. 

However, if in order to  avoid family[or other] conflict, one is compelled to invite more 

people than  originally planned, half of the  additional costs may be taken from 

Ma'aser. (Shu"t Hagr"i Gans based on Ahavas Chesed Vol. 2 Perek 19:2. See also Shu"t 

Chasam Sofer Siman 231) 

8) Ma'aser money may be used to purchase kosher food for Jews 

who aren't accustomed to eating Kosher. (Psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal quoted in 

Kuntres Am HaTorah Mahadura 2 Choveres 11) 

…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 
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