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Yisroel was nervous...After the Rosh Yeshiva R’ Reuven Grozovsky 
suffered a stroke, a schedule was made for 
bochurim to assist him with his daily needs. 

One day it was the turn of the young R’ 
Yisroel Belsky. It was his first time; he never 

had spoken to the Rosh Yeshiva before.

Oy, vey! If 
only I could just 
disappear now…

Ah! a bracha oif 
deiner kop! I can just 
imagine how you must 

feel now...

Modeh ani 
l’fanecha, Melech 

chai v’kayam! …

כ“ב אדר  1958 - 1886  5718 - 5647

 .(Yurkansky) רחל לאה and ר׳ שמשון was born in Minsk, Belarus, to זצ”ל Grozovsky ר׳ רפאל ראובן
He studied in ישיבה כנסת ישראל (Slabodka) under ר׳ משה מרדכי Epstein and ר׳ נתן צבי Finkel 
s daughter. He then moved to Kamenitz with’ר׳ ברוך בער ,חיה שרה מרים In 1919 he married .זצ”ל
 During .פטירה upon his ראש ישיבה and taking over as ,תלמיד מבהק becoming his ,ר׳ ברוך בער
WWII, he escaped to the USA, and joined ר׳ אהרן Kotler and ר׳ אברהם Kalmanowitz זצ”ל 
in leading the ועד הצלה. He worked behind the scenes of Agudath Israel of America. He 
headed ישיבה תורה ודעת at the request of R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz זצ”ל. He was a
 ספרים both in middos and Torah. His גאון He was renowned as a .בית מדרש עליון in מגיד שעור

include (על התורה) מאמרי רבי ראובן ,(ש”ס) חידושי רבי ראובן and שיחות רבי ראובן.

Yisroel, I’m telling 
you... the Rosh Yeshiva 

never spoke while he was 
wearing tefillin.

Oh, no! I missed! 
His hand moved 

so suddenly... I see 
the Rosh Yeshiva is 

straining...

Oy! let 
me try to make 
it easier for 

him...

The anxious Yisroel tried a second time... The third time it was fine. He then continued helping 
the Rosh Yeshiva with his morning routine.

When Yisroel retold the story to his friends 
in the Bais Midrash they couldn’t believe it.

When the next bochur came to take 
over he was amazed at the sight.

It soon became evident that R’ Reuven 
had made an exception in order to put 
the mind of this new bachur at ease.

...l’shabeid 
bazeh taavas 

machshevos libeinu 
l’avodaso...

Yisroel, your 
parents should be proud 

of you... you were so gentle! I 
thank you for your assistance. 

May you one day be a gadol 
b’Yisroel and share your 
kindness with all of Klal 

Yisroel!

Amein.

I’ve never 
seen the 

Rosh Yeshiva 
speak when 

wearing 
tefillin!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ְשמֹות ב:ח(… ...ַהֵאֵלְך ְוָקָראִתי ָלְך ִאָשה ֵמיֶנֶקת ִמן ָהִעְבִריֺּת          
 “…  Shall  I  go  and  summon  for  you  a  wet  nurse  from  
the Hebrew women…?” 
 the reason why ,(סֹוָטה יב.) ְגָמָרא explains, based on the ַרִש״י 
the small baby who eventually became מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו refused to be nursed 
from an Egyptian woman. The ְגָמָרא asks, “How could the mouth that 
would talk directly to 'ד nurse from anything impure?” מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו would 
be talking to 'ד in the most direct manner, more than another other 
prophet. He would also be the messenger between 'ד and ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל 
on any question on the ּתֹוָרה for 40 years in the wilderness. מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו 
was a special case and his mouth needed to be totally pure.  
 R' Eliyohu Boruch Finkel ַזַצ״ל discusses the source for a 
ruling of the (יו״ד ס' פ״א:ז) ַרָמ״א and asks a thought-provoking 
question: The ַרָמ״א rules that every Jewish child should be fed from a 
Jewish wet nurse, since a non-Jewish wet nurse’s milk causes  ִטְמטּום
 explains that ְגָר״א a negative effect on a person’s spirituality. The ,ַהֵלב
the source of this ֲהָלָכה is based on this episode with מֶֺּשה. R' Eliyohu 
Boruch finds the reason of the ְגָר״א difficult to understand. The entire 
reasoning for מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו’s not using a non-Jewish wet nurse was 
because he spoke directly to 'ד and his mouth had to be totally pure. 
Why is this reason applicable to every Jewish child?  
 When he posed this question to R' Shach ַזַצ״ל, he answered 
that every Jewish child [as well as adult] is constantly talking directly to 
 that starts with ְבָרָכה many times a day. Every time a child makes a ד'
 the child should realize that he is ,…ד' ,Blessed are You ,ָברּוְך ַאָּתה ד'

talking directly to 'ד.  
  R' Eliyohu Boruch told R' Shach a beautiful answer from his 
six-year-old son, ָנָתן ְצִבי, which R' Shach enjoyed: The young ָנָתן ְצִבי 
explained that [the (ֶפֶרק ה:ב) ַרְמַב״ם says that] every Jewish child has 
the potential to be a מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו. Every Jewish child must be raised with 
this thought in mind — he has the opportunity to be like מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו; 
therefore, the child should be nursed by a Jewish woman.  
 The ַרָמ״א adds that there is an additional problem if a Jewish 
mother eats non-kosher food and then nurses the child. Non-kosher 
food is harmful to the soul of a Jew and will physically affect the body 
in later years. This is based on the (ִמְצָוה עג) ִחּנּוְך, who discusses at 
length some of the reasons behind the ִאּסּור of eating a ְטֵרָפה, animal 
that was killed or died because of a fatal defect or injury.  

ֱאכֺּל ְטֵרָפה( ֺּא לֶׁ ל  ִמִדיֵני ַהִמְצָוה )עג: שֶׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך elaborates on the importance of eating only kosher 
food. Non-kosher food is damaging to the soul and will interfere with 
its working properly with the body. Even though the harmful effects 
may not  be  readily  apparent  to  today’s  medical  doctors,  it  is  the 
Trustworthy Doctor ('ד) Who truly understands the benefit or harm of 
foods. It is to our benefit that the harmful effects are not explained; 
‘intelligent people’ might use the knowledge to try to tempt people to 
eat non-kosher foods by reasoning that the harmful effects are only in 
certain climates or for people with certain deficiencies. 'ד did not teach 
us the harm caused so as to reduce our temptation.    

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

 ִיְשָרֵאל was born in Portsmouth, VA, to ַזַצ״ל Gifter ר' ָמְרְדַכי
and ַמְטָלא. His parents moved to Baltimore to provide their 
children with a better ּתֹוָרה education. At ַבר ִמְצָוה age, he 

went to ְיִשיַבת ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן in NY. He went to Telz ְיִשיָבה in Lithuania in 1932. 
In 1940, he married 'ר׳ ַזְלַמן ,שֹוַשָנה ֶשִּתְחֶי Bloch's daughter. He served as ָרב 
in Waterbury, CT, in 1943. A year later, he joined Telz ְיִשיָבה in Cleveland as 
 near ְיִשיָבה in 1977 to found Telz-Stone ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל He immigrated to .ַמְשִגיחַ 
 in 1979, he returned to ְפִטיָרה s'ַזַצ״ל Sorotzkin ר׳ ָברּוְך After .ְירּוָשַלִים
Cleveland. He served ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל with every essence of his ָחְכָמה and warm 
personality, as a ֶרִבי and leader of the מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה of Agudath Israel 
of America. 

 כ״ג טבת
5676 — 5761 
1916 — 2001 

A ְלִמיד  had decided that ְיִשיָבה in the Telz תַּ
the time had come for him to leave 
 to go to college. He passed by a ְיִשיָבה
room where R' Mordechai Gifter ״ל צַּ  זַּ
had just finished learning, and saw 
how the רֺאש ְיִשיָבה kissed his ְגָמָרא 
with tremendous love and גֶעשמַאק. 
The ָבחּור later related that after 
witnessing this beautiful display of  ת ַאֲהבַּ
תֹוָרה  he thought, “If someone could love ,הַּ
  ”?ְיִשיָבה so much, how could I leave תֹוָרה
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י  ֺּאֶמר בִּ מֹות ד:יג(.… ַוי ָלח )שְׁ שְׁ ַיד תִּ ַלח ָנא בְׁ שְׁ  
 He [מֶֺּשה] replied: “Please … send through whomever You 
will send!” 
 “Through whomever you will send” — Through the one 
whom You are accustomed to send as your messenger [to the Jewish 
people]; that is, ֲהרֺּןַא ״י)   .(ַרשִּ
 In הקב״ה’s first revelation to מֶֺּשה, He told מֶֺּשה to return to 
Egypt  to  become  the  leader  of  the  Jewish  people  and  begin  the 
process that would lead to redemption. For seven days, מֶֺּשה 
contended that he was unworthy, and concluded by asking that his 
older brother, ַאֲהרֺּן, be granted this calling instead. 
 The ָרש דְׁ י קע״ב) מִּ עֹונִּ מְׁ קּוט שִּ  was מֶֺּשה explains that (ַילְׁ
concerned lest ַאֲהרֺּן feel hurt upon seeing that his younger brother 
was returning to replace him as the prophet and leader of the nation. 
ָרֵאל had served ַאֲהרֺּן שְׁ ַלל יִּ  was away מֶֺּשה faithfully all the years that כְׁ
in ָין דְׁ  will see [ַאֲהרֺּן] that, to the contrary, “He מֶֺּשה assured הקב״ה .מִּ
you and he will rejoice in his heart” (מֹות ד׳:י״ד  .(שְׁ
 That מֶֺּשה did have such concerns at such a time is 
remarkable. As R' Chaim Shmulevitz יחֹות מּוָסר) ַזַצ״ל  מֶֺּשה ,notes (שִּ
was being asked to lead his nation to redemption after it had suffered 
for so long in bondage. Did the feelings of one individual really matter 
at such a time? מֶֺּשה felt that it did, and, explained R' Chaim, הקב״ה 
would have approved of his concerns had they been valid. It is only 
because הקב״ה knew that ן  would feel genuine joy in his heart ַאֲהרֺּ
that He reprimanded מֶֺּשה. 
 One of the 48 ways through which Torah is acquired ( ֵקי רְׁ פִּ
ם ֲחֵברֹו is (ָאבֹות ו:ו עֺּל עִּ  sharing a friend’s burden, while another ,נֹוֵשא בְׁ
is ים ּדּוק ֲחֵברִּ קְׁ  exactness with friends. Both of these qualities require ,דִּ
the תֹוָרה student to be sensitive to the feelings of others, to seek to 
understand their feelings, even those that are not expressed. Such 
was the way of מֶֺּשה and such has been the way of Torah scholars 
throughout the generations. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יָבה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  ,ַזַצ״ל R' Yehudah Zev Segal ,ר
often  spent  the  summer  break  at  the  resort  city  of  Semmering, 
Austria. One summer, another Torah personality, R' Yitzchok Yaakov 
Weiss ַזַצ״ל, came to Semmering, accompanied by his son and 
daughter-in-law. R' Weiss had served as Manchester’s ין  ַאב ֵבית ּדִּ
before heading the rabbinical court of ם רּוָשַליִּ ית s’יְׁ  'he and R ;ֵעָדה ָחֵרדִּ
Segal enjoyed a close relationship. Yet R' Segal declined an invitation 
to join R' Weiss for a ַשָבת meal, explaining that this would cause R' 
Weiss’ daughter-in-law discomfort and would probably prompt her to 
eat alone at a different table. He could not allow this to happen. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Segal was once attending a ָרכֹות  meal when his host ֶשַבע בְׁ
received   a   phone   call   from   a   single   woman   who   had   been 
unsuccessful for many years in seeking her partner in marriage. The 
host asked if R' Segal would speak to the woman. He readily agreed, 
but asked to speak to her on an extension in another room out of 
concern that the woman’s pain might be aggravated by the sounds of 
ָחה מְׁ  .music and singing שִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchak Hutner ַזַצ״ל, late יָבה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  of Mesivta Rabbi ר
Chaim Berlin, developed a close relationship with scores of his 
ים ידִּ מִּ יָבה They would call to share good news with the .ַתלְׁ שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  and ,ר
he would rejoice like a father. 
 On one such occasion, a יד מִּ  called to report that his wife ַתלְׁ
had just given birth to a baby girl.  Uncharacteristically, R' Hutner 
responded, “Yes, call me back in fifteen minutes.” When the יד מִּ  ַתלְׁ
called back, R' Hutner said, “When you called, I had a visitor with me 
who is still childless after many years of marriage. Had I rejoiced over 
the birth of your child in his presence, it might have caused him pain 
over his own plight. Now, I am alone. ַמָזל טֹוב!” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ז׳
*Sunday, a day off from school, the classes from two of the local schools would 
regularly play together and compete in the neighborhood park. Eli had brought 
along his large new motorized model car. All the boys took turns playing with 
it. Eli did not want to share his car with Levi. Ari had made a negative comment 
about Eli, and Eli knew that Levi had heard it. Eli told Levi that he would let him 
use the car if he told him what Ari had said. 
Can Levi share information under any circumstances?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Levi cannot transgress the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות, even if he is being pressured or being 
singled out and feels ashamed. Although it may appear difficult at the moment, if Levi 
would realize the עֹוָלם ַהָבא that he will receive for every second he holds himself back, 
he would not feel bad at all. 

 ִדיֲעַבד ּגּום one can catch up on ,בְּ ֶאָחד ַתרְּ ָרא וְּ ַנִים ִמקְּ  until the end שְּ
of the day Tuesday;  others permit it until the completion of a full 
cycle of the תֹוָרה, i.e.  ַחת תֹוָרה ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת or) ִשמְּ ָרֵאל in שְּ   .(ֶאֶרץ ִישְּ

 One may begin to learn ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְּ ָרא וְּ ַנִים ִמקְּ  any time after שְּ
דֹוָלה ָחה ּגְּ  afternoon (which corresponds to ½ hour after ַשָבת on ִמנְּ
 .(ֲחצֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל would often shout something 
encouraging when he saw the boys playing ball. When 
they looked at him in surprise, wondering why the  רֺאׁש
יָבה ַא " :was cheering them on, he would explain ְיׁשִׁ
יט זַײן גַאנצֶע ֺכַח!  A person must — מֶענטׁש דַארף ַאלץ טָאן מִׁ
do everything he does with all of his strength!  ַאזֹוי דַארף
ין לֶעּבן!      "!This is the way it must be in life — זַײן אִׁ

Source: Rav Gifter (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear Talmid, 
 R'  Avrohom  Chaim 
Feuer ִליָט״א  related an שַׁ
interesting story at a ד  of his ֶהְספֵּ
father-in-law R' Mordechai 
Gifter ״ל צַׁ  .זַׁ
 As a boy after his  ר בַׁ
 young Mordechai Gifter ,ִמְצָוה
was   much   like   any   other 
teenager  growing  up  in  his 
generation, and like the typical 
teenagers in his time, he had a 
mirror in his room that he 
would look into regularly. 
 What was unique was 
the mirror itself. Pictures of 
 .surrounded this mirror ְגדֹוִלים
On top of the mirror was a sign 
that read, “WHY NOT YOU?”  
 Apparently, as a young 
man, R' Gifter would go over to 
this mirror and see the pictures 
of various ְגדֹוִלים. He would see 
the  image  of  himself  in  the 
mirror and read “WHY NOT 
YOU?”  
 The answer was that 
there was no reason why not … 
because in fact he became R' 
Gifter, the Telshe רֺאש ְיִשיָבה, a 

leader  of  Agudas  Yisroel,  a 
leader of Torah Umesorah and 
one of the most famous of the 

י  לְגדֹולֵּ ִיְשָראֵּ  in our generation. 
 One    of    the    key 
messages that we learn from 
this story is the importance of 
setting goals. R' Gifter had set 
himself a goal that he believed 
was   within   his   reach.   He 
focused on what was needed, 
and he worked very hard to get 
there. 
 Recently, I mentioned 
that R' Hutner ״ל צַׁ  wrote in a זַׁ
letter that ְגדֹוִלים were not born 
that way. They also had their 
fair share of up and downs. 
However, they all had one thing 
in common: They had a goal 
and worked hard to get there. 
 My ְלִמיד  you were ,תַׁ
created for greatness, for your 
 was taken from under the ְנָשָמה
ָכבֹוד א הַׁ  you should also be — ִכסֵּ
asking yourself, “WHY NOT 
ME?” 

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from a “Shmuz” by Rabbi Shafier ִליָט״א   שַׁ

1. How did ִיְתרֹו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from ַיֲעֹקב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’ַאְבָרָהם use that was from ֹמשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַָמִשיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well has risen toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that ִיְתרֹו ,ֹמש  ֹמש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה ָלָמה ֶזה ֲעַזְבֶתן) ַיֲעֹקב. 

2. A special ֲחמֹור, donkey. This donkey was saddled by ַאְבָרָהם for ֲעֵקיַדתִַיְצָחק, and 
it is the same donkey upon which ְֶַַׁךַַהָמִשיח ֶׁל ְזַכְרָי׳ַ) tells us ָפסּוק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט ָעִניְַוֹרֵכבַַעלֲַחמֹורַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה ַעל ַהֲחֹמר) …

1. How did ִיְתרֹו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from ַיֲעֹקב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’ַאְבָרָהם use that was from ֹמשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַָמִשיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well has risen toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that ִיְתרֹו ,ֹמש  ֹמש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה ָלָמה ֶזה ֲעַזְבֶתן) ַיֲעֹקב. 

2. A special ֲחמֹור, donkey. This donkey was saddled by ַאְבָרָהם for ֲעֵקיַדתִַיְצָחק, and 
it is the same donkey upon which ְֶַַׁךַַהָמִשיח ֶׁל ְזַכְרָי׳ַ) tells us ָפסּוק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט ָעִניְַוֹרֵכבַַעלֲַחמֹורַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה ַעל ַהֲחֹמר) …

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו

וּום ְרגּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

Halacha 
Corner

 Do you remember last year’s 
 contest that had the participation of ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם
over 300 boys from many States within the 
US, Canada and UK?  
 This week’s ה ׁשָּ רָּ  the — ְׁשמֹות is פָּ
first ה ׁשָּ רָּ  Have you ever heard of .ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם of פָּ
this term? This is an acrostic of the ִׁשּיֹות רָּ  of פָּ

מֹותש ְׁ או ְׁ , ֵארָּ אב ְׁ , חב ְׁ , לַׁ ׁשַׁ ְתרֹוי ְׁ , , and ְׁ ִטיםמ ְׁשפָּ . 
According to the ״ל ִריזַׁ ִׁשּיֹות these אַׁ רָּ  are פָּ
especially opportune for ה  and for ְתׁשּובָּ
strengthening our resolve to do ִמְצֹות. This 
auspicious time is mentioned in the  ְבֵאר ֵהיֵטב
ן ב׳  .או״ח תרפ״ה ִסימָּ
 Throughout the world, many places 
have dedicated these weeks for ִׁשיעּוִרים to 
strengthen ִמְצֹות in the home. Pirchei Agudas 
Yisroel Newsletter will be dedicating these six 
weeks to strengthening the ה ִים  of ִמְצוָּ ְׁשנַׁ
ְרּגּום ד תַׁ א ְוֶאחָּ  ’It is noteworthy that R .ִמְקרָּ
Moshe Feinstein ״ל צַׁ  of ִחּיּוב writes that the זַׁ
ְרּגּום ד תַׁ א ְוֶאחָּ ִים ִמְקרָּ  is equal in importance ְׁשנַׁ
to all ן נָּ בָּ  R’ Moshe notes that the .ִמְצֹות ְדרַׁ
need had never been as great as in his times 
– and surely this applies even more to our    
times –  to have a deeper understanding of 
ב ה ֶׁשִבְכתַׁ ה the written ,תֹורָּ  .תֹורָּ
 The   Pirchei   Agudas   Yisroel 
Newsletter ְרּגּום ד תַׁ א ְוֶאחָּ ִים ִמְקרָּ  program ְׁשנַׁ
has been designed as follows: 

Boys  from  1st  and  2nd  grade  should 
complete the ה ׁשָּ רָּ   .ֵׁשִני until פָּ

3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
7th and 8th grades should complete the 

entire ה ׁשָּ רָּ  .פָּ
 If you are interested in joining this 
special ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם program this year and will 
ה review the weekly אי״ה ׁשָּ רָּ  according to פָּ
your grade level, please send a fax every 
week signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – 
include your grade, name, school, city & 
state,  and  your  contact  number  and  fax 
number. Your name will be entered into a 
raffle to win a beautiful set of  אֹות ְּגדֹולֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִׁשים  .חּומָּ
 We  would  also  like  to  receive 
feedback   from   elementary   schools   or 
individuals that are interested in promoting 
this extra-curricular activity in order to train 
ה ר ִמְצוָּ ה boys to be fluent in this special בַׁ  .ִמְצוָּ
Please  feel  free  to  fax  any  comments  or 
suggestions to 718 506 9633. 

3nd Annual Pirchei 
Contest שובבים



SensitivitiesLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י  ֺּאֶמר בִּ מֹות ד:יג(.… ַוי ָלח )שְׁ שְׁ ַיד תִּ ַלח ָנא בְׁ שְׁ  
 He [מֶֺּשה] replied: “Please … send through whomever You 
will send!” 
 “Through whomever you will send” — Through the one 
whom You are accustomed to send as your messenger [to the Jewish 
people]; that is, ֲהרֺּןַא ״י)   .(ַרשִּ
 In הקב״ה’s first revelation to מֶֺּשה, He told מֶֺּשה to return to 
Egypt  to  become  the  leader  of  the  Jewish  people  and  begin  the 
process that would lead to redemption. For seven days, מֶֺּשה 
contended that he was unworthy, and concluded by asking that his 
older brother, ַאֲהרֺּן, be granted this calling instead. 
 The ָרש דְׁ י קע״ב) מִּ עֹונִּ מְׁ קּוט שִּ  was מֶֺּשה explains that (ַילְׁ
concerned lest ַאֲהרֺּן feel hurt upon seeing that his younger brother 
was returning to replace him as the prophet and leader of the nation. 
ָרֵאל had served ַאֲהרֺּן שְׁ ַלל יִּ  was away מֶֺּשה faithfully all the years that כְׁ
in ָין דְׁ  will see [ַאֲהרֺּן] that, to the contrary, “He מֶֺּשה assured הקב״ה .מִּ
you and he will rejoice in his heart” (מֹות ד׳:י״ד  .(שְׁ
 That מֶֺּשה did have such concerns at such a time is 
remarkable. As R' Chaim Shmulevitz יחֹות מּוָסר) ַזַצ״ל  מֶֺּשה ,notes (שִּ
was being asked to lead his nation to redemption after it had suffered 
for so long in bondage. Did the feelings of one individual really matter 
at such a time? מֶֺּשה felt that it did, and, explained R' Chaim, הקב״ה 
would have approved of his concerns had they been valid. It is only 
because הקב״ה knew that ן  would feel genuine joy in his heart ַאֲהרֺּ
that He reprimanded מֶֺּשה. 
 One of the 48 ways through which Torah is acquired ( ֵקי רְׁ פִּ
ם ֲחֵברֹו is (ָאבֹות ו:ו עֺּל עִּ  sharing a friend’s burden, while another ,נֹוֵשא בְׁ
is ים ּדּוק ֲחֵברִּ קְׁ  exactness with friends. Both of these qualities require ,דִּ
the תֹוָרה student to be sensitive to the feelings of others, to seek to 
understand their feelings, even those that are not expressed. Such 
was the way of מֶֺּשה and such has been the way of Torah scholars 
throughout the generations. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יָבה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  ,ַזַצ״ל R' Yehudah Zev Segal ,ר
often  spent  the  summer  break  at  the  resort  city  of  Semmering, 
Austria. One summer, another Torah personality, R' Yitzchok Yaakov 
Weiss ַזַצ״ל, came to Semmering, accompanied by his son and 
daughter-in-law. R' Weiss had served as Manchester’s ין  ַאב ֵבית ּדִּ
before heading the rabbinical court of ם רּוָשַליִּ ית s’יְׁ  'he and R ;ֵעָדה ָחֵרדִּ
Segal enjoyed a close relationship. Yet R' Segal declined an invitation 
to join R' Weiss for a ַשָבת meal, explaining that this would cause R' 
Weiss’ daughter-in-law discomfort and would probably prompt her to 
eat alone at a different table. He could not allow this to happen. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Segal was once attending a ָרכֹות  meal when his host ֶשַבע בְׁ
received   a   phone   call   from   a   single   woman   who   had   been 
unsuccessful for many years in seeking her partner in marriage. The 
host asked if R' Segal would speak to the woman. He readily agreed, 
but asked to speak to her on an extension in another room out of 
concern that the woman’s pain might be aggravated by the sounds of 
ָחה מְׁ  .music and singing שִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchak Hutner ַזַצ״ל, late יָבה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  of Mesivta Rabbi ר
Chaim Berlin, developed a close relationship with scores of his 
ים ידִּ מִּ יָבה They would call to share good news with the .ַתלְׁ שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  and ,ר
he would rejoice like a father. 
 On one such occasion, a יד מִּ  called to report that his wife ַתלְׁ
had just given birth to a baby girl.  Uncharacteristically, R' Hutner 
responded, “Yes, call me back in fifteen minutes.” When the יד מִּ  ַתלְׁ
called back, R' Hutner said, “When you called, I had a visitor with me 
who is still childless after many years of marriage. Had I rejoiced over 
the birth of your child in his presence, it might have caused him pain 
over his own plight. Now, I am alone. ַמָזל טֹוב!” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ז׳
*Sunday, a day off from school, the classes from two of the local schools would 
regularly play together and compete in the neighborhood park. Eli had brought 
along his large new motorized model car. All the boys took turns playing with 
it. Eli did not want to share his car with Levi. Ari had made a negative comment 
about Eli, and Eli knew that Levi had heard it. Eli told Levi that he would let him 
use the car if he told him what Ari had said. 
Can Levi share information under any circumstances?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Levi cannot transgress the ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות, even if he is being pressured or being 
singled out and feels ashamed. Although it may appear difficult at the moment, if Levi 
would realize the עֹוָלם ַהָבא that he will receive for every second he holds himself back, 
he would not feel bad at all. 

 ִדיֲעַבד ּגּום one can catch up on ,בְּ ֶאָחד ַתרְּ ָרא וְּ ַנִים ִמקְּ  until the end שְּ
of the day Tuesday;  others permit it until the completion of a full 
cycle of the תֹוָרה, i.e.  ַחת תֹוָרה ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת or) ִשמְּ ָרֵאל in שְּ   .(ֶאֶרץ ִישְּ

 One may begin to learn ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְּ ָרא וְּ ַנִים ִמקְּ  any time after שְּ
דֹוָלה ָחה ּגְּ  afternoon (which corresponds to ½ hour after ַשָבת on ִמנְּ
 .(ֲחצֹות

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל would often shout something 
encouraging when he saw the boys playing ball. When 
they looked at him in surprise, wondering why the  רֺאׁש
יָבה ַא " :was cheering them on, he would explain ְיׁשִׁ
יט זַײן גַאנצֶע ֺכַח!  A person must — מֶענטׁש דַארף ַאלץ טָאן מִׁ
do everything he does with all of his strength!  ַאזֹוי דַארף
ין לֶעּבן!      "!This is the way it must be in life — זַײן אִׁ

Source: Rav Gifter (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear Talmid, 
 R'  Avrohom  Chaim 
Feuer ִליָט״א  related an שַׁ
interesting story at a ד  of his ֶהְספֵּ
father-in-law R' Mordechai 
Gifter ״ל צַׁ  .זַׁ
 As a boy after his  ר בַׁ
 young Mordechai Gifter ,ִמְצָוה
was   much   like   any   other 
teenager  growing  up  in  his 
generation, and like the typical 
teenagers in his time, he had a 
mirror in his room that he 
would look into regularly. 
 What was unique was 
the mirror itself. Pictures of 
 .surrounded this mirror ְגדֹוִלים
On top of the mirror was a sign 
that read, “WHY NOT YOU?”  
 Apparently, as a young 
man, R' Gifter would go over to 
this mirror and see the pictures 
of various ְגדֹוִלים. He would see 
the  image  of  himself  in  the 
mirror and read “WHY NOT 
YOU?”  
 The answer was that 
there was no reason why not … 
because in fact he became R' 
Gifter, the Telshe רֺאש ְיִשיָבה, a 

leader  of  Agudas  Yisroel,  a 
leader of Torah Umesorah and 
one of the most famous of the 

י  לְגדֹולֵּ ִיְשָראֵּ  in our generation. 
 One    of    the    key 
messages that we learn from 
this story is the importance of 
setting goals. R' Gifter had set 
himself a goal that he believed 
was   within   his   reach.   He 
focused on what was needed, 
and he worked very hard to get 
there. 
 Recently, I mentioned 
that R' Hutner ״ל צַׁ  wrote in a זַׁ
letter that ְגדֹוִלים were not born 
that way. They also had their 
fair share of up and downs. 
However, they all had one thing 
in common: They had a goal 
and worked hard to get there. 
 My ְלִמיד  you were ,תַׁ
created for greatness, for your 
 was taken from under the ְנָשָמה
ָכבֹוד א הַׁ  you should also be — ִכסֵּ
asking yourself, “WHY NOT 
ME?” 

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from a “Shmuz” by Rabbi Shafier ִליָט״א   שַׁ

1. How did ִיְתרֹו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from ַיֲעֹקב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’ַאְבָרָהם use that was from ֹמשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַָמִשיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well has risen toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that ִיְתרֹו ,ֹמש  ֹמש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה ָלָמה ֶזה ֲעַזְבֶתן) ַיֲעֹקב. 

2. A special ֲחמֹור, donkey. This donkey was saddled by ַאְבָרָהם for ֲעֵקיַדתִַיְצָחק, and 
it is the same donkey upon which ְֶַַׁךַַהָמִשיח ֶׁל ְזַכְרָי׳ַ) tells us ָפסּוק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט ָעִניְַוֹרֵכבַַעלֲַחמֹורַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה ַעל ַהֲחֹמר) …
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Yisroel was nervous...After the Rosh Yeshiva R’ Reuven Grozovsky 
suffered a stroke, a schedule was made for 
bochurim to assist him with his daily needs. 

One day it was the turn of the young R’ 
Yisroel Belsky. It was his first time; he never 

had spoken to the Rosh Yeshiva before.

Oy, vey! If 
only I could just 
disappear now…

Ah! a bracha oif 
deiner kop! I can just 
imagine how you must 

feel now...

Modeh ani 
l’fanecha, Melech 

chai v’kayam! …

כ“ב אדר  1958 - 1886  5718 - 5647

 .(Yurkansky) רחל לאה and ר׳ שמשון was born in Minsk, Belarus, to זצ”ל Grozovsky ר׳ רפאל ראובן
He studied in ישיבה כנסת ישראל (Slabodka) under ר׳ משה מרדכי Epstein and ר׳ נתן צבי Finkel 
s daughter. He then moved to Kamenitz with’ר׳ ברוך בער ,חיה שרה מרים In 1919 he married .זצ”ל
 During .פטירה upon his ראש ישיבה and taking over as ,תלמיד מבהק becoming his ,ר׳ ברוך בער
WWII, he escaped to the USA, and joined ר׳ אהרן Kotler and ר׳ אברהם Kalmanowitz זצ”ל 
in leading the ועד הצלה. He worked behind the scenes of Agudath Israel of America. He 
headed ישיבה תורה ודעת at the request of R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz זצ”ל. He was a
 ספרים both in middos and Torah. His גאון He was renowned as a .בית מדרש עליון in מגיד שעור

include (על התורה) מאמרי רבי ראובן ,(ש”ס) חידושי רבי ראובן and שיחות רבי ראובן.

Yisroel, I’m telling 
you... the Rosh Yeshiva 

never spoke while he was 
wearing tefillin.

Oh, no! I missed! 
His hand moved 

so suddenly... I see 
the Rosh Yeshiva is 

straining...

Oy! let 
me try to make 
it easier for 

him...

The anxious Yisroel tried a second time... The third time it was fine. He then continued helping 
the Rosh Yeshiva with his morning routine.

When Yisroel retold the story to his friends 
in the Bais Midrash they couldn’t believe it.

When the next bochur came to take 
over he was amazed at the sight.

It soon became evident that R’ Reuven 
had made an exception in order to put 
the mind of this new bachur at ease.

...l’shabeid 
bazeh taavas 

machshevos libeinu 
l’avodaso...

Yisroel, your 
parents should be proud 

of you... you were so gentle! I 
thank you for your assistance. 

May you one day be a gadol 
b’Yisroel and share your 
kindness with all of Klal 

Yisroel!

Amein.

I’ve never 
seen the 

Rosh Yeshiva 
speak when 

wearing 
tefillin!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

)ְשמֹות ב:ח(… ...ַהֵאֵלְך ְוָקָראִתי ָלְך ִאָשה ֵמיֶנֶקת ִמן ָהִעְבִריֺּת          
 “…  Shall  I  go  and  summon  for  you  a  wet  nurse  from  
the Hebrew women…?” 
 the reason why ,(סֹוָטה יב.) ְגָמָרא explains, based on the ַרִש״י 
the small baby who eventually became מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו refused to be nursed 
from an Egyptian woman. The ְגָמָרא asks, “How could the mouth that 
would talk directly to 'ד nurse from anything impure?” מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו would 
be talking to 'ד in the most direct manner, more than another other 
prophet. He would also be the messenger between 'ד and ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל 
on any question on the ּתֹוָרה for 40 years in the wilderness. מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו 
was a special case and his mouth needed to be totally pure.  
 R' Eliyohu Boruch Finkel ַזַצ״ל discusses the source for a 
ruling of the (יו״ד ס' פ״א:ז) ַרָמ״א and asks a thought-provoking 
question: The ַרָמ״א rules that every Jewish child should be fed from a 
Jewish wet nurse, since a non-Jewish wet nurse’s milk causes  ִטְמטּום
 explains that ְגָר״א a negative effect on a person’s spirituality. The ,ַהֵלב
the source of this ֲהָלָכה is based on this episode with מֶֺּשה. R' Eliyohu 
Boruch finds the reason of the ְגָר״א difficult to understand. The entire 
reasoning for מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו’s not using a non-Jewish wet nurse was 
because he spoke directly to 'ד and his mouth had to be totally pure. 
Why is this reason applicable to every Jewish child?  
 When he posed this question to R' Shach ַזַצ״ל, he answered 
that every Jewish child [as well as adult] is constantly talking directly to 
 that starts with ְבָרָכה many times a day. Every time a child makes a ד'
 the child should realize that he is ,…ד' ,Blessed are You ,ָברּוְך ַאָּתה ד'

talking directly to 'ד.  
  R' Eliyohu Boruch told R' Shach a beautiful answer from his 
six-year-old son, ָנָתן ְצִבי, which R' Shach enjoyed: The young ָנָתן ְצִבי 
explained that [the (ֶפֶרק ה:ב) ַרְמַב״ם says that] every Jewish child has 
the potential to be a מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו. Every Jewish child must be raised with 
this thought in mind — he has the opportunity to be like מֶֺּשה ַרֵבינּו; 
therefore, the child should be nursed by a Jewish woman.  
 The ַרָמ״א adds that there is an additional problem if a Jewish 
mother eats non-kosher food and then nurses the child. Non-kosher 
food is harmful to the soul of a Jew and will physically affect the body 
in later years. This is based on the (ִמְצָוה עג) ִחּנּוְך, who discusses at 
length some of the reasons behind the ִאּסּור of eating a ְטֵרָפה, animal 
that was killed or died because of a fatal defect or injury.  

ֱאכֺּל ְטֵרָפה( ֺּא לֶׁ ל  ִמִדיֵני ַהִמְצָוה )עג: שֶׁ
 The ִחּנּוְך elaborates on the importance of eating only kosher 
food. Non-kosher food is damaging to the soul and will interfere with 
its working properly with the body. Even though the harmful effects 
may not  be  readily  apparent  to  today’s  medical  doctors,  it  is  the 
Trustworthy Doctor ('ד) Who truly understands the benefit or harm of 
foods. It is to our benefit that the harmful effects are not explained; 
‘intelligent people’ might use the knowledge to try to tempt people to 
eat non-kosher foods by reasoning that the harmful effects are only in 
certain climates or for people with certain deficiencies. 'ד did not teach 
us the harm caused so as to reduce our temptation.    

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

 ִיְשָרֵאל was born in Portsmouth, VA, to ַזַצ״ל Gifter ר' ָמְרְדַכי
and ַמְטָלא. His parents moved to Baltimore to provide their 
children with a better ּתֹוָרה education. At ַבר ִמְצָוה age, he 

went to ְיִשיַבת ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן in NY. He went to Telz ְיִשיָבה in Lithuania in 1932. 
In 1940, he married 'ר׳ ַזְלַמן ,שֹוַשָנה ֶשִּתְחֶי Bloch's daughter. He served as ָרב 
in Waterbury, CT, in 1943. A year later, he joined Telz ְיִשיָבה in Cleveland as 
 near ְיִשיָבה in 1977 to found Telz-Stone ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָרֵאל He immigrated to .ַמְשִגיחַ 
 in 1979, he returned to ְפִטיָרה s'ַזַצ״ל Sorotzkin ר׳ ָברּוְך After .ְירּוָשַלִים
Cleveland. He served ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל with every essence of his ָחְכָמה and warm 
personality, as a ֶרִבי and leader of the מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה of Agudath Israel 
of America. 

 כ״ג טבת
5676 — 5761 
1916 — 2001 

A ְלִמיד  had decided that ְיִשיָבה in the Telz תַּ
the time had come for him to leave 
 to go to college. He passed by a ְיִשיָבה
room where R' Mordechai Gifter ״ל צַּ  זַּ
had just finished learning, and saw 
how the רֺאש ְיִשיָבה kissed his ְגָמָרא 
with tremendous love and גֶעשמַאק. 
The ָבחּור later related that after 
witnessing this beautiful display of  ת ַאֲהבַּ
תֹוָרה  he thought, “If someone could love ,הַּ
  ”?ְיִשיָבה so much, how could I leave תֹוָרה
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