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HARAN LEARNS DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE THE HARD WAY 
 

וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו בארץ מולדתו באור “ 11:28

 ”כשדים

“Haran dies in the presence of Terach his father, in 

his native land – in Ur Kasdim.”  Rashi quotes a Medrash explaining 

the words, “על פני תרח אביו” – that Haran died through his father – 

because of his father.  According to many of the Rishonim, this was 

the first of Avrohom’s ten Nisyonos, tests, which he passed. 

Avrohom was thrown into a fiery pit and miraculously emerged 

unscathed.  While Avrohom was saved, his brother was killed by fire 

during this incident. Haran chose to side with Avrohom, though he 

was not saved from the fire and perished in front of his father, 

Terach.  The great miracle that occurred for Avrohom, and how he 

smashed the Avodah Zarah of his father Terach, is not stated 

explicitly in the Torah.  Why does the Torah not state explicitly that 

Avrohom stood up for the sake of Hashem, and how he was 

miraculously saved?  Rashi says that Haran was asked who he was 

with, and Haran responded that he was with Avrohom, for he saw 

how Avrohom was saved.  Haran was not saved, and was killed by 

fire.  Why did they ask Haran anything – when the whole incident 

occurred because Terach told Nimrod that Avrohom smashed his 

idols, and Haran apparently had nothing to do with that?  Why 

wasn’t Haran saved along with Avrohom?   

 Terach was a manufacturer and seller of Avodah Zarah.  

One time he left his store, and placed his son, Avrohom, in charge of 

the store.  If someone wanted to purchase an idol, Avrohom would 

ask him his age.  Whatever age the person was, Avrohom would 

answer back, “Woe is to the man who is such and such years old, 

and wishes to bow to that which is a day old.”  Whereupon the 

person would be embarrassed, and would not purchase the idol.  

One time, a woman came in carrying a large plate of flour and 

wanted to offer it before the idols.  Avrohom took an axe and 

smashed all the idols, except for the biggest one there, and placed 

the axe in the hand of that idol.  When Terach returned and saw that 

his idols were destroyed, he asked Avrohom who did it.  Avrohom 

explained that a woman came in wanting to offer flour, and all of 

the idols wanted to eat first, so the largest idol smashed all the rest 

of them so he could eat first.  Terach asked Avrohom why he was 

making fun of him, for the idols do not know what is happening 

around them.  Avrohom retorted, “Did your ears hear what your 

mouth just said? You yourself said that these idols are really 

powerless – so how can you worship them?”  Upon hearing this, 

Terach brought Avrohom to Nimrod.  Avrohom and Nimrod had a 

dialogue, and Nimrod was not happy with the words of Avrohom, 

and cast him into the fire saying, “Let the G-d to Whom you bow 

come and save you.”  While this was happening, Haran was thinking 

that he would side with Avrohom if he lived through the fire, and if 

not he would side with Nimrod.  When he saw that Avrohom was 

saved, he sided with Avrohom and was promptly cast into the fire, 

where his innards were burned.  (Medrash Rabbah) 

 The words, “אור כשדים” alludes to great miracles in which 

Avrohom was Zoche to there.  Why weren’t these great miracles 

stated explicitly in the Torah, just as we see the miracle of Chananya, 

Misha’el, and Azaryah, who were saved from a fiery pit, and it is 

stated explicitly in Sefer Daniel?  Had the miracles of Ur Kasdim been 

written in the Torah explicitly and at length, that because Avrohom 

broke the Avodah Zaras and was thrown into the fire, and was 

miraculously saved, it would have appeared that according to the 

letter of the law, Avrohom was obligated to do what he did.  It 

would have appeared that every Yid has a responsibility to put 

himself in harm’s way, if need be, and to chase after any opportunity 

to perform a Kiddush Hashem.  The truth is that this is not so, for 

one is not required to place himself in a position where he is then 

required to be Moser Nefesh. (Shlah Hakodosh) 

  “Who killed Haran?”  When Avrohom was cast into Ur 

Kasdim, a fiery pit, Hakodosh Boruch Hu revealed himself and saved 

Avrohom.  While Avrohom was in the fire, Haran was standing there 

mourning and worrying what would happen to his brother, 

Avrohom.  He was greatly distressed that Avrohom was going to be 

burned.  When Avrohom emerged from the fire unharmed, the 

people thought that perhaps the reason that Avrohom was not 

burned was in order to save his brother the pain of seeing his 

brother being harmed.  Immediately a fire came (not from the 

people but from Above), and burned Haran in order to eradicate 

that thought from their minds.  Others explain that the people 

thought that the progeny of Terach had a special power in that fire 

could not hurt them, being that Terach toiled in creating and serving 

Avodah Zara.  They wanted to test this theory out, to see if Avrohom 

was saved because he was a child of Terach, or was there something 

unique and special about Avrohom.  They therefore took Haran and 

threw him into the fire.  When they saw that the fire killed Haran, 

they recognized that Avrohom was saved from the fire only because 

of Divine intervention.  The world knew on that day that it was only 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who saved Avrohom, and all realized that it 

was Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who runs the world, and they need not 

fear Nimrod or anyone else.  They told Avrohom that they realize 

that his G-d is the real G-d of the world, and asked Avrohom to teach 

their children his ways.  Avrohom did so, and made many Geirim.  

(Zohar Hakodosh) 

Avrohom was a man on a mission.  He searched for the true Master 

of the world, and he found the Master – Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  He 

went and destroyed the Avodah Zara of Terach, for he wanted to 

make a point that the Avodah Zara had no power, and were 

certainly not the masters of the world.  By doing so, he placed his 

life in danger, and was cast into a fire.  He was not commanded to 

do so by Hakodosh Boruch Hu but did so out of his own volition.   

This Nisoyon is not mentioned explicitly in the Torah, for 

while it was indeed a great deed, Avrohom was not commanded to 

do so, as opposed to the other Nisyonos where there was a direct 

command. Although Avrohom was not commanded to risk his life, 

he was saved because he was in fact prepared to be Moser Nefesh 

for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Haran, either burned by a fire 

from Shomayim, or thrown into the fire like Avrohom, was not really 

prepared to be Moser Nefesh. He inherently chose the Avodah Zara.  

However, when he saw what happened with Avrohom, he said he 

was on his side, for he wanted to be on the winning side.  There 

needed to be a clear sign that Avrohom was a true Eved Hashem, 

and Haran was not – and therefore he was killed.  Through this great 

miracle, Avrohom was Zoche to continue doing what he wanted to 

do, make Hashem’s Name great in the world and bring people close 

to Hashem.  May we be Zoche to be a true Eved Hashem, like 

Avrohom Avinu.   


