
Parshas Ki Sisa – כי לא ידענו מה היה 

Believing is Seeing 

How to go from the height of  גילוי שכינהwith Kabbolas HaTorah at Har Sinai, to the depths of idol 

worship with the Golden Calf, in Forty days or less. Truly, it seems inexplicable. Chazal reassure 

us that only a small fraction of the Yidden actually participated, goaded on by the Eirev Rav. 

Nevertheless, even this fringe group had to have been greatly influenced and elevated by the 

events at Har Sinai. How could they fall for the allure of idolatrous nonsense in such a setting?  

We may point out the fickleness of human nature, in general. How quick people are, when 

opportunity knocks, to dive after some Yetzer Hara.  אל תאמין בעצמך עד יום מותך– nobody, even 

the “Shenster and the Bester”, can trust their selves to be safe from the magnetism of some juicy 

Aveirah. All the same, this was, as Chazal so aptly describe it,  ככלה בתוך חופתה– like a bride 

betraying her newlywed husband, right there under their Chuppah. She didn’t even leave time for 

their relationship to grow stale. 

Emunah is the greatest underpinning of a life dedicated to קיום המצוות and Avodas Hashem. In a 

time of crisis or challenge, Emunah is what, ultimately, separates the men from the boys. There 

were many Holocaust victims that, unfortunately, lost their connection to the Jewish people and 

never again felt a “Yiddisheh Ta’am” in their lives. Yet, so many more faced the specter of death 

and the challenge of new life, with unflagging Emunah that the Ribono shel Olam is there, with 

them, somewhere. Emunah, though, cannot be taken for granted. There are those who say and 

sing and feel some emotion that they label as Emunah. However, when push comes to shove, 

they may quickly fold under duress. Where is the equanimity and steadfastness that comes with 

Emunah, when it is needed most? Emunah is not just a song or a “Gefil” - an emotion. It is an 

empowerment and a staunchness, which supports us to remain steadfast in all circumstances 

and under any conditions. 

Those Yidden who succumbed to the חטא העגל, saw Hashem, only when Hashem revealed 

Himself, in all His Glory, at Matan Torah. In the face of uncertainty and doubt –  וירא העם כי בושש

 .though, they felt no connection to Hashem’s hidden presence. To them, seeing is believing ,משה

To a true Ma’amin, however, the guiding hand of Hashgacha is ever-present -  ואפילו בהסתרה

 Chazal teach that they saw a vision of Moshe being .שבתוך ההסתרה בודאי גם שם נמצא ה' יתברך

carried in a funeral procession. It goes both ways. Those who want to allow their fears and 

weaknesses to overflow the dam, will swear that all the signs pointing to collapse were clear. 

Those who will stay strong, will not be נתפעל. The Maaminim will constantly testify how they clearly 

saw and felt Hashgacha Protis guiding them to overcome obstacles and encourage them on their 

path of Ehrlichkeit and Yiras Shomayim, much to the skepticism of others not so strong.  

R’ Naftali Amsterdam zt”l, Talmid of R’ Yisroel Salanter, once related that he had a sleepless 

night, due to a constant commotion of doors crashing open and closed and windows being 

smashed. When he got up the next morning, he realized that it was now thirty days that he had 

been occupying an apartment, and he should have put up Mezuzos the day before. Perhaps that 

is why he experienced all the disturbance that denied him a night’s sleep. A fellow who was 

present during the conversation, scoffed at the suggestion. As a fundraiser, frequently on the 



road, he ended up sleeping in homes without Mezuzos on a number of occasions. He never had 

a problem sleeping. R’ Yisroel commented that those who live with active Emunah, that the Yad 

Hashem is always guiding them, will constantly experience such moments of clear Hashgacha 

and even preternatural occurrences. Those who rely only on predictable and reasonable, here 

and now circumstances, will fail to see how the Eibishter was there all along, ready to show them 

the way. 

The constant behind-the-scenes Hashgacha, that gave us the miracle of Purim, lays the 

groundwork for us, to absorb the lessons of the Yad Chazakah of the astonishingly miraculous 

Yetzias Mitzrayim. Once we realize that the hidden Hand of Hashgacha Protis in every part of our 

day, is as amazingly powerful as the openly miraculous Hand of המוציאך מארץ מצרים, we can 

expect and look forward to 'ישועת ה, without any doubt at all. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Thursday, Parshas Ki Sisa-18 Adar 

Rav Alexander Ziskind (1700-1794), authored the mussar work, Yesod V'shoresh Ha'avoda, 

which contains how one should behave every hour of the day and kavanos for tefillos and mitvos, 

as well as Karnei Ohr, a commentary on the Zohar.  

Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, mashgiach of Ponevezh (1885-1974). Born in Warsaw in 1896 to 

Osminer Chassidim,, he he lost his mother at age 5. At 13, he joined the 

yeshiva at Lomza. Early in life, he moved to Radin to learn with the Chafetz 

Chaim. There, he met the mashgiach, Rav Yerucham Levovitz, who wasa 

talmid of the Alter of Kelm. In 1919, while Reb Yeruchom was serving as 

mashgiach, the Mirrer Yeshiva was exiled from its hometown of Mir, Poland, 

into Russia and then to Vilna. Reb Chatzkel, who was then learning in Mir, 

was asked by the rosh yeshiva, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to supervise 

the yeshiva's spiritual welfare until Reb Yeruchom returned. Reb Chatzkel 

was approached by Rav Aharon Kotler, who headed Yeshivas Eitz Chaim 

in Kletsk, to come and serve as mashgiach ruchani in his yeshiva. Reb Chatzkel accepted. In 

1935, he moved to Eretz Yisrael to serve as mashgiach of Yeshivas Lomza in Petach Tikvah, 

which was headed by Rav Reuven Katz, but he moved back to serve as mashgiach in Mir after 

the petira of Reb Yerucham. After 2 years in America, he served as mashgiach at the Mir in Israel, 

then – upon the passing of Rav Dessler – at Ponevezh.  

 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Ki Sisa/Parshas Parah-20 Adar  

Choni HaMeagel draws his circle and davened for rain till Hashem responded as he asked. 

Birthday of The Golem of The Maharal of Prague (1580) 

Rav Yoel Sirkes of Cracow, (the Bach) (1561-1641), author of Bayis Chadash on the Tur, in 

which he traced each law to its source in the gemarah. He had several rabbinic appointments 



throughout Poland, lastly as Chief Rabbi of Cracow in 1619. He was the teacher and father-in-

law of Rav Dovid HaLevy, the Taz.  

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1910-1995), born in the Shaarei Chesed neighborhood of 

Yerushalayim to Rav Chaim Yehuda Leib Auerbach, author of Chacham Lev 

and rosh yeshiva of Shaar Hashamayim. Rav Shlomo Zalman learned at Etz 

Chaim yeshiva. During the next 19 years he wrote Meorei Eish on the laws of 

electricity, Maadeanei Haaretz on laws regarding agriculture in Eretz Yisrael, 

as well as a commentary on Shev Shmaatsa. In 1949, he left Etz Chaim to 

succeed Rav Yechiel Schlesinger as Rosh Yeshiva of Kol Torah Yeshiva in 

the Rechavia section of Yerushalayim. He was the author of Minchas Shlomo. 

His brother-in-law was Rav Shalom Schwadron. His piskei halacha on 

Shabbos are found throughout the sefer Shmiras Shabbos Kehilchasa, written 

by his talmid Rav Yehoshua Neuwirth. 

Sunday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pikudei 21 Adar  

Daryavesh (Darius) II, son of Achashveirosh and Esther, heir to the Persian throne, authorizes 

building of the second Bais HaMikdash (around 3 years after Nes Purim) 

Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, author of Noam Elimelech, (1717-1787). Learned under the 

Maggid of Mezritch. Among his students were Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heshel of Apta, The 

Chozeh of Lublin, the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov.  

Rav Yitzchak Elchonon Spector, Rav of Kovno (1817-1896), lived in Kovno 1866-1896. After 

he married (to Sara Raizel), he moved to Volkovisk where his father-in-law 

comfortably supported him. The rav in Volkovisk at that time was Rav 

Binyamin Diskin. A great luminary himself, he was also famous for his 

illustrious son, Rav Yoshua Leib Diskin, the rav of Brisk, who later moved to 

Eretz Yisrael. In 1837, when he was 20 years old, he accepted the offer to 

become rav of the small village of Zebelen, and then became rav in Baraze 

in 1839. He became rav of Novardok in 1851 and rav of Kovno in 1864. He 

held the position in Kovno for 32 years. He authored Be’er Yitzchak and Eyn 

Yitzchak (both teshuvos) and Nachal Yitzchak on Choshen Mishpat. 

 

Monday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pikudei 22 Adar  

Vernal Equinox – March 20 6:28 A.M. EDT. Spring begins. 

 

Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein (1829-1908). Born in Bobroysk, author of the 

Aruch Hashulchan, Rav of Novardok for 34 years, father of Rav Baruch 

HaLevy Epstein (author of Torah Temima). 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei-23 Adar  

Day 1 of שבעת ימי המילואים. 

Rav Yitzchak Meir Alter of Ger (Chidushei HaRim) (1799-1866). The founder of Gerer dynasty, 

grandfather of Sfas Emes, Reb Yitzchak Meir was able to trace his lineage back to Rav Meir ben 

Baruch (the Maharam) of Rottenberg (1215-1293). His mother, Chaya Sarah, was orphaned early 

in life and was raised by her relative, the Kozhnitzer Maggid. The Maggid had a great influence 

on Yitzchak Meir during the latter’s early years. As he grew, he became a disciples of Rebbi 

Simcha Bunem of Pryschicha and then R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. At the insistence of the 

Chassidim, the Rim became leader after the death of the Kotzker. At the first Chassidic gathering 

over which he presided he declared, "Reb Simchah Bunem led with love, and R' Menachem 

Mendel with fear. I will lead with Torah!" He had 13 children and outlived them all, a tremendous 

personal tragedy. Yet, he accepted it all with love.  

 

Wednesday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei-24 Adar  

Rav Eliyahu HaKohen Ha'Itamari of Izmir, author of Shevet Mussar (according to some - 22 

Adar)(c1650-1729). He was the son of Rav Shlomoh HaKohen the Itamari, whose lineage 

apparently dates back to Itamar, the son of Aharon HaKohen. In his book, Ve'lo Od Ela, Rav 

Eliyahu describes the earthquake that shook Izmir, on a Shabbos in 1688, and the many miracles 

that occurred to the Jews of the city. All of the synagogues and batei medrash in the city remained 

intact, while all of the Moslem mosques collapsed. An hour after the earthquake, a huge fire burst 

forth and spread throughout the city, destroying what remained of it. However, the fire ceased at 

the Jewish Quarter, and did not penetrate it. His other works included Me'il Tzeddakah on the 

importance of giving tzeddakah, Medrash Talpiyot, Yado BaKol, Medrash Eliyahu, Aggadas 

Eliyahu, a two-volume commentary on the aggados of the Talmud Yerushalmi, Chut shel Chessed 

on the Chumash, Dana Peshara, on Shir HaShirim, Rus and Esther, almost 40 sefarim in all.  

Thursday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei -25 Adar  

Kedoshei Tolouse (2012) Murder of R’ Yonatan Rephael Sandler and three children by 

Terrorists. 

2:00 A.M. Friday morning - Israel springs forward to Daylight Savings Time till Sunday October 29. 
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