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Parshas Shoftim 

The Key to Salvation 

We were standing under the awning in front of 

Gourmet Glatt waiting for the rain to stop. This 

story happened around two weeks ago. It had been 

a beautiful morning. I was babysitting my kids and 

decided to take advantage of the nice weather to 

take an extra-long walk. Our trek ended half a mile 

from my home at Gourmet Glatt. Shortly after we 

arrived it began to pour. We finished our shop and 

we waited about half an hour hoping that the rain 

would stop. That’s when my three month old began 

to cry, a glance at the time told me that she was 

overdue for a meal. We couldn’t wait to walk 

home; we needed to get home now. What to do? 

Should I call a car service? Who knows how long it 

would take them to come. Besides, how likely 

would it be to get a car service with three car seats?  

It was then that I decided to use my bitachon card: 

I thought to myself ‘Hashem is all-powerful, He 

can arrange a ride’. One minute later I saw 

someone I knew running into the store. I was 

thinking of stopping him but I thought, ‘he looks 

like he is in a rush, why should I inconvenience 

him before he starts his shop? Besides, he doesn’t 

have three kids so he wouldn’t have that many car 

seats. Hashem can provide, I don’t need to settle 

for this less than optimal situation.’ Less than a 

minute later another friend came walking out of the 

supermarket pushing his cart. I asked him for a ride 

and he graciously led me to his mini-van. He 

opened the door and sure enough there were 

exactly three car seats inside. Hashem can provide 

us with all our needs; we just have to trust in Him. 

When Klal Yisrael go out to battle all sinners are 

sent home. The Gemara )סוטה מ"ד ע"ב( specifies, 

“One who talks between donning his tefilin shel-

yad and his tefilin shel-rosh is banned from the 

battle.” Why does it choose specifically this 

example?  

Tefilin testify to Hashem sovereignty over the 

world (see 'שו"ע כ"ה ה). Hashem has two ways of ruling 

the world; one is openly; in a miraculous fashion, 

the second is in a hidden manner concealed in the 

guise of nature. The )משך חכמה )שמות ג' י"א explains 

that these two conducts are represented respectfully 

by the two tefilin. The halacha is that the tefilin 

shel-yad is supposed to be concealed; it represents 

Hashem’s hidden hand which is concealed in the 

guise of nature. The opposite is true by the shel-

rosh; it remains uncovered. The posuk says in 

regards to it that all the nations of the world will 

see that the name of Hashem is called upon you. 

The shel-rosh represents Hashem’s conduct of 

open miracles. 

In essence there is no such thing as nature; 

everything is Hashem’s doing (see פר' בחקתי המשך חכמ ). Yet, 

when we see something that is out of the ordinary 

we get excited; it awakens our emotions. This point 

was brought home to me several years ago. I was 

on an airplane heading to Eretz Yisrael. I noticed 

that the bathroom sign that was red had turned 

green. I realized that the sign was wired to the 

bathroom door and when it was locked the sign 

turned red. I was astounded by this simple 

invention and was excited over the inventors 

brainstorm in connecting the sign with the lock. 

Then it hit me. Here I am in a tin can flying 

through the sky at an altitude of 39,000 feet, going 

at a speed of over five hundred miles an hour, 

landing half-way across the world and yet, it 

arouses no emotion. Then I notice a wire connected 

to a lock and I am blown away. What’s with me?  



ציון בן צבין לעילוי נשמת ב  
 לרפו"ש בקרוב לבלה בת מינקה בתושח"י

To subscribe: email rjosilowski7@gmail.com 
For questions or comments please call 773-578-3620 

Of course the answer is: what we are accustomed to 

is taken for granted. Everything that happens in this 

world is directly orchestrated by Hashem. Yet, 

since they are everyday occurrences we do not even 

think about them. If we were to be cognizant that 

everything is Hashem’s doing, we would 

automatically place our trust in Him. A true ba’al 

bitachon realizes that there is no difference 

between nature and miracle; both are equally 

Hashem’s hand. 

Perhaps this is why we are not supposed to talk 

between donning our tefilin shel-yad and shel-rosh; 

it is to show that in essence there is no difference 

between these two conducts of Hashem. One who 

talks between them, is displaying that in his mind 

there is a difference between the two conducts as if 

to say ‘nature plays a role’. Klal Yisrael wins wars 

through the power of our bitachon. If a soldier 

thinks that it is his physical might that will win the 

war it is a recipe for disaster. Thus, one who talks 

between donning his tefilin is barred from the 

army. 

This thought is reflective of a profound insight 

from R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz. The midrash וט שמעוני ק)יל

(שמואל ב' רמז קס"ג  relates the approach to war of four 

different kings. Dovid said, ‘I will go out to war 

and I will not return until I destroy the enemy’. אסא 

said, ‘I can’t kill them; I will pursue them and You 

will kill them. יהושפט said, ‘I can’t even pursue 

them, I will sing shira and You will do’. 

Chizkiyahu said, ‘I can’t do anything; I will lie in 

my bed and You will destroy them’.  

It would seem like Dovid had the least bitachon 

and therefore required the most work. R’ Chaim 

Shmulevitz )'שיחות מוסר ע( explains that the opposite is 

true; to fight a war you have to realize that full 

credit goes to the One Above and what we are 

doing is mere charades. Dovid was on the level that 

although he was fighting a full-fledged war he was 

aware that he was doing nothing; it was all 

Hashem. אסא felt that if he would actually be the 

one killing, he would not be able to realize that it 

was completely Hashem’s doing; thus, he left the 

killing for Hashem to do. Chizkiyahu was aware 

that if he would do anything but lie in bed the war 

would not be acclaimed to Hashem, thus he 

refrained from the war completely. We have to 

realize that what we are doing is nothing; 

everything is Hashem.  

Indeed everything that happens in this world is 

Hashem’s doing. Whatever situation we are in we 

can turn to Him. My friend R’ Shmuel Dovid Falk 

related the following personal story. “Last Friday 

was a hot and humid day. My house is cooled by an 

old decrepit air-conditioner that has a mind of its 

own. Between the heat from outside and the erev 

shabbos heat of the kitchen, the high temperature 

was unbearable. Yet, as usual, the thermostat was 

perpetually stuck at thirty two degrees. We have 

been having this problem for several months now. 

Finally, I decided that it was time to use the power 

of bitachon. I went over to the device and 

proclaimed, “Air-conditioner air-conditioner, do 

you think you have a say in the matter! It is 

Hashem who is in charge.” I pressed the 

dysfunctional down button and as if by magic it 

reprogrammed to seventy one degrees. Yet it did 

not suffice. Once again I approached the device, 

armed with my magical formula. I repeated my 

mantra of bitachon and once again I succeeded in 

lowering the temperature, this time to a 

comfortable 70 degrees.” 

In every situation in life we can rely on Hashem
1
. 

He is not limited by the laws of nature for in 

essence there is no difference between nature and 

miracle; both are orchestrated directly by Hashem.  

                                                           
1
 R’ Zev Golombeck hosts a Phenomonal bitachon 

hotline: ‘A Life with Bitachon’ (732-719-3898). Daily, he 
relates true stories of people having bitachon in 
everyday situations; from relieving a traffic jam to 
getting their kids accepted to camp and everything in 
between. People place their trust in Hashem and He 
comes to their aid. I related much of this week’s topic 
to him and he shared it with his listeners. 
 


