
 

 

 Definitely Kosher 

Before a person buys a pack of candy he checks who gives 

hashgacha on it. If the hashgacha is one he has investigated and 

found to be of high standard, he will buy it and eat it. If 

someone would ask him, “Do you know what any of the 

ingredients are? How could it be kosher it was made in 

Thailand?” The person will simple say “I don’t know the answer 

to your questions but it has a good hashgacha and that is good 

enough for me.” Similarly, when things in our lives seem 

difficult, we should not begin to ask questions. Remember that 

all of the events in our lives have a very good and reliable 

hashgacha. The Hashgacha reads “under the supervision of the 

Creator of the World, Who is, was, and always will be.”                            

Not Your Ordinary Cup of Joe 

Many people start their day with a nice, hot cup of coffee. The 

Gerrer Rebbe once observed someone making a cup of coffee 

and said, “It is not a coincidence that people drink coffee first 

thing in the morning.” First you take the grinds which are bitter 

in taste, then you add some sugar which is sweet. The hot water 

is then added followed by some cold milk. There are so many 

contrasting items going into the glass: bitter and sweet, hot and 

cold, black and white. Then, when it’s complete, you top it off 

with a “Shehakol Neheyeh B’dvaro-“ that everything happens by 

the word of Hashem. We are starting our day by recognizing 

that everything that happens today: the bitter, the sweet, the 

hot, the cold, the black, and the white are all coming from 

Hashem. 

Emunah Thoughts 

 Rashi explains the connection between the 
story of the Daughters of Tzlafchad and 
Hashem telling Moshe to ascend the 
mountain to see Eretz Yisroel. Moshe 
thought, ‘why would Hashem command me 
to get involved in the division of the land if I 
am not going into it. Perhaps Hashem has 
annulled his decree’. Therefore, in the very 
next pasuk, Hashem tells Moshe “Ascend the 
mountain and see the land, because you will 
not be entering.” After this painful truth is 
realized by Moshe, he immediately requests 
from Hashem to appoint a successor as the 
leader of the Jews. These three occurrences 
being mentioned in succession, The 
partitioning of Eretz Yisrael, the command to 
ascend the mountain and Moshe’s request 
for new leadership, are a testament to the 
greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu. First, he gets 
filled with hope and excitement that he will 
be able to enter the land with his people. 
Then, he is hit with the harsh reality that this 
will not happen. At this point, one could 
think that Moshe has every right to be upset 
at the people who caused this to happen. 
And he would say “forget them”. However, 
that is not how a true leader acts, at least 
one who is completely and totally concerned 
with his flock. Moshe says, ‘fine I accept the 
decree of Hashem’ “but who will lead 
them?” These psukim are a key reason why 
Hashem saw it fitting to define Moshe with 
one of the greatest of praises and label him 
“A faithful servant.”  
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A True Leader 

Rashi explains the connection between the story of the Daughters of 
Tzlafchad and Hashem telling Moshe to ascend the mountain to see Eretz 
Yisroel. Moshe thought, ‘why would Hashem command me to get involved 
in the division of the land if I am not going into it. Perhaps Hashem has 
annulled his decree’. Therefore, in the very next pasuk, Hashem tells Moshe 
“Ascend the mountain and see the land, because you will not be entering.” 
After this painful truth is realized by Moshe, he immediately requests from 
Hashem to appoint a successor as the leader of the Jews. These three 
occurrences being mentioned in succession, The partitioning of Eretz 
Yisrael, the command to ascend the mountain and Moshe’s request for new 
leadership, are a testament to the greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu. First, he 
gets filled with hope and excitement that he will be able to enter the land 
with his people. Then, he is hit with the harsh reality that this will not 
happen. At this point, one could think that Moshe has every right to be 
upset at the people who caused this to happen. And he would say “forget 
them”. However, that is not how a true leader acts, at least one who is 
completely and totally concerned with his flock. Moshe says, ‘fine I accept 
the decree of Hashem’ “but who will lead them?” These psukim are a key 
reason why Hashem saw it fitting to define Moshe with one of the greatest 
of praises and label him “A faithful servant.”  



 As we enter into the Three weeks, it is important to look into the words of the Tochacha which tell us why we are still in 
Galus. In these words of rebuke, we don’t find one mention of a specific sin. We only find one complaint and that is “that 
we are not serving Hashem with joy and simcha”. This is a main reason why we suffer in Galus. Parshas Pinchus is always 
read around the time we start the three weeks. It seems odd that at this serious and somber time we read the parsha that 
mentions all the Yomim Tovim, which are full of simcha and happiness. There is another connection to Pinchus and the 
Three weeks. The Oheiv Yisroel notes that the 21 days that make up the Three weeks are the same number of days of the 
Yomim Tovim 

 ( Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh, 2 days Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, 7 days of Pesach, 8 Days of Succos, 1 day of Shavous). These 
two ideas show us that, in truth, these weeks are equal to the all of the Yomim Tovim and our joy during this time should 
be just as great. However, due to our lack of excitement in Avodas Hashem we have to suffer through this long and bitter 
Galus.  

He made up his mind that during his visit he would find out what the secret to his friend’s greatness is. 

During the visit, the wine seller spent most of his time investigating and spying on his friend. He couldn’t find anything that would have made him much different 
than his friend. In his eyes, they were both very serious and devoted in their Avodas Hashem. Finally, on the last day of his visit he decided he will just ask his 
friend what his secret to greatness is. As he came to say goodbye, he asked his friend “I can’t understand how you became so great and I didn’t. We learned in 
the same yeshivos, we even learned together, our Rebbeim are both great people. Even today, we serve Hashem almost the same”. The friend said “Let me ask 
you a question. ‘What was the happiest day of your life’?” The wine seller responded that was an easy answer. It was the day he made his first big sale of wine. 
That was the day he became very wealthy. The Tzadik said ‘the happiest day of my life was today because I had a chance to put on Teffilin and learn Torah’. 

 

The message of the story is that the difference between a mitzvah with Simcha and one without is the difference between ordinary and something special. A 
mitzvah without simcha is nonetheless a mitzvah but the effect of the mitzvah to change us is missing. We should all be zocheh over the next three weeks to 
treasure every opportunity to do mitzvos and we should do it with simcha. Everyday should be the happiest day of our lives. 

 

 The Happiest Day of Our Lives –part 2 

 There is a story that is told about two friends who grew up in the same city and went to the same 
schools. They even learned together. Throughout their years they would encourage and be mechazeik 
each other in Avodas Hashem. However, as the years went on they moved on to different cities and 
they went to study under different teachers. Eventually, one of them became a great person and one 
of the prized Talmidim of the Bal Shem Tov. He became someone with a great and devoted following 
while his friend became a wine seller. Throughout the years, the wine seller would wonder why his 
friend attained such greatness while he had been ordinary.   After many years, this wine seller had a 
business opportunity in the city where his old friend now lived. 
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