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Korach 5776- Last Resort 

 

 
In this week’s parsha the Bnai Yisrael had just 

had the stuffing knocked out of them from the incident 

of Korach and his 250-man cabal. The latter, due to 

their participation in this unholy argument, had died 

at the hand of Hashem who sent a heavenly fire that 

consumed them. The nation reacted to this in a panic 

and gathered themselves against Moshe & Aharon 

proclaiming indignantly “Atem hamitem es Am 

Hashem” -You (Moshe & Aharon) have caused the 

death of G-d’s nation” (Bamidbar, 17:6). At that point 

Hashem decided to intervene telling Moshe to step 

away for He was going to destroy the nation in a 

plague. Moshe immediately instructed Aharon to 

hurry and take a firepan, wade into the gathering, and burn Ketores spices to stop the plague. 

[Aharon followed instructions, and the plague was stopped.] Rashi, citing a Gemara (Shabbos 89a) 

wonders why on earth would Moshe think that the burning of incense would stop a plague? He 

tells us that when Moshe had gone up to the Heavens to receive the Torah on behalf of the Yidden, 

he first had to debate the angels [who claimed the Torah should be theirs]. Moshe won the debate 

and as a sign of being bested the angels showered him with gifts. The Angel of Death too gave 

him a present, sharing with him a deep secret that if one were to burn incense during a plague it 

could stop the dying. It was this secret weapon that Moshe was using at this juncture, and it worked 

like a charm. The question, however, is that this is not the first time since having this ace-up-his-

sleeve that Hashem had instructed the Angel of Death to kill members of Bnai Yisrael. In the last 

two parshiyos alone, Beha’alosecha & Shelach there had been several opportunities for Moshe to 

intercede with the burning of incense. So why did Moshe wait until this episode to use this secret 

weapon? True, Rashi seems to suggest that this segulah only helps to ward off a magaifah-plague 

which are not found in the recent parshiyos, but there had been other plagues (see Shmos, 32:35, 

after the sin of the Golden Calf) where Moshe stood by and did not employ the incense. 
 Perhaps we can suggest as follows: Before Moshe instructed Aharon to fire up a firepan 

something else happened; he & Aharon fell flat onto their faces. This might seem insignificant 

because this was a reaction that Moshe & his brother commonly had when confronted by hostile 

and illegitimate complaints (see Bamidbar, 16:22, 20:6) but it may be the key here to 

understanding why Moshe employed his secret weapon. You see, the Baal Haturim tells us that 

this falling to the ground was different than the other instances. Normally the falling was a 

precursor to tefillah-prayer, namely that Moshe & Aharon whilst prostrated on the ground would 

daven to Hashem. Not davening, though, for the destruction of the complainers, that was not 

Moshe’s M.O. Rather they davened that the nation should see the light and the situation should be 

defused peacefully. Here, however, was different. Says the Baal Haturim, after falling to the 

ground the prayer just did not flow from Moshe and Aharon’s mouths. Because of this Moshe 

sensed that the gates of Heaven were closed to his prayers and Bnai Yisrael were in humongous 

trouble. This is why this was the first time he used the secret of the Ketores. At all other times 

Moshe used the traditional approach and that was to daven intensely. That is what Yidden do, and 



do well. It was only here where he ran out of the option for prayer he had no choice but to produce 

the ace and use it to perfection. 
 The lesson for us is important, especially nowadays when we are bombarded by 

offers of segulos for all areas of success. Let us take a page from the manual of Moshe Rabainu 

and leave the segulos for when all else fails. G-d forbid a segulah should take the place of a good 

Shemoneh Esrai. Moshe & Aharon had it right, davening will always be the best and first line of 

defense. Many tzedakah organizations or flyers urging betterment of Yiddishkiet will invoke the 

concept of segulos. Just this past week I saw a card lying around in Shul promoting silence during 

Tefillah. A wonderful thing. Except the only mention it made as to why silence is golden is because 

it is a segulah for parnassa, children, health and other assorted yeshuos. It is so demeaning that 

some do think that the only reason they can get me to be quiet is by invoking a segulah. It is so 

embarrassing that tzeddakah organizations feel they have to offer different types of gimmicks in 

order to get me to crowbar open my wallet and part with my money. I would like to think that Bnai 

Yisrael is waaaay better than this. We do not talk in Shul because Shulchan Aruch says not to. We 

give Tzeddakah because it is a mitzvah to do so. Do not get me wrong, Segulos are valid and 

important accessories, a side-dish if you will. But never let them take the place of the entree unless 

it is not being offered. 
 As I once read “Every time you cut a corner you make two more.” 

 
Have a great Shabbos, 

 
Rabbi Nosson Greenberg 
 
Rav, Khal Machzikei Torah, Far Rockaway, N.Y.    ravgreenbergkmt@gmail.com 
 
 
P.S. If you would like to be part of “Project 16 in 16 in 16” where each week thru Yom Kippur you 
will receive a 5-10 minute audio on one of the Brachos of Birchas Hashachar, plus some other 
gems/stories regarding that bracha, please send your email address to 
Project16in16in16@gmail.com. If you received the first week’s audio there is no need to send us 
your email address as you are already on the list. 
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