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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Bo

PARSHAT BO 5776

THOUGHTS ON THE MITZVAH OF SIPPUR YETZIAS MITZRAYIM

The Torah commands us on our Seder night: "and you shall tell your son on that day, saying, 'it is

because of this that Hashem acted on my behalf when I left Egypt" (Shemos 13:8). Each person to

relate to his children the story of the exodus from Egypt - this is known as the mitzvah of sippur

yetzias Mitzrayim. In the Haggadah we read "vechol hamarbeh harei zeh meshubach", the more one

adds  the  more  praiseworthy is  he." This  can  be  understood as  adding  qualitatively  as  well  as

quantitatively. The deeper one understands the story, of the idea of enslavement and redemption,

the deeper he is able to delve into the story and the more praiseworthy is he.

The  exodus  from Egypt  is  one  of  the  greatest  things  that  Hashem did  for  us. This  makes  us

understand our obligation to thank Him and to serve Him by keeping the Torah and mitzvoth. We

must therefore take upon ourselves to fulfill all the mitzvoth as we took upon ourselves in Egypt. The

word "lehodot" has two implications - one is to thank and the other is to acknowledge. At our Seder

we relate the story of the exodus thereby acknowledging that Hashem took us out from Egypt, but

we also thank Him in the Hallel portion. Thus the mitzvah on this night is twofold.

The wise son's question is "what are these mitzvoth, statutes which Hashem our G-d has commanded

you." What is he asking? He wishes to know why there are so many mitzvoth associated with the

exodus. Firstly, the Pesach offering has more detailed mitzvoth than any other offering. Once that is

done we spend much time cleaning our houses and getting ourselves ready for Pesach. We reid our
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house of every morsel of chametz, we sell the chametz, burn the chametz. For seven days we may

not eat even a crumb of chametz. Not only is it forbidden to eat but we may not derive any benefit

from it as well.

We then spend an entire night relating the story and perform all its myriad associate mitzvoth. if

that is not enough, offerings are brought for seven days. Once Pesach has finished, we are not

finished with the exodus for we make mention of it every morning and night. Shabbos and Yom Tov

are classified as "zecher liyetzias Mitzrayim" as are other mitzvosh such as tzitzis and tefillin. The

wise son is asking: "why are there so many mitzvos associated with this happening? The Haggadah

records the answer we must give to the wise son: "you must inform him of the laws of Pesach, one

may not partake of any desert after the Pesach offering." What does this mean? How does this

answer the wise son's question? Some explain that what the Haggadah means is that you must

teach him: "until ... one may not partake of any desert after the Pesach offering." This appears at

the very end of Massechet Pesachim, thus the Haggadah is teaching us that the wise son must be

informed of all the laws of Pesach contained in Massechet Pesachim, until the very last law which is

that one may not partake of desert following the Korban Pesach.

The question is, if I have properly fulfilled all the mitzvoth of the night, what would be so terrible if I

eat a bowl of ice cream? I understand that tonight is very cold, but on Pesach it presumably will not

be this cold? Perhaps we would otherwise venture to say that it would be appropriate to eat more

food so that we do not leave Hashem's table feeling hungry after having eat from the offerings. The

Yerushalmi provides an interesting reason. The Korban Pesach is the only offering where there is a

prohibition against breaking bones. A person who is hungry is liable to break the bones in order to

suck out what is inside. Thus one must be very careful to eat the Korban Pesach while satiated, and

one way to insure that is to prohibit eating any food afterwards.

This reasoning, however, does not apply today when we do not have the Korban Pesach and we

substitute it  with a piece of matzah at  the conclusion of  the seder. Harav  Yechiel  Schlesinger,

founder of Yeshivat Kol Torah suggested the following. The Torah states: "You shall not eat chametz

with it, for seven days you shall eat matzos because of it, bread of affliction, for you departed from

the land of Egypt in haste - so that you will remember the day of your departure from the land of

Egypt all the days of your life" (Devarim 16:3).

The way to remember the exodus is for the "taste" of the Seder to remain in our mouth. When one

eats another food then he negates the taste of the previous one. In reality  we should  not  eat

anything for the entire year until the next Pesach. Given that this is impossible we at least do not eat

for the remainder of that night. Why can we not negate the taste of the Korban Pesach, or its

substitute piece of matzah? Because after having spent the entire night praising Hashem for the

plagues  in  Egypt  -  blood,  frogs,  lice,  and  having split  the  sea  and  taken  us  out  of  Egypt  and

expressing our belief that he is the only power in the world, Yom Tov ends and we suddenly read of

what Obama and Netanyahu did. We are liable to think that there are other forces in the world. If

we do not keep the taste in our mouth then the news is liable to negate the taste of all that we have

just learned and declared. Thus in reality the taste should remain in our mouths forever.

Relating the story of the exodus is our commitment to serve Hashem forever, to observe His mitzvos,

and to realize that He is the only force in this world. We must keep in mind that every word of Torah

we learn, every tefillah, every act of chesed, and other mitzvos brings us to eternal life in the Next

World. If we could only internalize this message we would be more meticulous in our observance of

mitzvos, we would daven better and learn better. The Ramban writes that the plagues in Egypt teach

us that whatever happens in this world is not by chance but because Hashem decreed it. In reality

there is no distinction between nature and miracle, we call something nature only because we are

accustomed to it. But really Hashem is All-Powerful and when He wishes, He can run the world in a

manner contrary to the laws of nature, as we saw in Egypt. This is what we must keep in mind at

our Pesach seder.

Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh, Western Wall Plaza, One Hakotel Street, POB 32017, Jerusalem, 91319 IL

YNA Sicha Parshat Bo 2 of 2


