
from good intentions at all; it was nothing more than his 
yetzer hara! (Perhaps the Torah writes that he was 
“ ” because that was what he and his family were 
professing it to be; but there could be nothing further 
from the truth.) The Torah itself then explicitly says, 
“   ” revealing to us that his intentions 
were not pure at all. 

 Rav Levinstein expounds further: On Friday night in 
the Shabbos zemiros we sing: “ ”- your 
desires are prohibited (on Shabbos) - this refers to the 
physical things that a person does for himself that are 
forbidden to do on Shabbos (because of the pasuk 
“ ”) but things that are coming from true 
cheishek and spiritual goals, are allowed! 

 The Torah states About Noach: “  ”. If 
we look closely, what do the three final letters of these 
words spell? . Why did Noach find such favor in the 
eyes of Hashem Yisborach? Because he had a life filled 
with  - to come close to Hashem and to do His will - 
and that is what he did. On this the pasuk says: 
“   ”- for in me he desired (a spiritual 
yearning) and thus I saved him! 

 What do Chazal tell us about the holy Ben Azai? 
“  ”- his soul greatly desired the Torah, 
and that is why he was never able to marry. He had such 
cheishek and true desire for Torah that that was his entire 
life. 

 About the vessels that were brought to the Mishkan, 
it is brought down that they were called “ ” - 
desires of silver. These vessels were made up of the most 
earnest and sincere desires of Kal Yisrael to build an 
edifice for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

 May it be Hashem’s will that our life be filled with 
true cheishek, and may we be able to utilize the  
within us exclusively in the way that Hashem, our Father 
in Heaven, wants us to.  

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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In life we desire many things. We desire pleasure; 
we desire to be good; we desire honor; we desire to find 
favor. But we must know and appreciate that of all these 
desires are coming from different sources within us. 
Some are from our yetzer tov and some are from our 
yetzer hara. And even though the yetzer hara can surely 
be channeled for good, it is important to know our 
motivation when we can. 

 Yedid nafshi, Rav Yaron Halbertal, shared with me 
an incredible insight on this subject in the name of Rav 
Shlomo Levinstein, shlita: The Malbim explains that the 
two words, “” and “”, although both mean 
desire, have completely different meanings.  means 
a desire for ruchniyus and spirituality, and  means a 
worldly desire.  

The first example he gives is from Parashas Ki 
Seitzei, where the Torah speaks about the Yifas Toar and 
how a soldier at war was allowed to marry a gentile 
woman. The Torah says “ ” -- the reason you 
want to marry her is because you believe in your heart 
that your motivation is from a spiritual quest to build a 
home in Klal Yisrael with her. The Torah then says what 
will happen from such a marriage soon after: 
“    ”- you will find out soon enough 
that in reality you do not have any desire at all to be 
married to this woman and you will come to divorce her 
– for it will be clear that the motivation to marry her was 
not based in good intentions at all.  

In our Parasha we find the tragic incident of Di-
nah, how she was taken by Shechem. In describing this 
story the Torah tells us: “”, he had a cheishek to 
marry a daughter of Yaakov. The language of cheishek 
sounds like it was really coming from a spiritual yearn-
ing. Rashi, however, adds two words that really need 
explanation, but with the above principle it can be 
understood beautifully: “ ”. Rashi is revealing to 
us that the desire of Shechem to marry Dinah was not 
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