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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו -(ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita ••••  Mikeitz 5777 

 The Danger of Publicity   

There is something that people enjoy, but it actually hurts 

them. The nature of people is to enjoy when people know how 

smart or great they are. Many people have very positive traits, 

and they like it when others know that they possess good 

Middos or have Yiras Shamayim. This apparently brings them 

honor, and seemingly changes how others view them for the 

better.                              

However, the Gemara in Sanhedrin (14a) states that Rebbi 

Zeira avoided receiving Semichah. This was because he had 

heard from Rebbi Eliezer, “Remain in the darkness (i.e. 

hidden) and survive.” When a person does not publicize his 

positive traits, he avoids Ayin Hara; while the opposite is true 

if he does publicize himself. It is therefore better for a person 

if he avoids publicity as much as possible.     

      The Conduct of the Chazon Ish                  

When the Chazon Ish first published his Sefer, he did so 

without publicizing that he was the author. Moreover, the 

address where one was able to buy the Sefer was not his own 

address, making it very difficult for a person to figure out the 

name of its author.           

It is quite obvious to any Torah scholar who reads the Sefer 

Chazon Ish, that the Chazon Ish was a tremendous Talmid 

Chacham. I have heard it related that when the Chazon Ish 

was about to publish his Sefer, he first sent it to a renown 

Torah scholar so that he would write a Haskamah 

(endorsement). After reviewing the contents of the Sefer, the 

Torah scholar stated that he would definitely not be giving a 

Haskamah to this Sefer. This was because it was very clear to 

him, that this was a manuscript from the times of the earlier 

commentaries hundreds of years ago, as nobody alive could 

have written such a work. The Chazon Ish took this as an 

indication that he had written a Sefer worth publishing, and 

therefore had it published.     

This was the way of the Chazon Ish. He did not want 

people to flock to him after he had publicized his Sefer. He 

merely wanted to help Torah scholars gain more insight into 

various Torah subjects. He did this without subjecting himself 

to fame and fanfare. 

       The Sefarim of the Chafetz Chaim 

Generally, when Rabbis write Haskamos for Sefarim, they 

grant the author illustrious titles such as Ha’Gaon, Ha’Gadol, 

etc. When the Chafetz Chaim printed his works and published 

Haskamos that he received, he left out these titles, and 

replaced them with “etc.” He did not want the honor that these 

titles gave him. He only wanted people to appreciate the 

Sefer, not the author. He simply was uninterested in becoming 

a well known Torah scholar due to the accolades given to him 

in his Sefarim. Indeed, the reason that he is known as the 

“Chafetz Chaim” is because this was the name of the first 

Sefer that he published, and he did so anonymously. People 

therefore called the author of the Sefer, the Chafetz Chaim, 

and continued to call him that, even after they found out his 

real name.                       

Every Sefer that the Chafetz Chaim wrote, was written in 

order to help the public with their Mitzvah observance. The 

Chafetz Chaim was a tremendous Mezakeh Ha’Rabim! He 

wrote in the introduction to his Sefer Chafetz Chaim, that he 

is writing this because Klal Yisrael has to fix the sin that is 

the main reason that we are still in Galus. This is Sinas 

Chinam (baseless hatred of our fellow Jews). Since Lashon 

Hara is a major cause of Sinas Chinam, the Chafetz Chaim 

wanted to write a Sefer warning people of the danger of 

speaking Lashon Hara. This would help people stop speaking 

Lashon Hara, cut down on Sinas Chinam, and possibly help 

bring the redemption.        

When he published some of his Sefarim, he also translated 

them into Yiddish, in order that the average person, and even 

women, could read them. I saw a manuscript of his Sefer 

“Geder Olam” in Yiddish. The Chafetz Chaim himself wrote 

this translation of his Sefer. He published the original Hebrew 

on the top of the page, and the translation on the bottom of the 

page. This was all done with the intent that the public should 

be helped to grow spiritually. 
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The Sefer, Chafetz Chaim has two parts. The ‘Chafetz 

Chaim” section states the laws of Lashon Hara, and gives a 

comprehensive understanding of what is, and what is not 

Lashon Hara. The “Shemiras Ha’Lashon” section, gives 

Mussar and Chizzuk in regards to avoiding Lashon Hara. It 

contains many words of Mussar that are very effective. 

The Sefer “Afikei Yam” (vol 2, in the beginning of the 

Sefer) quotes a Rav from the previous generation who said 

that if a person learns the Sefarim of the Chafetz Chaim, it 

will have a great positive influence on him. In truth, all of the 

Sefarim of the Chafetz Chaim tremendously influence those 

who read them. The Sefarim “Ahavas Chesed,” “Shem 

Olam,” “Nidchei Yisrael,” and more, are all tremendously 

important and meaningful Sefarim.               

.                    Mishnah Berurah            

The Chafetz Chaim wrote his magnum opus, the “Mishnah 

Berurah,” in order to teach Halachah l’Ma’aseh to Klal 

Yisrael. There are many opinions in Halachah. The Magen 

Avraham, Taz, Gra, Shulchan Aruch Harav, Chok Yaakov, 

and more, often argue with each other regarding the proper 

Halachah in any given case. The Mishnah Berurah sorted out 

for us, how a person should conduct himself in thousands of 

situations.  

It is extremely important for every Jew to learn 

Mishnah Berurah, in order to know how to conduct 

ourselves in any given situation mentioned in Orach 

Chaim. As Orach Chaim contains most of the common 

Halachos that we deal with everyday, such as Tefilah and 

Berachos, we really must be aware of the Halachah 

l’Ma’aseh. We must know what to do, what to say, and 

what to think when we perform the Mitzvos. All of this 

information can be found in the Mishnah Berurah.         

The Mishnah Berurah (1:12) even mentions the obligation 

to learn Mussar. If a person does not learn Mussar he will 

commit many sins, and if he does learn Mussar he will lead a 

happy life!  

********************************************                  

            Don’t Expect Reward  

We have just discussed shying away from honor and fame, 

which is against human nature. Let us discuss another topic 

that is against human nature, and that is not expecting reward. 

When a person does someone a favor, he wants that person to 

reward him in some way. He wants his favor to be duly noted, 

and paid in full in some currency that he appreciates, whether 

it is money, honor, or at least continuous thanks.  

It must be noted that while doing Chesed is a great 

Mitzvah, if a person does it in order to receive reward, he will 

receive less Olam Haba. My Rebbi, Rav Dessler zt”l, used to 

often quote the Gemara in Nedarim (32b) that states that when 

the Yetzer Hara has a person in his clutches, he doesn’t think 

about the Yetzer Ha’Tov. This shows us that even a good 

person who is doing Chesed can get sidetracked, and start 

becoming obsessed with the reward that he is going to receive 

for this Chesed.               

                        Ahavas Chesed   

The truth is that if a person does Chesed for his friend out a 

love for doing Chesed, without asking for anything in return 

(and without expecting anything in return), Hashem will 

reward him Midah k’Neged Midah. However, if he does ask 

for reward, in order to receive some good in this world, he has 

lost everything. People simply do not realize this plain truth!          

Rabeinu Yonah writes in Sharei Teshuvah (3:17) that a 

person is obligated to seek out good for others, and toil to 

help his friend whether he is wealthy or poor. This is a very 

important principle that Hashem demands that we uphold. 

This is as the Passuk states, “And what does Hashem demand 

from you aside from doing justice and loving kindness?” 

Hashem demands from us that we should help other Jews. We 

must develop a love to help others, even when we must work 

hard to do so, and we must do these kindnesses without 

expecting compensation.      

      The Way to Grow Spiritually 

A person must fight his Yetzer Hara for recognition. 

However, it should be known that this is a very difficult fight. 

One requires a tremendous amount of merits in order to 

overcome this Yetzer Hara. He must be involved in Torah, 

Tefilah, and Mussar study. One can especially gain merits by 

learning Mesilas Yesharim. I have previously stated that the 

Brisker Rav zt”l used to study one chapter a day of Mesilas 

Yesharim. He would complete the entire Sefer quite often. 

This is one of the ways that a person can have tremendous  

spiritual growth. 

                    Anyone Can Do It 

The Mesilas Yesharim writes, that a person does not have 

to be a big Rav to obtain great levels of spirituality. A person 

can even have a menial job, such as a janitor or a shoemaker, 

and recite words of Torah and Tefilah while he is working. 

Such a person can be on a very great spiritual level, to the 

point that he can have Ruach Ha’Kodesh! It is well known 

that in Tel Aviv, there was a shoemaker named Rebbi Moshe 

Yaakov Ribikov zt”l who was a miracle worker. I know that 

even Torah giants used to go to him to receive his blessings, 
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and his blessings indeed came true. Many people travel to his 

grave in Zichron Meir in order to Daven there.  

It is possible for us to reach very high spiritual levels. May 

we indeed merit reaching all of these levels with Siyata 

Dishmaya! 

*******************************************       

         Meriting Success in Torah Study  

It is important to understand what type of merit a person 

needs in order to succeed in Torah study. The Alter from 

Slabodka used to say, that sometimes a person passes a piece 

of paper that is on the floor, and is unsure of its contents. It 

might be a regular piece of paper, and it might be a piece of 

paper that has Pesukim or Torah thoughts on it (and therefore 

requires Genizah). [This is especially possible if it is in a 

place that is near a Beis Medrash.] He bends down to pick it 

up, and realizes it is a mundane piece of paper that does not 

contain any special holiness at all.  

Sometimes people in this situation will grow frustrated, 

and throw the paper back on the floor. However, this is wrong 

(besides for any possible problem of littering), as this opens 

up the possibility for other people to have to waste their time, 

and check the contents of this paper. Unfortunately, people do 

not always think about how their actions will affect others. A 

person should consciously try to ensure that other people do 

not have to go through unnecessary difficulties, if he can 

prevent this.  

Another example of this, is when a person takes a Sefer off 

a shelf in a Beis Medrash, and does not put it back in its place 

after he has finished studying from it. When others go to look 

for this Sefer in its proper place, they will not be able to find 

it. This will cause them unnecessary difficulty, and most 

likely cause Bitul Torah.                         

I remember that in the early years of the Yeshivah, we only 

had one or two sets of Chidushei Ha’Rashba on Shas. There 

was a special person who was appointed to lend out the 

Rashba, and keep track of who had which volume in his 

possession.  

Even though today there are many more Sefarim in the 

Beis Medrash, it is still not uncommon for a person to have 

Bitul Torah because a certain Sefer he is looking for, was not 

put back in its proper place.  

When a person puts a Sefer back where it belongs, he is 

doing a Chesed for other people who study Torah, and is 

preventing Bitul Torah. This is one very great merit!                            

When a person cares about other Jews, and values their 

time, it is a very great merit, and is a reason that he will be 

successful in Torah study.  

We have mentioned many times previously that the sixth 

chapter of Avos, discusses the forty-eight ways that a person 

acquires Torah. Many of these ways involve having good 

Middos. They include loving other Jews, making other Jews 

happy, humility, and many other good Middos that give a 

person merits to acquire Torah. Therefore, not only is one 

obligated to acquire good Middos; it is worth it for him to 

acquire good Middos! He will gain not only the great merit of 

having good Middos, but also the key to acquiring success in 

Torah study!        

It is easier for a person to love Hashem, than to love 

people. This is apparent from the fact that the Mishnah in 

Avos lists “loving Hashem” as one of the forty-eight ways to 

acquire Torah, before it lists “loving people.” This is because 

a person can easily come to realize that Hashem created him, 

and that he owes Hashem his entire existence. He therefore 

must clearly love Hashem, and perform His Mitzvos.  

However, it is sometimes hard for a person to dedicate 

himself to helping all other Jews. After all, he may reason that 

these other Jews have never done him any favors. Why should 

he do them a favor? This is faulty reasoning, as we are 

commanded to love and to perform kindness, with all of our 

brothers who are part of Klal Yisrael, even if we do not know 

them, and they have never done us any favors. 

One can suggest that this is an explanation of the famous 

Yerushalmi in Nedarim (9:4) that states, “And you should 

love your friend as yourself – This is a great principle in 

Torah.” It could be that this means that loving our fellow Jews 

is a key to success in Torah study. 

We must certainly avoid Lashon Hara, as this is the 

antithesis of loving our fellow Jew. As we know, the Gemara 

in Shabbos translates the command to love our fellow Jew as, 

“What you hate, do not do to your friend.” One can only 

succeed in Torah if he has good Middos, and loves his fellow 

Jew.    

*******************************************           

                 A Parting Piece of Advice  

It is important to realize that when a person studies Torah, 

not only is he doing a Mitzvah, but he will often encounter 

wisdom that will help him through different practical 

situations in his life.               

I would like to relate an incident that happened this past 

Sukkos. A certain person wanted to build a Sukkah (that he 

was permitted to build according to Halachah), but his 



 

  4 

neighbors were preventing him from doing so. Being a 

learned person, he thought of the following possible 

resolution. The Gemara in Shabbos (23b) states that if a 

person is careful regarding the Mitzvah of Mezuzah, he will 

merit a beautiful dwelling. Since a Sukah is also a type of 

dwelling, this person reasoned that if he improved his 

observance of the Mitzvah of Mezuzah, the issue with his 

Sukah would be resolved. He therefore did an extra stringency 

in the Mitzvah of Mezuzah. Lo and behold, his neighbors no 

longer objected to the Sukah! He now has a very nice Sukah. 

When a person follows the advice of Chazal, he cannot go 

wrong!                

  

                          

                            

           

 (This discourse was delivered in Kislev 5777.) 
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