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Acquire Faith – קנה אמונה 
With feelings of gratitude to the wonderful parsha sheet that instills in 
the hearts the concept of Hashgacha Pratis – Divine Providence – I 
write a short story that demonstrates this point. 
I sent my son to the next building to buy a carton of eggs. My son came 
home excited with a hashgacha story and this is what he said: 
Mother, you will not believe the hashgacha pratis story that just 
happened to me! I knocked on the door of the store and a second later 
someone else came to buy eggs, I asked for a carton and so did he. 
There were only two cartons left in the store so I bought one and he 
did too. Had I been delayed a little we would not have eggs now. 
Ima! You must send this story to Tiv HaHashgaca! Truly amazing!!! 

 ל.י.

Moving from hand to hand –  ליד ומידנייד  
The cell phone had seen better days, it had been dropped dozens if not 
hundreds of times and it was almost totally destroyed, the display only 
showed half the numbers, the case was held together with various tape 
and Baruch Hashem the ringer had already stopped working. He knows 
when someone is trying to reach him when the display lights start 
flashing. 
So why doesn’t he get a new phone? Because he is a young man in 
kollel hunched over his studies for all hours of the day and he argues 
that the phone still serves his needs as it is turned off when he learns 
and when he davens and it is only on at home, so why should he buy a 
new phone when there are more important things on which to spend 
money?! 
One day I asked him to leave his cell phone for my son who was 
supposed to go out of town and I wanted to have a way to stay in 
touch with him and make sure everything was all right. My son came 
home upset because the bad phone fell out of his hand and then died. 
“I know that Father is smiling and saying everything is for the best, but 
the reality is that I caused the phone to stop working!!!” My son 
complained and he called his friends to see if anyone had an old cell 
phone not being used that they were willing to sell at a nominal price. 
As luck would have it, my son came home quite pleased and no longer 
had a long face, Father asked him what changed and my son related 
what had happened. The young man took out a new cell phone from 
his pocket and approached my son to insert the SIM card from the old 
phone. 
To everyone’s surprise, he said that on the way to the house someone 
came to him and gave him a new phone [a kosher one – of course], 
when he asked why, he was told that someone gave it to him and 
requested that it be given to the first young man that he saw, Heaven 
arranged that he would be given a new phone in the original package. 

 מ.א.
 

One flask of oil – פח אחד של שמן 
HaGaon Rebbe Dovid Soleveitchik relates that during the war 
outside of Israel a young man entered the Bais Midrash to 
learn. A man approached him and asked him if he wanted to 
eat. The young man replied that he accepted upon himself 
out of Bitachon – Trust – that he would not eat in people’s 
houses, he would only eat what is brought to him in the Bais 
Midrash. That man said to him, ‘How did it enter your mind to 
accept something like this upon yourself during these 
turbulent times? If someone wants to give you something to 
eat, you should be happy.’ The young man replied that he is 
not ready to change his decision since this was a complete 
acceptance and he will withstand it with all his might. 
After a while, the same man brought this young man a meal in 
the Bais Midrash. The young man asked, ‘What happened that 
you decided to bring me food?’ The man replied, ‘I thought to 
myself that this was having pity on a young man sitting in 
hunger and because of his Bitachon I should not bring him 
food?... and so, I myself bring you food to sustain you.’ 
From the miracle of Chanukah, it is possible to be very 
strengthened in Emunah and Bitachon – Faith and Trust. 
When they found the small flask of oil there was much doubt 
whether to light the menorah or wait for new pure oil, and 
they established that now the menorah had to be lit, even if 
the oil that they found was enough to last just one day, and if 
they light it today, what will be tomorrow? Nevertheless, they 
decided to light it, for it was HaKadosh Baruch Hu that 
performed a miracle and sent them one flask of oil, and it 
must be His will that they light the menorah now, and if 
tomorrow there will not be oil, that is not our concern, and 
just as HaKadosh Baruch Hu could send oil for one day, so too 
He can send oil for eight days. 
Everyone faces difficult times, and sometimes it seems to the 
person that chas v’shalom the bad times are doing him in. 
During difficult times, we must strengthen ourselves and think 
‘What does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you?’ What is wanted of 
me now, and if there a small opening of salvation, we have to 
grasp it with all our might, even if it seems to us that this is 
only a temporary salvation, we must remember that ‘it is not 
up to you to finish the work’ and Hashem Yisbarach in His 
mercy will finish the rest, and then you will see that a little bit 
of oil can light for eight days. 

- Tiv HaMoadim - Chanukah 
 
 
   
 

 



 

 

לתורה גיקדושה סי  

Sanctity is a protective fence for Torah  

 
)לז:ב(תולדות יעקב יוסף וגו' אלה   

These are the offspring of Yaakov, Yosef… (37:2) 
One can say that this posuk is a hint that the main attribute of the 
Tzaddik is that he guards his sanctity which is the character trait 
of Yosef. The essential offspring of the righteous is their good 
deeds, as brought down in Rashi above (6:9) and in order that a 
person is prepared for this it is first incumbent upon him to 
prepare an appropriate container for this. This container is the 
character trait of Kedusha – sanctity. As HaRav HaKadosh 
HaRebbe Rebbi Elimelech wrote in the customs of people, and 
amongst his words it states that a person must repent greatly for 
his impairment to sanctity, and as long as he has not properly 
repented he does not merit to fulfill the Torah properly. For even 
if he learns and he teaches others, still, when it comes to action 
he forgets what he has learned previously, and he does not fulfill 
the laws of the Torah properly. We find that according to this that 
Kedusha – sanctity is the means to fulfill the Torah and the 
Mitzvos. 
This is the intent of the posuk when it states ‘These are the 
offspring of Yaakov, Yosef’ for as we have stated, the offspring of 
Yaakov are the good deeds of the Tzaddik, and in order for it to 
have substance, that is, that there should be some reality to it, 
there was a need for him to have the trait of Yosef which is 
sanctity, for in the merit of this, he was worthy to have that which 
he learned be fulfilled properly. 
We can also say that the intent of the posuk is to teach the person 
that if he wants to attain lofty levels in Torah he must be careful 
regarding Kedusha and Tahara – sanctity and purity. The trait of 
Yaakov is truth, and truth is Torah, as is stated (Malachi 2:6)  תורת

ואמת היתה בפיה  – ‘The teaching of truth was in his mouth’, we 
find that Yaakov was in the category of Torah and it is to this that 
the posuk states ‘these are the offspring of Yaakov’ - that if you 
want to merit that the Torah should be in the category of Yaakov, 
‘Yosef’ – then it is incumbent on you to be careful regarding 
sanctity which is the trait of Yosef. 
Similarly, we see by Yosef himself as Rashi explains on the posuk 
 since he was a child of his old age’ and‘ – 'כי בן זקונים הוא לו' (37:3)
Targum Onkelos explains ‘he was a wise son’ for whatever Yaakov 
learned by Shem and Eiver was transmitted to Yosef. Yaakov 
studied in the Bais Midrash of Shem and Eiver for fourteen years 
besides the decades that he sat in tents as he was already 63 
years-old when he arrived at the Bais Midrash of Shem and Eiver. 
With his broad mind and after many years delving into the Torah 
he was able to reach great heights as explained in the Midrashim 
of Chaza”l that all those years he did not sleep for an extended 
time, he only took brief naps, and we find that he strived for 
fourteen years straight without interruption and whatever he 
attained he transmitted to Yosef. Yosef was only seventeen-years-
old when he was separated from his father as the parsha goes on 
to explain all that happened to him that year and he had already 
earned to attain all that his father had taught him from his 
fourteen complete years of study in his old age when his mind 
and his understanding was so broad. Whoever considers this 
realizes that this was not a natural occurrence, rather, it proves 
that it was his character trait that stood for him, for the sanctity is 
the means to attain the Torah, and according to how a person is 
careful with sanctity, so too is his success with Torah. 
 
 

We see this topic hinted at several times in the Zohar that Torah and 
sanctity are dependent one on another, how often is it mentioned in 
the Zohar that the body and the covenant are one, and the body 
mentioned there is ‘Tiferes’ – ‘Glory’ which is Torah and it is one 
with the trait of Sanctity which is the Holy Covenant. 
This is the intent when the parsha continues (37:11)  ואביו שמר את'

 but his father waited for the matter’ and Rashi explains that‘ – הדבר'
‘he was waiting and looking forward to when it would come true’. 
This was after Yosef related his dream to them in which he saw that 
they all bowed down before him, and Yaakov who knew that the 
trait of Yosef was Kedusha, and only through this trait was there the 
means to be able to properly earn the Torah, therefore, he was 
looking forward to when they would all bow down before him, for 
this matter alludes to the acceptance of the yoke of sanctity, and 
Yaakov wanted all of them to accept this yoke upon themselves so 
that they could all merit the Torah. 
Therefore, after this when Yaakov thought that a wild beast had 
devoured him, he refused to be consoled, for he knew that without 
the trait of Yosef Israel would be lacking the proper container to 
attain the Torah, and he was concerned that chas v’chalilah perhaps 
the Torah would be forgotten from Israel, and at the same time all 
his attainment would be for nothing chas v’chalilah, for all that 
Yaakov attained was for the sole purpose of establishing the Nation 
of Israel through the Twelve Tribes of Hashem – "ב שבטי י"הי  – and 
the establishment of this nation would only be through the Torah. 
The Torah is the purpose of the Chosen People and it is given to 
them to help them withstand all situations, and we find that since 
Israel now lacked the strength to attach to the Torah it will thus not 
stand up for them, and their purpose will not come to fruition chas 
v’chalilah, so therefore, he refrained from being consoled for he 
innocently thought that his world had been destroyed. 
Behold, the basis for sanctity and how a person can attain it is hinted 
at in our parsha (38:21) 'איה הקדשה הוא בעינים על הדרך' – ‘Where is 
the woman of ill repute, the one at the crossroads by the road?’ and 
as explained in the Sifrei Chasidus that hinted here is that if a person 
asks ‘where is holiness’ than how can he elevate in levels of holiness, 
and the answer to this is that ‘the one whose eyes are on the road’ 
that when you are traveling on the road you have to sanctify your 
eyes to heaven, and then you will earn holiness, as the impairment 
in sight causing stumbling in sanctity as stated by Chaza”l 
(Yerushalmi Berachos 1:5) ‘The eye sees, the heart craves and limbs 
complete’. Therefore, when a person goes out to the streets of the 
city he must think about what he is doing, and he must think about 
what might happen if he does not guard his eyes properly, and he 
must be careful not to gaze at everything that happens on his way, 
and then he will automatically earn Torah and Holiness.  
It is not possible for a person to know the extent of the effect of 
keeping one’s eyes holy while walking in the streets of the city, and 
he does not know how many challenges will confront him if he goes 
without the yoke of Heaven, and the extent of deterioration caused 
by gazing at something impure. It is possible that a person like this 
who guards his eyes is completely unaware of the traps set by the 
Inclination, and by guarding his eyes he is saved from it and he is 
called ‘holy’ and all his success from that point on is due to that 
guarding, as the appellation of ‘holy’ a person does not acquire by 
‘doing good’ rather only from ‘turn from bad’ as we see by Rabeinu 
HaKadosh who did not accept this appellation in matters of holiness, 
and this applies to everyone of Israel if they would only be stringent 
on the ‘turn from bad’ so as not to stumble. 
Therefore, it is an obligation that a person accepts to guard his eyes, 
and in this merit may we be successful in the Torah and in giving the 
Torah.    
 


