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The Lubavitcher Rebbe used to encourage 

the pioneering Chasidic artist Chenoch 

"Feter Hendel" Lieberman to participate in 

exhibitions. Once, in a face-to-face meeting, 

the Rebbe told him, "Each person on this 

earth is allotted a task. You have a talent... 

use it. Use it to encourage Jews to return to 

their Judaism. True, in the old days, 

painting was not considered an acceptable 

way to achieve this aim. Today it is. It is 
your way."  

Lieberman indeed saw his work as part of 

the general effort to awaken involvement in 

Judaism among the non-committed. "When 

they see my paintings, he remarked, "they 

can feel what it means to be a Jew." After 

an exhibit in Seattle, the local rabbi told him 

that his paintings had done more in ten days 

to arouse Jewish interest than ten years of 
the rabbi's own work. 

Lieberman tried to communicate with the 

estranged Jews of the generation not only 

though his art but also through his personal 

efforts. He often invited guests to his home 

for the Sabbath, held discussion groups with 

students, and devoted time to people who 

asked for his advice and counsel.  

Once, he was invited to attend an art 

exhibition in a large American city, where 

many well-regarded artists were to exhibit 

their works. Before accepting the invitation, 

he requested the advice of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe. The Rebbe instructed him to attend 

the exhibition, but not to stay in the hotel 

where the exhibition was being held. 

Rather, he should stay in another, nearby 

hotel.  R. Hendel did as the Rebbe asked. 

He rented a room in the hotel and brought 

with him enough kosher provisions to last 
for the duration of the exhibition. 

His paintings proved to be very popular 

among the exhibition viewers. His 

appearance, especially, attracted attention: 

A Jewish rabbi of the old generation, with 

side locks and a saintly look.  During his 

spare time, R. Hendel sat in his hotel room 

studying Torah, so as not to waste a minute. 

One day, while in his hotel room, he heard a 

knock at the door. A stranger, who turned 

out to be another artist exhibiting at the 
exhibition, stood there and asked for a few  

 

Chenoch Hendel Lieberman.             
“INTENSE PRAYER” (“Hisbonnenut”) 

minutes of his time.  R. Hendel ushered him 

in, and the man asked to borrow 

his tallit and tefillin. R. Hendel was surprised 

at the request, as the man did not look Jewish, 

but he complied happily. The man thanked R. 

Hendel and returned to his hotel room.  A 

while later, R. Hendel passed the man's room 

and heard sounds of sobbing. He was sure that 

the man was overcome with emotion and 

crying to G-d from the depths of his heart.  An 

hour later, the man returned the tefillin. R. 

Hendel noticed that the man's eyes were red 

and his face showed signs of deep emotion, 

but he pretended not to be aware of the 
change.   

The man came several more times over the 

next few days, asking to borrow R. Hendel's 

tefillin. His curiosity aroused, R. Hendel 

engaged the man in a personal conversation. 

The man conceded to R. Hendel that in his 

youth he had been a yeshiva student. Later, he 

became influenced by the communist ideology 

and left Judaism completely.  When he arrived 

in the hotel for the art exhibition, he passed by 

R. Hendel's room and heard his prayers, so 

full of longing and beautiful melodies. The 

experience brought back memories of his 

youth, when he had learned in yeshiva and 

prayed with tallit and tefillin. He remembered 

his Chassidic parents who had observed all the 

commandments stringently. The home had 

been filled with such light and warmth; the 

Shabbat and holidays were the highlights of 

their lives.  He could not contain his feelings 

any longer, and decided to borrow the tefillin 

from R. Hendel. Now his longing for his 

childhood faith grew within him, and he could not let 
a day pass without prayer. 

R. Hendel was deeply moved by the story. He now 

understood the scope of the Rebbe's vision. This 

must be the reason why the Rebbe asked him to 

participate in the exhibition and to stay in that hotel. 

The Rebbe, with his special spiritual sensitivity, had 

foreseen that this Jew would be there, and assigned 

R. Hendel the task of re-igniting his Jewish soul. R. 

Hendel's presence in the hotel caused the man to 

remember his past and return to his Creator.  At the 

close of the exhibition, the two men parted and R. 

Hendel returned to Crown Heights. He wrote a report 

to the Rebbe about all that had happened at the 

exhibition, and how a Jewish artist had been inspired 

to return to Judaism.  Not long afterward, R. Hendel 

was dumbfounded to read in a newspaper that the 

Jewish artist had passed away. The Rebbe had sent 

him on a mission to help this man return to G-d 

completely in his final days! 

 

Connections (2): Weekly Reading-- "l'kvod 

u'l'tiferet"-"For honor and for beauty" (Ex. ch. 28:2); 

Erev Purim, 13 Adar, is the yahrzeit of "Feter 
(Uncle) Hendel." 

Biographical notes: Chenoch "Feter Hendel" 

Lieberman (1900-13 Adar B 1976), a loyal 

Lubavitcher chasid, will always be remembered as 

the pioneering chasidic artist, the first of his kind to 

fuse creative expression and chassidic lifestyle. His 

paintings hang today in the New York Metropolitan 

Museum of art, London's Tate Gallery, museums in 

Paris, and many other places throughout the world. A 

few samples of his work may be found on the site of 

the Chai Art Gallery.  

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from an article 
posted on //Chabadinfo.com, plus three paragraphs from 
the following sources: An article by Joshua Dubrovsky, 
translated and edited by Shmuel Klatzkin and Felicia 
Herman for the Chassidic Art Institute of Brooklyn (and 
subsequently posted on //Chabad.org); a chapter in the 
book, Who's Who in Lubavitch, by Rabbi Chayim Dalfin; an 
article posted on //Chabadnews.us. 
                                                                             
Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com 
and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ 
weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 
20th year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-
volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat 
at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

 

The Pioneer 
Chasidic Artist 

 

Shabbat  T imes –  Terumah 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:03 6:15 

Tel Aviv 5:20 6:17 

Haifa 5:12 6:16 

Beer Sheva 5:21 6:17 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Until the giving of the Torah on Mount 

Sinai, the Jewish people's principal 

connection to G-d was through Moses. G-

d would speak to Moses, who would then 

pass on the commandment to the rest of 

the Jewish people. This week's Torah 

portion, Teruma, begins a new chapter in 

our worship of G-d and opens up a new 

means of communication: G-d asks the 

Children of Israel to build Him a 

Sanctuary, a special place where they will 

pray, offer sacrifices, and witness 

manifestations of G-dliness. 

Bust does G-d not already exist 

everywhere?  How could it be that G-d, 

Who is not limited in any sense, caused 

His Presence to rest on a particular, 

limited, physical site? 

To answer this question, one can 

employ an analogy taken from a natural 

phenomenon: When a high, brick wall 

falls down, the bricks from the highest part 

of the wall fall the farthest away. Those 

bricks that formed the lowest section of 

the wall remain very close to their original 

place. This principle applies as well to the 

spiritual realm - "The higher the spiritual 

source, the lower will be its manifestation 

in the corporeal world." 

As a further illustration we see that the 

better a person's understanding and grasp 

of a subject, the more he is able to explain 

the subject, however complex, to another - 

even to one with limited intelligence. 

Similarly, G-d's desire to dwell in a 

specific location does not point to His 

limitation, but is rather a manifestation of 

His infinite nature. It is precisely because 

G-d is without measure and omnipresent 

that He was able to dwell in a sanctuary 

made of wood and stone. 

There were also different degrees of 

holiness present in the Tabernacle, which 

traveled together with the Jews through the 

wilderness, and the Holy Temple, which 

was later erected in Jerusalem as a 

permanent dwelling. The Tabernacle was 

built mostly of material from the vegetable 

and animal kingdoms-wood and animal 

products; the Temple was built almost 

as a sanctuary to G-d. Just as the Children 

of Israel elevated their physical 

possessions by using them to build the 

Tabernacle and later the Temple, every 

Jew must now utilize his possessions in 

bringing the peace and light of Torah into 

the world. When we do this, and conduct 

even the most mundane aspects of our 

lives "for the sake of Heaven," we 

ourselves are sanctified and transformed 

into a sanctuary to G-d, and become active 

partners in imbuing the world with 

holiness. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages; Moshiach Now! and the 2nd 

half of the article on page 3 reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

 

                 WE ARE THE TEMPLE 

 

entirely of stone, taken from the 

realm of the inanimate, the lowest 

of all. The Holy Temple had the 

highest manifestation of G-dliness, 

from the highest spiritual source, 

and this was reflected in the fact 

that it was made of the lowliest 

building materials. 

"And they shall make Me a 

sanctuary and I will dwell in their 

midst." Today, because we have 

no Holy Temple, every Jew serves 

 

A HAPPY MOON 

One Motzei Yom Kippur ,the Baal Shem 

Tov went out with his chassidim to say 

Kiddush Levana, but the moon was concealed 

by the many clouds covering the sky.  

Entering his room, the Baal Shem Tov 

immersed himself in davening, and with many 

tears begged that the moon be revealed, but 

the clouds did not part.  

The chassidim, waiting for their Rebbe, 

broke out in joyful dancing, thanking Hashem 

for the Yom Kippur they had properly spent. 

Soon, the Baal Shem Tov, drawn by their joy, 

joined them, and suddenly, the clouds moved 

and the moon came out.  

With great ecstasy, the chassidim recited 

Kiddush Levana. Regarding this episode, the 

Baal Shem Tov would say, "What I could not 

bring about with my Sacred Unifications and 

Prayers, the chassidim were able to 

accomplish with joyfulness". 

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

Tabernacle could not have been built. By the same 

token, the average Jew - even if he is not at all 

learned - should not hesitate to approach G-d and 

holiness, for he must remember that the 
Tabernacle was built also of copper. 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 

And you shall make a crown of gold (zahav) 

around its border (Ex. 25:25) 

The numerical equivalent of the word "zahav" is 

the same as "David," as the crown of sovereignty 

was promised to King David and his descendants 
forever. Moshiach is a descendant of King David. 

(Baal HaTurim) 

 

 

A contribution from every man whose 

heart prompts him (Exodus 25:2) 

 

A very wealthy but extremely stingy man 

once came to Rabbi Shlomo of Radomsk 

for a blessing. As was customary, he 

enclosed a certain amount of money for 

tzedaka in his letter to the tzadik. 

 

When Rabbi Shlomo refused to accept the 

money, his attendant was surprised. "Why 

wouldn't you take his contribution?" he 

asked him. Replied the tzadik with a 

smile, "Had you seen the look of joy on 

his face when I returned his money, you 

wouldn't ask me why I was unwilling to 

take it..." 

 
(The Magid of Kelm) 

 
 

Gold and silver and copper... (Ex. 25:3) 

G-d commanded that the Tabernacle be 

built not only of precious metals, such as 

gold and silver, but also of copper. We 

learn from this that even a very learned 

person must not consider himself above 

the "average" Jew. For, without the 

simple people, the "copper," the 

From the cover (itself) shall you make 

the cherubim (Ex. 25:19)  

 

The cherubim were made with the 

faces of small children, one a boy and 

one a girl. From this we learn that 

providing the proper Jewish education 

for even our tiny children is a basic 

principle necessary for our keeping the 

Torah. 

 
(Rabbi Yosef Ber of Brisk) 

 
 

Within and without shall you overlay it 

(Ex. 25:11) 

 

A true Torah scholar is one whose 

"inside" matches his "outside." Merely 

learning the lofty principles contained 

in the Torah is not enough - its lessons 

must also be internalized.  

 

That is why we say in Psalms (45:14), 

"All the glory of the king's daughter is 

within." The splendor and glory of the 

Torah is the internal purity it leads to. 

 
 (Kiflayyim L'Toshiya) 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah reading contains G-d's command and promise: 

"Make Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell within." The Temple was 

not merely a centralized location for man's worship of G-d, it was 

a place where G-d's presence was - and is - manifest. Although 

"the entire earth is full of His glory," G-d's presence is not 

tangibly felt. He permeates all existence, but in a hidden way. The 

Sanctuary, by contrast, was "the place where He chose to cause 

His name to dwell." There was no concealment; His presence was 

openly manifest within it.  

Nevertheless, the Hebrew word the verse uses for within, 

besochom is plural. Our Rabbis comment: The verse does not say: 

"within it," but "within them," within every individual man or 

woman. When G-d caused His presence to dwell in the midst of 

our people as a whole, He also invested Himself within the midst 

of every individual. Every person's heart became a sanctuary in 

microcosm.  

The Sanctuary accompanied the Jewish people in their journey 

through the desert. Wherever they camped, G-d's presence 

accompanied them. Similar concepts apply with regard to every 

person as he goes through his journeys in life and to our people as 

a whole as they journey through time. G-d's presence accompanies 

us. As we proceed from one setting to another, His presence 

journeys with us.  

Our Rabbis explain that the windows of the Temple were slanted to 

spread light outward rather than let light in. In G-d's dwelling place, 

it was not necessary for light from the outside to enter. Light came 

from the holy Menorah, the golden candelabrum. What was 

important is that the light from the Temple radiated outward, 

influencing the world outside.  

Similar concepts apply with regard to the G-dly light present within 

every individual. This light should not be self-contained. G-d does 

not grant a person spiritual awareness for his own satisfaction. The 

intent in making a person "a sanctuary in microcosm" is not so that 

he will appreciate G-d, but rather that he should share his awareness 

with others, that he should shine light outward and influence his 

environment. (Keeping in Touch -Volume 1, Torah thoughts 

inspired by the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, reprinted with 

permission from Sichos in English) 

                            ZAYIN ADAR 
 

The seventh of Adar, is the birthday and yahrzeit of Moshe 

Rabbeinu (Moses).  

Jewish teachings (Shmot Rabba) state that "Moshe is the first 

redeemer and he is also the final redeemer." This does not mean that 

Moshe himself will be the "final redeemer." For, Moshe belongs to 

   SHINE THE LIGHT OUTWARD & ZAYIN ADAR 

The First Dance 
 

Reb Yitzchak Aizik of 

Homil said: "When 

Moshiach comes and the 

dead are resurrected, 

among them will rise our 

great ancestors and all of 

the righteous of previous 

generations. Whom will 

they seek out to rejoice 

with? -- the simple Jews. 

Moses will join in the 

very first dance with 

them, for upon them the 

Torah stands.  

 

(the Previous 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

quoted in "From Exile to 

Redemption") 

 
 

The Return of the  

Temple’s Vessels 
 

The numerical equivalent 

of the Hebrew word 

"shulchan," meaning 

"table" is 388, the same 

as the phrase 

"l'Moshiach," "for [the 

era of] Moshiach." In the 

Messianic era, all of the 

Holy Temple's vessels 

and implements that have 

been plundered or hidden 

away - including the 

golden table upon which 

was placed the 12 special 

loaves of bread - will be 

restored for use in the 

Divine service.  

 

(Chomat Anach) 

 

 

 

 

 

the tribe of Levi, while Moshiach is from the tribe of Judah.  

However, many traditional sources view the redemption from Egypt 

as the prototype of the Final Redemption, based on the verse in our 

Prophets: "As in the days of your exodus from the land of Egypt, I 

will show you wonders." In this way, Moshe - who was the leader of 

the Jewish people in his generation - is the prototype of every 

Jewish leader and ultimately, of Moshiach.  

Thus, for example, in Egypt, first G-d appointed the redeemer - 

Moshe. He spoke to the Children of Israel, telling them that G-d had 

remembered them and that the time had come for them to leave 

Egypt. Only afterward did Moshe redeem the Children of Israel and 

take them out of Egypt. Similarly, first Moshiach informs us that the 

time of the Redemption has arrived, and only afterward does the 

actual Redemption take place. (Sfat Emet)  

In one of his Kabbalistic works, Rabbi Chaim Vital describes 

Moshiach as a Tzadik, a human being born of human parents, and 

writes that he will receive the soul of Moshiach that has been stored 

in the Garden of Eden. Rabbi Chaim Vital then explains how this 

may be compared to Moshe and his progression to self-perfection.  

The Chasam Sofer, as well, describes Moshe, the first redeemer, and 

then compares him to the final redeemer, "And when the time 

comes, G-d will reveal Himself to him, and the spirit of Moshiach, 

which has been hidden in the higher worlds until his coming, will 

light upon him.  

May we merit Moshiach's coming NOW!  

 

 

 

  



Colel Chabad signed a deal with the Israeli 
government to feed 10,000 needy families. It's 
a real upheaval, says Mendy Blau. 
 
Labor and social Services Minister Haim Katz 
announced the launch of a national initiative for 
food security estimated at NIS 60 million on 
Monday.  The program, run in collaboration with 
Colel Chabad and Leket Israel – the National 
Food Bank, will award some 10,800 needy 
families suffering from food insecurity a NIS 500 
per month prepaid card to purchase food. 
 
“Today we are launching a new initiative whose 
aim is to enable families in need of nutritional 
security all year round and in a respectable 
manner,” Katz said at a press conference before 
launching the initiative in the Knesset. 
 
The program will start off as a pilot beginning this 
month with the aim of replacing the current 
system of providing food baskets for the needy 
only on the holidays; it will instead provide 

Colel Chabad Signs Major Deal 

ongoing monthly assistance.  As such, families will 
receive a prepaid card of which NIS 250 can be 
used to buy food and necessities in grocery stores, 
with the exception of tobacco and alcohol, while the 
additional NIS 250 will be used to buy rescued 
food, such as fruit and vegetables, which will be 
delivered directly to the homes of needy families.  
Some 36 municipalities will participate in the 
initiative for the pilot run, including Jerusalem, 
Beersheba, Safed, Baka al-Gharbiya, Kfar Kasim 
and Sderot. 
 
“This is an initiative that includes all segments of 
the population from all over the country – North, 
South, Center, haredim [ultra-Orthodox] and 
secular, Jews and Arabs,” Katz said.  He said he 
hoped the pilot initiative would succeed and prove 
useful so that the project could be expanded to 
include more underprivileged families throughout 
the country. 
 
Mendy Blau, the director of Colel Chabad, the 
longest serving social-welfare organization in Israel, 
operating for 226 years, called the initiative “a real 
upheaval.”  “This is the first time that there is a 
program of such a large magnitude built in the right 
manner, respectable and respecting [of the needy] 
that puts at the center the family in need of 
assistance,” he said. 
 
Blau thanked the welfare minister on behalf of the 
underprivileged families for his “support for this 
huge and important project.” 
 
By Lidar Grave-Lazi - JPost.com, Photo: Israel 
Bardugo, reprinted from Collive 
 
 

 

 

 
With Purim not far way, stuffed peppers are a 
great treat that can be made in advance and 
frozen. Preheat your oven to 180 C. Slice off 
the top and remove the inside of 6 or 7 
peppers. Cook them in boiling water for 5 
minutes and drain. Stir fry one chopped onion 
and 1/2 kilo of crumbled ground turkey.  Drain 
and add 1 cup of cooked rice, 1 tsp of salt and 
1 teas of crushed garlic. Stir in 1 cup of 
tomato sauce. Stuff each pepper with the 
mixture standing them up in a baking dish. 
Pour over them 1 cup of tomato sauce and 
bake for 45 minutes loosely covered. You 
might want to bake them for another 15 
minutes uncovered.  by Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com     
     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I was wondering if you could shed some light 

here regarding the Living Jewish article “Jewish Pride” (Vaera, 
edition #568).  Some people say that if you look back several 
generations at traditional Jewish women, they dressed with 
pleated dresses made from 5 meters of fabric that touched the 
floor and on top of that a fartach (apron) that fully covered the 
front. They wouldn’t leave without a shawl on top of a kertchif 
on the head as well as a shawl over the shoulders. Nowadays 
there is a very small movement of women trying to bring this 
back as a way to "save the clal from the pritzus that has 
ravaged our camp".  When I speak to mainstream chareidi 
Rebbetzins they say it’s wrong; we need to fit in and blend with 
our community; these women stand out and it’s not tznius to 
stand out.  I personally, as well as my husband, feel that it 
doesn't look pretty to go out like that and a woman has to look 
and feel pretty. However, some people say looking pretty is only 
for your husband, outside you cover up. And, that most store-
bought clothes are intended to show off a woman's body in a 
provocative way. What did the Rebbe zt"l mean when he spoke 
about the importance of keeping separate from the goyim by 
wearing "distinctive clothing".  Oddly enough, by wearing a 
sheitel (as is Chabad custom), a person looks less Jewish than 
with a teichel. Isn't that a lack of Jewish pride in itself?   

Answer:  I believe that the following will shed light on your 

questions.  In 5730 (1969) the Rebbe said to Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman Gafni, “Now the style has become to wear clothing that 
reaches the ground. That’s the brainstorm of some crazy goy in 
Paris! Should Yiddishe women be taking cues from some goy in 
Paris?! Is that how it ought to be?! Today’s immoral people 
have contrived to make tight clothing the fashion. It accentuates 
the body and arouses men’s desires. Long and tight clothing is 
the idea of these immoral people.”  The Rebbe continued with 
specific directives: “The knees must be covered while sitting 
and this isn’t always the case when women sit. Women’s 
clothing must therefore extend at least 10 centimeters beneath 
the knees to ensure they remain covered. I’m not deciding the 
length, that’s the Rabbonim’s job. I’m simply stating the 
minimum. And may whoever adds beyond that be blessed.  
This isn’t to say that women shouldn’t dress well, but the 
clothing must be appropriate. Those designing the clothing are 
trying to make it inappropriate in the first place.  The correct 
approach is to create nice respectable clothing, but not too long 
or too tight.” 
 
“Distinctive clothing” means modest clothing that accords with 
halacha, as opposed to non-Jewish clothing which is made to 
accentuate the body.  As the Rebbe points out, this does not 
mean that women cannot dress well and look nice, but that the 
clothing should be respectable and modest. 
 
In regards sheitels, the Rebbe said to Rabbi Moshe Nissan 
Wiener who published Kevuda Bas Melech:  although like other 
garments the sheitl must of course be modest, pritzus of the 
woman's natural hair is even worse.  The Rebbe felt that when 
wearing a kerchief there is a greater chance that a part of the 
hair will become uncovered, causing one to transgress a major 
prohibition.  The importance of having one's hair covered at all 
times is also understood from the reward that results from 
fulfilling this command in the manner commanded.  In the words 
of the holy Zohar, it causes us to be "blessed with all blessings, 
blessings of above and blessings of below, with wealth, with 
children and grandchildren."  The Rebbe did not feel that 
wearing a nice sheitl represented a contradiction to maintaining 
distinctive Jewish dress.   A Jewish woman can and should look 
nice, within the guidelines of halacha.  
 
It is admirable that this group of women feel strongly about 
strengthening modest dress and the Rebbe placed a great 
emphasis on tznius.  However, it is important to remember the 
words of Rabban Gamliel in Pirkei Avos: “make for yourself a 
Rabbi, remove yourself from doubt…”  By choosing a Rabbi and 
following his directives you will feel secure and confident in your 
direction.  It sounds to me that you and your husband are 
connected with a number of mainstream Rabbis.  I would 
suggest choosing one and following his advice.   
Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and 
counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 

 
 

Halacha Corner –  The Seudah of Purim:  Although one should eat 

a seudah (meal) on the night of the 14th of Adar, one must eat a seudah on the day of Purim itself.  
One should set aside some time before the seudah to learn Torah. Mincha should be davened 
prior to the start of the Seudah.  Women are also required to fulfill the mitzvah of Seudas Purim.  
According to most Poskim it is a mitzvah to partake of meat during Seudas Purim.  It is advisable 
to eat the majority of the meal while it is day and extend it into the night.  One must make sure to 
eat at least one kezayis before sundown in order to say Al Hanissim during benching.  One should 
have some candles lit on the table during to meal to give it a Yom Tov atmosphere. Likewise, the 
table should be set as one does for Shabbos and Yom Tov. Also, one should be wearing Shabbos 
/ Yom Tov clothing during the meal (as well as throughout the day).  One who must work on Purim, 
should make sure to get home early enough to be at the Seudah with his family.  Although there is 
a mitzvah to drink on Purim, one must make sure that this does not lead to lightheadedness, chilul 
Hashem and an abuse of Torah and Mitzvos. [It should be noted that the mitzvah is to drink wine]. 
It is needless to mention that Purim is a day to rejoice and not the opposite, therefore one who 
drinks should not drive. There should be a designated driver or taxis should be used. Not only is 
one going against Dina deMalchuso Dina, but one driving under the influence could possibly be 
considered a "rodef."  It is customary to eat seeds on Purim.  By Rav Eliezer Wenger, reprinted 
from shmais.com 

 
 

 
 

This edition of Living Jewish is dedicated l’ilui nishmas – for 

the elevation of the soul – of Yehuda ben Shimon                                          
to make a dedication please contact:  livingjewishweekly@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com
mailto:coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com

