
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)כו:א( ואת המשכן תעשה עשר יריעת שש משזר  
You shall make the Mishkan-spread of ten panels – twisted linen (26:1) 

Much gold was used in the Mishkan – the Aron was coated with pure gold inside 
and out, the cover and the Cherubim were made of gold, the Shulchan (table) was 
covered in gold, its dishes, spoons, tubes, and supports were all made of pure gold. Even 
the Menorah and its decorative knobs and flowers were made of pure gold. However, 
there were spreads on top of the gold, coverings of linen and hides. This was done so 
that one standing outside the Mishkan would not see the gold, the luxury would not be 
seen at all. This teaches us a great fundamental lesson – that even if you have a lot of 
gold and much wealth, do not put it on public display. Enjoy it, appreciate it, but quietly. 
Definitely, do not show it to the world. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
In this week’s Parshah we learn about the Aron HaKodesh in the Mishkan, and the Gemara 

teaches us that the Aron did not take up any space in the Kodesh HaKadashim. The Siach 

Sarfei Kodesh explains that we can learn a lesson from this, that the Torah does not dwell 

within a person that is haughty. It is only when a person “doesn’t take up space” that he can 

be considered fitting for the Torah to enter him! Many people would come visit the Imrei 

Menachem of Alexander, zt”l, seeking his guidance on how to achieve humility. He would 

say, “In Chovos HaLevavos, written by Rabbeinu Bachya, we find a very deep story which I 

believe is the key to attaining humility. A righteous man once met a group of warriors on 

their way home from battle. They had just won a war, and were carrying loads of riches and 

spoils from the war. He said to them, ‘You have returned from a small war, but now you will 

have to fight the real battle— the struggle against your Yetzer Hara!’” The Imrei Menachem 

would then explain, “The Chovos HaLevavos is not referring to a righteous man meeting 

actual soldiers returning from a physical war. Such people are not typically those who care 

much about beating their Yetzer Hara, the inner battle to become better people. Rather, the 

righteous man had met with soldiers who are servants of Hashem who had already defeated 

the Yetzer Hara, and have reached new levels of Torah and Avodah, and this is represented 

by the treasures they were carrying. However, the righteous man explained to them that they 

had really only just begun. True, they had succeeded in their latest battle, and they had even 

‘taken spoils’, but the real fight to battle their haughtiness from their accomplishments still 

had to be fought. The most important battle is against pride, since only a haughty person will 

feel secure in what he has accomplished. However, such a person will no longer be growing. 

The more content he feels about his achievements, the less he feels that he still has what to 

accomplish!” The Aron did not take up any space, and it teaches us that as soon as we are 

‘filled with ourselves’, there is no longer any room for us to grow! 

 
אלטר מרדכי מנחם בן אסתר פריידא אלעזר בן שרה,לרפואה שלימה:   

 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה, יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל

בתוך שאר חולי ישראלאהרן בן שרה רבקה, ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא   

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 33:1) relates a parable where a king asks his son-in-law to 

make sure that there is always a room for him to stay in when he visits his daughter and son-

in-law. Hashem asked us to build a Mishkan for Him to “dwell” amongst us. Rav Meilich 

Biderman explains based on the Alshich, that we should ensure that Hashem has a presence in 

our lives, no matter where we are! 

 
 Middos       

Rav Elimelech Biderman relates that once, someone 

who was suffering great hardships complained to his 

Rebbe that he could not endure the tests from Hashem any 

longer. The Rebbe told him, “Take three pots, and fill 

them with water. In one pot put a raw potato, in the second 

pot put a raw egg, and in the third pot add some coffee, 

sugar and milk. Place them all on the stove to cook for an 

hour and then come back to me and show me the results.” 

An hour later the man returned to his Rebbe and showed 

him that the raw egg became hard, the hard potato got soft, 

and the boiling water turned into a sweet cup of coffee. 

The Rebbe explained the message he was trying to 

convey. “The boiling water represents life’s tests. Tests 

change people. It toughens the soft people, softens the 

tough individuals, and it can make someone become 

sweet, like a cup of coffee. It all depends on the type of 

person we are. All of our challenges can change us. They 

are opportunities for us to grow and to become a better 

person. The test will end when the cooking is done, and 

we have made the necessary changes in ourselves that 

have brought about the challenges in the first place!”  
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 L’Maaseh      
Rav Paysach Krohn writes about R’ Leibish 

Pincus of Brooklyn, who was a kind and quiet man 

who had survived the Holocaust, and had come to 

America when he was young. When he was older,    

R’ Leibish always carried a roll of quarters in his 

pocket. The reason for this was only revealed by a 

close friend, after R’ Leibish had passed away. Every 

morning in Shul, R’ Leibish would be approached by 

poor people asking for money. R’ Leibish felt that if 

he were to take out a dollar bill and ask for change, 

for a short, fleeting moment, the poor person might 

feel a surge of joy at the thought of getting an entire 

dollar, but it would then turn to disappointment when 

R’ Leibish would ask for change. In order to avoid 

this, he would always carry a roll of quarters and have 

change available every day for anyone who would ask 

him for Tzedakah. His sensitivity to the feelings of 

others was so great that he didn’t want to cause pain 

to another, even for a second, and even as he was in 

the process of helping them! 
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 בס"ד
 The Siddur Speaks 

A man once came to Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, and 

asked for the Gadol’s advice. He said that he was suffering 

from a health issue and his doctors did not give him hope 

that he had much time left. He told Rav Moshe that he was 

given the option to have a complex surgery, and if it was 

successful, he may be able to live another six months, but 

he would be in considerable pain. He asked Rav Moshe if 

he should go through with the procedure or not. When     

Rav Moshe heard this, he started to cry, as he was acutely 

aware and sensitive to feeling another person’s pain.      

Rav Moshe told him that he had to think about it before he 

gave his answer, and he asked the man to return to him the 

next day. When the man returned the day after, Rav Moshe 

told him to go ahead with the procedure, and with 

Hashem’s help everything will work out. He explained his 

reason to the man. Rav Moshe said, “If you have the 

surgery, you will be given more time and more 

opportunities to answer Amein, and in the Zechus of 

answering Amein, you will be able to merit to live much 

longer. Every time you answer Amein you create a Malach 

for yourself, because the Gematria (numerical value) of the 

word Malach is 91, which is the same Gematria as the 

word Amein. This Malach will protect you from danger and 

allow you to live longer.” Rav Moshe gave the man his 

Brachah, and the man had a successful surgery, and Baruch 

Hashem was granted life well beyond the six months the 

doctors predicted for him! 

 

  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
9. Do not call your friend by a nickname, nor by the nickname given to him by 

others, unless he is known and honored by that name. 
Rabbi Eli Mansour writes that in numerous works of Halachah and Mussar, 

there is great emphasis on the gravity of the Aveirah of calling a person by a 

derogatory nickname. The Rambam (Hilchos Teshuvah 3:12), lists this Aveirah 

among those that if done habitually, the violators will lose their share in Olam Haba. 

The Rambam adds, however, that one who does Teshuvah can regain his share in the 

next world, for “there is nothing that stands in the way of Teshuvah.” It should be 

noted, comments Rabbi Mansour, that Teshuvah for Aveiros committed against 

another person includes asking that person for forgiveness. The Sefer Menoras 

HaMa’or by Rav Yitzchak Abuhav (Hilchos Teshuvah 3), writes that one who calls 

his fellow by an embarrassing name must ask that person for forgiveness and subject 

himself to harsh measures of atonement, including lashes and observing forty fast 

days. Such is the severity with which the Rabbanim viewed this Aveirah. The 

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 228:5) codifies this Aveirah, adding that even if 

the person has grown accustomed to being called that particular nickname, one may 

not call him by that name if the intention is to insult him. The Rosh, in his 

commentary to Bava Metzia (4:22), lists this Aveirah together with adultery and 

publicly humiliating someone, as Aveiros for which one is denied the possibility of 

rising from Gehinom. The Kolbo (118) states that a person who calls his fellow by a 

derogatory nickname loses his share in the next world, even if he does Teshuvah. 

Although we may rely on the view of the Rambam, that a violator of this Aveirah 

may regain his reward in Olam Haba through Teshuvah, the opinion of the Kolbo 

underscores the severity of this Aveirah. Rabbi Mansour advises that one must 

therefore exercise extreme care when speaking to others, and avoid calling them 

anything that might cause them shame or embarrassment. Instead, we must be 

careful to show honor to others by addressing them and speaking to them 

respectfully, and to avoid using any references that may sound insulting or offensive. 

Many people have a Minhag to say Pesukim from Tanach that have special 

meaning to their names at the end of Shemoneh Esrei, just before taking three steps 

back. Generally, a Pasuk which starts and ends with the same letters as his own 

name is used. This Minhag is referred to by the Chofetz Chaim (Sefer Shemiras 

HaLashon II Ch. 8), the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (18:15), and the Eliyahu Rabbah 

(Orach Chaim 124:3). The Maharsham comments that if one recites the Pasuk for 

their name, the Torah itself will save him from Gehinom! It was noted in a Hakhel 

bulletin, “What’s in a name? Plenty! Perhaps it is for this reason that calling 

someone by a nickname— even if it is not derogatory, must be carefully considered, 

and consulting with a Rav in any case of a doubt. Making a ‘nick’ in a name is not a 

Torah standard!”  

Sefer Imrei D’vash writes that people often have a strange notion that if they do 

something as a joke, it is for some reason not an Aveirah, since they ‘didn’t mean 

anything by it’, or they were ‘just having a little fun’ at their friend’s expense. Such 

people may be very careful with the details of other Torah laws, but sadly use lame 

excuses like these to insult others in public, even though the violation is compared to 

killing the victim! Once Rav Chunah Halberstam, zt”l, the Av Beis Din of Kalshitz 

visited a certain city whose leader was known for his biting remarks to others in the 

name of ‘humor’, and embarrass them with insulting names and comments. 

Although people had tried to explain the seriousness of this Aveirah to him, he 

would brush the rebuke aside, and continue to publicly shame others. Rav Chunah, 

on his visit, saw this behavior, and said to him, “You should know that one is 

literally obligated to give up his life before embarrassing a fellow Jew. Everyone 

knows that we must give up our lives for the three cardinal Aveiros of murder, 

idolatry, and Giluy Arayos. However, it is not only for these Aveiros themselves, but 

also for their sub-categories that demand such a response! The Gemara in Bava 

Metzia (58b) says that anyone who embarrasses another is compared to having killed 

him. Clearly, one must give up his own life before doing such a thing, since this is 

just like murder!” The fiery words of Mussar which were spoken with pain made a 

great impression on this person, and from then on people noticed a marked 

improvement in his behavior and how he dealt with others! 

 B’Kitzur 
A person should strive to say the Kedushah of Uva 

L’Tzion together with the congregation. This Kedushah 

may be said even before the two Pesukim of Uva L’Tzion 

and Va’Ani Zos B’risi, and also before Ashrei and 

Lamenatzei'ach, just in order that he say it together with 

the rest of the Shul. Afterwards, he should say the parts that 

were skipped. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:5) 

 


