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וְכִֽי־יָמּ֣וְך אָחִ֔יָך ּומָ֥טָה יָדֹ֖ו עִּמְָ֑ך וְהֶֽחֱזַ֣קְּתָ ּבֹ֔ו ּגֵ֧ר וְתֹוׁשָ֛ב וָחַ֖י עִּמְָֽך:
When your brother becomes poor, be there for him, & give him a helping hand,
strengthen him, whether a stranger or a dweller, so that he should live with you.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu commands us to make sure that every Jew who is in need of help,
whether because of poverty or destitution, it is our responsibility to support him to
eventually get on his feet to support himself.
The Midrash Rabbah (Vayikrah 34, 1) explains this pasuk in various ways: The pasuk in
Tehillim (41, 2) ,אַׁ֭שְרֵי מַׂשְּכִ֣יל אֶל־ּדָ֑ל ּבְיֹ֥ום רָ֝עָ֗ה יְֽמַּלְטֵ֥הּו ה , “Praiseworthy is the
thoughtful for the poor, Hashem will save him when in danger”. David Melech Yisrael
reveals to us a great reward for one who is concerned for the welfare of others,
especially the poor and destitute. Mida Keneged Mida, you help others who are in
danger, Hashem will save you, when you are in danger. Rab Huna says that this pasuk is
referring to visiting the sick. Rab Isi said, this is referring to one who gives the ani money.
The idea behind this is the feeling and concern that one has for others. It is not the money
or the visit that is important, but the thinking and concern for them, is of the utmost
importance. As the Pasuk says אֶל־ּדָ֑ל one who is מַׂשְּכִ֣יל thinking of how to help the
poor or sick, not just doing.
Rab Hayim Zaitchek on this Pasuk explains, one is obligated to join in with the pain &
anguish of others. Feeling his pain & showing him how much you care for him , this is the
greatest support & strength one could give to help others. As the pasuk says (Shemot 22,
24) "עמך“ you should feel that you are this Ani , אִם־ּכֶסֶף ּתַלְוֶה אֶת־עַּמִי אֶת־הֶעָנִי עִּמְָך
with him in heart, that is when you really help the ani. When he receives your warmth &
help, he feels someone cares for him. Our rabbis tell us an amazing fact regarding visiting
the sick. One who visits the sick removes one sixtieth of his sickness. Even though we
cannot weigh these mitsvot, there is definitely a strong emotional (Continued on page 2)
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effect on the Holeh (the sick) when someone comes to visit him.
Even if one is in a coma, visiting helps the neshama & body of the

sick. The Gemara relates the story of the talmid of Rebi Akiba who did not come to his
shiur for a number of days. On inquiring, he found out that he was sick & no one was
caring for him. Rebi Akiba immediately went to visit him. He cleaned up his room, made
sure he ate, spoke to him & blessed him. Days later the talmid returned to yeshiva
healthy. The rabbis say, “One who visits the sick , it is as if he is reviving the dead.”
In the sefer Kav Hayashar, (chapter 7) come & see what the Baal Haharedim wrote about
a righteous person who stayed by the Ari z”l. When he was ready to leave his house, the
Ari asked the person, “What can I do for you since you showed me so much reverence
honor & love? I am willing to pay you for all of your endeavors to please me” (even
though he was the guest of the Ari.) The individual told him, “Bless me with children,
because my wife became barren” (it seems that at one time she had children & then she
became barren). The Ari z”l with his Ruah Hakodesh, told him the reason that she was
barren. “Once you had a ladder near your home on which the roosters & hens would use
to climb on to get water which was near the top of the ladder. One day you told the
servant to remove the ladder, which caused these roosters & hens anguish. Even though
there was no evil intentions, their anguish & cries are causing the barrenness, since they
could not get enough water to drink.” He returned the ladder to its place & thereafter his
wife bore children.
If this Tsaar was only to animals & the punishment was so severe, what would be if one
causes Tsaar to a human being? Our purpose in this world is not only to prevent hurting
someone's feelings, but also  to uplift the feelings of everyone. Constantly being positive
& helpful will always bring beracha & hatslaha.

Shabbat Shalom          HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Reb Chaim Ozer Grodzensky zt”l was well known for his tremendous diligence and
brilliance in Torah. During the tumultuous times preceding  World War II and shortly after
the war began, R’ Chaim was the leader of the generation. This role became especially
vital when Vilna, R’ Chaim Ozer’s hometown ,was  declared independent of Germanys
rule in the very early stages of the war. Many Jews flocked to the relative safety of the
“Jerusalem of Lithuania” as Vilna was called, and R’ Chaim Ozer tried his utmost to
provide for all the refugees’ needs from shelter, to food, to clothing and Torah learning.

R’ Chaim Ozer’s sensitivity was legendary and shined especially brightly during that
difficult period. Though already frail and weak and only a short period of time before his
own departure from this world, R’ Chaim Ozer threw  himself into this vital task that had
been sent to his from his Creator.
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THE PITCHER PLANT

There are over a hundred species of tropical pitcher
plant, usually growing as climbing vines using trees for
support. Mainly found in tropical Southeast Asia, most
diversity is concentrated in the rainforests on the islands
of Borneo and Sumatra. It is alleged that monkeys drink
rainwater out of the pitcher, giving them another name
of ‘monkey cups’.

Tropical pitchers are cunningly carnivorous plants that lure prey into pitfall traps.
Attractive colors, sugary nectar and sweet smells entice potential prey to the plants.
Once inside, the pitcher victims cannot escape the waxy sides, eventually falling into a
liquid and drowning. Digestive acids in the liquid then turn these insects into a ‘soup’
from which glands absorb nutrients. Larger species of pitcher plant can even attract and
digest mice and lizards!

In order for this plant to survive, it needed to lure its meal withits scent, then it needed
to have the trap so that the prey can’t escape. Finaaly the system to decompose & digest
its meal.

These amazing plants are yet another example of intelligent design by Hakadosh Baruch
Hu!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… It wasn’t only the “big” matters with which R’ Chaim
Ozer was occupied. At the time, a young budding  talmid

chochom, Reb Eliezer Menachem Mann Shach zt”l was also dwelling in the temporary
haven that was Vilna. Though happy to be surrounded in an atmosphere that was
charged with Torah learning and surrounded by many great tzadikim, the times were very
difficult, and many families suffered losses. This was before the large scale murders
perpetrated by the Nazis began, and the community was able to properly mourn those
who departed. Rav Shach and his wife, rachmana litzlan, lost their child and were
especially grieved. Surprisingly, Reb Chaim Ozer was not present at the levaya and many
were surprised by the sage’s absence. Reb Chaim Ozer, however was attending to
another matter.

“Don’t worry your parents will soon come home” Reb Chaim Ozer soothed as the Shach’s
child waited anxiously for their return. Reb Chaim Ozer continued to entertain the child
until the Shach’s  return from the levaya. For its not only the big important jobs, ones that
placed him in the spotlight with which Reb Chaim Ozer was engaged. He attended to the
needs of every yid, however old and whenever he was needed.
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הליכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

The Prohibition of Cooking on Shabbat (Week 8)
Cooking is generally done on a stove or in an
oven; however with regard to the laws of
Shabbat, cooking extends to adding food into a
hot pot that is off the fire or even pouring hot
water onto food. Our Hachamim categorized
this with different types of vessels, which will be
explained as follows:

I. K’li reshon –pot that was heated by fire.
II. Pouring from a k’li reshon.
III. K’li sheni- food or liquid that was cooked with
fire, and then transferred from one vessel into
another vessel.
IV. K’li Sh’lishi- Food or liquid that was cooked
with fire and then transferred into second pot,
cup or bowl (a k’li sheni) and then poured into a
third pot, cup, or bowl.

IV.  K’li Sh’lishi
דין כלי שלישי

Food or liquid that was cooked on the fire and
then transferred into second pot, cup or bowl (a
k’li sheni) and then poured into a third pot, cup,
or bowl does not have the power to cook. The
Hachamim refer to this third vessel as a k’li
sh’lishi.

Preparing Tea
 According to some poskim, one may place a tea
bag into a k’li sh’lishi without worrying that the
tea leaves – which are classified as easy to cook
– will be cooked by the heat of the transferred
liquid. Similarly, instant noodle soup that was
fully cooked and then dried, may be prepared in
a k’li sh’lishi.  Other poskim rule otherwise,
stating that whatever is forbidden in a k’li sheni
is forbidden in a k’li sh’lishi. Consequently,
according to this opinion, one may not make tea
on Shabbat. Rather, one should prepare a tea
concentrate prior to Shabbat and pour it into hot
water in a k’li sheni on Shabbat.

The Prohibition of Benefiting from Food
That Was Cooked on Shabbat

Food Intentionally Cooked on Shabbat
עבר ובשל במזיד
One who intentionally (במזיד) cooked food on
Shabbat may not eat from the food, even when
Shabbat is over.  His family is also forbidden to
eat from it. However, when Shabbat is over,
others may eat it. This law applies only to an
individual who is aware that it is Shabbat, and
also understands that it is forbidden to cook on
Shabbat, and, nevertheless, knowingly
transgresses by cooking food. The Hachamim
penalized such a person in order that he should
not benefit from his forbidden act.
The following are some laws pertaining to this
case:
● If one intentionally cooked food on Shabbat
he is forbidden to eat it – however, after Shabbat
he may sell it to a fellow Jew for the value the
food had before it was cooked.
● One may not eat food from a restaurant that
serves food that was cooked on Shabbat.
● The pots which were used to cook food on
Shabbat need to be ritually boiled [הגעלה]
● If one adds cold water to a hot water urn on
Shabbat, one may not benefit from the hot
water until after Shabbat.
● If one transgresses the prohibition of bishul
by reheating cold soup on a hot plate. Since the
soup was previously cooked, one may eat it on
Shabbat.

Food Unintentionally Cooked on Shabbat
עבר ובשל בשוגג
One who cooked food on Shabbat but did not
know that it was forbidden to do so, or he forgot
that it was Shabbat, may not eat the food until
after Shabbat. The food is, likewise, forbidden
for others until after Shabbat

-Rabbi Michael Levy


