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Shoftim 5777-You’ve Got To Be In It To Win It 
  
 

 In this week’s parsha, Moshe gives the 

Bnai Yisrael a pep-talk regarding upcoming 

battles. He tells them, “Ki saytzay 

lamilchama al owvecha, v'ra’isa soos 

v'rechev am rav mimcha, lo sira maihem, ki 

Hashem... imach” - “When you go out to 

battle against your enemy and you see horse 

and chariot, a nation larger than yourself, do 

not fear them, for Hashem.... is with you” 

(Devarim, 20:1). Rashi, citing Midrash 

Tanchuma, wonders why the “horse and 

chariot” is in the singular. He explains that in 

Hashem’s eyes the massive cavalry with all 

its king’s horses and chariots, are no more than if it were one horse and one chariot. 

Rashi goes on to echo this sentiment by explaining that the next phrase of the passuk 

[“A nation larger than yourself”] is descriptive of how a human looks at a massive 

army, whereas Hashem considers them no more than one soldier. 

 Two questions, if I may. Firstly, what is Hashem’s point? We know He is all 

powerful, and any size army is meaningless to Him. Does He need to offer a game-

plan in order to give us the confidence that He will help us be victorious? Secondly, 

considering a great army no more than one soldier and one horse, seems to be a dis-

service to Hashem’s powers? It suggests that there will be some type of resistance, 

albeit miniscule. The truth however is, that against Hashem’s will there is no 

opposing element whatsoever. We should expect Hashem to say that in His eyes 

there is nada, nothing, not even one soldier or one horse opposing him.  

 Perhaps we can suggest the following: Rabbainu Yonah (Shaarai Teshuva, 

Shaar 3:31-32) tells us that this passuk is a commandment to have Bitachon. 

Bitachon is the belief that the outcome of every situation is under the direction of 

Hashem. This is how we can go through life without fear. That being said, man is 

not allowed to totally leave things up to G-d. He must make a minimum attempt to 

humanly control the situation. This is known as Hishtadlus. The world was not 

originally wired so. Before Adam & Chava sinned (by eating from the Aitz 

Hada’as), man needed to make no effort whatsoever in life’s endeavors. But after 

being cursed by Hashem with “B’zayas apecha tochal lechem” - “With the sweat of 



your brow you shall eat bread”, man must partner-up with Hashem and participate 

in the pursuit of success in those same endeavors.  

 Take, for example, the most recent $700,000,000 Powerball lottery jackpot 

drawing here in the U.S.A. (Hey, it’s not called the “Goldene Medina” for nothing!). 

I can have all the Bitachon in the world that if it’s good for me to have that money, 

Hashem will have me win it. But unless I buy a ticket (I did) there is no way I could 

win (I didn’t). Buying that ticket is Hishtadlus. Before Adam’s sin, man would have 

had the ability to make that $700,000,000 without doing anything at all. But post-

sin, where the current formula is Hishtadlus + Bitachon, I first must buy a ticket 

(Hishtadlus) and then have Bitachon that I will win, if it is in my best interest.  

 However, man must be careful to not involve himself in too much 

Hishtadlus, for doing so encroaches and shows a lack of his Bitachon. It is said in 

the name of Rav Moshe Feinstein zt’l, that purchasing one lottery ticket is 

Hishtadlus, buying two, however, is already a lack of Bitachon. Similarly, I have 

read in the name of the Satmar Rav zt”l, that when it comes to efforts parents must 

make to help their children get married, one phone-call a week to a shadchan is 

Hishtadlus, two, is already a lack of Bitachon. 

 With these guidelines let’s revisit the passuk about going to battle. Pre 

Adam’s sin, Bitachon allowed a Yiddishe army to stand there on the battlefield and 

not participate in warfare at all, and win! We could stand there engrossed in a sefer, 

filing our nails, or involve ourselves in America’s favorite past-time; gazing up at 

the eclipse! But the way this world is currently wired, Hishtadlus must be practiced 

first, we must lock and load, fix bayonets, and advance into battle. But just like the 

lottery and the shadchan, we must finely balance our Hishtadlus with the Bitachon, 

and not become anxious and display uber-Hishtadlus. This is the message from 

Hashem hidden in the passuk. He is not giving us His resume, how He looks at the 

opposing army. for to Him they are non-existent. Rather, He is expressing the 

partnership we have with Him. He says, “Yidden, trust that I can neutralize the 

massive military power confronting you, with all its infantry and cavalry. But do 

not forget, we are partners, for together with the “Bitachon in Me” comes the 

“Hishtadlus from you”.  So, kinderlach go and fight. But do not over-do it. Just one 

horse, one chariot, and one man.” 
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