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The Gemara in Maseches Pesachim (68b) cites Rabbi Yosef’s famous comment about the unique 
significance of the holiday of Shavuos: אי לאו האי יומא כמה יוסף איכא בשוקא – “If not for this day, there 
are many ‘Yosef’s’ in the marketplace.”  Meaning, if not for the Torah which we received on Shavuos, we 
would fall prey to the influence of the “marketplace,” and indulge in worldly delights.  But as a result of 
the day of Shavuos, a quality of kedushah is implanted within the soul of each and every one of us, as 
the Torah alludes in the opening words of Parshas Bechukosai:  אם בחוקותי תלכו  (“If you follow My 
statutes”).  The word חוקותי relates to the term חקיקה – engraving – indicating that the mitzvos are 
etched upon the souls of Bnai Yisrael.  This allows us to bring kedushah even into the שוקא, into the 
marketplace, our worldly, mundane affairs, as Shlomo Ha’melech writes in Sefer Mishlei (1:20),  חכמות

ן קולהבחוץ תרנה ברחובות תת  – “Wisdom rings outdoors; it makes its voice heard in the streets.”  With 
the quality of kedushah etched upon our souls, we can bring the power of Torah even into the “streets.” 
 
We must therefore prepare ourselves in advance of this day of Matan Torah, so we can receive the 
Torah in a state of holiness and purity. 
 
 כאיש אחד בלב אחד
 
The Torah in Parshas Behar (25:47-49) addresses the case of a person who fell into dire financial straits 
and was compelled to sell himself as a servant to idolaters.  In such a case, the Torah commands:  
 

 .אחרי נמכר גאולה תהיה לו, אחד מאחיו יגאלנו, או דודו או בן דודו יגאלנו
 
After he is sold, he shall have redemption; one of his brethren shall redeem him – either his uncle or his 
cousin shall redeem him. 
 
The Gemara in Maseches Kiddushin (20a) explains that the Torah refers here to the punishment brought 
upon a person who violates the laws of shemitta (which are discussed earlier in Parshas Behar) and 
engages in commerce with shemitta produce.  Such a person experiences financial ruin, to the point 
where he must sell himself as a slave to idolaters whom he must then help in worshipping foreign 
deities.  One might have thought, the Gemara comments, that such a person, who brought this calamity 
upon himself through his wrongdoing, should be left to fall into complete spiritual ruin.  The Torah 
therefore teaches us that this incorrect, commanding, אחרי נמכר גאולה תהיה לו – even after he has 
fallen so low, to the point where he works for idol-worship, his family members must mobilize on his 
behalf and buy him out of slavery. 
 
This command is read specifically during the period of sefiras ha’omer, as this is part of our preparations 
for Matan Torah – endeavoring to assist and bring back each and every member of our nation, no 
matter how far he has fallen. 
 
Likewise, the Torah warns later, in Parshas Bechukosai (26:37), וכשלו איש באחיו – “Each person will 
stumble upon his fellow.”  Rashi, citing the Midrash, explains,  זה נכשל בעוונו של זה, שכל ישראל ערבין זה
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  ”.One person will stumble due to the other’s sin, for all Yisrael are responsible for one another“ – לזה
This bond of ערבות, of mutual responsibility, began at the time of Matan Torah, when all Bnai Yisrael 
came together in love and friendship, as the Torah (Shemos 19:2) writes, ויחן שם ישראל נגד ההר 
(“Yisrael encamped there, opposite the mountain”), and the Mechilta explains that the word ויחן is 
written in the singular form because the people encamped at Mount Sinai כאיש אחד בלב אחד – “as one 
person, with one heart.”  Rav Yitzchak of Vorka1 added that the word ויחן is associated with the word חן 
(“favor”), because at the time of Bnai Yisrael’s encampment at Sinai, each member of the nation found 
favor in the eyes of the others.  This is how we properly prepare for Matan Torah – by joining together 
with complete unity. 
 
In fact, when HKB”H first spoke to Moshe at the burning bush and instructed him to approach Pharaoh 
and lead Bnai Yisrael out of Egypt, He said,  הזהבהוציאך את העם ממצרים תעבדון את האלוקים על ההר  – 
“When you take the nation from Egypt, you shall serve G-d on this mountain” (Shemos 3:12).  The entire 
purpose of the Egyptian bondage, of the 210 years of bitter slavery and suffering, was so that the nation 
could arrive at Mount Sinai and stand ש אחד בלב אחדכאי , in unity, as one person.   
 
Likewise, the Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 9:9) comments that the scene which Yaakov observed in Charan, 
where he saw the shepherds assembling around the well, alludes to Ma’amad Har Sinai, when Bnai 
Yisrael gathered around Mount Sinai.  All the shepherds assembled around the well, the Midrash 
comments, to teach us that אילו הין ישראל חסרים עוד אחד, לא היו מקבלים את התורה – “If Yisrael were 
missing just one, they would not have received the Torah.”  Each and every Jew is needed for us to 
receive the Torah. 
 
 אהבת חנם
 
The Ba’al Ha’turim (25:49) observes that when the Torah commands the relatives of the slave to redeem 
him from his pagan owner, it writes או דדו או בן דדו, omitting the letter 'ו from the word ודוד , such that 
the phrase בן דדו has the same letters as בן דוד.  The message being conveyed is that when we strive to 
relate to one another in a manner of או דודו או בן דודו יגאלנו, sincerely caring about one another, joining 
our fellow in his period of distress, and doing everything we can to help and assist others, then this will 
earn us the arrival of Mashiach. 
 
Indeed, the Gemara in Maseches Yoma (9b) teaches that the second Beis Ha’mikdash was destroyed due 
to the sin of שנאת חנם – baseless hatred among Jews, and the Gemara adds that this demonstrates that 
 ,is as severe as the three grave offenses for which the first Mikdash was destroyed – murder שנאת חנם
idolatry and immorality.  Mashiach will arrive only when we correct this spiritual ailment of שנאת חנם, 
which we achieve through אהבת חנם (“baseless love”), by increasing our love for our fellow Jews every 
way we can. 
 
 includes praying and beseeching HKB”H on behalf of any Jew in need of help, even if we do אהבת חנם
not know them personally.  I have mentioned many times the unfortunate phenomenon of people 
reacting apathetically when seeing signs posted asking the public to pray for a seriously ill patient.  
Behind these signs is an entire family facing a crisis situation, walking around in fear and anxiety.  By 
publicizing the name of their ailing loved one, they hope that Hashem’s mercy will be aroused through 
the heartfelt tefilos of their fellow Jews.  Let us honestly ask ourselves, how often have we bothered 
when seeing such a notice to write down the patient’s name and then pray on his behalf?  How often 
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did we make a point of sharing the burden of our fellow Jew’s distress?  This family does not ask us for 
any practical assistance or money, but simply that we take some time to pray for the patient.  How is it 
possible to read these notices without being affected by it, without being shaken up?  How can we 
remain calm and at ease after reading about a Jewish family facing a grave crisis? 
 
 כיון שלקה הרי הוא כאחיך
 
We are now on the 39th day of the omer, and the number 39 is associated with מלקות – the 39 lashes 
that Beis Din would give to a sinner found guilty of committing certain offenses.  Am Yisrael has already 
suffered many “lashes,” and the Gemara in Megilla (7b) comments regarding a person who was 
punished by Beis Din, כיון שלקה הרי הוא כאחיך – “Once he has been lashed, he is then like your brother.”  
After Am Yisrael has endured so much hardship, we must all treat one another as brothers.  As we read 
in Parshas Behar, once a sinner suffered great hardship and humiliation to the point where he needed to 
sell himself as a slave to idolaters, he must be respected and cherished as a brother, and given all the 
assistance he needs: אחרי נמכר גאולה תהיה לו. 
 
The Gemara in Megilla (31b) comments that Ezra arranged the Torah readings such that Parshas 
Bechukosai, which contains the קללות – the “curses” which the Torah warns will befall Am Yisrael if they 
disobey the Torah – would be read before Shavuos, so that תכלה שנה וקללותיה – “the year shall end 
along with its curses.”2  The word תכלה is related to the word תכלית – “purpose,” indicating that we 
must recognize the purpose of the punishments, which are meant to encourage us to introspect and 
improve ourselves.  If we reinforce our commitment to treat all our fellow Jews with genuine concern 
and respect, to truly see ourselves as responsible for one another’s wellbeing, and to see only the good 
qualities of other people, then we will be worthy of seeing the end of all our nation’s curses, and the 
arrival of Mashiach, במהרה בימינו, אמן. 
 
 

 הוקדש לעילוי נשמת

 האשה החשובה מרת יוטל ע"ה

 בת הרה"ח ר' אלעזר אליהו הכהן ז"ל

 נלב"ע ט"ז אייר תשע"ד

 ע"י בנה דר' הרה"ח ר' אלעזר אליהו פרנצלאו הי"ו
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