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Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5776 

A Parsha that is really loaded with a lot that a person could sit and Darshun and learn. I would like to stop 
at two points in the Parsha. The first is a topic that is dear to my heart.  

1. Right after Sheini in 31:18 (ְּבֶאְצַּבע ְּכֻתִבים ,ֶאֶבן ֻלחֹת--ָהֵעֻדת ֻלחֹת ,ְׁשנֵי ,ִסינַי ְּבַהר ִאּתֹו ְלַדֵּבר ְּכַכ�תֹו ,מֶֹׁשה-ֶאל ַוּיִֵּתן 
 Brings .(ָהֵעֻדת ֻלחֹת ,ְׁשנֵי) Before the sin of the Eigel, already the Ribbono Shel Olam gives Moshe .(ֱא�רים
Rashi (ִאּתֹו ַדֵּברלְ  ְּכַכ�תֹו). When Hashem finished speaking to Moshe, (ְּכַכ�תֹו) is spelled missing a Vav as if it 
was referring to Kaloso, his Kallah. Says Rashi (ןיטושק ד"כב תטשקתמ הלכ המ ,רסח ,ביתכ ותלככ). Just like a 
Kallah comes to her wedding bedecked in her 24 items of adornment (יעשי רפסב םירומאה ןה'). We find in 
the third Perek of Yeshaya (Posuk 18-24) that Kallas used to go out with 24 items, (ךירצ םכח דימלת ףא 
 So too a Talmid Chochom has to be an expert in the 24 books. The 5 books of .(םירפס ד"כב יקב תויהל
Chumash, 4 Neviim Rishonim and the 4 Neviim Achronim, 5 Megillos, 6 books of Kesuvim besides for 
the Megillos. I am sure at the Shabbos table everyone will be able to figure out the 24 books of Nach 
which is basic to Yiddishkeit.  

There is a question which is disturbing. That is that the Rambam says at the end of Hilchos Megillah 
(Sefer Zemanim, Hilchos Megillah, 2:18) (תליגממ ץוח חישמה תומיל לטביל ןידיתע םיבותכה לכו םיאיבנה ירפס לכ 
 לטבי תורצה ןורכז לכש פ"עאו .םלועל ןילטב ןניאש הפ לעבש הרות לש תוכלהכו הרות ישמוח השמחכ תמייק איה ירהו רתסא
 םידוהיה ךותמ ורבעי אל הלאה םירופה ימיו רמאנש ולטבי אל םירופה ימי .יניעמ ורתסנ יכו תונושארה תורצה וחכשנ יכ רמאנש
 אלמלא אנינח יברב אדא בר רמא) The Gemara in Nedarim 22b (9 lines from the top) says .(םערזמ ףוסי אל םרכזו
 that had Klal Yisrael not sinned at the (דבלב עשוהי רפסו הרות ישמוח השמח אלא םהל ןתינ אל לארשי ואטח ( אל)
Eigel it would have been the 5 books of Torah and Sefer Yehoshua alone. It seems to say that the other 
books of Nach were not in the original plan and are not in the future plans, and somehow are only 
temporary. How could it be? Could it be that a Cheilek of Torah is going to be Bateil. Here we have 
B’feirush that (ִאּתֹו ְלַדֵּבר ְּכַכ�תֹו) that a Talmid Chochom had to be (םירפס ד"כב יקב תויהל ךירצ). This is even 
before the Cheit Ha’eigel.  

Recently I gave a Shiur on Eicha on how the book of Eicha will be learned when Mashiach comes. 
Someone said what do you mean, we are not going to learn Eicha when Moshiach comes. That is a 
mistake. No part of Torah is Batul. Yet it does say that only (הרות ישמוח השמחכ) and (רתסא תליגמ) will be 
during the times of Moshiach. This is a confusing topic.  

I would like to suggest my answer and tell you where it comes from. It is true that the other books of 
Nach are Torah Shebichsav now because they were written. Kol Nevuos Shelitz’richa L’doros Nichtava. 
A lot of Nevuos were given. What is written in the books of Neviim and Kesuvim are needed L’doros. 
We have 24 books of Nach. L’asid Lavoi these parts of Torah which are now Torah Shebichsav will no 
longer be Torah Shebichsav. There will still be Torah She’baal Peh. Even what a Talmid Chochom says 
today as a Chiddush in Torah is part of Torah. Certainly something said by Yeshaya, Yirmiya, or 
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Yechezkel is forever part of Torah. The point here is this, the Torah Shebichsav aspect will be Bateil. The 
Torah She’baal Peh aspect will remain.  

I would like to explain. There are three Gedolim of the previous generation who Klered the following 
Chakira. Are the books of Nach part of Torah Shebichsav in their essence that they have the Dinnim of 
Torah Shebichsav or no, Torah Shebichsav is the Chamishei Chumshei Torah and everything else was 
permitted to be written but it is Nevua, it is something which a human being on this world heard from the 
Ribbono Shel Olam and maybe it is part of Torah She’baal Peh, it is not part of Mikra.  

The three Gedolim who deal with this are 1) Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky in his introduction to Emes 
L’yaakov and he understands that Mikra is only Chamisha Chumshei Torah. 2) Rav Zelig Epstein in a 
piece printed in one of the Yeshurun journals takes issue with it and disagrees. He holds that it is all 
essentially Torah Shebichsav. 3) Rav Hutner in the Pachad Yitzchok on Pesach Maimar 37 takes the 
middle ground. That all of these Pesukim are Torah She’baal Peh which was permitted to be written, 
Torah Shebichsav which was written down and therefore, it is both Torah Shebichsav and Torah She’baal 
Peh.  

Let me explain a Nafka Mina so that this entire discussion makes sense. We have a rule that Devraim 
Shebichsav E Ata Rashai L’omer Baal Peh, that written Torah Shebichsav is not allowed to be said by 
heart. Does this apply only to Chumash or even to Nach?  

Tosafos in Temurah 14b Dibbur Hamaschil (הפ לעב םרמואל יאשר התא יא בתכבש םירבד) Klers this question 
and actually has two opinions. What is the question? The question is whether Nach is Torah Shebichsav 
or Torah She’baal Peh which was given permission to be written.  

A second Nafka Mina that Rav Yaakov brings. The Halacha is that a person is obligated to spend money 
to make sure his children learn Torah Shebichsav. Mishna and Gemara there is no obligation. He has to 
teach them but he is not obligated to spend money. What about Nach, where does Nach fit in? The Bach 
says it depends if Nach is part of Mikra and it has the same rule as Chumash. If Nach is not part of Mikra 
then it does not have the same rule as Chumash. These are two examples of Nafka Minas. I hope someday 
to expand on this topic in a longer Shiur, most probably on a Motzoei Shabbos.  

But what is Nogea to us. Nach is certainly Torah She’baal Peh, it is only essential Torah. How can 
someone not be embarrassed to come to the Olam Ha’emes never having learned the parts of Nach which 
are at least easy and interesting? It is part of Torah always. Torah Shebichsav, that is a Shaila.  

 A Talmid Chochom has to be a Baki in the 24 books, whether it is Torah Shebichsav or (ִאּתֹו ְלַדֵּבר ְּכַכ�תֹו)
Torah She’bal Peh. Asidim Libateil Chutz Mai’chamisha Chumshei Torah U’mikra Megillah. Yes, L’asid 
Lavo they will not be considered Torah Shebichsav. Because only Nevuos Shenitzricha Nichtiva and 
Nevuos that call for Teshuva are not needed as a direct message L’doros. With this, I hope that I have 
opened to you a whole new school of thought. We will return someday to this topic.  

2. Let me move on to a Ramban. 32:21. The Ramban says regarding Aharon Hakohen’s making of an 
Eigel (הזה אטחה) the sin of Aharon (רובעי אלו םהילע גרהייש םיאטחה ןמ). That what Aharon was Over he 
should have been Yehareig V’al Yaavor. Aharon had his calculations for not doing it as many of you 
know. But I am talking about the Yesod that the sin of making the Eigel, now Aharon wasn’t Oved 
Avodah Zorah, he made the Eigel for people who wanted to be. In that it is Yehareig V’al Yaavor. 
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Says Rav Shteinman in the Ayeles Hashacar, that this Ramban is taking sides in an old Chakira. Aharon 
Hakohen was Over on Lifnei Iver Lo Sitain Michshal. He did not serve Avodah Zora. He was Over Lifnei 
Iver. Lifnei Iver is not Yehareig V’al Yaavor but the Kler if Lifnei Iver is a separate Averia or if the 
Aveira of Lifnei Iver is that when a person gives someone else an Aveira to do he has a part in that Cheit. 
Lifnei Iver is sort of a subset of every single Aveira. Lifnei Iver of Avodah Zora is Avodah Zora. Lifnei 
Iver of Genaiva is Genaiva. Lifnei Iver of Lashon Hora is Lashon Hora. Therefore, Lifnei Iver of Avodah 
Zora is Yehareig V’al Yaavor. Clearly the Ramban holds that Lifnei Iver of Avodah Zora is a Snif, a 
Cheilek of the Aveira of Avodah Zora and therefore, it is Yehareig V’al Yaavor. A big Yesod.  

Kasha. Why was it Yehareig V’al Yaavor. The only time it is Yehareig V’al Yaavor is when if you don’t 
do it they can’t do it on their own. There was no other Jew in the 600,000 Jews who could have made the 
Eigel if Aharon would not have made it? If someone else could have made it then we know that it is not 
Lifnei Iver Lo Sitain Michshol. If someone else can do it and you do it that is called Misayai’a D’ovrei 
Aveira and it is a D’rabbanan. How is that Lifnei Iver?  

This would seem to be a Raya to the Yesod brought in the Pischei Teshuva in Yore Dai’a Siman 156 or 
157 and quoted by the Chofetz Chaim in his Hakdama to Sefer Chofetz Chaim, a beautiful Yesod. He 
says regarding Trei Ivra D’nara the following. Let’s say Reuvain does something to give Shimon an 
Aveira, if Reuvain would not have done it someone else would have done it. Says the Piskei Teshuva in 
the name of the Mishna L’melech, if that other person would have done it he would also be Over Lifnei 
Iver. If somebody had to be Over Lifnei Iver the fact that others could do it does not undue the Lifnei Iver 
of the person who did do it.  

If there is a cup of wine the Nazir can take it himself then no one is Over Lifnei Iver, then the one who 
gives it to him is considered Chaivei D’nara which means he is not Over the Aveira. But when somebody 
else would have done the Aveira would have been Over. If someone else would have built the Eigel 
would have been Over Lifnei Iver then even the one who does it is Over Lifnei Iver as well. That is the 
Yesod in the rules of Lifnei Iver. In Lifnei Iver there is room to be Mefalpeil but this setting is a short 
setting and there is no time to go into it at the moment.  

3. The question of the week is: In this week’s Parsha we have the Cheit Ha’eigel. In the Gemara in 
Maseches Rosh Hashono on 26a we learn that on Yom Kippur the Kohen Gadol went Lifnai V’lifnim in 
Bigdei Lavan. We know that the Kohen Gadol had separate clothing on Yom Kippur. When he went into 
the Kodesh Kodashim he would not wear the golden Begadim. Why?  

The reason was Ain Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar. Once gold was used for the Eigel it could not be used to 
defend Klal Yisrael by going into the Kodesh HaKodashim. Ain Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar.  

You will ask, we find that in Parshas Shemini they were Makriv an Eigel, Yavo Eigel Umechapeir Al 
Ha’eigel, the Maharsha asks it. The Gemara says. Anything that is Chutz, it is outside the Kodesh 
Hakadoshim the rule of Ain Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar doesn’t apply. It is only in the Kodesh 
Hakadoshim Lifnim that Ain Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar.   

I have a Kasha with which I would like to challenge you. The Kasha is that I have a Stira. In Parshas Ki 
Sisa we have the Eigel and in Rosh Hashono this rule of Ain Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar. But in the 
Medrash in Parshas Pikudai it says that the gold of the building of the Mishkan was Dafka gold. Guess 
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what the Medrash says. The Medrash says Amar HKB”H Yavo Hazav Bamishkan V’yichapeir Al Hazav 
Ha’eigel. Let the gold of the Mishkan forgive for the gold of the Eigel. This was Lifnim, the Aron, the 
Kapores, the Keruvim were made of gold. A Stira. The Gemara says that gold can’t go inside because Ain 
Kateigar Naaseh Saneigar and the Medrash in Parshas Pikudai says that the gold of the building of the 
Mishkan is Mechapeir on the Cheit of the Eigel. Sounds like a big Kasha. Geshmak! Good talk for the 
Shabbos table.  

You should have an absolutely wonderful Shabbos. We should be Zoche to serve Hashem under all 
circumstances that come our way, L’chol Eis Asher Tachas Hashomesh. Life has many different aspects, 
many different things that cross our path. We have to learn to serve Hashem whatever crosses our path. 
There is a Cheit Ha’eigel Parsha there is a Binyan Hamishkan Parsha. So much that transpires in the life 
of a person. Whatever comes your way, use it to serve HKB”H B’simcha. A Gutten Shabbos to one and 
all.  

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5774 

Becoming an “IVRI” 

1. I would like to share with you three thoughts, the first is from the Mishnas Rav Aaron on this week’s 
Parshah. It is also found in the Mishnas Rav Aaron on Mussar in the first volume on page Eyin Vav, an 
absolutely beautiful Derher. Rav Aaron points out that the B’nei Levi, Shevet Levi was Zocheh for 
generations because of what they did at the Eigel. They were Zocheh to stand out and to have a very 
special place in Klal Yisroel. Rav Aaron brings that in the Rambam  it says that every generation, the 
Sanhedrin should be comprised primarily of Kohanim and Leviim as it says in Devarim 33:10 (ִמְׁשָּפֶטי� יֹורּו 
 this was the Schar for what happened in this week’s Parsha. The lesson says  Rav Aaron is Kol (ְליֲַעקֹב
Hamischazaik Bizman Shel Rifyon, somebody who is strong in the time of weakness, somebody who is 
occupying himself with Torah study in a time that the world does not consider Torah study to be so 
important, someone who is strong in Tznius at a time that the world is making fun of Tznius, somebody 
who is strong in his Davening at a time that Davening is not considered important to people, somebody 
who is Mischazeik Bish’as Rifyon, gets a bonus Schar,  a much bigger reward. Not only that but he gets 
the Schar that would have come to those who are not learning, are not Davening, not observing Tznius, 
their Schar goes to him. This is a Gemarah in Maseches Chagiga 15a (16 lines from the bottom ) (קידצ הכז 
 so that in times that the world is weak in any Inyan, in times that Klal Yisroel (ןדע ןגב ורבח קלחו וקלח לטנ
was not following the words of Hashem in creating an Eigel, Levi by being strong got Schar for the whole 
Klal Yisroel and therefore, they got to be the leaders for Klal Yisroel as a result of this. 

Similarly, we find by Caleiv and Yehoshua who alone among the twelve Miraglim stayed faithful to 
HKB"H in Eretz Yisroel, as it says in Bamidbar 14:38 ( ַַההְֹלִכים ,ָהֵהם ָהֲאנִָׁשים-ִמן ָחיּו ,יְֻפּנֶה-ֶּבן ְוָכֵלב ,נּון-ִּבן ִויהֹוֻׁשע 
 םילגרמ) Rashi brings from the Gemara in Maseches Bava Basra 118b (8 lines from the top) .(ָהָאֶרץ-ֶאת ָלתּור
 ויח אמיליא ויח יאמ םהה םישנאה ןמ ויח הנפי ןב בלכו ןונ ןב עשוהיו ארק רמאד אלוע רמא ילימ ינהנמ :םקלח ולטנ בלכו עשוהי
 that Caleiv (םקלחב ויחש ויח יאמ אלא ןונ ןב עשוהיו הנופי ןב בלכ םא יכ שיא םהמ רתונ אלו אנירחא ארק ביתכ אהו שממ
and Yehoshua got the portion of Eretz Yisroel that the other ten Miraglim would have had, it came to 
them. Imagine that in Olam Haba too, of course they got that type of a Schar. Naturally, this is a 
tremendous Schar for someone who is Mischazak Bish’as Rifyon. Just picture twelve people traveling 
and ten of them not willing to wear Tzniusdik clothing and two of them being strong and having ridicule, 
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that was Caleiv and Yehoshua. The ten were not willing to stay faithful to Eretz Yisroel and the two of 
them were, so they got the Schar for all of them. 

Rav Aaron asks why it should be that way, why should it be that there were two out of twelve Miraglim 
who stayed faithful so each one got six portions. Let’s say three out of twelve would have been faithful 
then they each would have gotten four portions, much less. Why is the Schar an adjustment to those who 
are Rishaim? 

Rav Aaron explains this is because of the Lifum Tzara Agra. It is because it is much more difficult and 
also he says a second reason because it has more value in Shamayim. Anytime a person is willing at a 
time of Rifyon, a time when things are weak to be strong, somebody is willing to endure ridicule to do 
what is right, he gets Schar Kineged Kulam. Of course this is a Mishna in 5:2 of Pirkei Avos that (לכש 
 Avraham Avinu got Schar for the generations .(םלוכ רכש לביקו וניבא םהרבא אבש דע ,ןיאבו ןיסיעכמ ויה תורודה
before him. That is why he is called Avraham Ha’ivry. The whole world is on one side making fun and 
Avraham alone on the other side and he stayed strong.  

This is our challenge. We live in a society where certain values are not kept at their right standards, we 
live in a society where Inyanim of Tznius certainly are not kept properly and people ridicule the nebs or 
those that will dress in a way that is more appropriate, those who live in a style that is more appropriate, 
those in a shul who are more Zahir in doing things exactly as they should be done. Following the advice 
of the Marei Hara’a. Somebody who does that in an environment where it is not considered Chashuv, 
where it is not considered important, he gets Schar that is Schar Kineged Kulam. That is a quadrupling or 
in the case of the Miraglim the sextupling of the value, the Schar that their actions would have deserved 
anyway. What a bargain. We all like bargains. Look for the opportunity to have the courage to be an Ivri, 
to be someone who stands opposite.  

I have a good friend who told me that he went for the first time to the Yarchei Kalla with the Agudas 
Yisroel to Eretz Yisroel. He is not an Agudist and he is not that type to go and learn. He went for the first 
time. He said I swallowed my pride and I wrote a letter to the Agudah afterwards telling them how 
beautiful it was, how wonderful it was. When people are ridiculing something or don’t consider it 
Chashuv in your circle and you’re willing to step up and consider it Chashuv, Mikabeil Schar Kineged 
Kulam. 

Kindness and selflessness leads to honor.  

2. Let’s move on to a second Taira Vort. We find after the story of the Eigel that Moshe Rabbeinu asks of 
HKB”H as is found in 33:18 (ְּכבֶֹד�-ֶאת ,נָא ַהְרֵאנִי), show me HKB”H your honor. Interesting, what does it 
say, what does HKB”H respond? (ָּפנֶי�-ַעל טּוִבי-ָּכל ַאֲעִביר ֲאנִי). I will let you see all of my kindness, all of the 
goodness I do. Now I don’t know exactly what it means that HKB”H showed (טּוִבי-ָּכל) as opposed to 
Kivodi but we have what seems to be an inconsistency. Moshe Rabbeinu asks to see (�ְּכבֶֹד) and the 
Ribbono Shel Olam says (ָּפנֶי�-ַעל טּוִבי-ָּכל ַאֲעִביר ֲאנִי).  We seem to learn from here that the true Kavod, the 
true honor of a person is (טּוִבי), is his kindness. Even G-d himself says you want to see My honor look at 
My Tov.  

We say in Birchos Krias Shema, (ִלְׁשמו ָּכבוד יַָצר בוט). Tov created Kavod Lishmo an honor for His name. 
 HKB”H placed the luminaries, the heavenly stars, the sun, the moon all around .(ֻעּזו ְסִביבות נַָתן ְמאורות)
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Kaveyachol His Kisei Hakavod. That which gives the luminaries of heaven, which gives light and warmth 
the sustenance to this world Heim Heim Kivodo, that is the honor of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We have to 
know the true Kavod of a person is when a person is kind to others. Anybody who does Tov is Poel 
Kavod. People like Kavod. You like honor, do kindness to others. (ִלְׁשמו ָּכבוד יַָצר בוט).  

Someone once said beautifully, the most selfish thing you can do is to be selfless. That is, you want to do 
something selfish, something for yourself, be a selfless person. You will be Koneh a Shem Tov you will 
get a good name and people will honor you, people will truly honor you. You are a Maitiv, a person who 
does kindness. That idea that by being a person who does kindness you really get honor for yourself is a 
way of using what would normally be a Yeitzer Hora the Yeitzer Hora for Kavod in the service of 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

A thought for Purim Katan 

3. Purim Katan is upon us so a quick Purim thought related to the Parsha. In the Megillah in 2:11 it says 
 Mordechai had a tremendous Mesiras .(ֶאְסֵּתר ְׁשלֹום-ֶאת ָלַדַעת :ַהּנִָׁשים-ֵּבית ֲחַצר ִלְפנֵי ,ִמְתַהֵּל� ָמְרֳּדַכי--ָויֹום יֹום-ּוְבָכל)
Nefesh. Every single day for years he went out to inquire about the welfare of Esther. He had to do it 
clandestinely, it certainly wasn’t easy for him but he did it. The Sfas Emes brings from a Medrash of 
unknown origin Atah Darashta Shalom Nefesh Achas Chayecha Shetidrosh Sholom Umah Sheleima 
Shenemar (ְלַעּמֹו טֹוב ּדֵֹרׁש). Mordechai, you push yourself to worry about one individual, you will be a 
Manhig Yisroel. You will be a leader of the Jewish people.  

We meet people who come from Eretz Yisroel they need to make a wedding, they go around collecting 
money. We see them. Do we look at them as individuals or do we say they are part of that group of people 
that sort of bother us. In this week’s Parsha Moshe Rabbeinu and Aaron HaKohein and the Zikanim are 
told to count the Jews Bimispar Shemos, a number of names. The meaning of this I once heard from a 
Vort by Rav Moshe Wolfson is that numbers is what you use to count cattle, names are what you use to 
count people. When you look at individuals, individuals go by their name. When you consider something 
unimportant, insignificant, then you just give it a number.  

The Nazis Yimach Shimam, wanted to treat Bnei Yisroel as subhuman. They gave them numbers, they 
tattooed numbers on the Jews who unfortunately fell into their clutches. This idea, the idea of Mispar and 
Sheimos is a difference in the way you treat people. If you treat someone as a number or you treat 
somebody as a name.  

We say about Hakadosh Baruch Hu amazingly (ַלּכוָכִבים ִמְסָּפר מונֶה) Hakadosh Baruch Hu counts all the 
stars (יְִקָרא ֵׁשמות ְלֻכָּלם) and He gives them all names. (ֲאדונֵינּו ָּגדול) great is our master. (יְִקָרא ֵׁשמות ְלֻכָּלם) G-d 
gives names to the stars, that means He is Machshiv each star has its own Toeles, has its own purpose.  

When a census is sent out from the U.S. government the people going door to door are generally minimal 
wage type of people. They are not the most Chashuv people. When a census was done in the Midbar 
Moshe Rabbeinu, Aaron Hacohein and the Zikanim were the ones who went around. You were visited in 
your house by the Gadol Hador, the leader of the generation, because you count. In our homes when we 
are visited by Mishulachim, by people who come, we have to be Machshiv them. We have to be 
Machshiv them as individuals, each one comes with his own trepidation, with his own nervousness, with 
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his own feeling of hesitation. Each one should be treated properly.  (יְִקָרא ֵׁשמות ְלֻכָּלם). Look at each one as 
a significant and important individual. 

And with that I would like to wish each and every one of you an absolutely wonderful Shabbos a Simcha 
for Purim Katan. We don’t observe it much but the same Simchas Haleiv we have to have. Have a 
wonderful Shabbos! 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5773 

I would like today to share with you a Dvar Mussar and a Dvar Halacha. The Dvar Mussar has to do with 
the story of the Eigel and it must be admitted that as much as we learn the story of the Eigel it is very 
difficult for us to see practical Mussar lessons from that episode. We are very distant from building an 
Eigel whatever the Kavanah might be and therefore, to take a piece of Mussar and understand how it 
applies to our lives will be something challenging. I would like to share with you a Dvar Mussar which I 
think does apply.  

Rav Yaakov Greenwald (he should be well), has a Sefer in which he writes the Hanhagos that he saw by 
the Steipler. Rav Yaakov Greenwald was a long time therapist based in Monsey and his training was 
primarily by the Steipler and he has an incredible Sefer on Hanhagos that he saw by the Steipler. One 
section he has is Ta’os Hashchichos (errors that are common). The 8th of those which is the final one is 
one which we see all the time. I will quote his words in part. We are talking here about an error that 
people make in attitude. The error is that for every problem in the world there is some resolution, some 
proper answer. In a person’s life he feels that if he doesn’t find that resolution then the situation is awful. 
This is an attitude that people have. They have difficulties, problems, be it financial issues, health issues, 
or Shidduch issues, whatever it might be and he feels that he must have a resolution. It is a mistake. The 
truth is that very often if we don’t see a good resolution we should just sleep on it so to speak. We should 
just move on. We should do whatever we could. Human beings tend to feel we must have a resolution, we 
must solve a problem, we must do it now, and therefore people make bad choices. They make errors, they 
think blindly, they grasp blindly for a straw, on something on which to hang their faith. It is a mistake.  

What happened at the Eigel? The Jews had a problem. Moshe Rabbeinu had indicated that he would come 
back at the 6th hour of the day. As Rashi says in 32:1 (אב אלו תועש שש ואב רבכש). The 6th hour came and 
Moshe Rabbeinu did not return. There is a Kasha. What is the answer? The people did not know. Now 
Chazal tell us that it was only the Eiruv Rav that wanted to build the Eigel. Why are all Jews held to be 
guilty for what took place?  

The answer is that everyone was in the same Matzav. People should have said we don’t know the answer 
so let’s sleep on it and wait. We don’t have to pick the best resolution and that resolution itself is lacking. 
The people didn’t have that attitude. They went along with the Eiruv Rav because they were troubled by 
the Kasha. We have to learn in life that not every Kasha has an answer. Bnei Torah who learn a Gemara, 
know that the Gemara itself sometimes has a question and says Kushia, it says this is a problem and the 
Gemara moves on. It doesn’t throw away the idea because of the Kasha. In life it is that way as well. 
Don’t trade one problem for another. In life if you have a difficulty, say Kasha, I don’t know an answer. 
Don’t make decisions from a state of Bahala. Don’t make decisions when you are confused. Don’t make 
decisions when you don’t know what to do and you just pick at something to do. It is not a good idea. We 
have to learn that we can live with a Kasha. That was the Ta’us of the Eigel.  
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The GRA has an innovative explanation of the description of the Ribbono Shel Olam called Kon’ai 
Hakal. We describe Hashem in a number of places, Birchas Kriyas Shema and Shemoneh Esrei among 
them as Kon’ai Hakal which is usually translated as he who possesses or owns everything.   

The GRA in his Pirush on Shemoneh Esrei says Kon’ai is a Lashon of Misakein. HKB”H repairs. Kon’ai 
Hakal. When you have a Kasha and you don’t have a resolution and you don’t know how to solve a 
problem, leave it to the Kon’ai Hakal, leave it to HKB”H.  

I remember once reading an essay from Lewis Thomas (a research physician). He wrote an essay entitled 
the secret of the doctors. What he said is that most people who come to a doctor with a problem are told 
by the doctor to do such and such for 3 days and then come back. The reason that is done is because most 
problems solve themselves naturally within 3 days and doctors know it but people don’t have patience. So 
we tell them drink a lot of fluids, rest in bed, eat good meals, stay away from the cold, whatever it might 
be. But the doctor’s secret is that most problems even physical problems resolve themselves. Therefore, 
the lesson of the Eigel is if you have a Kasha that troubles you, if you have a difficulty that plagues you, 
don’t pick resolutions that are not good.  

Let me switch to a Dvar Halacha. In the beginning of the Parsha we have the counting of the Jewish 
people which of course takes place additional times here in the Chumash. 30:14 (ִמֶּבן ,ַהְּפֻקִדים-ַעל ָהעֵֹבר ,ּכֹל 
 The counting is from the age of 20 and older. As Rashi says later those who were .(ָוָמְעָלה ,ָׁשנָה ְׂשִריםעֶ 
counted were those who later after the sin of the Miraglim was to compound the sin of the Eigel. Those 
over 20 were punished for their part in these two Aveiros. Why from the age of 20 and on?  

There is an idea based on Agadata Gemara in Maseches Shabbos 89b (21 lines from the bottom) (המכ 
 based also on a Rashi in the beginning of Parshas Chaya (והיילע תשנע אלד ןירשע לד הנש םיעבש םדא לש ויתונש
Sara in 23:1 (אטח אלב האמ תב ףא ,ןישנוע תב הניא ירהש ,האטח אל םירשע תב המ ,אטחל םירשע תבכ האמ תב) that in 
heaven human beings are not punished until they are 20 and older. That is to say that an Onesh Bidai 
Adam, Bais Din punishes from the age of 13 but in heaven Kareis, Misa B’dai Shamayim, punishments 
that come from heaven are only from the age of 20 and on. As proof to this we see that for the sin of the 
Dor Hamidbar people were punished only from the age of 20 and on. Those are the (ַהְּפֻקִדים-ַעל ָהעֵֹבר) those 
who need the Kaparah of the Machatzis Hashekel as the Posuk says in 30:15 (נְַפׁשֵֹתיֶכם-ַעל ְלַכֵּפר). This is 
only from the age of 20 that you need the Kaparah. This is something that people often say. 3 of the 
Gedolei Haposkim the Chacham Tzvi, the Node B’yehuda, and the Chasam Sofer disagree sharply. They 
say these are Aggadata concepts. In truth it is from the age of 13 that there are punishments B’dai 
Shamayim. They cite as proof the fact that somebody who does an Aveira for which he would be Chayuv 
Kareis B’maizid but this person did that Aveira B’shogeig, he brings a Korban Chatas. That is to say that 
a Korban Chatas is brought for a sin which would convict a person with a punishment of Kareis had he 
done it B’maizid. We know that a Korban Chatas is brought from when someone is 13 and older. From 
here they prove that Kareis starts from the age of 20. This Agadata Gemara they explain in different ways. 
Either the Agadata Gemara is referring to before Mattan Torah or that we don’t Pasken from Agadata 
Gemaras. However they resolve it this is the idea.  

The GRA in Perek 11 of Even Shlomo suggests that punishments are given after the age 20 but for sins 
that are commanded from 13 – 20 and just that from 13 – 20 the punishments are postponed. That also 
needs an explanation because Kareis and Misa B’dai Shamayim are not punishments that apply to an 
older age anyway.  
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I would like to suggest a resolution of this somewhat mysterious idea. As a Hakdama to this resolution let 
me add a second mystery. Rav Yosef Engel has a Sefer called Gilyonai Hashas and on Maseches Shabbos 
89 he quotes a Kadmon who says the following incredible statement. He says just as a person is not 
punished for sins he commits before he is 20 years old so too a Ger when he is Migayeir gets 20 years 
before he is punished. Someone who accepts a position of Rabbanus gets the first 20 years of Aveiros 
wiped away without punishment. A Chassan who gets married, the first 20 years after marriage is not 
punished for any sins that he commits. 20 years, absolutely incredible! Certainly this is a most mysterious 
statement.  

To resolve all of this the suggestion is the following. We know that when a boy is Bar Mitzvah he is not 
yet knowledgeable in all aspects of Halachos. He is not yet fully mature to be able to control himself in all 
areas. When we say that a person is not punished until 20, we would understand that as follows. That for 
those sins which a person can understand are sins based on immaturity. Sins based on the heat of 
adolescence. Those types of sins HKB”H doesn’t punish for. That is to say that until the age of 20 a 
person is growing up. We at 13 did not suddenly fully mature. Therefore, sins which could be attributed 
to his age, to his under 20 age, are sins for which HKB”H doesn’t punish. Adolescence is usually a time 
of a heightened awareness of things that have to do with the sins of Bamidbar 15:39 (ְלַבְבֶכם ַאֲחֵרי ָתתּורּו-ְו�א, 
 Sins that have to do with the attraction of the world around one. Those sins are sins which a .(ֵעינֵיֶכם ְוַאֲחֵרי
person is not punished until the age of 20.  

The GRA says that HKB”H waits till the age of 20. If by the age of 20 a person begins and is successful 
in controlling himself in these areas, then it is obvious to us that 13 – 20 these sins had to do with a lack 
of maturity and therefore, he is not punished.  

By extension, Rav Yosef Engel is saying that when a Ger is Megayeir we understand that a Ger is not 
fully aware of the behavior of Frum Yidden and he too gets 20 years not as a carte blanche that he is not 
punished for anything but 20 years of understanding to be able to adapt. So too a Rav who takes over as 
Rabbanus. Certainly all married men can understand and be delighted with the idea that you get 20 years 
to adapt to married life. Mistakes that you make in the first 20 years we can understand, we hope our 
wives understand. It takes a while to get used to the new reality. Provided of course that by the 20 year 
mark a person is able to adapt. What a great Dvar Torah for a 20th anniversary party. But at any rate this 
would be a tremendous insight into this Dvar Chazal.  

Before I sign off I would like to point out a rather difficult Rashi. Rashi says it 3 times in this week’s 
Parsha. The last one being 32:35 (הארתה אלב םידעל ,םימש ידיב התימ). That HKB”H punished those Jews 
who bowed to the Eigel with Aidim without Hasraa with a Mageifa. As Rashi says (ָהָעם-ֶאת ,יְרָור ַוּיִּגֹף). 
HKB”H caused a Makeifa to fall upon the people (הארתה אלב םידעל ,םימש ידיב התימ) Misa B’dai Shamayim 
for those who sinned with witnesses without Hasraa. This is based on a Gemara in Maseches Yoma 66b 
(14 lines from the bottom) (רמא דחו ןקורדהב ובבלב חמש התימב קשינו ףפג ףייסב רטיקו חביז רמא דח יולו בר רמתיא 
 .The Mizrachi asks an incredible Kasha .(ןקורדהב הארתה אלו םידע אל התימב הארתה אלב םידע ףייסב הארתהו םידע
The Kasha is that for Misa B’dai Shamayim why do you need Aidim without Hasraa. We understand that 
if there is no Hasraa there is no Misa Bidai Adam. But Misa B’dai Shamayim has nothing to do with 
witnesses observing you and therefore, this is a very difficult Rashi. Misa B’dai Shamayim Aidim V’lo 
Hasraa? 
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I saw a Teretz in the Maharal where he answers as follows. He says that HKB”H didn’t want to punish in 
a way that would not be understood by the people. Those who did an Aveira with Aidim B’li Hasraa at 
least it is known that they sinned. When they died suddenly it was understood. There were undoubtedly 
people who by their families were considered Tzaddikim. If they would die suddenly people would say oh 
it was just a heart attack, it was a natural death. HKB”H did not want to do that. Of course later when 
there was the drinking of the water similar to the Mai Sotah it caused the others to die. The insight of the 
Maharal is that HKB”H didn’t want any Laz on the Mageifa. He wanted it to be clear to all that those who 
died in the Mageifa died for a very specific reason. This is a resolution of something that would otherwise 
be a difficult problem.  

To leave you with a Kasha at the end, I will point out that I explained why it starts from the age of 20 and 
why the sin of the Meraglim/Eigel caused the death of those over 20. 

But it is still mysterious to me why from 20 – 60. Why not over 60? Why someone over 60 didn’t go to 
the army I understand because he is physically weak. Why over 60 were these people not punished with 
the death of the 40 years of the Midbar? Tzorech Iyun Gadol! I leave you that Kasha for Parshas Shelach 
and maybe someone will have a Teretz by then. Wishing everyone a wonderful Shabbos.   

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5772 

Something fitting that Rav Moshe used to say. We find at the end of Parshas Ki Sisa 34:30 (ְוָכל ַאֲהרֹן ַוּיְַרא-
 There was a shine emanating from the face of Moshe .(ֵאָליו ִמֶּגֶׁשת ,ַוּיִיְראּו ;ָּפנָיו עֹור ,ָקַרן ְוִהּנֵה ,מֶֹׁשה-ֶאת ,יְִׂשָרֵאל ְּבנֵי
Rabbeinu and they were afraid to approach him so he put on a mask. Despite this we find that when 
Moshe Rabbeinu learned with the Yidden he took off the mask. As the Posuk says in 34:33 (מֶֹׁשה ַויְַכל, 
 .that when he finished learning with them he put on the mask back on his face (ַמְסֶוה ,ָּפנָיו-ַעל ַוּיִֵּתן ;ִאָּתם ִמַּדֵּבר
The question is if he couldn’t take the light on his face what is the difference if it is when he is teaching or 
when he is just walking around?     

In the second volume of Darash Moshe on page # 47 Rav Moshe says that when Yidden are learning 
every Yid on his Darga has an ability to come close to (ָּפנָיו עֹור ,ָקַרן) of Moshe Rabbeinu. Of course 
Moshe was on a higher level, but each Jew is obligated to learn on his level and every Yid when he learns 
and he understands fully or he struggles to understand has an M’ain of the (ָּפנָיו עֹור ,ָקַרן) of Moshe. 
Therefore, when you are sitting and learning then the shine of the face of Moshe is something you can 
absorb.  

This fits well because Rav Moshe would often say and he mentioned it during Yomim Noraim after 
Selichos. We say in the Selichos of Shema Koleinu, Al Tashlichainu Mil’fanecha V’ruach Kodshecha Al 
Tikach Mimenu. Don’t throw us from before you and don’t take away from us your spirit of holiness. The 
Kasha is the Pesukim in Shema Koleinu were originally said by Dovid Hamelech in Lashon Yachid. As it 
says in Tehillim 51:13 (ִמֶּמּנִי ִּתַּקח-ַאל ,ָקְדְׁש� ְורּוחַ  ;ִמְּלָפנֶי� יֵכנִיַּתְׁשלִ -ַאל).  Don’t throw me from before you and 
your holy spirit do not take away from me.  

In Shema Koleinu we take a number of such Pesukim and we change it to plural tense because we are 
talking for all of Klal Yisrael. Rav Moshe asks I understand Pesukim like 19:15 (ְוֶהגְיֹון ,ִפי-ִאְמֵרי ְלָרצֹון יְִהיּו 
 :ְלָפנֶי� ִלִּבי
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 which when said in the plural would be Yitu L’ratzon Imrei Finu V’hegyon Libi L’fanecha (ְוגֲֹאִלי צּוִרי ,יְרָור
Hashem Tzurainu V’goaleinu. Certain Pesukim whose meaning lends itself to an interpretation or to a 
change of tense to be in the plural tense. So that all Jews could be included in the statement. But ( ְַורּוח 
  ?and your holy spirit do not take away from me, not every Jew has Ruach Hakodesh ,(ִמֶּמּנִי ִּתַּקח-ַאל ,ָקְדְׁש�

Rav Moshe answered that it is Farkert. We see that every Jew when he is sitting and learning he can 
connect to the Ruach Hakodesh of Hashem on a simple level. He is not going to say Chiddushim that he 
is going to print in Sefarim. Nevertheless on his level he is Shai’ich to Ruach Hakodesh.  

This Yesod is also in the Sefer Sheim Olam of the Chofetz Chaim Perek 13. It says V’sain Chelkainu 
B’sorasecha, he says that every Yid has his Cheilek, has his place in Torah. Whatever level you are on 
even if you are not capable of learning Gemara, and you are learning Chumash, You have a Cheilek (a 
portion) that you have to accomplish so that Lo Neivosh V’lo Nikaleim L’olam Va’ed (נִָּכֵלם ְולא נֵבֹוׁש ֶׁשּלא 
נּו ְּבתֹוָרֶתֽ�) So that in Olam Haba you will be able to take your Cheilek .(ָוֶעד ְלעֹוָלם  So that every .(ְוֵתן ֶחְלֵקֽ
Jew has a Cheilek on his level in the (מֶֹׁשה ְּפנֵי עֹור ,ָקַרן ִּכי).  

This idea, this closeness to the Ribbono Shel Olam where every person should feel that he has the ability 
to have that connection is a tremendous tool in serving Hakadosh Baruch Hu.  

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5771 

The question of the week is: We have of course in Parshas Ki Sisa the sad story of the Eigel. In the Parsha 
we learn that Aharon Hakohen participated in the creation of the Eigel. Chazal are troubled by Aharon’s 
participation. What is often quoted is a Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin 7a (7 lines from the top) (אגילפו 
 חבזמ ןביו ןרהא אריו רמאנש לגעה השעמ דגנכ אלא הז ארקמ רמאנ אל יאלינח רב םוחנת יבר רמאד יאלינח רב םוחנת יברד
 רוחב ודבעדכ יל ודבע אתשה והל אנעמש אל יא רמא וינפל חובזש רוח האר רזעלא ר"א תפי רב ןימינב ר"א האר המ וינפל
 .(הבושתב אתנקת והל איוה רשפא לגעל ודבעילד בטומ םלועל אתנקת והל איוה אלו איבנו ןהכ 'ה שדקמב גרהי םא יב םייקימו
The Gemara Darshuns the Posuk 32:5 (ָמָחר ַלירָור ַחג ,ַוּיֹאַמר ַאֲהרֹן ַוּיְִקָרא ;ְלָפנָיו ִמזְֵּבחַ  ַוּיִֶבן ,ַאֲהרֹן ַוּיְַרא) 

Aharon saw, the Gemara asks what did Aharon see? The Gemara relates that Chur had refused to 
participate and Chur was killed by the mob. Aharon was afraid that if he too would be killed, there would 
be terrible repercussions on Klal Yisrael. There is a concept of (איבנו ןהכ 'ה שדקמב גרהי םא).  

There is an Inyan if the Kohen and Navi are killed in the Mikdash Hashem it is a terrible thing. Therefore 
Aharon Hakohen chose to participate rather than to be killed as this would be a terrible Kitrug on Klal 
Yisrael. This is a well known Vort and is actually a Gemara in Sanhedrin 7 as has been stated already.  

My question for the week is, this Gemara that says Aharon and Chur would be the Kohen and Navi seems 
to be inconsistent to something that we all know.  

It is well known that until the time of the Eigel, the Kehunah was supposed to be given over to the 
Bechorim of Klal Yisrael (the first born). It was only as a consequence of the Cheit Ha’eigel that it was 
taken away from the Bechorim.  

This idea is almost B’feirush in the Pesukim in Parshas Bamidbar and Behaloscha. There we read that 
Moshe Rabbeinu counts the number of Leviim and counts the number of Bechorim and is Podeh (makes 
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an exchange) one for the other. As Rashi says in Parshas Bamidbar 3:12 (ןירכוש לארשי ויהיש :לארשי ינב ךותמ 
 םיולהו ,ולספנ לגעב ואטחשכו ,תורוכבב הדובעה התיהש יפל ,םתרומת םיתחקלו םהב יתיכז תורוכבה ידי לע .ילש תורישל ןתוא
 the Bechorim should have done the Avodah up until this point. Therefore (םהיתחת ורחבנ הרז הדובע ודבע אלש
we have a major problem. If Aharon would be killed, that would not be the death of a Kohen and Navi. 
Aharon at that point before the Cheit Ha’eigel was not yet a Kohen, so it is not a case of Kohen V’navi. 
This seems to be an exceedingly difficult problem and a Kasha that begs resolution.  

I had this Kasha and as I continued learning the Parsha I came to something else that will shed light on 
this. So let’s begin a second discussion.  

Was the Cheit Ha’eigel something that took place before the building of the Mishkan, before the 
commandment to build the Mishkan or is it something that took place afterwards. As you know Parshas 
Ki Sisa is sandwiched between the Parshios of Terumah and Tetzaveh that discuss the Mishkan and 
Parshas Vayakhel Pekudai that discusses the Mishkan. Which took place first? The Cheit Ha’eigel or the 
commandment to build the Mishkan?  

This is a Machlokes Rashi and Ramban. In 31:18 Rashi (לגעה השעמ .הרותב רחואמו םדקומ ןיא :'וגו השמ לא ןתיו 
 ,לארשיל ה"בקה הצרתנ םירופכה םויבו ,תוחולה ורבתשנ זומתב רשע העבשב ירהש ,היה םיבר םימי ןכשמה תכאלמ יווצל םדוק
 brings a Medrash Tanchuma that says the Cheit Ha’eigel (ןסינב דחאב םקוהו ןכשמה תבדנב וליחתה תרחמלו
preceded the commandment to build the Mishkan. So according to Rashi the Cheit Haeigel took place 
before the Parsha of Terumah and Tetzaveh and we use the principle of (הרותב רחואמו םדקומ ןיא) and the 
Parshiyos are not always in order of the sequence of events.  

The Ramban however in many places including the beginning of Parshas Vayakhel disagrees and says 
that the commandment to build the Mishkan was before the building of the Eigel. Klal Yisrael was 
commanded to build the Mishkan and after the Cheit Haeigel they were deemed unworthy of the Mishkan 
residing among them and only later when Moshe Rabbeinu came down on Yom Kippur with the second 
set of Luchos was the commandment actually fulfilled and the people built the Mishkan. This Ramban is 
the Shitta of the Zohar.  

So we have 2 opinions. Rashi says the Cheit Ha’eigel was before the commandment to build the Mishkan 
and the Ramban says that the commandment to build a Mishkan preceded the Cheit Ha’eigel. Of course 
the Ramban fits better with the order of the Parshiyos of the Torah.  

There is a problem here because in Parshas Tetzaveh when there was a commandment to make the Bigdei 
Kehunah we have mentioned numerous times that it was for Aharon and his children as Kohanim. 
According to Rashi it is fine, after the Eigel Aharon and his children are going to be Kohanim. However, 
according to the Ramban where the Parshiyos of Terumah and Tetzaveh preceded the Cheit Ha’eigel we 
have a serious difficulty. Before the Eigel was built, the Bigdei Kehunah were going to be for the 
Bechorim. So the question then is, why does it say for Aharon and his children? This is a Kasha on the 
Shitta of the Ramban.  

The grandchildren of the Steipler printed some of his notes and letters in a Sefer called Rishumai Kehillas 
Yaakov. In there, there is a letter that addresses this and the Steipler says something that is an 
extraordinary Chiddush, not something that we would have understood on our own, but once we hear it 
many things come out good.  
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The Steipler says the following Chiddush. Aharon and his descendents were going to be Kohanim in any 
event. We learn this in Parshas Shemos 4:14 when Rashi says (דיפקמ אהיש רובס התאשכ אל :ובלב חמשו ךארו 
 that Aharon saw Moshe Rabbeinu when he was (בלה לע ןותנה ןשחה ידעל ןרהא הכז םשמו .הלודגל הלוע התאש ךילע
returning to Mitzrayim and he rejoiced with the good fortune of Moshe Rabbeinu. The Schar for that was 
that the Kehuna went to Aharon.   

Aharon was going to be Kohen anyway. The whole issue of Bechor or Sheivet Levi had to do with the 
Leviim alone. Only the Leviim were people who achieved their status because of the Cheit Ha’eigel, 
because they refrained from participating. So that Aharon would have been Kohen anyway. The whole 
Parshas Bamidbar and Parshas Behaloscha was a tradeoff of Bechorim against Leviim. It was only the 
Leviim who were Zoche after the Cheit Ha’eigel.  

A Raya to this is if the Bechorim were to be Kohanim why were the Bechorim of Sheivet Levi deprived 
of that privilege? If the Bechorim were supposed to be Kohanim so then a Bechor from Sheivet Levi 
should have been a Kohen even after the Cheit Ha’eigel?  

Therefore says the Steipler, it must be that the Kohanim were going to be Kohanim anyway and it had 
nothing to do with the Cheit Ha’eigel and the whole issue is a tradeoff of Leviim and Bechorim and that is 
it. This of course answers both questions the question (that was supposed to be the question of the week) 
of (איבנו ןהכ 'ה שדקמב גרהי םא) and the question of Aharon and his children from Parshas Tetzaveh.  

There is a bonus, because it answers something else as well. It is known in the name of the Ohr Hachaim 
Hakadosh that the Bechorim will return to do the Avodah when Moshiach comes. We don’t know where 
the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh learned that from because we don’t have Midrashim that say it. However, we 
are relying in the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh.   

It is a problem because the Gemara says how do we know that there will be Techiyas Hameisim? We 
know it because the Posuk says Terumah will be given to Aharon Hakohen. The problem is that Aharon 
never lived to enter Eretz Yisrael to receive Terumah. The Gemara says in the Yemos Hamashiach he will 
receive Terumah. If Kohanim will no longer be Kohanim after Moshiach comes as the Ohr Hachaim 
Hakadosh seems to say, why would Aharon get Terumah? According to the Steipler’s Yesod it is 
beautiful, the Kohanim are Kohanim. The entire issue is an issue of Leviim alone.  

There are other questions that are answered by this. If you bear this in mind in Parshas Bamidbar and 
Parshas Behaloscha you will see that other difficulties are answered as well. It is a beautiful Yesod.  

A second thought: Something that troubles many people about the Eigel is the contradiction (or the 
apparent contradiction) in the Divrei Chazal. On the one hand Chazal tell us that only 3,000 Jews served 
or bowed down to the Eigel. More than that, they were the Eiruv Rav and were not really the main body 
of Klal Yisrael. Chazal also tell us as the Ramban is Maarich, that the Eigel was never meant to be an 
Avodah Zorah. Klal Yisrael wanted the Eigel in place of Moshe Rabbeinu as an intermediary. There is 
something wrong but still it doesn’t seem to be as serious an Aveira as we find on the second hand that 
there is a tremendous punishment L’doros to Klal Yisrael for what had taken place during the Cheit 
Ha’eigel. Therefore this entire episode, everything that takes place here needs to be explained in a clearer 
light.  
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I saw a beautiful Vort from the Chasam Sofer in Toras Moshe page # 397 here on this week’s Parsha that 
explains it although the Chasam Sofer is really coming to explain something else. We find that when 
Moshe Rabbienu comes down from Har Sinai right before he goes and destroys the Luchos and kills those 
who bowed to the Eigel, he has an exchange with Yehoshua. Yehoshua says in 32:17 ( קֹול-ֶאת יְהֹוֻׁשעַ  ַוּיְִׁשַמע 
 I hear the sound of battle in the camp. Moshe Rabbeinu (ַּבַּמֲחנֶה ,ִמְלָחָמה קֹול ,המֹׁשֶ -ֶאל ,ַוּיֹאֶמר ;ְּבֵרעֹה ,ָהָעם
responds in 32:18 (ׁשֵֹמעַ  ָאנִֹכי ,ַעּנֹות קֹול ;ֲחלּוָׁשה ֲענֹות ,קֹול ְוֵאין ,ְּגבּוָרה ֲענֹות קֹול ֵאין ,ַוּיֹאֶמר) meaning it is not the 
sound of people winning the battle or losing the battle. I hear the sound of people speaking against G-d. 
Yehoshua’s mistake of thinking that is was the noise of battle does not seem to be important enough to be 
recorded in the Chumash. What does that have to do with the Cheit Ha’eigel?  

Says the Chasam Sofer beautifully, Moshe Rabbeinu had heard from the Ribbono Shel Olam himself that 
Klal Yisrael sinned by creating a Eigel and bowing to it. Moshe Rabbeinu assumed that there must be 
some Tzaddikim, some righteous people who are not silent and stood up against those that are making the 
Eigel. He assumed that when he came down that there would be a battle taking place. It didn’t happen. 
Yehoshua assumed the same thing as is evident from the Posuk (ַּבַּמֲחנֶה ,ִמְלָחָמה קֹול), there must be some 
battle going on. To Moshe Rabbeinu’s great disappointment there was not. The Cheit of the multitudes of 
Klal Yisrael is that when this group created an Eigel and said 32:4 (יְִׂשָרֵאל ֱא�ֶהי� ֵאֶּלה) the multitude of Jews 
didn’t speak up. They did not fight a battle against those who were creating the Eigel. That is the Cheit 
Ha’eigel.  

Rabbeuin Yonah writes that someone who isn’t Mochiach when he sees a sin is considered as an 
accessory to the sin. That is what happened here, of course they on their lofty Madreiga were judged very 
seriously. Therefore, Klal Yisrael was judged for participating in the Cheit Ha’eigel because there was no 
Milchamah that had taken place at that time. This gives a new light of what took place. What took place 
was the silence of Klal Yisrael in the face of something terrible that was taking place and there should 
have been someone to speak up against what happened. For that they were included (so to speak) in the 
Cheit Ha’eigel.  

The Satmar Rebbe in Divrei Yoel brings a Chasam Sofer who says now he understands a Gemara. The 
Gemara in Maseches Yevamos 62a (12 lines from the top) says (אוהש חספ המו רמא שרד יאמ תוחולה תא רביש 
 המכו המכ תחא לע םירמומ לארשיו הלוכ הרותה וב לכאי אל רכנ ןב לכ הרות הרמא תוצמ הרשע שלשו תואמ ששמ דחא
 Moshe (תרבשש ךחכ רשיי השמל ה"בקה היל רמא שיקל שיר רמאו תרבש רשא ביתכד םוקמה תעדל ותעד המיכסהו
Rabbeinu broke the Luchos because he made the following calculation. The Korban Pesach is one 
Mitzvah out of 613 and it says (וב לכאי אל רכנ ןב לכ), that Jews who are not true to the Torah can’t 
participate. So all Taryag Mitzvos certainly, and he broke the Luchos. So it was a Kal V’chomer from 
Korban Pesach. The Maharsha asks by Korban Pesach if the Korban is Shechted for Keshairim and 
Mumrim together. If there are eligible and ineligible people participating in the Korban Pesach, the 
Korban Pesach is Kosher. So too the Luchos should have been acceptable because there were some who 
were not eligible because of this Kal V’chomer but many who were eligible. So the Maharsha says if the 
Kal V’chomer is from Korban Pesach it shouldn’t be a good Kal V’chomer.  

Says the Divrei Yoel the Satmar Rebbe, according to the Chasam Sofer it is Geshmak. Everyone was 
included in the Onesh of the Eigel. All the participants were included because they didn’t take up a 
Milchamah against those who were bowing to the Eigel. They had no right to be counted separately. A 
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beautiful Vort. R’uyim L’mi Amorom. The Satmar Rebbe who fought the Milchemes Hashem all of his 
life.  

Something that is a bit surprising in the Parsha. As you know Klal Yisrael is Over the Eigel and Moshe 
Rabbeinu judges them. As you know it says in this week’s Parsha 32:11 (ֱא�ָקיו ירָור ְּפנֵי-ֶאת ,מֶֹׁשה ַויְַחל). 
Moshe Rabbeinu begs Hashem for forgiveness. I would think first you straighten things out by having 
people destroy the Eigel and then beg for forgiveness.  

What struck me as strange in the Parsha is that (ֱא�ָקיו ירָור ְּפנֵי-ֶאת ,מֶֹׁשה ַויְַחל) happens before Moshe 
Rabbeinu comes down and destroys the Eigel. It seems strange because Moshe Rabbeinu was begging for 
forgiveness during that time that the people are in the process of  bowing to the Eigel and dancing around 
the Eigel. I would have thought that Moshe Rabbeinu would come down, take care of his business and 
then go back up and beg forgiveness. It is a bit strange!!! Don’t you agree?  

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5770 

-ִאיׁש ְוִהְרגּו ,ַּבַּמֲחנֶה ,ָלַׁשַער ִמַּׁשַער ּוָוׁשּוב ִעְברּו ;יְֵרכֹו-ַעל ,ַחְרּבֹו-ִאיׁש ִׂשימּו ,יְִׂשָרֵאל ֱא�רי יְרָור ָאַמר-ּכֹה ,ָלֶהם ַוּיֹאֶמר  זכ 32:27
 The Leviim were called upon by Moshe Rabbeinu to carry out the death ְקרֹבֹו-ֶאת ְוִאיׁש ,ֵרֵעהּו-ֶאת ְוִאיׁש ָאִחיו-ֶאת
sentence of those who were Chayuv Misah. Rashi explains that sometimes a person had to give Misah to 
a relative and Moshe Rabbeinu said don’t look, even if it is your relative you should still give him Misah.  

Actually later in V’zois Habracha it is even more explicit by the Beracha of Levi. In 33:9 it says, ָהאֵֹמר  ט 
 ויבאל רמואה ,Rashi says יִנְצֹרּו ּוְבִריְת� ,ִאְמָרֶת� ָׁשְמרּו ִּכי  :יָָדע �א ָּבנָו-ְוֶאת ,ִהִּכיר �א ֶאָחיו-ְוֶאת ,ְרִאיִתיו �א ,ּוְלִאּמֹו ְלָאִביו
 אוהו ומא יבא תא גורהל םיתיוצו יול ינב לכ ילא ופסאנ ,ילא 'רל ימ (וכ ,בל תומש) יתרמאו לגעב ואטחשכ :ויתיאר אל ומאלו
 םה םיול ירהש ,שממ וינב ןכו ויבאמ ויחאו שממ ויבא שרפל רשפא יאו .ושע ןכו ,ותב ןב תא וא ,ומאמ ויחא תא וא ,לארשימ
 This means that the Leviim carried out the Chiyuv Misah even  יול ינב לכ רמאנש םהמ דחא אטח אל יול טבשמו
on relatives that they were Michuyav to be Mechabeid.  

We have a Klal Gadol that anytime you have 2 Mitzva obligations that come into conflict if it is possible 
to be Mekayeim both of them we do them both. Here there were 22,000 Leviim who were able to be 
Mekayeim this command, so why did it have to come out that a grandson had to kill a grandfather who 
was Chayuv Misah if a different Levi can kill that person and he wouldn’t be Oiver the Kibbud aspect?  

A possible Teretz was suggested. When it comes to hating someone who does Aveiros, a person has to be 
Mechavein L’sheim Shamayim. He has to really mean it and there can’t be a personal Negi’yos. Rav Pam 
used to say the Pesukim from Tehillim 139:21-23 ַּתְכִלית  בכ ֶאְתקֹוָטט ,ּוִבְתקֹוְמֶמי�    ;ֶאְׂשנָא יְרָור ְמַׂשנְֶאי�-ֲהלֹוא  אכ 
 Dovid Hamelech is saying, someone ַׂשְרַעָּפי ְוַדע ,ְּבָחנֵנִי    ;ְלָבִבי ְוַדע ,ֵאל ָחְקֵרנִי  גכ ִלי ָהיּו ,ְלאֹויְִבים    ;ְׂשנֵאִתים ִׂשנְָאה
who hates you Hashem, I hate them. Those who fight with you Hashem, I am fighting with them. I hate 
them with an ultimate hatred. After this, Dovid says examine me Hashem and check my heart see that I 
am L’sheim Shamayim.  

Rav Pam would mention Yeihu who killed the Oivdei Habal upon the command of Yona  Hanavi. Later 
when he committed the Aveira of Avoda Zorah he was punished for killing the Oivdei Habal because if 
you kill people for being Oived Avoida Zorah than you can’t be Oiver it yourself.  
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The Gemara says, that only Shmuel Hakatan could write the Beracha of V’lamalshinim because of the 
same idea. That only someone who is righteous and is doing his actions L’sheim Shamayim can write a 
Beracha out of Kanayos.  

Rav Tzaddok writes that any time a Mitzvah comes B’tzuras Aveira it has to be L’sheim Shamayim. 
Sometimes a person has a Mitzvah to say Lashon Hora to save someone from a problem; you have to be 
Mechavein to say the Lashon Hora L’sheim Shamayim.  

Yibum is a similar example that you have to be Mechavein L’sheim Shamayim because it comes B’tzuras 
an Aveira of marrying a sister in law.  

Perhaps, this concept can be used by our Parsha. Moshe Rabbeinu was saying that you should go kill the 
people who were Oived Avoda Zorah. Maybe the person doing the killing is not being Mechavein 
L’sheim Shamayim? So Adaraba, the person doing the killing should be the person who is the most 
reluctant to kill by having him kill his own relatives. These are the people who will be Mechavein 
L’sheim Shamayim.  

32:19 Moshe Rabbeinu broke the Luchos. There are 2 seemingly contradictory Divrei Chazal. On the one 
hand the Gemara says that Hashem said thank you to Moshe for breaking the Luchos. On the other hand 
we have the Divrei Chazal that the letters from the Luchos fell into the air and the stones became so heavy 
that Moshe Rabbeinu couldn’t carry them because they lost the Kedushah. This seems to be a 
contradiction because one opinion is that Moshe broke them and the other opinion is that they became so 
heavy that Moshe Rabbeinu couldn’t carry them.  

Rav Yisrael Salanter answers the contradiction by saying that there are 2 Luchos. One was the Bein Adam 
Lamakoim and the other was the Bein Adam L’chaveiroi. When Klal Yisrael was Oiver the Aveira of 
Avoida Zorah then the first set of Luchos with the 5 Mitzvois of Bein Adam Lamakoim became too heavy 
for Moshe Rabbeinu to hold. Then Moshe was left holding the second set with the 5 Mitzvois of Bein 
Adam L’chaveiroi to Klal Yisrael, however, he said Bein Adam L’makoim or Bein Adam L’chaveiroi 
without the other one doesn’t go. So one was broken by Moshe and the other broke on its own.  

In 32:19 it says, אָֹתם ַויְַׁשֵּבר ,ַהֻּלחֹת-ֶאת ִמּיָָדו ַוּיְַׁשֵל� ,מֶֹׁשה ַאף-ַוּיִַחר ;ּוְמחֹ�ת ,ָהֵעגֶל-ֶאת ַוּיְַרא ,ַהַּמֲחנֶה-ֶאל ָקַרב ַּכֲאֶׁשר ,ַויְִהי  טי, 
 The K’siv is Miyadoi from his hand, singular, because only one broke by Moshe Rabbeinu  ָהָהר ַּתַחת
breaking it.  

Rav Pam used to say that a Yid has 2 Simanei Kashrus, Bein Adam Lamakoim and Bein Adam 
L’chaveiroi and just like by a Behaima with one Siman and without the other Siman renders the animal 
more disgusting than one that is totally Treif, so too someone who is wonderful in Bein Adam 
L’chaveiroi and terrible in Bein Adam Lamakoim its very bad. This is because they will say how great is 
his actions are because they see his Bein Adam L’chaveiroi, however, they will learn Rishus from him. 
The reverse is true as well if he has only the Siman of Bein Adam Lamakoim and not Bein Adam 
L’chaveiroi.  

Recently we suffered the Petira of Rav Druk one of the Magiddim in Eretz Yisrael in Yerushalayim, one 
of the best known Magiddim. I once heard the same idea from him and he said it about the Snapir 
V’kaskeses the two Simanim of a fish (This is also brought in his Sefer on Chumash Darash Mordechai 
on Chumash Vayikra page # 136). Snapir, the fins that guide a fish through the water is the Bein Adam 
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Lamakoim. Kaskeses the scales are like coins one on top of the other that represents the Bein Adam 
L’chaveiroi. The Gemara in Maseches Chullin 66b (2nd line from top says) (ול שי תשקשק ול שיש לכ םתה ןנת 
 any fish that does not have scales certainly does not have fins, because a person who does not have (ריפנס
Bein Adam Lachaveiroi certainly does not have Bein Adam Lamakoim.  

A Vort on Parshas Parah. The Yesoid of Tumah Rav Schorr writes is, Misah and the Yesoid of Taharah is 
Chiyus. The Posuk says in Iyuv 14:4 (ֶאָחד �א --ִמָּטֵמא ,ָטהֹור יִֵּתן-ִמי). Rav Schorr explains this reference to 
birth in a very technical way. The baby is born from a Tipa of Shicvas Zera. The baby comes out of a 
Mekor that is a Makom Tamei, from the Uterus that has a Din of Tamei because the baby comes out with 
Dam. Yet, a baby is Tahor. Shouldn’t we have to Toivel the baby in a Mikva to make him/her Tahor? The 
Teretz is, Chiyus is the biggest M’taheir.  

With this Rav Schorr explains a Gemara in Maseches Niddah. The Gemara says that Rav Chananya was 
asked when the Maisim get up by Techiyas Hamaisim how will they become Tahor? Someone who is 
Tamei Mais gets sprinkled with the Parah Aduma to become Tahor, so how does a Mais himself become 
Tahor? The Gemara explains that the Shaila was a Divrei Shtus because Chiyus is the biggest M’taheir.  

He brings a Mekor from a fruit that is Tamei that has seeds that are Tamei. If you were to plant those 
seeds and a tree would grow with fruit, that fruit is Tahor. Ai the fruit came from that original Tamei 
seed? Chiyus is the biggest M’taheir.  

Rav Moshe was asked if it is permissible to reattach a limb like a finger to a Kohen’s hand. An Eiver is 
Tamei B’maga and a Kohen is not allowed to become Tamei. Rav Moshe said it is permissible to reattach 
it because the place that it is being attached to is not exposed. The Halacha is that a Bais Hastarim is not 
Mekabeil Tumah.  

The question is, how can the Kohen later touch the outside of his own finger? Chiyus is the biggest 
M’taheir.  

Tahara and Tumah are used as references to Kedusha and the lack of Kedusha as well. Chiyus in Avoidas 
Hashem and Chiyus in Ruchniyos is Takeh a M’taheir. Someone who has a Chiyus in his Davening and a 
Chiyus in his learning, being as alive as one can be is the biggest M’taheir.  

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ki Sisa 5769 

The Ketoires is in this week’s Parsha. It is important to say the Parshas Ketoires in Davening by 
Shacharis. There are 11 Simanim of the Ketoires. In 30:34 ( ּוְׁשֵחֶלת נָָטף ,ַסִּמים ְל�-ַקח מֶֹׁשה-ֶאל יְרָור ַוּיֹאֶמר 
 .(זַָּכה ּוְלבֹנָה ,ַסִּמים ,ְוֶחְלְּבנָה ּוְׁשֵחֶלת נָָטף) ,it tells us only about 4 Simanim (יְִהיֶה ,דְּבבַ  ַּבד  :זַָּכה ּוְלבֹנָה ,ַסִּמים ,ְוֶחְלְּבנָה
Everything else is learned out of a Ribui. Isn’t it strange that it should only mention 4 Simanim out of the 
11, and everything else is learned out of a Ribui?  

In the Braisa that is mentioned by Shacharis it says Pitum Haketoires Keitzad it had 365 portions + 3 
extra for Yom Kippur. So the entire year supply was 368 Manim. It then goes on to list all of them. The 4 
ingredients listed in the Torah have 70 each, which brings us to 280. So they are the main ingredients. 
This is why it is not surprising that the Torah only mentions these 4. The next largest ingredient is only 16 
Mana each.  
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The Moiadim are mentioned here in the Parsha. There is a Diyuk in the Toiras Hashem. When it says 
Chag Hasukkos. It says in 34:22, (ַהָּׁשנָה ,ְּתקּוַפת--ָהָאִסיף ,ְוַחג). Rashi explains, (הנשה תרזחב איהש :הנשה תפוקת, 
  .Tekufah means beginning of the year (האבה הנשה תלחתב

In Parshas Mishpatim, in 23:16, it says (ַהָּׁשנָה ְּבֵצאת ָהָאִסף ְוַחג). So it seems very strange. Pashut P’shat is in 
Mishpatim it refers to the end of the agricultural year, while here it refers to the beginning of the calendar 
year.  

In the Mayanah Shel Toirah there is a P’shat based on a Medrash. The Medrash says by the Cheit 
Ha’eigel, that when the Yidden left Mitzrayim in Nissan they got Pesach, in Iyar they got Pesach Sheini, 
in Sivan they got Shavuois. When it came to Tammuz we should have received another Yom Tov. 
However, because of the Cheit Ha’ageil they did not receive any more Yomim Toivim until Tishrei where 
they received Kappara. So Al Pi Medrash it says that Hashem said I will pay back the 3 Yomim Toivim 
that you didn’t receive the last 3 months with Rosh Hashonoh, Yom Kippur, and Sukkos. Sh’mini Atzeres 
will be the 4th Yom Tov, and that would be allocated to Tishrei. According to that, Rosh Hashonoh 
would have been connected to Tammuz, Yom Kippur to Av, and Sukkos to Elul. So before the Cheit 
Ha’Eigel in Parshas Mishpatim, the Yom Tov that is K’neged Sukkos would have been B’tzeis Hashanah. 
At the end of the year. Here in Parshas Ki Sisa where we are holding after the Cheit Ha’Eigel, Sukkos is 
Tikufas Hashanah at the beginning of the year. It reflects the Shinui in Shamayim on how the Yom Tov of 
Sukkos was given.  

Rebbi had asked Pre-Purim how did they let Haman’s body hang so long. Haman was hung in Nissan, his 
sons in Adar. His body hung for 11 months. We had also mentioned that Haman as an Eved Canani had a 
Din of a Yid, so Loi Solin would apply to him. That being said, how are we to understand the fact that his 
body was left hanging for 11 months?  

There is a Medrash that answers another question that Rebbi always had. Every Chanukah in the Ma’oiz 
Tzur, we say regarding the story of Purim, Roiv Banav V’kinyanav Al Ha’eitz Talisah. What is the Pshat 
in Roiv Banav? There is a Gemarah that says that Haman had 30 children, so 10 children being hung isn’t 
Roiv?  

There is a Sefer Igeres HaPurim that says the Kasha can be answered by a Toisafois in Maseches 
Chagigah 11a in Dibbur Hamaskil B’rum Gimmel Amos (חכומדכ המוק תומא 'ד קיזחמ םדאש ג"עאו .תומא 'ג םורב 
 'ד טקנד אהו דצה ןמ ושאר תא ןיכרהל יצמו שארה דבל תומא 'ג אלא וניא םדאה תמוק תומא 'ד ךוכה ךרואד ןיכוכד ןיתעמשב
 ומצע היבגהל לוכיש ונייה תומא 'ד הייאר רועיש הייאר קזיה יבג (:ב ףד) ב"בד ק"פב וניצמד ג"עאו ןוראה ידיצ יבוע םושמ תומא
 ןתמוק הבוגש שרדמה יפ לע רדסנש רתסא תליגמ לש םוגרתב ןמה ינבד אדבועב חכומ ןכו תומא 'ד ץיציש דע ויתועבצא ישאר לע
 ארק יעתשמ ןכו היילתה םדוק רבכ םיגרהנ ויהו הרשעה לכ תיילת יפל תומא םישמח םור לע ליזאו בישחקד שארה דבל תומא 'ג
 םדא החילסב דסי טייפה םגו ויה הגירה ללכבש עמשמ ןמה ינב תרשע תאו שיא תואמ שמח דבאו םידוהיה וגרה הריבה ןשושב
 There it is brought down that a person’s height up to the .(הלוגמ ריוא (תישימחו) תיעיברהו תומא שלשב שיא םוקב
neck is 3 Amos. This is not counting the head.  Toisafois discusses that the 11 people hung on the 50 
Amah tree are only left 3 Amos per person. Toisafois concludes that they were all hung without their 
heads. They had been killed and then hung. What this Sefer suggests is that maybe there is no Issur Loi 
Salin if the head is missing, because the Issur of Loi Salin is because of the Tzelem Eloikim. So Roiv 
Banav V’kinyanav Al Ha’eitz Talisah, a possible Pshat is that it was Roiv Banav because the head was 
missing when they were hung.  
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When Moshe comes down from the Har and breaks the Luchois, why didn’t he break it before coming 
down? The Pasuk says that Moshe saw them being Oived the Eigel so he broke the Luchois. One of the 
Teirutzim that the Maharsha asks is Einoi Doimeh Shmiya L’ri’iya. So he had to break the Luchois.  

Rav Moshe in Darash Moshe and Iggrois Moshe, has a difficulty. To say that a Shmiya from Hashem is 
less than a Ri’iya is Shver? It says when Moshe came close to the Machaneh and he saw the Eigel and the 
dancing, he got angry and he threw them from his hands. Moshe knew that they were being Oived the 
Eigel, so he thought he would come down and help them to Teshuvah. However, when he actually saw 
them, they were having liveliness in being Dan the Eigel, then Vayichar Af Moshe and he threw them 
down. The dancing from Purim should bring us closer to Hashem. Normally by a line, the most important 
person is in the front. Dancing is different in that in the circle the person in front holds hands with the 
person in the back.   


