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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

Once, when I was away from Sklov, I stayed 

overnight in a rooming-house in Disna. There 

was another guest there at the same time, also 

a Chabad chassid, who was from Cheznick. 

We spent some time together talking about 

the extraordinary greatness of our holy Rebbe 

[Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the Alter 

Rebbe]. Then, my new friend's face flamed 

with enthusiasm. He said to me excitedly, 

"Hold on, my man; you have to hear this 

amazing episode with the Rebbe that I am 

going to tell you. It is my own personal 

experience. 

"I have two sons: the older is twenty years 

old, the other is eighteen, and both of them 

were excelling in their Torah studies. But 

then we were informed that our family had 

been put into this year's draft lottery and that 

our number had come up-one of them would 

have to go into military service, into the 

oppressively anti-semitic Russian army. 

There was no possibility to get out of it. 

"I immediately journeyed to the Rebbe and 

told him the terrible news that had befallen 

us. The Rebbe answered me, 'So what do you 

want from me? Am I a government minister?' 

"I was so distressed I couldn't help but cry. 

Through my tears I blurted to the Rebbe, 'I 

don't know why the Rebbe distances himself 

from me so much. I am attached to the Rebbe 

just like the other new chassidim.' 

"The Rebbe replied, 'Oh yes? And who says 

you are one of my followers?' 

" 'It's so,' I managed to insist. 'I was in 

Lubavitch last year, and this year, and I have 

retained fully all the Torah explanations and 

insights that I heard from the Rebbe's holy 

mouth. Ask me about any concept from them 

and I will be able to answer right away.' 

"Then the Rebbe had mercy on me. 'With G-

d's help your sons will be saved,' he said. 

'Now, go! Travel to Liepli. There is a man 

there who is expert in these matters. He will 

surely be able to help you. So go right away 

to Liepli, and as soon as you get there, go to 

this man's house.' 

' 'But,' I wondered, 'he won't know me at all.' 

" 'What are you worried for?' the Rebbe said 

to me. 'He will recognize you and he will do 

everything to help you.' 

 

(painting by Zalman Kleinman, OBM) 

"So, of course, I immediately made the 

journey to Liepli. I arrived there very late, 

hours past midnight, a little before dawn. I 

didn't delay at all, but went right to the man's 

house.  The gate was locked. I waited outside, 

until I heard that one of the servants was up 

and about, whereupon I knocked on the door. I 

was let in and escorted to a seat in the main 

room.  It was still very early in the morning. I 

heard the master of the house pacing to and fro 

in his room. He was noisy like a wild man, or 

a drunk. Every few moments he would cry out, 

'G-d Al-mighty! What is this?' Afterwards he 

came out into the room where I was, still 

yelling and unable to keep still. He didn't see 

me at all. 

"I remained silent. Finally he noticed me, and 

ran over with a fresh burst of energy to greet 

me. Breathlessly, he asked me where I was 

from. When I said, 'from Chesnick,' he began 

to dance around and clap his hands vigorously, 

all the while calling out, 'He's from Chesnick! 

He's from Chesnick!' I was convinced he was 

out of his mind. 

"Finally he calmed down. He addressed me 

normally: 'My dear sir. I know you think I am 

crazy, because of the wild manner I reacted 

when you said you were from Chesnick. But 

please allow me to explain, and then I think 

you won't judge my behavior so outlandish 

after all. It is five years since I have seen the 

Rebbe's holy face,' he continued. 'Last night I 

dreamed that the Rebbe was in my house. He 

pleaded with me and tried every which way to 

convince me to help the man from Chesnick in 

distress.  I woke up, startled and somewhat 

upset by this dream. Then I fell back to asleep. 

Again I dreamed that the Rebbe was with me, 

imploring me to help the man from Chesnick. 

And so it went the whole night. 

" 'When I got up this morning I was totally 

confused and disoriented. That's how I could 

not notice you sitting there. Then I saw you and you 

said you were from Chesnick. My soul exploded! 

Now I knew it wasn't just a silly dream. 

" 'So,' he finished, 'tell me what your problem is.' 

"I told him the disastrous news that one of my sons 

was about to be drafted, and reviewed with him all 

the details. He responded that it was extremely 

difficult to change an official draft-lottery notice, but 

nevertheless, 'with G-d's help, and in the merit of our 

illustrious Rebbe, everything would work out for the 

best.' 

"He then drank a glass of tea, davenned Kriyat 

Shma and Shemona Esrey, and headed off to the 

government complex, to military headquarters. He 

was there nearly the whole work-day. When he 

returned in the late afternoon, he was full of joy. 'No 

razor shall touch his head,' he quoted, smiling. 'Your 

sons are free. Their draft-lottery will not be for 

another few years, by when the current pressures will 

have subsided. 

The Cheznicker uttered these final lines of his story 

to me with difficulty. He was in tears, having become 

so emotionally worked up while relating his personal 

miracle. 

[Translated and retold by Yrachmiel Tilles (and first 

published in Kfar Chabad Magazine) from Siporim 

Noraim by Rabbi Yaakov Kaidener, who heard it 

directly from the chassid from Sklov and insists he 

was a reliable person, not at all prone to 

exaggeration.] 

Biographical note: Rabbi Shnuer Zalman [18 Elul 

1745-24 Tevet 1812], one of the main disciples of 

the Maggid of Mezritch, is the founder of the 

Chabad-Chassidic movement. He is the author 

of Shulchan Aruch HaRav and Tanya as well as 

many other major works in both Jewish law and the 

mystical teachings. 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. 

“Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-

volume series of his best stories, is now available in 

Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

A Dream Come True 

Shabbat  T imes –  Beha ’alotcha 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 7:09 8:26 

Tel Aviv 7:26 8:29 

Haifa 7:21 8:31 

Beer Sheva 7:24 8:26 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, 

Beha'alotcha, opens with the words "When 

you light the lamps." 

Aaron the kohen (priest) was 

commanded to kindle the menora in the 

Sanctuary every day. The menora was 

required to burn at all times, as the Torah 

states, "To cause a light to burn 

perpetually." 

Just as Aaron lit the menora in the 

Sanctuary, so is every Jew required to 

illuminate his home and surroundings with 

the Torah's holy light. 

Aaron was a kohen, but so too is every 

member of the Jewish people, as it is 

written, "You shall be to Me a kingdom of 

priests." The giving of the Torah at Mount 

Sinai transformed every Jew into a 

"kohen." The menora stood in the 

Sanctuary (and later in the Holy Temple in 

Jerusalem). Similarly, every Jewish home 

is a "Sanctuary" to G-d. The verse "I shall 

dwell in their midst" means that G-d 

dwells within each and every Jew; hence, 

every Jewish home is an abode for the 

Divine Presence. 

The light that Aaron kindled was 

"perpetual"; so too must the light in every 

Jewish home be always shining. The 

Torah's light of holiness must burn night 

and day, and pervade all corners of a 

Jewish residence. All Jews, and especially 

Jewish children, have the power to imbue 

their homes with holiness. How is this 

accomplished? By expressing an 

awareness of G-d every moment of the 

day. 

As soon as a Jew opens his eyes in the 

morning he says "Modeh Ani" ("I give 

thanks to You"); whenever he eats he 

recites the proper blessings both before 

and after. Throughout the day he conducts 

himself according to the Torah's laws, and 

at night he says the "Shema" ("Hear O 

Israel") before going to sleep. 

The Torah and its mitzvot 

(commandments) are likened to light: "A 

Jews who are dispersed around the world 

will return to Israel in seven paths, as is 

written in the Book of Isaiah, "And [G-d] 

shall wave His hand upon the river...and 

smite it into seven streams." 

Thus, disseminating the light of Torah 

and mitzvot in our own homes serves to 

hasten Moshiach's coming with the Final 

Redemption, may it happen at once. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

A DOMESTIC LIGHTHOUSE 

 

mitzva is a candle, and the Torah 

is light." Indeed, the Torah and its 

commandments are the medium 

through which the Jew is able to 

illuminate the "Sanctuary" in his 

home. 

Lighting the menora is also 

associated with the Final 

Redemption with Moshiach: 

The menora that stood in the 

Sanctuary and the Holy Temple 

was composed of seven lights, as 

it states, "The seven lamps shall 

give light." 

When Moshiach comes, the 

 

TWO-SIDED DILEMMA 
 

The tzaddik Reb Yitzchok of Vorki once 

awoke in the middle of the night and felt a 

desire to take a sniff of tobacco. While in bed, 

he was unable to reach the tobacco box and 

debated with himself whether to get up for it 

or not. If he would rise to get it, he would be 

giving the Evil Inclination the opportunity of 

being able to convince him to fulfill his 

desires. Yet, if he would not get out of bed, he 

would still be giving into his Evil Inclination 

by practicing laziness, a trait he might apply 

when serving Hashem. After weighing this in 

his mind, he decided, “I will get up and get 

the box, but I will not fulfill my desire to 

smell it.” 

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

(Rabbi Simcha Bunim) 

 

But the man Moses was very humble, more so 

than any man on the face of the earth (Num. 

12:3) 

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi explained that 

Moses felt humble especially in comparison to 

our generation, the last generation before 

Moshiach. 

For, despite the extreme darkness that would 

reign immediately preceding the Final 

Redemption, Moses foresaw and was humbled 

by the self-sacrifice our generation would show 

to keep the Jewish faith alive even in the most 

difficult of circumstances. 

(the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Sichat Purim, 5747) 

 

 

Then set forward the standard of the 

camp of the children of Dan, the rear 

guard of all the camps (Num. 10:25) 

 

Rabbi Michel of Zhlotzov used to 

begin his prayers very late in the day. 

He offered an explanation: When the 

Jewish people traveled through the 

desert the tribe of Dan was last, behind 

all the others. Their job was to pick up 

and return all the lost items that their 

brethren had dropped along the way. 

On the spiritual level, their function 

was to elevate all the prayers that had 

been uttered without the proper 

intentions. I am just following their 

example. 

 

 
 

Have I conceived all these people? 

Have I given birth to them? (Num. 

11:12) 

 

Moses said to G-d: "I'm not the one 

who must suffer because of the Jews. 

You are responsible." A parent must 

share the suffering and distress of his 

children and have mercy on them, for 

good and for bad. 

When you light the lamps (Num. 8:2)  

 

"Do not think," G-d said to Moses, "that I 

am commanding you to kindle these 

lamps because I need their illumination. 

Rather, the purpose is to give the Jewish 

people merit if they fulfill My 

instructions diligently. As reward for 

lighting these lamps before Me, I will 

provide you with a Great Light in the 

World to Come. 
(Bamidbar Rabba) 

  

And Aaron did so (Num. 8:3) 

 

As the great commentator Rashi explains, 

"This is to give credit to Aaron, who did 

not deviate [from what he was 

commanded to do]." Indeed, it is 

commendable when teachers and 

educators live up to the same high 

standards they expect their students to 

uphold. When a teacher's personal life is 

in consonance with what he preaches, his 

influence on his students is that much 

greater, and his words are accepted 

without undue effort. 
 (She'eirit Menachem) 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Spreading Peace 
 

Dovid HaMelech says in Tehillim, "Seek peace and pursue it." Rebbi 

Shimon ben Elazar said:  "If one sits in his place and remains at peace 

with everyone, he has not pursued peace.  Rather he should go to 

great lengths to seek it, even at a distance."   

 

Chazal instruct us, "Be one of the students of Aharon HaKohen, 

loving peace and pursuing peace..."  Whenever Aharon heard of two 

friends who were quarreling, he would approach one of them and tell 

him, "My son! Do you know what your friend is doing? He is beating 

his chest in anguish and tearing out his hair and saying, 'How can I 

look my friend in the face?  I am so embarrassed to have sinned 

against him!" Hearing this, the listener would of course forgive his 

friend in his heart.   

 

Aharon would then visit the other man and repeat the process. And 

when the two met, they would embrace and kiss each other.  So it was 

that when Aharon passed away, eighty thousand Aharons, born as a 

result of his peacemaking, took part in his funeral, and all of Bnei 

Yisroel mourned Aharon for thirty days. 

 

Reb Refoel of Bershad, a talmid of Reb Pinchas of Korets, often 

busied himself with restoring peace amongst friends and couples. One 

Tisha BeAv he headed out to a house where a number of people were 

quarreling.  “Why don’t you go after Tisha BeAv?” his talmidim 

asked.  Reb Refoel explained, “The Beis HaMikdosh was destroyed 

because of causeless hatred – so on a day like this, should we 

postpone an opportunity to restore peace?!" 

Extending Oneself 

 
Chazal say that in order to bring peace between people who are 

quarreling, one must act humbly. 

 

One Friday night, Rebbi Meir's shiur for women ended far later than 

usual. When one of his listeners finally returned home, she found her 

husband so irritated that he would not let her in the door until she 

would go and spit in the speaker's face!  What should she do? Her 

friends encouraged her to visit Rebbi Meir for advice and they 

accompanied her.  

 

As they approached his home, he sensed the dilemma with ruach 

hakodesh. Acting as if his eye was hurting, he greeted the women, 

"Can one of you please spit in my eye to heal it?" The woman grasped 

the opportunity and returned home happily. 

 

After they left, his talmidim asked, "Rebbi!  Isn't this a disgrace to the 

Torah?"  Rebbi Meir replied, "My honor cannot be greater than the 

honor of HaShem, Who allowed his Name to be erased – in order to 

make peace between husband and wife." 

 

In a letter to Reb Volf Greenglass, the Rebbe encourages him to 

engage those opposing chassidim by showing them friendship. 

Although both sides were surely to blame, nevertheless it is Anash 

who should take the first step towards befriending them. 

 

Peace at Home 

 
Chazal say that whoever instills peace in his own family is considered 

to have instilled peace amongst the entire Yiddishe nation, for every 

person has influence on his home. 

 

Chazal say, "If the mizbeiach is to be treated with reverence for its 

peacemaking between the Yidden and HaShem, how much more 

certainly will an individual who brings peace between husband and 

wife, or between families or communities, be spared punishment and 

be granted long years!" 

 

  SEEKING PEACE 

Before the Dawn 
 

Before dawn comes, the 

darkness of night thickens, 

and it is when daybreak is 

imminent that a heavy 

slumber descends upon 

one. It is then that one 

needs to gather strength, so 

that one will not fall asleep. 

The light [of the Messianic 

Era] is about to come, 

thank G-d; daybreak is 

beginning. Now is 

therefore the time when we 

should invest every effort 

and exertion to ensure that 

we are not overtaken by 

sleep. 

(Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok 

Schneersohn, the Previous 

Rebbe, Likkutei Diburim)      

Revelation 

"G-d's glory will be 

revealed, and all flesh will 

see together, for the mouth 

of G-d has spoken" 

(Isaiah 40:5) 

Nowadays, we can only 

believe in G-d, for we 

cannot see Him. In the 

days of Moshiach, 

however, G-d's light will 

be revealed so clearly that 

all flesh will see it. 

(Days of Moshiach) 

 

There once lived two people who every erev Shabbos were incited by 

Satan to quarrel. So what did Reb Meir do? Chazal relate that he 

visited their home three weeks in a row to make sure that all was 

peaceful. On the third Friday he heard Satan moan: "Oy, this Reb 

Meir has chased me out of this home!" 

 

When the Alter Rebbe lived in the town of Mohilev, after 

discontinuing his planned voyage to Eretz Yisroel, he had to sacrifice 

time from his learning in order to bring peace to a struggling couple.  

 

His chavrusa complained: "True, Chazal say that bringing peace 

between husband and wife is so great a mitzva that one is rewarded for 

it in This World and the Next – but don't they conclude that the study 

of Torah is equal to all the great mitzvos that they list?" 

 

In reply, the Alter Rebbe pointed out that in that list, the mishna places 

"bringing peace" next to "talmud Torah" – in order to teach us that 

each of those two mitzvos is equal to all the others. 

 

Reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u 

  



 

An early drawing by famed Chassidic 

artist Zalman Kleinman depicting a Torah 

class was discovered recently for the first 

time. 

 

A newly discovered early work by the 

renowned Chassidic artist Zalman 

Kleinman, who passed away over 20 years 

ago, is expected to generate the interest of his 

many fans.  The black and white sketch 

shows a group of Chassidim seated by a table 

as they intensely exchange ideas during a 

Torah class.  The drawing is reminiscent of 

the works that Kleinman has become 

synonymous with - depicting the rich and 

devout life of members of the Chabad-

Lubavitch chassidic community in Russia, 

Israel and the United States. 

 

Despite a childhood filled with war and anti-

Semitism in Leningrad, Kleinman’s work 

was not filled with sadness or tragic 

recollections. Rather, he sought to evoke the 

tenacity of the Chassidic culture that refused 

to succumb to hardships in communist 

Russia. 

 

At the age of 13, Kleinman left Russia to 

travel with a group of Polish Jews through 

Displaced Persons' camps, finally settling in 

Unknown Kleinman Painting Found 

France for three years at a yeshiva in Paris. 

Kleinman then traveled to Israel and joined 

the army as an artist for the military 

rabbinate after studying in Paris. His artist's 

studies were briefly sponsored by Israel's 

third president and Chabad admirer Zalman 

Shazar. 

 

"My estimation is that this unknown 

artwork was drawn by Zalman during his 

youth living in Kfar Chabad," estimated the 

Chassidic artist Yechiel Offner who made 

the discovery. 

Offner has not disclosed where the drawing 

was found. He speculated that the drawing 

was created about 60 years ago during the 

early days of the Chassidic village in 

central Israel. 

 

After several years in Israel, Kleinman 

returned to Paris, where he met and married 

his wife Rosa. The Kleinmans settled in 

Crown Heights, Brooklyn after having 

traveled to New York, where they would 

raise a family. Kleinman illustrated books 

and magazines while developing a 

reputation as a painter and was able to 

support his family as an artist. He was very 

highly respected in the Chassidic 

community of his artistic talents and strong 

faith and resided in Crown Heights until his 

death in 1995.  By COLlive reporter, 

reprinted from COLlive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easy, no bake cookies with few 

ingredients.  Melt one package of 68 

percent chocolate chips, pour in one 

sleeve of Fiber One cereal, add two 

heaping tablespoons of natural peanut 

butter (I like B&D) and one handful of 

craisins. Mix together.  With a tablespoon 

drop on a pan covered with baking paper. 

Put in refrigerator to cool.   

 by Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com    
 

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   We are now into Sivan and as I hear the 

footsteps of vacation approaching my whole body gets 

tense.  When the kids are in school I have the mornings 

and early afternoons to do things and there is calm and 

quiet in the house.  During vacation, all the kids are 

home – 5 kids, ages 3,5,7,9 and 11.  They are wild, 

bouncing off the walls, fighting, playing, yelling.  I love 

them with all my heart, but it also makes me crazy.  I 

need some quiet time and some time for myself.  Other 

kids go to day camps or gans.  But, my kids do not want 

to go.  My husband needs to work and he leaves early 

and comes home late.  How can I deal with the 

upcoming vacation and stay sane??? 

Answer:  Vacation is a challenging time for all 

parents.  And, in fact, it is also a challenging time for 

children.  Most children do well when they have a 

routine.  All of a sudden vacation comes and the routine 

changes or, in some cases, becomes non-existent.  

Routine and boundaries give children a sense of security.   

From what you wrote, it sounds that you will be a more 

capable and loving mother when you have some quiet 

and time for yourself.  Interestingly enough, people are 

not always aware of what they need.  A person can be 

irritable, tired, ineffective, etc, and not know the reason.  

The fact that you are aware of what you need is very 

healthy.  The next step is how to achieve your needs. 

Try looking at the situation in four steps:  1.  What do 

you want and need; 2.  What are you doing to achieve 

this; 3.  Is what you are doing working; 4.  If not, make a 

plan to obtain what you need.   You are already up to 

steps 2 and 3 in that you are clear with what you need.  

This is very good and not to be minimized.  Not all of us 

know what we need.  However, as you know, having all 

the kids home for vacation will not give you the quiet 

and time for yourself.  So, what can be done? 

 

Children feel a parent and teacher’s sense of confidence.  

In some classrooms the children are calm, happy and 

successfully learning.  The teacher maintains this 

classroom setting without yelling or punishing.  In other 

classrooms the kids are wild, misbehaved and barely 

learning.  In addition, the teacher has resorted to yelling 

and punishing.  When a teacher is confident and secure 

in his or her role as a teacher; when he or she believes 

and expects the class will learn and behave, there is a 

high probability of success.  So too with a parent.  When 

a parent is secure in his or her role as a parent and 

confident that the children will do as they should, things 

usually go well.  I once saw a child ask a parent for a 

treat.  The parent answered calmly, “no, we don’t eat that 

heksher.” The child could feel from the parent that it was 

not even a question that they would eat that heksher and 

there was not a peep from the child.  However, when the 

child feels that there is the possibility that they could get 

their way – watch out. 

 

Summer camps and gans are normal, accepted and 

beneficial for most children.  It would seem that this 

would be the simplest way of getting your needs met.  

Do your homework and find camps and play groups that 

would be good for each of your children.  When you 

speak to your children be confident and secure in your 

role as a parent.  As the parent, you make the decisions 

as to what is best for your children and the family.  

Speak with a calm firmness, the inner conviction that the 

decision has been made.  It may take some time for your 

children to adept to this new approach and they might 

tantrum and/or argue at first.  They will be looking for an 

opening.  Just remain calm and secure in your role as the 

parent and decision maker.  In time, they will adapt and 

it will be good for the whole family.  Email your questions 
for this column to coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com; 
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and 
counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner – Fish and Meat:  Must I have separate 

dishes for fish and for meat? Halacha records a prohibition to eat meat with fish 

as it is harmful to one's health. Poskim write that it applies to chicken as well, even if 

the two foods weren't cooked together.  Does a small amount of fish that fell into a 

meat dish, or vice versa, become nullified?  While some are of the opinion that a 

harmful ingredient cannot be nullified, the consensus of poskim rule that it is no 

worse than non-kosher food which is nullified (botel) in sixty times another food. 

Can I cook fish and meat in the same oven? One may use the same oven for fish and 

meat provided that the oven is clean of drippings. To cook them at the same time, one 

of the dishes must be covered, so that the aroma (reicha) of one doesn't penetrate the 

other. If both dishes were not covered, it is permissible b'dieved. Can I use a meat pot 

to cook fish?  The widespread custom is to be lenient with using clean dishes which 

contain only residual flavor in the dish. Some are mehader to have separate pots (but 

not other dishes), since cooking draws out the flavor more.  Likewise, it is 

permissible to cook an onion that was diced with a fleishig knife together with fish, 

however it is preferable to use one that hasn't been used for meat in 24 hours.  While 

according to halacha they may both be on the table at the same time, the custom is to 

remove the fish before bringing out the meat as an extra precaution.  Between eating 

fish and meat one should make sure his hands are clean and rinse his mouth, (many 

have the custom to say a "l'chaim"), and some also rinse their fingers.  by 

Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, Rov, Kfar Chabad Beis; source:  Merkaz Anash 

. 
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