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THANK YOU
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel

These past few Parshios have been invaluable in showing 
the deep rifts in the ideology and philosophy that exists be-

tween Yaakov and Eisev. Eisav had shown his true colors when 
he sold the birthright for a pittance, disregarding any semblance 
of spirituality. His interest was solely one of acquiring material 
riches. On the other hand, Yaakov had chosen a life of spiritual 
pursuit, seeking to follow in the ways of the Avos and establish-
ing the Jewish family and nation.

This divergence of ideals makes an appearance in this 
week’s Parsha when Yaakov and Eisav finally meet each other 
after a twenty two year break. Yaakov, wanting to appease his 
brother’s anger, presents to Eisav gifts of immense value. Ei-
sav boastfully responds “Yesh Li Rav - keep what is yours, I 
have plenty”.  But Yaakov would not be refused. He continued 
to press Eisav to accept the gifts, explaining that Hashem had 
been gracious to him and “Yesh Li Kol- I have everything.” 
He urged Eisav to accept and in the end he took all the gifts. 
Here you see two different ways to view the worldly posses-
sions that they had acquired. Yaakov said Yesh Li Kol- I have 
everything, Eisav said Yesh Li Rav- I have plenty. What’s the 
difference?  

 The Gemarah in Berachos (31a) relates an interesting sto-
ry. Mar, the son of Ravina, was getting married and, during the 
wedding, some of the revelers asked Rav Hamnuna Zuti to sing 
a special song for this joyous occasion. 

Rav Hamnunah proceeded to sing the following strange 
words, “Vai Lon Demisnon, Vai lon Demisnan”- which basi-
cally translates- Woe onto us, we are going to die, woe unto us, 
we are going to die.” 

What in the world was Rav Hamnunah doing singing these 
words at a joyous wedding? Couldn’t he find a more appropri-
ate song to sing, perhaps something more joyous or less mor-
bid?

Rabbi Yissochor Frand explains that, in fact, Rav Hamnu-
nah did have an important message. He was trying to tell the 
wedding revelers that if they wanted to be truly happy, they 
must learn to appreciate what they have here and now.  If one 
wants to be happy at this chasuna, then you have to see the 
bigger picture of life. Be thankful that you were able to wake 
up that morning because we won’t always be alive…… for no 
one lives forever. First appreciate that you are here, present and 
standing at the wedding. Be thankful that you have your health 
and were able to attend. Then everything else falls into place. 

Rav Hamnunah was saying; appreciate the things we all 
take for granted. Don’t take aspects of your life, or perhaps life 
itself, for granted.   

Rav Frand cites an interesting linguistic similarity between 

two words:
 Shachiach –a word which means something common and 

found- 
 Shachach- which is a word which connotes forgetting or 

overlooking. 
Both are spelled similarly but their meaning is quite the 

opposite of each other. 
He explains their closely related spelling in the following 

manner: When something is Shachiach and is commonly found 
in our lives then the more apt we are to forget it- (Shachach). 

However, when one has gratitude for what Hashem has 
given him and appreciates what he has and does not focus on 
what he doesn’t have, then he is like Yaakov Avinu and he is a 
“Yesh li Kol” person. He is a person who feels complete, lack-
ing nothing. He is a happy and complete person. For he feels 
that he has everything he needs and doesn’t wish for what he 
doesn’t have.

The Mishneh in Pirkei Avos describes the characterization 
of a rich person. “Eizehu Ashir- who is a wealthy person? 
Hasameach B’chelko- He who is happy with his lot.”  The 
Tiferes Yisroel explains that a person who constantly desires 
material wealth will never achieve emotional satisfaction. Like 
a pauper, he is always on the search of what he thinks he lacks.

On this Mishneh the Abarbanel Quotes the famous say-
ing - “Mi Sh’yeish Lo Meah Rotzeh Maasaim”, one who has 
one hundred wants and desires two hundred. Someone one who 
covets and runs after money can never have enough, so he can 
never truly be rich. Only one who has an inner sense of content-
ment is really wealthy, for he is, in truth, lacking little. 

Eisav is someone whose life focus is the material world. 
The Tanna D’Vei Eliyahu relates that while Eisav and Yaakov 
were in their mother’s womb, Yaakov said to Eisav, “Let’s make 
a deal. There are two worlds. Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah. 
Olam Hazeh consists of eating, drinking, business deals, mar-
rying, and having children. Olam Habah is purely spiritual and 
has none of those physical pursuits. Eisav, you take Olam Hazeh 
and I’ll Take Olam Habah”. And when he sold the Bechorah 
to Yaakov he finalized this deal. For Yaakov, this world is just a 
means and a bridge to journey towards Olam Habah.

But for Eisav this world is an end unto itself. There is no 
other purpose for him.  The empty result then is that it will be 
a never ending cycle of want and greed. That is the core of the 
Yesh LI Rav-I got plenty, but in essence he is really saying –“ 
I’ll tell you that I’ve got more than I can ever use but in reality 
I could still use some more.” That is the fundamental nature of 
Eisav. Eisav does not appreciate or have any gratitude for what 
he has now. He is not a “wealthy”, complete or a happy person 
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Q: Is it permitted to give presents to a non-Jew for their 
holiday season?

A: There is an issur in the Torah of Lo Sechanaim1, that issur 
is broken down into three components: 2

1) Lo sitain l’hem ch’niyah b’karkah/do not give them 
land in Eretz Yisroel

2) Lo sitain l’hem chaein/do not overly compliment them

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES:GIVING GIFTS ON SECULAR HOLIDAYS 
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

3) Lo  sitain lahem matnas chinum/do not give them free 
gifts

if one transgresses even one of these he is dealing with the 
prohibition of Lo Sichaneim.

Q: Does this apply to all non-Jews or only to the seven 
nations that the Torah was talking about?

A: While many say that it is only referring to the nations 
of Kna’ani, Prizi, Chivi, Emori, Girgashi, Chiti, and Yevusi 

because he just never has enough, he always is expecting more 
and more. He’s looking for the next deal, the new “in thing” and 
for something more than what he has right now.  

There is the story of a Rov who prayed an extremely ex-
tendedly lengthy Shemona Esrai. After one of his concerned 
and caring congregants gently pointed this out to the Rov, the 
Rov told the man that when he arrives at the “Modim” (Thanks-
giving part of prayer) Berachah he just has to pause and thank 
Hashem for all the blessings which Hashem has given him. 

In essence the modim prayer which we say 3 times a day is 
our individual way of saying yesh Li kol.

Rav Shimon Schwab conveys a remarkable idea about the 
modim prayer. In middle of our thanks to Hashem for giving us 
all which we need it says –V’al Niflosecha V’Tovosecha she-
bechol es erev, v’boker, v’tzohoraim.- and for your wondrous 
deeds and bestowal of goodness, which occurs at all times- eve-
ning, morning, and afternoon. Literally, the prayer is counting 
the three times of the day that we pray to and thank Hashem. 

However, Rav Schwab says, erev, boker and tzohoaraim 
also has a secondary meaning - that of the moods or circum-
stances or experiences in life one may find himself in.  

Erev-(evening)- one may find himself in an “emotional 
state of erev.” He may feel that his life is declining, either from 
age, or lack of mazal; everything is getting darker and difficult 
in which he feels more and more hopeless.

Boker (morning)- or a person might find himself in a boker 
state of life, in which he sees some light coming into his life. 
Little by little things are starting to turn for the brighter and bet-
ter. Hope is on the horizon. 

Tzohoraim (afternoon)-or he may be experiencing the af-
ternoon of his life; surrounded by bright sunshine all around; 
success in all that he tries, a feeling of being on top of the world.

What the modim prayer is conveying, and what we try to 

say every day, is that whichever state we find ourselves in we 
are still giving thanks to Hakodosh Baruch Hu: for our lives, or 
our families, or our jobs, or our spouses, or our children, or our 
health, as we focus on what we do have and for what Hashem 
has given us.   

Sometimes, all it takes to appreciate something that you 
have is to slow down, pause and take a moment to think about 
what that aspect of your life means to you. 

This past Sunday I had the opportunity to travel to Balti-
more for a wonderful Yarchei Kallah and dinner event orches-
trated perfectly by Yeshivas Ner Yisroel. Seeing old friends, 
Rabbeim, the dorms and listening to lectures and speeches cer-
tainly brought back very fond and happy memories of the years 
I spent learning in the hallowed halls of the Yeshiva. Obviously, 
the whole day was a great time had by all. 

Walking through the halls I literally bumped into an old 
friend, someone with whom I studied with for over a year. In 
person, he was nothing like I remembered. He was getting 
around in a walker and had an attendant with him. You see, a 
couple of years ago he became a Rov in a University town and 
while leaving his bikur cholim rounds at a local hospital his car 
was struck by a truck. After much rehab and recovery his fam-
ily moved back to Baltimore. Now I had the opportunity to see 
him again after all these years. We reminisced of the old days, 
we spoke about what we learned together, we schmoozed for 
a while and he gave me his cell number and I gave him mine.  

What struck me afterward was his complete, serene and 
smiling countenance. He goes to yeshiva and attends shiur by 
Rav Zvi Berkowitz every single day. His kids are great. Every-
thing is fine, even though it is a difficult situation. Everything 
is great was the feeling he projected and it is an ideal that he 
obviously lives by.      

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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thereby making this law extinct as these nations are no longer 
around there are others who say that as long as it is a nation 
that worships idols this prohibition would apply.3 In practice 
we apply this issur even to those nations who don’t worship 
idols, hence dealings with Arabs (in the above mentioned 
fashion) would also be assur as well.4

Q: What is the reason behind such a prohibition?

A: It depends on the specific issur:

1) Land should not be given to anyone other then those 
who were originally given the land to inhabit. As if one 
were to sell Israeli soil he would be forfeiting his given 
claim to the land which would lead to an enmeshment 
of cultures.

2) If one compliments a non-Jew he is by default 
diminishing the clout and value that our own leaders 
should be afforded. As honor should be given to those 
who represent our convictions and principles instead of 
those who generally oppose them. The more credence 
we give to others the more we will be a conglomerate 
of values and opinions as opposed to the true ideas that 
we should stand for.

3) By giving them free gifts one is taking away from the 
reservoirs of resources that should rather be given to 
one’s own people first. 

Although they may seem like three separate issues and reasons 
it is really three manifestations of the same idea of which is to 
keep ourselves as separatistic as can possibly be. 

Q: Does that mean to say that Hashem prohibited one to 
give holiday gifts to his co-workers/employees/customers 
etc.?

A: What is clear from the text of the verse is that one may 
not give Matnas Chinum which translates to be free gifts to a 
non-Jew. If however the gift is not for free then one may give 
it with out any issue. The reason being that if one knows the 
person5 he is giving it to as a means to enhance the business 
relationship, to maintain a customer or more importantly to 
express appreciation, then that would not be for free. In fact 
even though the poskim mention that one should know the 
recipient, even if he doesn’t but it’s an expected social norm 

then one would not be transgressing anything by offering a 
gift. It is therefore permitted to give one’s:

	mailman/sanitation officer 

	customers/employees

	fellow colleagues/teachers/union members

	transportation operators (bus, train, car service etc.)

	hired help

a gift during the holiday season as the idea behind it is not 
to deplete one’s resources and cause a loss of means for our 
brethren but rather it is to further improve, appreciate or 
maintain a relationship that is beneficial for the one giving 
the gift. 

Q: Would this issur apply to giving a tip to a non-Jew?

A: If the reason why one would be giving more money or any 
other form of remuneration to a non-Jew is because there was 
good work provided (in fact that is the acronym for TIPS-To 
Insure Proper Service) then that would be permitted as well 
as one is further solidifying this preferred level of service for 
either himself or someone else like him. One can therefore 
give some extra monies to his:

•	 waiter

•	 barber

•	 cab driver

•	 painter

•	 maitre dee 

[In fact one is encouraged to do so as expressing gratitude 
is the very basic tenant of who we are as a people. As Jews 
we are referred to as Yehudim which the root word of Yehudi 
being hoda’ah which means to thank.6 Furthermore “stiffing” 
a non-Jew who provided some sort of service may result in a 
desecration of Hashem’s name as if he went out if his way (or 
even if he just preformed his task in an average fashion) to 
do a job that’s normally compensated via tips then not giving 
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him would possibly breed anger and hurt that may translate 
to hate, of which there is no greater chilul Hashem then that.]

Q: Is there any ideal time when one should give these gifts?

A: In general it should not be given on the exact day of their 
holiday as it should be clear that we are in no way observing 
any of it. Rather one should distribute them a few days before 
or after their holiday.7 In fact some poskim recommend giving 
the gift earlier as otherwise it may build up resentment for 
someone who is accustomed or expects to receive something.8

Q: Are there certain items that shouldn’t be given as gifts 
to one’s non-Jewish acquaintances?

A: Nowadays wine is not poured in front of idols and is 
therefore not considered “yayin nesech” (poured wine) but is 
rather just “stam yainam” (regular wine). While yayin nesech 
is strictly prohibited to benefit from there are many rishonim 
who discuss whether or not one may benefit from stam yainam 
as it is not as serious an offense to use as no avodah zarah was 
utilized. It therefore goes into the category of other Rabbinic 
issurim such as:

	bishul akum

	pas akum

	cholov akum

	g’vinas akum

all of which are permitted to derive benefit from as it is only 
the eating of these items that were decreed upon in order to 
distance us from alien practices and cultures as well as to 
safeguard us from intermarriage. On the other hand since the 
prohibition of using wine originated from wine that was used 
for Avodah Zarah many want to still hold onto that issur which 
is prohibited to have han’ah from as well. The Rama9 brings 
down both sides and rules that it is best to be stringent and not 
even benefit from stam yainam unless a loss of money will be 
incurred. Therefore one should not purchase non-kosher wine 
to give as a gift as he will be benefiting from it accordingly. 

Q: In the event that one does not purchase but only 
receives a bottle of non-kosher wine may he “pass it on” to 
a non-Jewish worker/boss?

A: Since passing it on is receiving benefit as one does not 
need to spend the time and/or money purchasing another gift 
for the desired recipient, one should ideally not pass on that 
gift as well. In the event that it would cause a loss of money 
(i.e. one received cases of wine that can cover all of his gift 
giving responsibilities), then one should speak with his Rav as 
there can be what to rely on. 

Q: Is there any other gifts that one should refrain from 
giving?

A: It is clear from halacha that aside for the prohibition of 
eating non-kosher meats one may not “do business” with it as 
well. As was mentioned above, the heter to give the gifts in 
the first place is based on the idea that it is not a free present 
but is rather “doing business” as it is to show appreciation 
to one’s worker/boss, to be payment for services rendered or 
for business that one is looking to acquire. Therefore giving 
gifts of foods that are biblically prohibited (such as meats 
from non-kosher animals or from kosher animals that have 
not been ritually slaughtered) would be strictly forbidden as 
one would transgressing the issur of doing business with non-
kosher foods.

Q: If one received a basket of an array of these non-kosher 
meats would he be able to pass it on?

A: Unlike the wine mentioned above this would be permitted. 
As the prohibition is based on one doing business not on 
benefiting from these items. Secondly the poskim all discuss 
cases where non-kosher animals “chanced” upon your 
jurisdiction (i.e. many times commercial fishermen reel in 
non-kosher dolphin along with the desired catch of kosher 
tuna) and state that it would be permitted to use these items 
in commerce. It is only going out to buy and sell these items 
that was included in the issur. Therefore if one receives non-
kosher meats or fish one may pass it on without any halachic 
concerns.10

Q: Are there any non-kosher foods that one may purchase 
in order to give as a gift for a business associate etc.?

A: The above mentioned prohibition is only on foods that are 
biblically prohibited to eat such as meat and fish. If the foods 
are only rabinically prohibited such as milk, cheese, or kosher 
meat that was cooked by a non-Jew then it would be permitted 
to buy and give these items as gifts without any reservations.
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Q: What would be the ideal way to present these gifts to a 
non-Jew?

A: While a nice card and note of appreciation is encouraged 
one should avoid mentioning the actual day of their holiday if 
it connotes avodah zarah. Therefore when giving gifts around 
the time of December 25th is would be best advised to say a 
simple Happy Holiday as opposed to the more specific Merry 
Xmas.11

FOOTNOTES
1. Devarim 7
2. Avodah Zarah 20a
3. Which would be applicable to Christianity but not to Islam as 

they aren’t considered to be idol worshipers in halacha. This is 
how the Sidai Chemed brings down the view of the Rashba and 

the Ralbag
4. See Bais Yosef C.M. 249
5. See Taz Y.D. 151:8
6. One can note how a few minutes after waking up from his open 

heart surgery R’ Elyashiv zt”l took great pains to learn the two 
English words of “thank you” in order to express gratitude to 
his English speaking doctor who was flown in solely for that 
operation albeit he was still in a much weakened state. While 
the non-Jewish doctor was obviously being highly compensat-
ed for the procedure R’ Elyashiv wanted him to hear what his 
work meant to him in his mother tongue.

7. Rama Y.D. 148:12
8. Shach 148:13
9. Y.D. 123:1

10. Rama Y.D. 117
11. See Biur H’gra 147:3 

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Imagine that you heard a voice emanating from the heavens; 
you are suddenly made aware that it is from G-d who has 

indicated to you that He will revive the dead for one half hour.
In a frantic frenzy, you and everyone else that you have 

told, rush to the cemetery. You find the ground shaking and 
trembling. You are filled with excited anticipation, waiting 
to see the hundreds of dead bodies which are about to come 
back to the land of the living. You start to wonder about these 
people being restored to life. What would they possibly want 
to do with their half hour?

Since they have already been to the Next World, there 
would be many that would run straight for a Beit Midrash, 
others would run through the streets looking for a chesed to 
perform, while others would look to make a beracha or pray. 
These people understand that this is the only time they have 
to accrue merit for the world of truth, to make a difference in 
their eternity.

Could you imagine there eyes watching the clock, nervous 
with every passing moment, upset at themselves for even 
wasting a second. What a waste it would all be if they went 
back to the grave without accomplishing anything.

The question to us is this, what would be so terrible if we 
had more than a half hour to live?

And who is to say that we even have a half hour to live?
How precious each and every moment must be to each 

of us!
(From the speech of Kelemer Maggid in a small unknown 

town)
 One of the elucidating aspects of this week’s perasha is 

the clarity of distinction between the ideologies of Eisav and 
Yaakov. Here is the interaction between them as conveyed 
within the Torah: “And Eisav said ‘I have plenty, my brother, 
let what you have remain yours’…Yaakov replies ‘ Please 
accept my homogae which was brought to you, inasmuch 
as Hashem has been gracious to me and inasmuch as I have 
everything” (Vayishlach 33:9-11).

How does this discern for us the differences in their 
approaches to life?

Rashi (1040-1105) gives us an explanation. Eisav 
spoke in an arrogant way saying that he has plenty, giving 
the implication that his acquisitions is much more than 
he needs and thus he is proud of all that he has amassed. 
Yaakov conveyed a different sentiment. He states that he has 
everything, meaning that he has his basic needs to live and for 
that he is tremendously grateful.

The Kli Yakar (1550-1619) expands this concept 
further, indicating to us that the difference in the language is 
indicative of the mindset of each one. Eisav is representing 
the wickedness that can overpower man’s view of the world. 
He is never satisfied with what he has and always wants more. 
A man of this kind can amass that greatest of fortunes, he 
can accrue holdings and property beyond what anyone can 
imagine, yet when he is on his deathbed and you ask him, 
“Now that you are close to death and have achieved riches 
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Rashi tells us that Yaakov Avinu returned late at night for 
some small vessels they left behind. It was at that place 

that he encountered the Angel of Esav and fought with him. 
The Midrash says that the Nes Chanuka which came about 
when the Chashmanaim found one uncontaminated vessel of 
oil, was in merit of the Yaakov returning to fetch the small 
vessels he left behind. This needs explanation. What was so 
special about Yaakov’s action and it what way is this connected 
to the miracle of the  Nes Chanuka, occurring years later.

Additionally, Yaakov’s actions seemed to contradict his 
own actions elsewhere. Rashi brings that Yaakov offered all 
his money and possessions to his brother Esav to purchase full 
rights of the Meoras Hamachpaila. Obviously Yaakov didn’t 
care for his possessions and was willing to part from them, 
even to vastly overpay for the Meoras Hamachpaila. 

Yaakov proclaimed, Yesh li Kol” I have everything. Esav 
on the other hand said, “Yesh li Rov” I have plenty. Rashi 

points out the different perspectives of the two. A Tzadik is 
always content and believes whatever he has it is all he needs. 
If money is tight, he believes this is what he needs to live on 
and Hashem will help him get through. If he is blessed with 
abundance, he believes that this is what he needs to support 
his family and with the remainder to support others. Nothing 
is extra.

 Esav on the other hand, doesn't believe his money is from 
Hashem nor is it calculated exactly for his particular needs. If 
he has a lot of money it's to his advantage that he has “extra”. 
Therefore Esav says “yesh li rav” I have more than I need. 

This is the key difference between a Tzadik and Rasha. 
A Tzadik realizes that Hashem provides the needs of all 
creatures. If he has a lot of money, obviously he needs it. If 
he has less money, again he believes and trusts that this is all 
he needs. 

Yaakov has gone through different stages in his life. 

PARSHAS VAYISLACH; THE TRUE VALUE OF MONEY
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

surpassing your wildest dreams, is there anything else that 
you want before you leave this world?” This person would 
answer: “I would just want a little bit more.” The issue is 
that he is never satisfied with what he has because he always 
sees what he does not have. More so, he dislodges from the 
actual focus of the world. His modus operandi is extravagance 
and indulgence alone; the contentment of past gratification 
in this world does not satisfy the urge to fulfill more desires 
which have not yet been experienced. The mindset of Eisav 
is this - this world is to maximize pleasure, hence the words 
“I have plenty” are indicative of the emphasis on physical 
accumulation as the objective in life.

On the other hand, Yaakov understands that this world is 
a medium to the Next World. It is a place of opportunity to 
connect with Hashem via Torah and mitzvot. The pleasures 
of the world are peripheral and not the primacy. They are 
amongst the tools to be used to reach the true goal of this life.

To elucidate this point the Ramchal (1707-1746) in his 
Mesillat Yesharim (chapter 13) states that when the Torah tells 
us “You shall be holy” (Vayikra 19:2), it means to separate 
ourselves from being enveloped by our surroundings to the 
point that all we do is live for the pleasures of the world alone.  
As it states in Mishlei (13:25), “The righteous person eats for 
the contentment of the soul” and not the body. One example 
he gives is that of Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi, the redactor of the 
Mishnah, which is told about in the Talmud (Ketubot 104a), 

that when he was dying he held up his ten fingers and said. 
“Hashem, it is well known to You that I never derive any 
pleasure from this world, not even with my little finger.” Yet, 
we see elsewhere in the Talmud (Avodah Zarah 11a) where it 
states that he had all the best and most expensive delicacies 
at his table, whether they were in season or out of season. So 
how did Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi state that he did not have any 
pleasure from this word?

The answer is in perspective. The delicacies were all for 
the sake of heaven. They were to make berachot on, to honor 
guests, and to influence others to learn Torah. The pleasure of 
the delicacy was not for it alone, it was only a route to serve 
and honor Hashem.

In this consideration, the moments we have, the breathing, 
the eating, the working, even the sleeping, is all part of what 
we need to serve Hashem. The world was created for man to 
do mitzvot and fulfill Hashem’s Will. So when Yaakov says 
he has everything, he is focusing on having all that he has 
been given in life, in this world of the living, to still attain 
spiritually. He is talking about having the opportunity and 
the time to still achieve and maximize what it means to be a 
Jew. It is in this regard that all of us, which are still here, still 
capable and able, are so very wealthy. We are rich beyond our 
wildest dreams because we are alive. We are able to still do 
and because of this reason alone we have everything. 
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

At one point he was totally penniless. “Ki Bimakly avarti 
Hayardein”. Rashi explains he gave away all his possessions 
to Elifaz the son of Esav, to spare his life. He arrived with only 
his walking stick. Nevertheless at all junctures of his life he 
felt “Yesh Li Kol - I have all I need”. 

With this mindset, it is obvious why Yaakov would go 
back for even the small vessels he left behind. Since he truly 
believed and recognized that Hashem was providing him with 
exactly what he needs, not an iota more or less, how can he 
leave behind these vessels however small they may be. It is 
only because we don’t sometimes appreciate what we have 
and if we are blessed with extra money we believe we have 
more then we need, do we discard small items as not worth 
the time and effort. But if we recognize that every penny is 
accounted for then we would never leave anything on the 
table.  

If we have this understanding and truly believe that 
Hashem provides for exactly our needs then we would never 
feel we are lacking. Even when money is tight, we must truly 
believe that this is what we need right now, and when the time 
comes things will change accordingly. 

Perhaps this is the lesson of Nes Chanuka. True, they only 
found one small jar of oil, enough for only one night. But with 
true Bitochon that Hashem provides all of our needs, this little 
oil can suffice for eight days. It is Yaakov’s returning for the 
small vessels that teach us this lesson that whatever we have 

is what we need and will provide us with all our needs. Thus, 
from Yaakov’s action came about the miracle of Chanuka. 

The Posuk says Hashem will pour unto us blessing “ad 
bli dai” which the Gemara explains to mean that Hashem 
will continue to provide us with so much blessing, even as 
we exclaim Enough! Enough! This obviously is difficult to 
understand. If the recipient is exclaiming that he has enough 
why would Hashem insist on pouring more blessing onto him?

The answer is simple. We tend to believe that what we 
have is based on what we perceive are our needs. When a 
person receives way more than his needs he exclaims enough! 
I have what I need. But truthfully, Hashem provides exactly 
what a person needs. If a person is blessed with abundance 
then clearly his job is to help others and to build schools and 
Yeshivos with his wealth. Nothing is extra.   

Yaakov, on one hand went back for the small vessels 
because he recognized its importance. But this is not a 
contradiction to his willingness to overpay for the Meoras 
Hamchpaila. In Yaakov’s eyes the Meoras Hamchpaila was a 
worthy investment for the future of Klal Yisroel. If this is the 
case then he understood the money he had was to be used for 
this purchase. Money is not meant to be sitting in the bank just 
for the sake of having extra money. 

Whatever we have is destined especially for us and to 
provide us for our needs. Sometimes our needs aren’t only 
our immediate needs but extend to helping others. 

The Parashah begins by saying, “And Yaakov sent 
malachim to Eisav... I have dwelled [“garti”] with Lavan 

and I have delayed until now. Rashi notes that the numerical 
value of “garti” [I have dwelled] is 613, to say “I lived with 
Lavan the rasha, yet I kept the 613 mitzvos and did not learn 
from his evil actions. Now, the second part of Rashi seems 
superfluous. It would have been sufficient to say “I kept the 
613 mitzvos.” Obviously one who has kept 613 mitzvos has 
not learned from the evil ways of Lavan?! The answer is, 
says Rabbi Frand in the name of Rav Rudderman zt”l, that 
it is quite possible to fulfill every mitzvah meticulously and 
still emulate the lifestyle of Lavan! He adds the following 
from an article written by R’ Emanuel Feldman: “...wedding 
invitations that request dressing modestly according to 
tradition, forget that tradition requires modesty not only in 
sleeve length but also in Viennese tables, flowers, and other 

vulgar excesses... We tend to forget that tznius is not only 
in dress but also in words... It is possible to eat kosher but 
to think treif; to be fully observant but to adopt the worst 
attitudes and values of the society around us; to be fully 
observant but not to think about what Hashem wants from 
us.”

In other words, it is not enough to be observant. We must 
think about what Hashem wants from us. We must keep our 
values intact. But, one may wonder: How, indeed, can we 
make sure that we are not influenced by the value system 
of society? We can answer this with another question: 613 
is the numerical value of the word “garti,” and therefore 
Rashi knew that Yaakov said “I have kept Taryag mitzvos.” 
But from where did he know that Yaakov said “I have been 
uninfluenced in any way”? The answer is that Yaakov does 
not say “I lived with Lavan” but rather “I dwelled [garti] with 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
PARSHAS VAYISHLACH
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Lavan.” Although, physically there, Yaakov did not become 
a part of society. In his mind, he viewed himself as a “ger” 
- as merely dwelling there. We are influenced from society if 
we live among society, but if we are merely visiting, we will 
not be influenced. 

Another ramification of Rashi’s words is as follows: 
One can keep all Taryag mitzvos, but yet have terrible 
middos. Yaakov was a man of truth, and even after 20 years 
by the corrupt Lavan, he was able to say “My middos are still 
intact; I am still the Man of Truth.”

Later on we find that Yaakov fought with the Heavenly 
angel of Eisav. The Pasuk says that though the angel could 
not overcome him, the ball of Yaakov’s thighbone became 
dislocated. The thigh supports the body. The fact that 
Yaakov’s thigh was hurt demonstrated that the weakness of 
the Yidden will be in their thigh - in their support system - in 
the tamchin de’oraysa. The Sefer Imrei Yitzchak says in the 
name of the Alter of Navardok: What is the foundation of 
Torah? Middos. Eisav could not find us incomplete in our 
Torah and mitzvos, but he found a weakness in our foundation 
- in our middos. One can be an erlicher Yid, but his middos 
can be far from perfect.

Shimon and Levi each took their sword... Yaakov said 
to them: the people of the land will gather together and I 
will be annihilated. And they answered: Should our sister be 
treated wantonly? We do not find that Yaakov responded to 
their answer. Seemingly, then, he was in agreement of their 
actions. But, why, then, does Yaakov take them to task for 
their actions at the end of his life? The same can be asked 
with regard to Reuven, who after the death of Rachel, took 

action to preserve the honor of his mother. Immediately 
afterwards, the pasuk tells us that the sons of Yaakov were 
[still] 12 - Reuven did not sin. But, if so, why dis Yaakov take 
him to task for their actions at the end of his life? And, why 
do we find Reuven doing teshuva for his action?

R’ Chatzkel [in Yad Yechezel, Middos pg. 262 - 265] 
explains as follows: True, they did nothing wrong; they kept 
Taryag mitzvos meticulously, but it was their middos that 
were taken to task. What caused Shimon and Levi to do what 
they did? Their anger, which they did not control. At the end 
of the day, they may have been right, but Yaakov knew what 
caused them to do it and it was for that that he took them to 
task. Reuven may have been right, but what made him do 
it? His tendency to rush and not think things through with 
the proper menuchas hanefesh. It was for this that he lost 
kehuna and malchus! It was for this that he was taken to 
task. And it was for this that he was doing teshuva. While the 
brothers were selling Yosef, he was doing teshuva for acting 
with haste. He was able to finally conclude that Yosef should 
not be hurt, but he was a bit too late.

Rav Chatzkel brings R’ Chaim Vital who says that one 
with bad middos will easily transgress the entire Torah, while 
one who has good middos will easily fulfill the entire Torah. 
R’ Chaim Vital concludes: Therefore one must be even more 
careful concerning his middos then he is in regard to fulfilling 
a mitzvah! Based on this, R’ Chatzkel says, that if one wants 
to take on a “frumkeit,” the first thing he should work on 
is being frummer in his middos! May we all be zoche to 
keep the entire Torah, have the proper value system, and be 
meticulous with our middos.

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

Yerucham Reich 

King Casimir the Great of Poland (who my father referred 
to by his popular title, Kazimierz Wielki), in 1343, in an 

effort to develop his country from the stagnant backwater it 
was, invited the persecuted Jews of Western Europe to relo-
cate to Poland, where they could live freely, with guaranteed 
full personal and religious rights and safety.  He needed ca-
pable, industrious people to develop an economy and national 
infrastructure.  The Jews of Western Europe fled the burnings, 
the forced baptisms and the expulsions that was their lot and 
flocked in large numbers to Poland. There were Jews there al-
ready; there indeed were Catholic persecutions, as elsewhere, 
but there were also unprecedented strong measures taken by 
governing authorities to protect and encourage them. 

In Poland they flourished and grew. Poland was referred 
to in Hebrew as “Po Lin”:

“Rest Here”.
Fast forward to the Spring of 1919. My father’s Bar Mitz-

vah Shabbos was on Parashas Emor. A few weeks before he 
put on t’fillin  for the first time. Always a time of joy and cel-
ebration, for him this event took place in a bunker. Upstairs a 
terrible pogrom was raging. The patriots of Poland were cel-
ebrating their new national independence, a wonderful occa-
sion for an old fashioned Jew smashing. 

What went wrong? Jews had been in the country for a 
thousand years, and together with the ethnic Poles had built 
the country. There were about three million of them, ten per 
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cent of the population. Their lives were interwoven. But still 
they were seen as  “Other”, foreign, alien, sinister, oppressive, 
exploiters, interlopers, rapacious, disloyal. Foreigners who 
don’t belong there, who take advantage of the innocent locals. 

A popular ditty was “Polska Ulica, Zydowska Komni-
ca!”, a play on words proclaiming, “the street is Polish but the 
houses ( the palatial rooms) are Jewish!”

In the end, the persecutions and the hatred, the violations 
and the murders, came to Poland too, and became an embed-
ded part of its civilization.  

Certainly, as elsewhere, there was a strong religious basis 
to the enmity. As elsewhere, the Jews’ non acceptance of their 
own son who had become the Christian deity was as unac-
ceptable as it was inexplicable. Indeed, as elsewhere,the only 
way to explain it was the willful, stubborn perfidy of evil peo-
ple, who deserved the punishment that was thrown their way. 

As elsewhere, as well, jealousy played its role. The mass-
es of desperately poor Jews were invisible to those jealous 
eyes, who saw only the prosperous Jews among them. Some-
how, those Jews had taken their wealth from its rightful own-
ers, the Poles. (Remember race huckster Sharpton’s infamous 
rallying cry of “white interlopers” to whip up violent action 

against white business owners in Harlem?)
These patterns, in all their variations, are to be found all 

over the Western world, throughout history. Libraries have 
been filled with histories of Antisemitism, with a multitude 
of theories to explain this persistent, utterly illogical social 
malady.

The complex and troubled relationship between Yaakov 
and Eisav was set long before.

Halacha b’yadua, Eisav soneh as Yaakov. Our Sages un-
derstood the reality, established so many years and generations 
ago. Eisav hates Yaakov. There may be periods and places of 
cooperation, coexistence, even friendly relations. But at his 
core, Eisav cannot forgive Yaakov for being the good, moral 
son, he is murderously enraged over Yaakov’s grasping their 
father’s bracha, he sees whatever is Yaakov’s as rightfully his, 
he is forever clenched with Yaakov in that violent, wrenching 
wrestling match in that dark, lonely, frightening night so long 
ago, the dust of which rose to Heaven and filled the world, 
an enduring, debilitating storm whose end is still nowhere in 
sight. 
Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Vayishlach,  5777

Yerucham Reich



Chanukah Party
The Chanukah Shtieble party will be  

December 26th Monday evening at 6:00 pm, 

the third night of Chanukah.  

Amazing food, great entertainment, nosh 

 and doughnuts for all ages!

Mazal Tov
To Avi & Rochel Toiv on the Kiddush 

 of their daughter Tali.
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