
1 � Reeh

 

 

LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

 

 

 

Dvar Torah 
“You should always take the ma’aser

produce year by year.” (Devarim, 14:22)

The Apta Rav begins his 

the Apta Rav, that all the seforim hakedoshim

auspicious time, wherein every person must examine his deeds and make an accounting of 

the past year, reviewing his actions, both positive ones and those th

improvement. He must then regret and feel remorse over his misdeeds and mistakes, and 

rectify them by being broken-hearted, confessing his sins, and doing complete 

repenting should be from awe and fear, and his desire to return to

wholehearted love for Him. He then must sincerely accept upon himself never to repeat his 

sins or misdeeds, and to attach himself to Hashem from then on, every day, in 

explained in the seforim. 

 

 
Ahavas Yisrael ~ Ohev Yisrael

Reeh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM 

 

 

 

 

 
יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  REEH 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

aser tithe from all the produce of the seed crops that your fields 

, 14:22) 

The Apta Rav begins his sefer Ohev Yisroel by discussing chodesh Elul

seforim hakedoshim designate the month of 

auspicious time, wherein every person must examine his deeds and make an accounting of 

the past year, reviewing his actions, both positive ones and those th

improvement. He must then regret and feel remorse over his misdeeds and mistakes, and 

hearted, confessing his sins, and doing complete 

repenting should be from awe and fear, and his desire to return to Hashem must be out of 

wholehearted love for Him. He then must sincerely accept upon himself never to repeat his 

himself to Hashem from then on, every day, in 

Ahavas Yisrael ~ Ohev Yisrael 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

tithe from all the produce of the seed crops that your fields 
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designate the month of Elul as a special 

auspicious time, wherein every person must examine his deeds and make an accounting of 

the past year, reviewing his actions, both positive ones and those that could use 

improvement. He must then regret and feel remorse over his misdeeds and mistakes, and 

hearted, confessing his sins, and doing complete teshuva. His 

Hashem must be out of 

wholehearted love for Him. He then must sincerely accept upon himself never to repeat his 

himself to Hashem from then on, every day, in dveikus, as is all 
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Now, asks the Apta Rav, why is this particular month is considered the opportune 

time for teshuva? What is it about the month of Elul makes it the right time for review and 

repentance? 

One reason the Ohev Yisroel gives as to why each and every Jew should prepare 

himself during Elul is so that when he arrives at the great and awesome judgment days of 

Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, he shall be pure and refined, cleansed of all sin, and then all 

his speech and actions and thoughts on this crucial day shall also be purified and refined, 

helping him achieve a positive judgement for the coming year. 

Even all the righteous tzadikim in each generation must likewise prepare themselves in 

this manner. They, too, must exert effort during Elul to serve Hashem in this manner, 

examining their deeds, repenting appropriately, and reconnecting to Hashem with new and 

loving resolve to repair their relationship. 

Another reason that Elul has been designated as the time for this type of work and 

growth is the  spells a compound word, or notrikon, “Alef Lul" — the opening of the lul, which 

is a cage or coop. During this month, a small opening is made for us, an opportunity that we 

can seize, since we can “escape” through this opening by doing teshuva, as this is a time when 

all true Baalei Teshuva are accepted. 

This lul, or opening of the cage, is represented by the letter hay of Hashem’s name, 

which during Elul derives from the yud, hay and vav and hay of the last letters in the pasuk 

from Devarim (6:25), “Utze’edakaH tihiyeH lanU kI” — the final letters of the four words in this 

pasuk are, respectively, hay, hay, vav, and yud. The first hay represents the secret of the 

attribute Bina, which is known in the seforim as the world of Teshuva. The opening of the letter 

hay, which is between its leg and the roof of the letter, hints at the opening of the lul, a space 

through which a baal teshuva can enter when he wishes to return to Hashem, with repentance 

and love. Since the seforim explain that the Divine Name formed by the aforementioned pasuk 

rules over the month of Elul, we thus learn that this month must be an opportune time to do 

teshuva, to abandon our misdeeds and return. 

Yet another factor that indicates the connection between Elul and teshuva is that this is 

the end of the year, the last month before the new year arrives. On our opening pasuk 

(Devarim 14:22, see above), Rashi cites the Sifri that is also cited in Gemora Bechoros 53b, which 

informs us that from the “double language” the pasuk uses — shana shana, meaning, “year by 

year” — we are meant to learn that we do not separate tithes for the current year using last 

year’s produce. 

The Apta Rav, in Ohev Yisroel, also quotes this teaching of Chazal, and uses it in the 

following unique manner: A person should not wait to fix and tithe his actions and ways until 

next year comes, in other words, he is not allowed to use the following year’s tithe, or teshuva, 

to fix last year’s sins; rather, he should seize the opportunity to dedicate the last month of the 

year, chodesh Elul, to fix his mistakes and repent for the whole year, so that when the new year 
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arrives on Rosh HaShana, we will be ready and not have to worry that we can no longer "tithe" 

the previous year’s misdeeds. In this merit, may Hashem bless us with an abundant influx of 

shefa and blessings to all of Knesses Yisroel, above and below, Amen. 

n 

You should always take the ma’aser tithe from all the produce of the seed crops that 
your fields produce year by year. (14:22) 

The Gemara in Ta’anis tells us “tithe in order that you become wealthy – aser be’shevil 
she’tisasher.” This is almost a play on words, the Midrash Pinchos (Volume II - 11a) cited by 
Yalkut Ohev Yisroel tells us that the Apta Rav himself used this play on words to teach us the 
meaning of a cryptic Midrash Peliya – that Aser Ta’aser – this pasuk is illustrated by the pasuk in 
Bereishis 13:9 “If you go left, I shall go right and if you turn right, I shall turn left.” The Apta 
Rav said that the right and left of this pasuk in Bereishis is actually describing the vowel point 
of the letter Shin in the pasuk regarding Ma’aser. When the Hebrew letter Shin has a dot on its 
right side then it is named Shin and pronounced with an SH sound. When the vowel dot is on 
its left side then the letter is name Sin and pronounced like an S. 

The Apta Rav related a story found in the Midrash Tanchuma Parshas Re’eh Chapter 10. 
There was once a person who used to tithe and give maser until one day he stopped doing so. 
He was punished that his field grew only one tenth of its produce than what it previously 
grew when he did tithe and maser. 

The Apta Rav used this story to explain how the pasuk in Berieshis explains our pasuk in 
our Parshas Re’eh. If you turn left and dot the Shin on the left side and give Ma’aser which is 
spelled with a Sin then I [Hashem] shall turn to the right as Chazal promise that TisAsher – you 
shall be wealthy for tithing as is spelled with a Shin dotted on the right side. 

However, if you turn right, and refrain from giving Ma’aser because you desire Osher 
spelled with a right hand dotted Shin, then I [Hashem] shall turn left and change the Shin from 
TisAsher grow wealthy into TisAser – and the Shin will become a Sin and be dotted on the left 
and I [Hashem] shall see to it that only a tenth of your produce grows! 

n 

The Merit of Charity 
Unfortunately, there were all too many poor people who circulated among the towns 

and villages begging for assistance in fending off starvation. The locals gave a few coins to 
each of them; they could not give larger amounts to every person who came with 
outstretched hands. But if the poor person could secure an enthusiastic personal letter from a 
great Rav, there was a good chance that he would be given somewhat larger donations. 

There was a poor man who had the good fortune of securing such a letter. He had to 
marry off his daughter, and he was penniless. At the advice of a friend, he poured out his tale 
of woe to a certain great Rav, and the Rav offered to write him a letter. He had not dared ask 
for such a great privilege, even though the Rav had known him for years. But fortune smiled 
on him, and the Rav offered on his own. With hope in his heart and a bounce in his step, the 
poor man put the letter into his satchel and set off to raise the money he needed. 

Even with the letter, it was a struggle. The poor man did manage to get a little more 
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than he would have without the letter, but the amounts were not great. Nonetheless, the 
small amounts were adding up, and he was hopeful that with persistence and determination 
he could raise the sum he required. 

And then misfortune overtook him. He stopped at an inn in a village near Berditchev 
and shared a drink with some of the other guests. The liquor loosened his tongue, and soon 
he was telling the others about his good fortune in securing his letter. The next morning, he 
found that the letter was missing from his satchel. For a full week, he tried to raise money 
without the letter, but he received only pittances. He was at his wits’ end. What was he to do? 
Without the letter he could never raise the money he needed for the wedding. 

In desperation, he ran to Rav Levi Yitzchok in the nearby city of Berditchev and 
pleaded with him for assistance. Rav Levi Yitzchok listened sympathetically to the man’s 
desperate plight. 

“Come back tomorrow,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “I’ll see what I can do.” 

The next morning, the poor man came to him after Shacharis. 

“I have good news for you,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “The thief who took your letter 
has returned it to me. He also returned to me all the money he raised with your letter during 
the past week. That money rightfully belongs to you.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok handed the poor man his letter and a large sum of money. The poor 
man was amazed. It appeared that the thief had raised much more money in the one week he 
had been in possession of the letter than he himself had managed to raise with the letter 
during his many weeks of travel. 

Many years later, the Sanzer Rav would explain this phenomenon. Not every person 
has the merit of performing the mitzva of tzedoka to the fullest. Therefore, the man who 
possessed the letter legitimately was not able to raise such large amounts of money. The thief, 
however, was able to raise far greater sums, because the money he received was not really 
tzedoka. As it turned out, then, the poor man was fortunate that his letter had been stolen. The 
thief had raised the money, and in the end, it had come to its rightful owner. 

n 
Compound forms of verbs usually indicate thoroughness. Yet when the Torah tells us 

(14:22): “You shall fully tithe (aser te’aser) all the produce of your field”, our Sages derive 
another concept. “Aser bishvil shetis’asher,” they say. “Tithe in order that you shall become 
wealthy.” Why is this so? 

When the charity a person gives, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, comes up to Heaven, its 
provenance is scrutinized. Why was this particular amount given to charity? Then the 
relationship to the full amount of the harvest is discovered. There is a ratio of ten to one, and 
the amount given is one tenth of the total. In this way, the entire harvest participates in the 
mitzva but only in a secondary role. Therefore, if the charity was given with a full heart, the 
person giving the charity merits that the quality of his donation is elevated. The following 
year, the entire harvest is elevated from a secondary role to a primary role in the giving of the 
charity. The amount of the previous year’s harvest then becomes only one tenth of the new 
harvest, and the giver becomes wealthy. 

n n n 
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Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 
 

 

“See that I have set before you today the blessing...” (Devorim 11:26) 
 

At first glance, the significance of the word “today” is not 
clear. Except that it is well known (Chagiga 12b) that the Holy One, 
blessed is He, renews the creation every day; each day He adds a 
new brightness, and sustains the creation with new kindnesses, and 
someone who serves His name, may He be blessed, receives a new 
brightness and a new insight every day. And that is why the pasuk 
reads: “See that I have set before you today…” in line with what 

Chazal say (Sifri 6:6) “‘Today’ – every day you should see them as ‘new’, meaning to say that 
each day you will receive a new blessing and a new kindness. 
 

Or it may be said that the commentators discussed the 
reason for the use of the expression asher tishme’u – “that you 
obey”, when it would seem to have been more appropriate to use im 
tishme’u – “if you obey”, as was indeed used for the negative form 
of the expression; namely, im lo tishme’u – “if you do not obey”. In 
answer, it seems that the well-known idea of Chazal (Kiddushin 
39b) that “there is no reward for the performance of a mitzva in this 
world” has an exception; namely, that the reward for the 
performance of the mitzva in this world is the mitzva itself (Avos 
4:2). He does not need additional reward; having done the mitzva 
and having thereby caused “pleasure” for the Creator, there is no 

greater reward than this. (See also above in Parshas Eikev, text beginning, Vehaya eikev 
tishme’un… – “And it shall be if you obey…”) 
 

And that which the pasuk said: “See that I have set before 
you today the blessing...” – the intention was that even while you 
are still alive, when you perform the commands of the Creator, you 
will receive a reward in this world. And the nature of the reward is 
explained, and that is what is meant by “that you obey”; this in 
itself , the fact that you obey Me and perform My commands, is in 
itself the blessing, for you have no greater pleasure than this, as 
explained above: “The reward of a mitzva is the mitzva itself” – 
which is not the case in connection with the curse, G-d forbid, 
specifically if you do not obey, it was necessary to write im – “if”. 

n 

“See that I have set before you today the blessing and the curse” 
 

At first glance, it is difficult to 
understand why the “blessing” and the “curse” 
were combined in one pronouncement – why 
weren’t the consequences of obeying listed 
first? To understand this, we must begin with 

The significance of 
the word “today” in this 
pasuk is to emphasize that 
Hashem’s creation is 
continuous; without a new 
creation each moment, the 
world would fall back into 
nothingness. 

The commentators 
ask why the word asher 
(“that”) is used, rather than 
what would seem to be a 
more logical choice, im 
(“if”). This will be related to 
the idea that there is no 
reward for the performance 
of mitzvos in this world 
except for the mitzva itself; 
that is, the “pleasure” one 
has caused the Creator by 
doing the mitzva. 

The scriptural 
expression “that you 
obey” says clearly that 
when one obeys Hashem’s 
commands, “the reward of a 
mitzva is the mitzva itself”. 
This is clearly not the case 
when one does not obey His 
commands, for that gives no 
“pleasure” at all to the 
Creator. 

Kedushas Levi opens a discussion of why the 
pasuk before us combined the blessing for obeying 
and the curse for not obeying, rather than completing 
its treatment of the consequences of obeying first. He 
then launches into a discussion of how trivial the 
service of a human being is from the perspective of 
the unimaginable greatness of Hashem. 
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an important principle in connection with man’s service to Hashem. That is that the human 
being should not allow his heart to become raised up, and he should not imagine that he is 
really serving Hashem with the acts that he performs in terms of learning Torah, performing 
mitzvos, and love and fear of Hashem. For as much as he is impressed by his level of service, 
proportional to that will be the extent of his fall, level after level, until he reaches the level of 
physical desires. But just the opposite! His own service should not amount in his eyes to 
anything significant, and he should not be impressed at all by his service, and his heart should 
be hollow and broken within him, and he should feel that he has not even begun to serve 
Hashem at all! For when he focuses clearly on the greatness of the Creator, blessed is He, that 
He is the most important entity and the root of the existence of all the worlds (Zohar 
HaKodosh Part 1, 11b), and He surrounds and fills all the worlds (ibid. Part 3, Ra’aya 
Mehemna 225a), and no thought can conceive Him in His essence in the slightest 
(Introduction to the Tikkunei Zohar, 17a). And all the worlds, souls, angels, Fiery Beings, 
Wheel-like Beings, and Holy Living Beings are all as nothing before Him and non-existent 
compared to Him, as we say (in Tefillas Yotzer Ohr that is part of the morning prayer): “and 
all of them behave with awe...and Wheel-like Beings and Holy Living Beings…” [The full text 
of this segment of the prayer is “They all do the will of their Maker with awe and 
reverence…Then the Wheel-like Beings and Holy Living Beings, with great noise raise 
themselves towards the Fiery Heavenly Beings. Facing them they give praise, saying: “blessed 
is the glory of Hashem from His Place” (Yechezkel 3:12)] Then one should arouse himself to 
be in the state of spirit faint with desire, of fiery enthusiasm with sweet pleasantness and 
friendship, to desire and to yearn for service of Hashem at all times, and he should not 
consider his own service as worth anything at all. And as he continues to think more deeply 
about this matter, with contemplation and conception of the greatness of the Creator, blessed 
is He, the more will his heart develop fiery enthusiasm for service of Hashem, and his own 
past service will seem like nothing at all, not having made any impression, and his heart will 
be broken within him because of his distance from Hashem, and he hadn’t even begun to 
serve Him, for compared to His greatness, what is he and what is his service? 
 

In Tehillim (81:4), we find “Blow the Shofar at the beginning 
of the month…” (when the moon is new). And it is known that a 
person who serves Hashem is called a Shofar, from the expression: 
Shaperu Ma’aseichem – “Improve your ways” (Vayikra Rabba 
29:6). Also, the word Tiku – (translated as “Blow”) actually comes 
from the scriptural expression Vateka kaf yerech Yaakov – “An 
injury was planted in Yaakov’s hip-socket” (Bereishis 32:26), 

meaning to say that you should consider this service which is always planted in your heart, 
as new, as if you hadn’t even begun to serve Hashem at all. 
 

And this too is the meaning of “Sing a new song to Hashem” 
(Tehillim 98:1); that is, that you should always sing a new song, for 
He has done wonders – in order that you delve at great depth into 
the greatness of the Creator, blessed is He, and you grasp that He is 
inconceivable and hidden, elevated and exalted, and in all the 
worlds there are no angels or souls who have any grasp or concept 
of Him at all, from this your spirit should become seized with fiery 
enthusiasm, and you should realize that from the perspective of 
Hashem, your service means “nothing”, and you should sing a new 
song all the time, as if you have not yet begun to serve Hashem at 

A non-literal 
meaning of the pasuk “Blow 
the Shofar at the beginning 
of the month” is that a 
Shofar, a person who is a 
servant of Hashem, should 
always consider his service 
as new as a new moon. 

“Sing a new song to 
Hashem” means that 
because of the infinite 
greatness of Hashem, one’s 
past service is of little 
meaning, and therefore no 
one has a large sum of merit 
to start from; all are equal, 
and everyone should sing a 
new song, as if starting 
afresh. 
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all. 
 

As the well-known words of the Besh”t (see in the 
commentary on Parshas Shemos, text beginning: “And this will be 
for you…”) on the pasuk in Tehillim (48:15): “…He will guide us as 
in our youth” – by way of analogy, that one teaches a young child to 
walk slowly but surely; the further away the father withdraws, the 
better it is for the child to learn. Similarly, the more we perceive the 
Creator, blessed is He, as wondrously hidden and covered over, and 
no thought can capture His essence at all (Introduction to the 
Tikkunei Zohar, 17a), the more are we drawn to approach to serve 
the holy service, for by means of the grasp of the supreme 
magnificence of the Creator, blessed is He, the less do we consider 

our former service, for in relation to His awesome greatness, we have not even begun to serve 
Him, and the service of each day is brand new. And that is the meaning of “a new song” – for 
every day they should appear to you as new (Rashi on Shemos 19:1). 
 

And this is the explanation of the statement of Chazal 
(Kesuvos 110b): “Everyone who lives in Eretz Yisrael, it is as if he 
has (yesh lo) a G-d”; that is, everyone who lives in 
“materialism”, that is, whose pursuit of the Divine is real and 
quasi-“physical”, it is as if he has a G-d; that is, he feels as if he is 

serving Hashem. And anyone who lives outside “Eretz Yisrael”, meaning outside the realm of 
“materialism”, and is despicable in his own eyes and loathsome, and he does not inhabit 
any place at all, and his service is completely unimportant in his own eyes, is like someone 
who has no G-d; that is, that he has not even begun to serve Hashem at all. 

 
And this is the explanation of the pasuk (Yeshayohu 40:31), 

“Those who hope in Hashem, shall continually renew their 
strength” – that is, they are continually changing and not standing 
still or fixed in one aspect, for each day their service is new, as 
explained above; they do not fly away, in the sense of “taking flight” 
– that is, they do not imagine that they are true worshippers of 

Hashem, and they are ascending ever higher; rather the opposite is true: they think they have 
not yet lifted off the ground, meaning that they think that they have not yet reached any 
spiritual destination or insight as to how to serve the Creator, blessed is He, and they have not 
yet even begun to serve Him, and this is the meaning of “…so that your youth is renewed as 
the eagle’s” (Tehillim 103:5). 
 

And it is possible to say that this is the explanation of the 
pasuk (Vayikra 4:27), “If a soul commits a sin…” and the pasuk 
continues to explain the nature of the sin: “…when it does one of 
Hashem’s commandments which should not be done” – where the 
meaning is that when someone does a mitzva, it should appear to 
him as if he did nothing at all. But this individual did not follow that 
model of behavior. Rather, it seems to him as if he did something 
substantive by performing one of the mitzvos, and he becomes great 
in his own eyes, then “…he is guilty” – for this is itself a major sin. 
 

The Ba’al Shem Tov 
explained the pasuk which 
speaks of Hashem guiding 
us as in our youth as 
meaning that the more a 
father withdraws, the faster 
will his child learn to walk. 
Similarly, the more we see 
Hashem as wondrously 
hidden, the more are we 
inspired to search for Him, 
seek Him out, and sing 
before Him a new song. 

“Materialism” is 
used here in an unusually 
positive sense; it is better if 
someone loves Hashem 
physically. 

“Those who hope in 
Hashem, shall continually 
renew their strength” means 
that they picture themselves 
as baby eagles, always just 
learning how to fly. 

In Vayikra, we find 
the pasuk: “If a soul 
commits a sin when it does 
one of Hashem’s 
commandments which 
should not be done – then 
he is guilty”. This may mean 
that if someone does a 
mitzva that he really should 
not consider a great 
accomplishment, but he 
does, then he is guilty. 
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And we can say that this was the intention of Chazal (Sukka 
30a), when they derived the law of mitzva haba’a ba’aveira – “A 
mitzva that was performed by means of a sinful act” (the standard 
interpretation of this law is that if someone, for example, steals 
money from another, which is an aveira (a sin) and then uses that 
money to purchase an animal to be used as an ola (a Burnt 

Sacrifice), that sacrifice is not considered by Hashem as a mitzva, but rather as another 
aveira, another sin. The word ola is interpreted by Kedushas Levi in an ethical sense; the 
perpetrator wishes to “rise” as a result of bringing a sacrifice) from the pasuk (Yeshayohu 
61:8), “…Who hates robbery be’ola – with a burnt offering…” For the idea of “A mitzva that 
was performed by means of a sinful act” is as follows: after performing the mitzva, he puffs 
himself up for doing the mitzva, and this false attitude is considered another sin. And 
the intention of the pasuk is also as follows: that because of doing the mitzva, he raises 
himself up and assumes greatness in his own eyes, to be considered as something 
substantive and real; therefore he is considered twice a robber, for in truth, it is not by 
virtue of our own strength, and the power of our hands that we fulfill the mitzvos; rather, 
everything comes from Hashem, “Who chose us…and gave us His Torah”, and we merited to 
fulfill His commands and decrees, and He enlightens our eyes with His Torah, so that we may 
be able to grasp the proper method of serving Him. 
 

Now we come to explain the intention of the Torah in 
writing: “See that I have set before you today the blessing and the 
curse” – the explanation of Re’eh (“See”) involves the aspect of 
seeing, which is enlightenment for intellectual grasp, that “I have 
set before you” – so that it should be possible for you to serve a 
complete service, which comes through the aspect of berocha 
(“blessing”); meaning to say, by virtue of your drawing over yourself 
the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, for blessing relates to drawing, 
or pulling, as in drawing water from bereichos ha-mayim – “pools 
of water” (Koheles 2:6). This means that you will draw upon 
yourself the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, by contemplation of the 
greatness of the Creator, blessed is He, how He is the primary entity 

and the root of all the worlds, and He surrounds and fills all the worlds, and all the worlds and 
souls and angels are nullified, and are as nothing and absent in comparison to Him. Then your 
spirit and your heart will be filled with fiery enthusiasm for Hashem, and by means of this, 
“…and the curse” – meaning to say that by means of the blessing described above whereby one 
pulls over his soul the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, by means of the understanding of the 
greatness of the Creator, blessed is He, as described above, then “…and the curse…” – that is 
to say, by means of the above, he won’t be worth anything in his own eyes; rather, he will seem 
contemptible and rejected, and his service will not be considered as substantive and real, but 
on the contrary, he will be at the bottom edge of humility and accursed in his own eyes. 
 

Now it has become clear in our words that by means of a 
person making himself as nothing more than a remnant, and not 
occupying a place so as to be considered a real entity, by precisely 
those means, does he become a vessel fit to receive the sustenance 
of Hashem continually, for “an empty vessel is able to receive…” 
(see Berochos 40a). With this idea, we understand what is written 

concerning Yosef, where he said, “You will give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four ‘hands’ will be 

Mitzva haba’a 
ba’aveira involves two sins: 
arrogance for doing the 
mitzva, and imagining that 
he is someone substantive, 
thus making himself twice a 
robber. 

The reason the 
Torah writes “the curse” 
right after “the blessing” is 
that the former is a direct 
consequence of the latter, in 
the following sense: the 
blessing follows from 
accepting the yoke of the 
kingdom of Heaven, and 
appreciating Hashem’s 
awesome greatness. If one 
does this, his own worth will 
seem contemptible in his 
eyes, as if he were accursed. 

Sustenance is 
provided to a recipient with 
four conditions; namely, 
kindness and might of the 
sustainer and the same for 
the recipient.  
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yours” (Bereishis 47:24). For it is known with regard to the matter of the sustenance by a 
sustainer of a recipient, that it proceeds by the aspects of boundary and constraint, for if there 
were no constraint involved, it would not be possible for the recipient to receive the 
sustenance being provided. And from this we understand that in the sustenance by a sustainer 
are included the aspects of kindness and might. The aspect of kindness is the basis of the 
desire to sustain, and the aspect of might is identical, in this context, with the aspects of 
boundary and constraint, whereby the sustenance is provided with a quantity and a measure 
that the recipient can accept, and that is regarding the sustainer. And regarding the recipient, 
the same principle applies; that is, the combination of kindness and might; the aspect of 
kindness is that he is willing to accept the sustenance, for by this means he provides pleasure 
to the sustainer, as is known in the statement: “More than the calf wants to nurse from its 
mother… (Pesochim 112a) [does the mother want to nurse its calf], and the aspect of might is 
its capacity to assume the status of a remnant, with the aspect of self-negation to the level of 
nothingness and invisibility, that it does not occupy any place and it has no sense of “self”; 
only then can it receive the sustenance from the sustainer. And this is similar to the idea that 
the seed planted in the earth does not begin to grow until it rots in the earth, and approaches 
nothingness and invisibility. We thus understand that between the sustainer and the recipient 
are four aspects; each has two, and they are called “four hands”, for they describe the 
mechanism of transfer from one individual to another. 
 

Indeed it is known (see the Zohar HaKodosh Part 3, 142a) 
that the two attributes, kindness and might, are absolute opposites 
in nature; so that in order for the sustenance of the sustainer to 
descend to the recipient, there must be a conduit between them, and 
that is the aspect of “speech”. For the main sustenance occurs by 
means of “speech”, which is the aspect of the intermediary, as is 
known (see the Eitz Chaim, Section Odom Kadmon, Chapter 2) that 
the root of speech is even above the aspect of wisdom, in accord 
with all that was mentioned above. So is the sustenance provided by 

the Creator, blessed is He, to the worlds and to the souls of Yisrael, for Yisrael arose in 
thought (Bereishis Rabba 1:5) by the means of constraint and boundary, as is known that the 
creation of the worlds was by means of the aspect of constraint; for the essence of the Creator 
is infinite (there is a reference to the Sisrei Torah in Part 1 of Zohar HaKodosh), simple in 
absolute simplicity, without sub-division into the attributes listed (introduction to the 
Tikkunei Zohar 17b), and thought cannot capture Him at all. However, in order to be 
beneficial to His creations (study the Eitz Chaim, HaK’lalim Section, Chapter 1), “For He 
desires kindness” (Micha 7:18), He clothes Himself with attributes by means of the aspect of 
Tzimtzum, as mentioned above, for the purpose of the continued existence of the worlds, in 
order for the worlds and the community of Yisrael to receive sustenance, all of which is known 
well to one who carefully examines the writings of the Arizal (see Eitz Chaim, Presentation on 
Circles and Straight Lines, Branch bais; see also the Maggid Devorov L’Yaakov, Letter 102). 
 

Indeed, the way for the worlds and the 
community of Yisrael to receive sustenance is by 
means of the attributes mentioned above. The aspect 
of kindness is their all-consuming desire to receive 
the sustenance, and by means of this, they increase 
delight and happiness above, for “More than the 
calf…” as mentioned above. And the aspect of might 

Since the attributes 
of kindness and might are 
absolute opposites in nature, 
and they must work 
together, as mentioned 
above, there must be a way 
for them to communicate. 
That method of 
communication, or conduit, 
is dibbur (“speech”).  

Indeed, the way for the worlds and the 
community of Yisrael to receive sustenance is 
by means of the interaction on the sides of the 
sustainer and the recipient of the aspects of 
kindness and might. But indispensable as well 
is the involvement of the aspect of the conduit, 
namely, dibbur (“speech”). 
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is seen in their ability to make themselves as remnants, with the aspect of nullification to the 
point of nothingness and invisibility, as mentioned above and this process is accomplished by 
the aspect of “four hands”, as mentioned above. But the main sustenance is made possible by 
the aspect of the conduit; the aspect of dibbur (“speech”), as is written (Tehillim 33:6) “By the 
Word of Hashem were the Heavens created” – and as is known concerning the Ten 
Utterances, “Let there be Light…” (Rosh HaShana 32a). 
 

And indeed, it is known (Likkutei Torah, Parshas Miketz) 
that the aspect of speech is called Pharaoh, from the usages of 
uncovering and revealing. And this is the meaning of the pasuk 
(Bereishis 47:24): “And you shall give one fifth to Pharaoh”. This 
refers to the fifth aspect, which is the aspect of speech, “to Pharaoh”, 
who represents the aspect of revelation, which is the main 
component of sustenance. For it is by means of it, that the 

sustenance originating in the sustainer reaches the recipient. “And four hands will be yours” – 
meaning that all of this is for the purpose that the aspect of the “hands” will reach you, 
meaning that all this is for the purpose that the aspect of the “hands”, which is the aspect of 
the attributes will be yours, the end result of which is that the worlds will endure. For from the 
perspective of the essence of the Creator, blessed is He, there is no need for these attributes at 
all; it is only for the purpose of maintaining the existenec of the worlds and the community of 
Yisrael that He clothes Himself in His attributes, as discussed above. Understand this. 

n 

“…You shall seek out His Presence and come there” (Devorim 12:5) 
 

The word shoma meaning “there” and spelled shin, mem, 
heh, has the same letters as the name Moshe – and the connection 
can be explained based on what is written in the Tikkunim 
(Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 69, 111b–112a) on the pasuk in Tehillim 
(33:14), “From the place of His habitation He looks…” – in Hebrew, 
Mimechon Shivto Hishgiach – mem, shin, heh are the initials of 
Moshe and the statement of Chazal that “Moshe is equal to all of 
Yisrael” and each member of the community of Yisrael has to have 

the aspect of Moshe. And that is the meaning of “From the place…upon all the inhabitants of 
the earth” – it was by the merit of Moshe, that the Holy One, blessed is He, looked down upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth – represented by the people of Yisrael. And that is the meaning 
of “and come there” – it is by means of the aspect of Moshe that you will come to the level of 
the dwelling of the Divine Presence with you, and that is the meaning of “…You shall seek out 
His Presence and come there”. 

n 

“You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting…” (Devorim 14:22) 
 

Razal learned (Shabbos 119a): Aser bishvil shetis’asher – 
“Tithe in order that you become rich”. In order to understand this, 
consider the following: When a person gives to tzedoka, what he 
gave to charity rises up before the Holy One, blessed is He. Now by 
way of example, if a person gives one piece of gold or one measure 
of produce for Maaser, when the tzedoka rises to Heaven, and the 

“And you shall give 
one fifth to Pharaoh” refers 
to the aspect of speech 
which enables the 
transmission of sustenance 
from the sustainer to the 
recipient by means of the 
process of “four hands”. 

Moshe was equal to 
all the people of Yisrael, 
each member of the people 
of Yisrael was obligated to 
attempt to reach the status 
of Moshe, and he was the 
reason for the dwelling of 
the Divine Presence with the 
people of Yisrael. 

According to the 
teaching of Chazal, there is a 
ratio of ten between what 
one gives to Maaser in one 
year and what he will give 
the following year. 
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Maaser is examined as to its source, and did it not come because the owner had ten pieces of 
gold or ten measures of produce? – then the ten gold pieces and the ten measures of produce 
enter into the mitzva. Because it was because he had ten gold pieces or ten measures that he 
gave those amounts. And by this, he merits the following year to give ten pieces of gold and 
ten measures of produce, because he will have one hundred gold pieces and one hundred 
measures of produce. Thus, each amount that he had originally is multiplied by ten the 
following year. In the third year, he will have one thousand gold pieces and one thousand 
measures of produce, because each base amount enters into the mitzva. 
 

And that is the meaning of Aser: when you give a tenth, “You will 
multiply by ten all the produce that you have” – the following year, 
you will have ten times that amount, as explained above. And that is 

the hint, “Give a tenth in order that you become rich”. 

nnn 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita – 
www.torahlab.org 

 

The Quest for Yerushalayim 

“Behold! I put before you today the blessing and the curse!” 

Can there be peace in Eretz Yisrael? We are all so frustrated by what seems to be a 
problem without any solution. The smartest people in the world can’t seem to figure this one 
out. Why doesn’t Hashem send us a novi (prophet) or a message with the answer to peace in 
Eretz Yisrael? 

The answer is that the struggle for peace, for Eretz Yisrael and for the Geula is a 
spiritual struggle. In a spiritual struggle there is never a clear answer because the challenge 
itself promotes growth. 

Moshe directed the Jewish Nation to Mount Eivol and Mount Grizim to hear the 
covenant, the blessing and the curse. Where are Mount Eivol and Mount Grizim? 

“Cross the Jordan, as west as you can go, along the route of the sunset, amongst the 
Caananite who dwell on the Plain, opposite Gilgal, next to the Moreh Plain” (Devorim 11:30). 
The Torah reads like a printout from Google Maps. Exact directions. We are told exactly 
where to go for blessings and curses. 

Yet, when Hashem wants us to go to the holiest spot in the world, Yerushalayim is not 
even mentioned by name. Nineteen times in the Chumash we are given the vague description, 
“Go to the place Hashem has chosen”. We are never told to go to Yerushalayim! 

The Gemora (Zevochim 54) tells us how Dovid HaMelech and Shmuel HaNovi racked 
their brains trying to find the exact place that Hashem chose. Tehillim 132 is a description of the 
hassle Dovid HaMelech went through until he found “the spot”! It was like a treasure hunt for 
the Holy of Holies. Why? Why was Hashem so clearly unclear? He had to have a home for the 
Shechina, it had to be the exact place – He had to tell people how to get there, where they 
could walk, where they couldn’t – it’s all so important! Why didn’t Hashem give us a hint? 

The answer is, the quest for Yerushalayim is a spiritual quest. On a spiritual voyage, 

Aser means “Give a 
tenth”; tis’asher means “You 
will become rich”. 
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the expedition, the trek, searching, yearning, finding it and just getting there, is the mission in 
and of itself! If we knew where it was, it wouldn’t be as holy. 

For Dovid and Shmuel, the search for Jerusalem represented a search for holiness and 
meaningfulness. They and all the Jewish people grew from being involved in the struggle. 

Yerushalayim didn’t come with a road map, peace doesn’t come with a road map and 
the direction of our lives doesn’t come with a road map either. If there were a map there 
would be no growth. You can’t download spirituality. 

As we welcome in the month of Elul and we begin our preparations for a New Year, 
we must keep in mind our G-d-given challenge: Leshichno tidrishu – always keep searching for 
Yerushalayim; Uvoso shoma – and you will get there. By opening up our homes and our 
hearts, we will have peace. 

n 

The Right Choice 

While going through the Parsha, the fourth part of Moshe Rabbeinu’s final derosha to the 
Jewish people, I noticed what seemed to be a lack of connection between the fifty-five 
different mitzvos mentioned. However, I found a constant theme, a key word, which strings 
everything together. The word and concept of בחירה (bechira – “free will”) is mentioned 
eighteen times in Parshas Re’eh! 

Moshe Rabbeinu tells Klal Yisrael that when they enter Eretz Yisrael and bring Korbonos, 
they will be tempted to just bring the Korbon anywhere. To this Moshe instructed only to 
bring Korbonos and rejoice in Hashem in the place that Hashem will choose, the place of bechira. 
That will be the place of Hashra’as HaShechina (where the Shechina rests) and the place where 
we can become mukrav (brought close) to Hashem. This place is constantly referred to in the 
Torah as the “place that I will choose”. 

Why did the Torah choose to refer to the mokom of the Shechina with the word 
“choosing”? Why indeed is not anyplace that a Korbon is brought a dwelling place for the 
Shechina?  

In the beginning of the Parsha, Moshe presents to us a berocha and a klola. If we listen 
and do the mitzvos of Hashem, we get berocha. If we stray from Torah we get klola. This is 
further manifested with Har Grizim and Har Eivol. To this day, Har Grizim is lush and green 
– berocha, whereas Har Eivol is barren and rocky – klola. 

The Kli Yokor explains that berocha can be compared to the sun. Just as the rays of the 
sun have so many uses, depending on how they are being collected and utilized; so too 
berocha depends on the receiving end. Hashem is always showering us with His berocha, it is 
up to us to accept the berocha and utilize it correctly. 

The berocha is always there. We can accept the berocha into our lives or we can face the 
alternative: klola. If we choose Torah, the source of all berocha, we are choosing the Shechina, 
and Hashem gives us a Bais Bechira. If we do not choose the berocha, we are in effect choosing 
the alternative. 

The concept of midda knegged midda is especially prevalent here. Hashem chooses as we 
do. When Hashem chooses the Mokom, He is saying, “I am helping you make a vessel to 
absorb the Shechina. I am waiting for you to tune in to the berocha, and when you do, you will 
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indeed get the berocha. However, if we do not act properly, then we will not be zoche to asher 
bochar Hashem – the berocha will not have a vessel to hold it. 

The “place of choice” is the place where both Hashem and men choose. Hashem chooses 
the place and we choose His Shechina. It is our choice to accept the Shechina and the berocha. 
We choose Har Grizim or Har Eivol. 

Nowadays, we do not have a Bais Bechira but we can still choose tov. We can choose to 
be a vessel to accept the blessings of Hashem. By adapting an ayin tova, by accepting each 
other with a lev tov, giving ourselves more time to learn Torah, by moving up a notch in our 
performance of mitzvos, we can go into Elul and the New Year assured of the ultimate berocha. 
Let us be zoche to the return of the Shechina BaMokom Asher Yivchar Hashem.  

n 

Nearing the End 

Here we are getting ready to usher in the last month of the year.  

There is a vast amount of discussion and literature on how to start off the year and 
very little about how to end it. Even the last month of the year, Elul, has been marketed as the 
preparation for the beginning of the fresh start and not the end of what we have been living 
with for eleven months. 

Chazal attach great importance to the end. How we present at the end of the year 
represents the culmination of our year. The last Shabbos indicates the way I have experienced 
every Shabbos in the past year. The last Sunday or Monday, the last tefilla, the last thank you 
to Hashem all present the sum total of what I have accomplished, and more important – what I 
have actually become as the year comes to a close. We all have our ups and downs but we are 
judged by what we have become.  

The Gemora at the end of Megilla discusses at length how the weekly Torah portion and 
the Haftoros are placed on the calendar. The Psikta teaches that there is an important order for 
the Haftoros. The order begins on the seventeenth of Tammuz. For three weeks we read about 
tragedy, sholosh d’puranusa, then seven weeks of comfort, shiva d’nechemta, and finally two 
weeks of teshuva, tartei l’tiyuvta. This order is extremely important and is not interrupted for 
any reason. 

The order of the calendar is a bit counterintuitive. What would seem to make more 
sense is that after the “Three Weeks” of punishment and suffering we should do teshuva. We 
should immediately read the Haftoros referring to teshuva. Once we do teshuva it then makes 
sense that Hashem will comfort us more than double our pain. Without teshuva why is Hashem 
comforting us when we have still not changed our ways? 

From the order of the calander we see can an insight about the way of Hashem and 
perhaps even more importantly into the depth of human nature. 

The path to repentance, to teshuva, is not pain and suffering but comfort. Pain alone 
does not bring about a response of teshuva. Teshuva is to stand before Hashem, to make Him 
central in our lives and in our thoughts and to return to a relationship with Him. Even more 
than we need to know the consequences of our actions we need to have validation of our 
relationship. The intention is not to be frightened into teshuva but to be inspired into a 
healthy, positive and mature relationship with the Creator. 
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The order is clear; we have done wrong in this world and have created negativity and 
destuction. God comforts, He tells us how valuable we are, how much He loves us. When we 
realize our importance and the depth of our relationship, indeed we repent and start off the 
new year with a sense of freshness, vibrancy and love. 

n 

Kaddish for the Cardinal 

Some time ago, I read with interest about the funeral arrangements for Cardinal Jean-
Marie Lustiger. The longtime archbishop of Paris, a confidant of late Pope John Paul II, asked 
that the Kaddish be recited at his funeral in front of Notre Dame. It is said that the cardinal 
never rejected his Jewish identity. As a fourteen-year-old boy, he hid in a convent in France 
while his mother died at Auschwitz. 

Personally, I never judge men and women who have endured the suffering of the 
Holocaust. “Do not judge your fellow man until you have been in his place.” Thank G-d I 
have never been in his place. 

Yet, I am overwhelmed with the thought of how we as Jews are capable of living with 
extreme contradictions. Anyone who understands Judaism and Catholicism understands that 
you can’t live both lives at once. 

Not just the Jewish cardinal, but in fact all of us somehow manage to integrate 
contradictions into our lives. We violate that which we believe in, we act hatefully toward 
those we love, and we make decisions that we know are wrong. 

This week’s Parsha begins with the word Re’eh – “Behold!” 

Toward the end of his life Moshe spoke to the Jewish people like a father to a son. He 
warned us of the pitfalls that we would encounter as we entered our new home in Eretz 
Yisrael. He told us of the spiritual and physical temptations that would plague us. 

Re’eh! Focus! 

This time Moshe was not telling us how to choose. In other Parshios he commanded us 
to choose life. Rather, he implored us to see things correctly and clearly. Life is so confusing; 
the human mind and heart are very complicated and we are capable of seeing something that 
is in plain vision completely wrong. We can misjudge people, misinterpret situations and 
mistake impurity for purity. Very often we can take a perfectly happy life and be sad over it. 
In general, man takes the limits of his own field of vision for the limits of the world. 

Moshe taught us to sort things out carefully and see things for what they are. If you’re 
not careful, he taught, you can easily make the blessing a curse and the curse a blessing. It is 
from the clarity of vision that all blessings and curses enter our lives. 

This week’s Reaching was dedicated by my good friends, Alan and Ruchie Sector, in honor of 
their daughter Meira Tova’s birthday. May Hashem bless this wonderful couple with 
continued clear vision and much nachas for many good years. 

nnnn 
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Praises for the Ohr HaChaim 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac of Komarna tells us that the Baal Shem Tov had taught that the soul 
of the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh had the Ruach of Dovid HaMelech, from the supernal realm of 
Atzilus. The Holy Baal Shem Tov, himself, had the soul of the Nefesh of Dovid HaMelech from 
the supernal realm of Atzilus. This is why the Baal Shem Tov desired very much to meet the 
Ohr HaChaim. Had they met, this nefesh and ruach would have joined together, which would 
have drawn down and revealed the next higher soul levels of of Atzilus (Neshama and Chaya), 
and then the final redemption would have come (Nesiv Mitzvosecha, 1:9). 

n 

 The Beis Avrohom of Slonim, in the name of the first Slonimer Rebbe, author of Yesod 
HaAvoda, explains this lofty concept with a little more detail: The holy Baal Shem Tov’s derech 
avoda was based on Tefilla, prayer, and he had the nefesh of Dovid. The holy Ohr HaChaim had 
the ruach of Dovid, and his derech avoda was through Torah. Had they met, then together they 
could have drawn down the soul level of Nishmat Dovid (the neshama of Dovid), and if this 
Neshama level would have joined with the nefesh and ruach of the Baal Shem Tov and the Ohr 
HaChaim, respectively, then Moshiach Ben Dovid would have arrived (Beis Avrohom, Shavous, 
p161). 

nn 

 

MOSHIACH HASHEM SHEMO CHAIM 

“If there will be a destitute person from among your brothers in your of your gates, in your land, which 
Hashem, your G-d, is giving, do not harden your heart or shut your hand from your poor, destitute 
brother.” (Devarim, 15:7) 

The holy Ohr HaChaim teaches us that this pasuk hints to the one and only Moshiach, 
whose arrival we are awaiting, our king and savior, who is called “destitute” and is 
compared to a pauper in Zechariah’s prophecy (Chap. 9), where he is depicted as a poor man 
riding a donkey. 

The pasuk, explains the Ohr HaChaim, hints at the reason behind why Moshiach shall be 
an impoverished man: The word becha, which normally translates to, "from among you," is 
read here instead as, “because of you,” the "you" here referring to our sins, which is what has 
lengthened our exile and drawn out the final redemption. 

The Ohr HaChaim also interprets the word becha to mean, “because of you," but he 
explains in another way. In this explanation, Moshiach is called “destitute" since he is eagerly 
waiting for us to be worthy of redemption, so he can come and redeem us. Therefore, since he 
lacks this, his heart’s deep and strong desire, he is called impoverished. 

The Ohr HaChaim tells us that Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi once met Moshiach, and he 
asked Rabbi Yehoshua regarding the welfare of Klal Yisroel. Rabbi Yehoshua responded that 
they are eagerly awaiting Moshiach’s anticipated arrival, and when Moshiach heard this, he 

 
Ohr HaChaim 
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burst into tears. 

This is why the pasuk uses the term, “me’echad achecha" when it wants to say, “from 
among your brothers.” The Ohr HaChaim says that this hints at the “echad" — the unique one 
from among your brothers — as our rabbis taught (in Targum Yonason to Bereishis 26:10) that 
echad ha’am refers to the unique one, the ruler or king. 

When the pasuk then refers to one of our gates as echad she’arecha, it refers to the unique 
leader of the Sanhedrin, whose head shall be the Moshiach, since no other teacher or judge is 
like him, as it says in Yeshaya, Chapter 11, that he shall “judge righteously, but not as others; 
he shall smell out the scent of fear of G-d”! The Ohr HaChaim here also defines she’arecha as 
the Sanhedrin, just as in the verse in Devarim 25:7. Says the Ohr HaChaim further, that the 
words of our pasuk, “in our land,” refer to the conception and birth of Moshiach, which will 
take place in the holy land of Eretz Yisroel. 

The Ohr HaChaim offers another reading of our pasuk, based on the Zohar Chadash in 
parshas Noach: “If one congregation or gathering shall awaken and repent and return to do 
teshuva, then Ben Dovid shall immediately arrive and come.” Says the Ohr HaChaim that the 
Moshiach is called an evyon; he is impoverished because he desires us to be worthy to be 
redeemed and he lacks this. “The land” in our pasuk, refers to Eretz Yisroel, which is the place 
he desires to redeem us, as we see from Zefania 3: "When can he come to the city of the dove, 
the desire and love of the heart and redeem us? 

And so, Hashem commands each and every one of us to not harden our hearts, but 
rather strengthen ourselves to fulfill this desire of the one special, unique one from among us, 
the Moshiach, because his coming is dependant on our actions, especially tzedaka, as it says in 
Yeshaya, Chapter 54. “From your poor brothers” in our pasuk, is read as,  
“because of your brothers” is he poor and impoverished. So let us keep in mind that all of our 
actions should all be to serve this one purpose: to hasten the coming of Moshiach Hashem, 
whose name is Chaim. 

n 

MOSHIACH HASHEM SHEMO CHAIM (STORY) 

A printer from Russia named Asher once came before Rav Pinchos of Koritz, holding a 
copy of the edition of the holy sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh that he had printed in Shklov (in 
the year Tav-Kuf-Mem-Alef). Rav Pinchos was initially overjoyed to receive a new edition of 
such a holy sefer, which he so greatly esteemed. However, he was soon greatly aggrieved and 
disappointed upon turning to parshas Re’eh, when he noticed that at the end of the Ohr 
HaChaim’s teachings on the pasuk in Devarim, 15:7, where he writes, “Moshiach Hashem 
shemo Chaim,” this entire statement was missing from the sefer! When Rav Pinchos asked the 
printer about this mistake why he had omitted this line, the printer explained that he had 
done so on purpose. “Everyone knows that the author meant himself, since his name is 
Chaim. How could I print such a thing?! So I left it out.”  

Rav Pinchos Koritzer was very upset. He immediately turned to parshas Naso in 
Bamidbar (5:22), and pointed to another printer’s error — yet this time, there was no mistake! 

“Here,” said Rav Pinchos to the shocked printer, Asher, “see for yourself. Your own 
signature left here in your edition!” In so saying, he pointed to the words of the Ohr 
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HaChaim describing the Gemara Sotah 18a, where it says that the Sotah is declared pure 
because she was not defiled, not from this man or another man. The words in the original, 
correct printing say, “Beyn me'ish zeh beyn me’acher.” However, the wicked printer had left his 
mark here, and instead, in his edition, it read, “Beyn MeAsher" — his name, Asher, pointing to 
his own wicked deeds and disgrace! 

(Imrei Pinchos, Volume 2, p. 59, and Alef Kesav, #683) 

nnn 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Maggid of Mezritch; 

mechaber of the sefer Kiryas Arba, (5648/1888); 

Rav Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the Netziv, (1817–1893/5653), Rosh Yeshiva

Dovor, a commentary on the Chumash; Meromei Sodeh

, on the She’eltos of Rav Achai Gaon; and 

collection of his responsa. He was born in Mir, and became the son-in-law of Rav Yitzchok, 

son of Rav Chaim of Volozhin (1749–1821) when he was fourteen years old. In 1849, upon 

the petira of Rav Yitzchok, his father-in-law, Rav Yitzchok’s older son-

Yitzchok, was appointed to succeed him. However, he passed away five years later, and the 

Rosh Yeshiva, a position he held for forty years. Volozhin was forcibly 

closed by the Russians in 1893. Rav Naftoli Tzvi was a foremost luminary of his time. 

Among his children were Rav Chaim Berlin and Rav Meir Bar-Ilan [born to two different 

Rav Avrohom Chaim Ades (1848–1925), born in Halab (Aram Soba), Syria, among the 

most ancient Jewish communities in the world. According to tradition, Jews lived there even 

before the destruction of the first Bais HaMikdosh. As a youngster, Rav Avrohom studied 

under Rav Mordecahi Abadi and Rav Ezra Tawill HaKohen. At the age of twenty, he 

married the daughter of Rav Moshe Swed, Rav of Aram Soba. In 1896, Rav Avrohom 

Yisrael and settled in Yerushalayim. Soon after his arri

Kabbola Yeshiva in the Bucharian neighborhood. Among his 

were Rav Yosef Yedid HaLevi, Rav Shlomo Refoel Laniado, Rav Ezra Chamawi, 

Rav Ezra Attia (later to become Rosh Yeshiva of Poras Yosef), and Rav Yaakov 

HaKohen Pam, Rosh Yeshiva of Torah V’Daas 

Rav Pam’s father, Rav Meir, was a product of Solobodka and Radin. As a child, Rav Pam 

studied in Kovna. His family later moved to the United States, where h

appointed to the faculty of Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin Yeshiva. The thirteen

. He became very close with the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Dovid Leibowitz, 

and Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz. After his marriage, he taught at Torah V’Daas

of Rav Moshe Feinstein, he was appointed president of 

in the United States. He was also a member of the presidium of the largest 

organization in America, Torah Umesorah. He founded the Shuvu organization for the 

of Russian children in Eretz Yisrael. He was loved by all. He is buried in Mount 

Judah Cemetery in Queens, New York, (5761/2001); 

, born in Mir to Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel. He grew up with his great

her, Rav Boruch Kamai, the Rav of Mir. He learned at Slobodka under his 

grandfather, Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel, the Alter of Slobodka, then at Kelm, where he learned 

with Rav Povarsky, then at Baranovitch, under Rav Elchonon Wasserman and 
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, a position he held for forty years. Volozhin was forcibly 

closed by the Russians in 1893. Rav Naftoli Tzvi was a foremost luminary of his time. 
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most ancient Jewish communities in the world. According to tradition, Jews lived there even 

Rav Avrohom studied 

. At the age of twenty, he 

of Aram Soba. In 1896, Rav Avrohom 
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in the Bucharian neighborhood. Among his 

, Rav Shlomo Refoel Laniado, Rav Ezra Chamawi, 

), and Rav Yaakov Katzin, 

 (1913–2001/5761). 

Rav Pam’s father, Rav Meir, was a product of Solobodka and Radin. As a child, Rav Pam 

studied in Kovna. His family later moved to the United States, where his father was 

. The thirteen-year-old began to 

, Rav Dovid Leibowitz, 

Torah V’Daas for sixty 

of Rav Moshe Feinstein, he was appointed president of Chinuch 

in the United States. He was also a member of the presidium of the largest Torah 

vu organization for the 

Yisrael. He was loved by all. He is buried in Mount 

, born in Mir to Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel. He grew up with his great-

of Mir. He learned at Slobodka under his 

of Slobodka, then at Kelm, where he learned 

with Rav Povarsky, then at Baranovitch, under Rav Elchonon Wasserman and 
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Rav Shlomo Heiman. Shortly before World War II, he immigrated to Yerushalayim and 

married the daughter of Rav Mordechai Dovid Levin, mechaber of Darchei Dovid. There, 

he worked diligently under his father for the Mir Yeshiva, (5669/1909–5764/2004). 

+ 29292929
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th
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� This day is considered Yom Kippur Kotton. Some have the minhag to fast and say selichos 

(even if they do not do this in other months), to give additional tzedoka, and to study an 

additional amount.  

� Rav Shmuel ben Rav Tzvi Salant, Rav of Yerushalayim (1816–1909/5669). Born in 

Bialystok, Russia, his father passed away soon after his birth, and he was sent to study in 

Salant, Lithuania, where it had already been arranged that he would eventually marry Toiba, 

the eldest daughter of Rav Yosef Zundel of Salant, from whom Rav Shmuel took his 

surname. Soon after his marriage, Rav Shmuel moved to Volozhin, where he was appointed 

Maggid Shiur. He moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1841. From 1848 to 1851, Rav Shmuel served 

the Yerushalayim community as a meshulach. In 1878, he was voted in as chief Ashkenazi 

Rav of Yerushalayim to replace Rav Meir Auerbach who had just passed away. Rav Shmuel 

Salant managed to unify the many groups of Azhkenazim of Yerushalayim, and to lead them 

successfully for fifty years, (5669/1909); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel Alter of Pavinitz. He went to his death in Treblinka with yishuv 

hada’as, tzidkus and prishus. He was a son of the Sfas Emes, Rav Yehuda Aryeh Leib, 

(5702/1942); 

� Rav Eliezer Zusia ben Rav Yisrael Avrohom Portugal, the Skulener Rebbe (1897–

1982/5742), from a small town, Sculeni (Skulen), in what was then northeastern Romania 

(now Ukraine). He was a talmid of the Stefanishter Rebbe. Just eighteen years of age when 

his father passed away, he became Rav of the town, a position he held for twenty years. The 

Sadigerer Rebbe persuaded the Rebbe to relocate to the large Jewish center of Czernovitz, 

home to a Jewish population numbering many thousands, to oversee Jewish education there. 

Toward the end of World War II, in March of 1945, he found himself, along with other 

Holocaust survivors and displaced persons, in the Russian-governed town of Czernovitz, 

Bukovina. Rav Portugal was particularly known for his work on behalf of Holocaust 

orphans and for his spiritual resistance against Romania’s communist government. In 1962, 

he launched the crowning glory of his life’s work – the Torah network of Chesed 

L’Avrohom in Eretz Yisrael, which eventually expanded to four Chessed homes and schools 

for hundreds of children from various tragic backgrounds, as well as a countrywide network 

of afternoon programs for children in public schools. More than fifty thousand children 

have gone through its ranks. He is buried in the Vizhnitzer Cemetery in Monsey, New York. 

His son, Rav Yisrael Avrohom, the present Skulener Rebbe, is one of the most respected 

Tzaddikim today, (5742/1982); 

� Rav Yosef Meir Twersky of Makhnovka, son of Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Geshel from 

Skvira. Machnovka is located in western Ukraine, thirteen miles SSE of Berditchev and 

ninety-six miles SW of Kiev. It is situated along the west bank of the Gnilopyat River, 

within the “Pale of Settlement” of the Russian Empire. In the census of 1897, the village of 

Makhnovka had 2,435 Jews out of a total population of 5,343 (about 45 percent). In 1939, 

the Jewish population of Makhnovka was 843. The Germans captured the town on July 14, 

1941 and on the 9th of September executed 835 Jews in the Zhezhlevsk forest. A ghetto was 
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then set up for the few hundred Jews still in the area. They were all murdered in a number 

of “Aktions” in 1942, (5617/1857); 

� Rav Shmuel Sperber (1905–1985), born in Brasov, Transylvania, where his father, Rav 

Dovid, was the Rav. As a youth, Shmuel studied in the Yeshivos of Oyber-Visheve, Hungary, 

under the tutelage of Rav Eliezer Dovid Gruenwald and Rav Mendel Hager. After receiving 

semicha and marrying, Rav Sperber lived in Iasi, Romania. In 1931, after being attacked by 

anti-Semites, he decided to leave Romania and settle in England. There, he enrolled in law 

school at the University of London and also founded a Yeshiva, Ohr Torah. With the arrival 

in England of the large transports of German-Jewish children on the eve of the Holocaust, 

Rav Sperber became actively involved in comforting and educating them. At this same time, 

Rav Sperber became active in the Mizrachi movement, and he opened a camp in North 

Wales to prepare approximately two hundred children for life on a kibbutz. Later he moved 

to Manchester, where he continued to work with youth, and then back to London to become 

an adjunct professor at the University of London. In 1971, Rav Sperber settled in Eretz 

Yisrael. One of his sons is the mechaber of a multi-volume work on the history of 

minhogim/customs and of unusual ritual objects, (5745/1985). 

+ 30303030
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� Rav Yehuda Leib Eibschutz, Rav of Lvov, (5333/1573); 

� Rav Yisrael Friedman of Boyan-Leipzig, (5711/1951); 

� Rav Dovid HaNoggid ben Rav Avrohom ben HaRambam, (5060/1300); 

� Rav Chanoch Henoch Dov of Alesk ben Rav Shmuel (5644/1884), known as the Lev 

Some’ach (Happy Heart). Rav Chanoch married Frieda Roke’ach, daughter of the first 

Belzer Rebbe, the Sar Sholom of Belz, in his first marriage. In his second marriage he was a 

son-in-law of Rav Meir ben Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev. 

+ 1111
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� Rav Yitzchok ben Rav Avrohom Shlomo, head of the Bais Din in Gadid, (5680/1920); 

� Rav Yaacov Mizrachi, Sefardi sage with the title HaTorah B’Yisrael (the Torah in Yisrael), 

(5740/1980); 

� Rav Yehoshua Zeitlin of Shklov, (5582/1822). 

+ 2222
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rd
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� Rav Yisrael Elozor Hopstein of Kozhnitz, (5726/1966); 

� Rav Yitzchok bar Sheshes, the Rivash (1326–1407/1408), was born in Valencia, the son of 

Rav Sheshes Perfet, and settled early in life at Barcelona, where he studied under Rav Perez 

HaKohen and Rav Chasdei ben Yehuda. Rav Yitzchok is considered a talmid of Rav 

Shlomo ben Rav Aderes (the Rashba) as he followed his teachings, though he actually 

studied under Rav Nissim ben Rav Reuven (known as the RaN), for whom he professed 

throughout his life the greatest veneration. He acquired a worldwide reputation as a 

Talmudic authority; Halachic inquiries were addressed to him from all quarters and he was 

considered a Sefardi Talmudic authority. He wrote commentaries on the Talmud, Torah and 

Halochos and served as Rav of Saragossa. He strongly opposed Aristotle’s approach and 

strongly discouraged the study of Kabbola. When the widespread massacres started in 1391 
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CE, Rivash fled to the safety of North Africa, settling in Algiers. There he was appointed to 

be chief Rav, a position recognized by the Algerian government.  

Generally, he led a private life, earning his livelihood in commerce until he was 

about fifty years old, when he was compelled to accept a position as a Rav. Together with 

six other prominent men of Barcelona, among whom was his younger brother, Rav Yehuda 

ben Rav Sheshes and his teacher the RaN, he was thrown into prison on a false accusation. 

After his acquittal, he accepted the Rabbinate of Saragossa. While Rav in Saragossa, there 

was conflict stirred up by the Dayan Rav Yosef ben Rav Dovid. As a consequence, he 

accepted the less important Rabbinate of Calatayud; but when he was on the point of 

leaving Saragossa the leaders of that community induced him to stay. The peace, however, 

did not remain long undisturbed, and he settled in Valencia, where he directed a Talmudical 

school. 

In 1391, the Jews of Spain suffered great persecution as a result of the preaching of 

Fernandes Martinez. Rivash saved himself by flight. After sojourning a certain time at 

Miliana he settled in Algiers, where he was received with great honor. 

A certain Spanish refugee who had settled in Algiers before him aspired to become 

the leader of the community, and, seeing in Rivash a rival, began to persecute him. To give 

Rivash the power necessary to act against this man, Rav Shaul HaKohen Astrue persuaded 

the government to appoint Rivash the Rav of Algiers. But this won for him a still more 

powerful enemy in the person of Rav Shimon ben Rav Zemah Duran (Rashbaz), who 

disapproved of any intervention on the part of the government in the affairs of the 

Rabbinate. 

Notwithstanding these events, Rivash was greatly venerated by the Algerian Jews, 

and pilgrimages to his tomb are still made on the anniversary of his Yahrzeit, since his 

petira in 1408. His tombstone was restored by the community of Algiers in 1862. 

Rivash was the mechaber of 518 responsa, to which great Halachic value is attached 

by men like Rav Yosef Caro, Rav Yaakov Berab and many others. They are also of great 

historical importance as reflecting the conditions of Jewish life in the fourteenth century. In 

some of them are to be found details of the author’s life; but unfortunately it is impossible to 

trace these chronologically, the original order of the responsa having been altered by the 

editors. 

Although Rivash was very strict in his Halachic decisions, he was far from being 

narrow-minded. He has nothing to say against secular knowledge; he disapproves of the 

study of Aristotle only because the latter professed belief in the eternity of matter and 

denied Hashem’s providence. Rivash’s responsa evidence a profound knowledge of the 

philosophical writings of his time. In one of them (No. 118) he explains the difference 

between the opinion of Rav Levi ben Rav Gershom (Ralbag) and that of Rav Avrohom ben 

Rav Dovid of Posquières (RABaD) on free will, and gives his own views on that 

complicated subject. His attitude to Kabbola was ambivalent. He advised against involving 

oneself with it unless one has received it from an adept teacher; since he had not done so, he 

wrote, he could not address its claims. 

Rivash’s responsa were first published under the title She’elos UTeshuvos, in 

Constantinople in 1546–47. A newer collection of the responsa was published under the title 

She’elos UTeshuvos HaRibash HaChadoshos by Rav Dovid Frenkl at Muncas. In addition 

to these, he wrote novellæ on the Talmud which are no longer in existence. They are 
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mentioned by him in his responsa (No. 106), and some of them, on the treatise Kesubos, are 

cited by Rav Bezalel Ashkenazi in the Shitta Mekubetzes. Rav Azulai said that he had seen a 

manuscript containing a commentary on the Torah by Rivash, (5167/5168–1407/1408); 

� Rav Eliezer ben Rav Yisrael Hager of Vizhnitz, the Damesek Eliezer, born to the Ahavas 

Yisrael of Vizhnitz, a small town in Bukovina on the eastern slopes of the Carpathian 

Mountains. He married Chava, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Meir of Kapishnitz. He is buried 

on Har HaZeisim, (1891–5706/1946); 

� Rav Avrohom Yaakov Friedman, Hy”d, of Boyan-Lvov (Lemberg), Galicia, mechaber of 

Nachalas Yaakov, third of the four sons of Rav Yitzchok of Boyan, the Pachad Yitzchok. He 

was murdered by the Nazis, (5702/1942); 

� Rav Shmuel Dovid Walkin, son of the Pinsker Rav, the Bais Aharon, Rav in Shanghai 

during World War II and after the War in Queens, New York, (5739/1979). 

+ 3333
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� Rav Moshe Charif of Pressburg, (5518/1758);  

� Rav Yissochor Dov Ber (Bertche) Leifer of Nadvorna ben Rav Yitzchok of Kalisch, a 

great-grandson of Rav Meir HaGodol of Premishlan, (5608/1848); 

� Rav Meshulom Zusia of Zhinkov, grandson of the Ohev Yisrael of Apta, (5624/1864); 

� Rav Avrohom Tzvi Eisenstadt (1813–1868). Born in Grodno, Russia, he became Rav of 

Utian. He is most famous for two publications: Pirchei Teshuva, a running commentary on 

Shulchon Aruch, and Pis’chei Teshuva, which follows the approach and format of Shaarei 

Teshuva, (5628/1868); 

� Rav Yitzchok Tzadika of Jerba, Tunisia, (5640/1880); 

� Rav Avrohom Yitzchok HaKohen Kook, chief Rav of Eretz Yisrael for nineteen years of 

his life (1865–1935), (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yeshaya Halberstam, Hy”d, of Tchetchov was the youngest son of Rav 

Chaim of Sanz through his third wife, Rochel Unger. Rav Yitzchok Yeshaya had four 

children: Hena, who married her cousin’s son, Menachem Mendel Halberstam, Yaakov 

Tzvi, who married his cousin, Chaya Sora Rosenfeld, Chaim Halberstam (1882–1956), and 

Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam (born 1905), (1864–5703/1943); 

� Rav Moshe Friedman, Hy”d, (known as “Rav Moishenyu”) of Boyan-Cracow (1881–

1943). A son of Rav Sholom Yosef of Husyatin and great-grandson of Rav Yisrael of 

Rizhin, he married his cousin, Miriam, whose father, Rav Menachem Nachum of Boyan-

Czernowitz, was the son of the Pachad Yitzchok of Boyna. After the wedding, they lived 

with the Pachad Yitzchok in Boyan for thirteen years. In 1934, Rav Meir Shapiro of Lublin 

passed away, and Rav Moishenyu replaced him. He lived in Cracow, and then Tarnow in 

1940. On the 2nd of Elul of 5703, he and seven thousand Jews of Tarnow were sealed into 

cattle cars and taken to Auschwitz; the survivors of the trip, including Rav Moishenyu, were 

gassed to death, (5703/1943); 

� Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz (1886–1948/5708). Pursuing his dream, to “dot the 

American continent with Hebrew day schools”, he founded Torah UMesorah, and he 

established his Bais Medrash l’Mechanchim in Monsey, New York, as well as Yeshiva Torah 

V’Daas. He used to ask to be called Mister Mendlowitz, to which one of the great 

Tzaddikim said, “His name is “Nister” Mendlowitz.” Rav Moshe Feinstein said that without 

him there would be no fear of Hashem in all of America, (5708/1948); 
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� Rav Sholom Eichenstein of Ziditchov-Tzfas ben Rav Osher Yeshaya, (5748/1988). 

+ 4444
thththth
    of of of of ElulElulElulElul ~ Begins Friday Night (Aug 25

th
) 

� Rav Arye Leib Teumim, mechaber of Gur Aryeh, (5591/1831); 

� Rav Yeshaya of Przedborz (1756–1831). Born in Lask, near Lodz, he was descended from 

a Rabbinical family. His great-grandfather, Rav Meir Getz, was the Rav of Lask and of 

Piotrkow. His father, Rav Meir, died when Rav Yeshaya was young, leaving no other son. 

When he was fourteen, a wealthy businessman from Przedborz took Rav Yeshaya as a son-

in-law. There, he met the Yid HaKodosh, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok. Together, they traveled to 

Lithuania to learn from the Chozeh, (5591/1831); 

� Rav Meir Simcha ben Rav Shimshon Klonymus HaKohen of Dvinsk, the Ohr Some’ach 

and Meshech Chochma (1843–1926/5686). In a famous, near-prophetic passage written 

before 1926, he presents a brilliant theory of Jewish history in exile and refers to those who 

forget their origins and think “Berlin is Yerushalayim”, and are doomed to destruction 

(B’chukosai). Rav Meir Simcha served as Rav of Dvinsk for nearly forty years. Rav Meir 

Simcha was a strong supporter of the settlement of Eretz Yisrael and greeted the Balfour 

Declaration with enthusiasm. In 1906, he was offered the position of Rav of Yerushalayim 

but bowed to the entreaties of his congregants to remain in Dvinsk, (5686/1926); 

� Rav Eliyohu Kramer, grandfather of the Vilna Gaon; 

� Rav Yechiel Fischel Eisenbach, Rosh Yeshiva of Sha’ar HaShomayim, and one of the 

greatest teachers of the teachings of the Arizal and Rashash. He was the son-in-law of Rav 

Asher Zelig Margolies, (5768/2008). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Rebbe Reb Melech in Noam Elimelech explains the reason why when we mention a 

Tzaddik who has passed on we say: Zechuso Yogen Oleinu (may his merit shield us). The Noam 
Elimelech asks: why would the Tzaddik give away his merit to someone else to shield him? 
Perhaps he would keep that merit for his own benefit in the next world! He answers that 
zechuso should not be translated as “merit” rather as zach venoki – “pure and refined”. When 
we say Zechuso Yogen Oleinu, we are asking that the purity and refinement that the Tzaddik 
underwent through his Torah study, sincerely motivated lishma – which refined him; this light 
should be drawn down over us all and stand by his generation to shield and protect us all. 
(Parshas Bo). 
 

 

Those Tzaddikim who, during their lifetimes, awakened and roused the hearts and 
souls of the Jewish people, continue to do so even after they have passed on from this world. 
(Atzei Chaim – Mishpotim). 

 

The Tzaddikim who reside in the world of truth are called Melitzei Yosher, for during 
their lifetimes they advocated on behalf of the Jewish people to protect them from all manner 
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of prosecution, and they continue to plead our case and advocate on our behalf in the next 
world, just as Chazal teach us regarding Moshe (Sota 13b) that “Moshe passed away there” 
(Devorim 34:5) and yet it says in Shemos (34:28) that he was there with Hashem? The Gemora 
answers the contradiction by saying that just as in the first place he stood and served before 
Hashem, so does he now still stand and serve before Hashem till this day, advocating on our 
behalf before Hashem just as he did in his lifetime – and so do all the Tzaddikim of each 
generation in the upper realms. (Bais Yaakov – Zechor Bris). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Avrohom Yaakov HaKohen PamRav Avrohom Yaakov HaKohen PamRav Avrohom Yaakov HaKohen PamRav Avrohom Yaakov HaKohen Pam,,,,    22228888thththth    of of of of Menachem AvMenachem AvMenachem AvMenachem Av    

Rosh Yeshiva of Torah V'Daas    

The Majesty of Man 

By: Rav Mordechai Kamenetsky  

How do you capture the essence of 
an elderly man, stricken with a devastating 
and – ultimately – fatal disease, who insists 
on attending a fundraising event, having to 
be brought by ambulance and stretcher? 
With every last ounce of his failing strength 
he dressed in his Shabbos finery and left 
his home for the sake of ten thousand 
children he had never seen with his eyes 
but had touched with his heart and soul.  

How do you write believable stories 
of a man who would cry bitter tears when 
hearing the plight of individuals in need? 

 How do you convey the essence of a 
person whose mesiras nefesh (self-
sacrifice) for Torah transcended the 
constraints of his aged and stricken body?  

No one who was privileged to meet 
Rav Avrohom Pam, the Rosh Yeshiva 
(dean) of Brooklyn’s Yeshiva Torah 
V’Daas, will ever forget the warm smile 
that sparkled for every person: the strong 
or weak, rich or poor, observant or those 
searching to find the correct path.  

 

 

In the Beginning  

Rav Pam was appointed a Maggid 
Shiur (Talmudic lecturer) in Torah V’Daas 
in 1939. With secularism running rampant 
even in the Orthodox community, 
motivating young Jewish American boys to 
follow their spiritual heritage in those days 
was a daunting challenge. But the future 
Rosh Yeshiva excelled in doing just that. To 
him, every talmid was a world unto 
himself.  

Once, one of Rav Pam’s talmidim 
was caught secretly studying math during a 
Gemora class. The talmid explained that he 
was afraid that he had not mastered the 
subject and was going to fail a test. Instead 
of taking offense at the slight, Rav Pam 
assured the boy that if he would study the 
day’s Gemora lesson with diligence, then 
he himself would tutor him after class. 
Math, as it just so happened, was an area of 
the Rav’s expertise.  

Rav Pam’s talmidim were truly like 
his children. Rav Moshe Francis, a founder 
of the Chicago Community Kollel, which 
has had a major impact on the 
strengthening of Jewish observance and 
scholarship in the Midwest, remembers 
that he was once speaking with Rav Pam at 
a wedding when someone asked, “Is this 
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your son?”  

Rav Pam did not hesitate. “K’ben,” 
he responded. “Like a son.”  

 

Life Partner  

In 1943, Rav Pam married Sora 
Balmuth. Although Rav Pam often 
expressed his gratitude for having chosen 
the right path in life, there was one choice 
that he forever emphasized to his 
talmidim, in a manner exceeding any 
other. He always expressed great gratitude 
to the Creator for having merited a 
Rebbetzin who tended to his every need, 
enabling him to pursue a life filled with 
divine service and Torah study.  

The Rebbetzin put order to the 
thousands of requests for appointments, 
advice and letters of approbation. Rav Pam 
constantly expressed his gratitude for her 
ever-present care and concern, not only for 
the physical amenities of his daily life, but 
for enabling him to grow in spirituality as 
well.  

The Rosh Yeshiva’s emphasis on the 
importance of mutual respect in marriage 
found expression in his gentle reminders to 
talmidim to celebrate their wedding 
anniversaries every year, and without fail.  

When Yosi Heber, a close talmid of 
Rav Pam, became engaged, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was one of the first to be called 
with the good news. Immediately, Yosi was 
asked if a date had been set for the 
wedding. It was August 22. “Why, that’s my 
anniversary!” exclaimed the Rosh Yeshiva. 
“It will be easy to remember!” Not one to 
forget an important date or miss an 
opportunity, Rav Heber made it his 
practice to send out an anniversary card to 
Rav Pam and his Rebbetzin every year 
thereafter. As the years passed, he made a 
point of sharing his nachas, joy, with the 
Pams and included a picture of the children 
as each addition to his family arrived.  

In Rav Pam’s final year, the card was 

sent out a bit early. During shiva (the 
seven-day period of mourning) the 
Rebbetzin motioned to Rav Yosi Heber, 
that she had something to tell him.  

“I wanted you to know that I 
mentioned to Rav Pam on Tuesday, that I 
received your anniversary card. I took it to 
the hospital and read it to the Rosh Yeshiva 
and he reacted to it. It was the last time he 
reacted to anything!”  

A small, inconsequential thing like 
an anniversary when used correctly can 
become another solid brick in the 
foundation of a marriage and the 
development of future generations. This 
was another aspect of the Rosh Yeshiva’s 
ability to take the small and commonplace 
things in life and elevate them to tools of 
greatness.  

Well after midnight, after the 
devastating news of the Rosh Yeshiva’s 
passing reached the world, some of Rav 
Pam’s closest talmidim made their way to 
the house to join the Rebbetzin and offer 
whatever solace they could. Upon entering 
the house, they were shocked to discover 
the Rebbetzin at work on her ironing 
board. To their astonishment, she 
responded, “I am simply ironing Rav Pam’s 
tallis and kittel for the burial tomorrow. I 
know it’s late at night, but this is my last 
chance to honor him.”  

 

The Quintessential Humble Man  

Rav Pam never wore the traditional 
frock (Prince Albert coat) of a Rosh Yeshiva 
and always wore a simple fedora, not a 
Hamburg or up-brim hat, as most Yeshiva 
deans wear.  

Rav Pam would leave his hat in the 
public cloakroom of Mesivta Torah 
V’Daas, alongside those of his talmidim. 
Once, he innocently took his hat, not 
realizing someone, obviously not knowing 
to whom it belonged, had mistakenly 
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balanced his coffee mug on its back brim.  

The mug immediately came flying 
down from the shelf, shattering in a 
cacophony of ceramic shards. Without 
hesitating, Rav Pam went to get a broom 
and shovel. He insisted on sweeping up the 
mess by himself. Then, he went to the local 
hardware store to get a replacement mug. 
He could not find the exact matching color 
and so he wrote a note. In his meticulously 
crafted expression and perfect lettering, he 
attached this message to the mug:  

I was negligent in my actions 
and I shattered your mug. I 
have bought this one to 
replace it. I hope that you 
forgive me. In the event that 
this replacement does not 
suffice, please contact me as 
soon as possible to arrange 
compensation.  

The note was signed simply: 
Avrohom Pam.  

(Author’s note: The note from Rav 
Pam was cherished by the mug’s owner, 
much more than the replaced mug. It is 
framed and hangs on his wall!)  

Rav Pam had learned for himself 
and taught others that you never lose by 
keeping quiet.  

Of course, that viewpoint only 
applied to personal honor; when it came to 
Chillul Hashem, there was never a moment 
of silence!  

Many years ago, Rav Pam and his 
Rebbetzin made their only visit to Eretz 
Yisrael together. They stayed in 
Yerushalayim, but when Rav Pam visited 
Bnei Brak, the Ponovezh Yeshiva was 
holding its annual Yarchei Kalla summer 
program. Rav Pam saw this opportunity to 
sit and study in virtual anonymity, and 
decided to stay in the Yeshiva setting.  

The Pams moved into the dorm 
specially set up for the Yarchei Kalla 
families, and for two weeks, Rav Pam sat 
and learned. After two weeks, he was 

invited to a lifecycle event in the Ponovezh 
Dining Room, when he saw some people 
whispering. Then, suddenly a distinguished 
man approached.  

“Torah V’Daas Rosh Yeshiva, please 
sit up front at the head table.”  

The next morning, realizing that his 
identity was compromised, he and his wife 
returned immediately to Yerushalayim.  

 

Leadership  

Rav Pam would lead the charge of 
Torah sages who decried improper 
business practices or fraudulent dealings 
with government agencies. He did not 
differentiate between stealing on an 
individual, institutional or governmental 
level. It was all prohibited and he let it be 
known, emphatically and insistently.  

Though he was often the featured 
speaker at conventions of Agudas Yisrael 
and other important venues with the ears 
of people focused on his every word – when 
he left the podium, he was as always the 
humble giant and master of simplicity.  

A talmid recalls how he was in a car 
with Rav Pam and a talmid his own age, 
who was also named Avrohom. His stop 
came first and upon leaving the car he 
turned to his peer, wishing him, “Good 
night, Avrohom.”  

Rav Pam, unfazed at being 
addressed so informally and not realizing 
that the message was intended for the other 
talmid, simply smiled and returned the 
farewell. “Good night to you, too.”  

 

Shuvu  

In 1990, when the floodgates of the 
Soviet Union burst open, Jewry was faced 
with the prospect of hundreds of thousands 
of souls potentially being lost to secular 
oblivion. Rav Avrohom Yosef Leizerson of 
the Chinuch Atzmai organization recalls 
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years later that he was present at the 
annual Agudas Yisrael convention that 
year and was among those who spoke to 
the Rosh Yeshiva of the spiritual disaster 
facing the children.  

At that year’s keynote session, Rav 
Pam made an impassioned plea to begin a 
network of schools in Eretz Yisrael for the 
children of these Russian immigrants.  

That Motzo’ei Shabbos, he convened 
a meeting of the wealthy and influential 
participants at that year’s convention.  

On the way to the meeting, he met a 
talmid, whom he would later call a 
“partner” and a “friend”, Rav Avrohom 
Biderman. He brought him along to the 
meeting. It was at that meeting that Shuvu 
was born, and then and there Rav Pam 
appointed Rav Avrohom Biderman as 
chairman.  

Rav Pam lived and breathed Shuvu. 
It became his focus and his nachas over the 
course of the last decade of his life.  

Laymen ready to donate five or ten 
thousand dollars to Shuvu would increase 
their contributions tenfold after hearing 
Rav Pam’s impassioned pleas.  

Rav Pam would often cajole laymen 
to give tzedoka with self-sacrifice. He once 
told Rav Sidney Glenner of Chicago that the 
challenge of the last generation was, 
quoting the words of the central Shema 
tefilla, b’chol nafshecha – giving up one’s 
life. The challenge of this generation is 
b’chol m’odecha – giving up one’s money 
for the causes of Torah.  

Outlook  

There were a few expressions that 
bothered Rav Pam. He did not like it when 
people would talk about the amahliger 
yohren, the good old days, when everything 
was so pure.  

He felt that we must do our best to 
improve our generation without deriding it. 
And, if someone felt that it was once better, 
he did not want him lamenting the fact. 
Rather, he wanted to see him act in a way 

that would raise the level of this 
generation.  

He stressed the need to be exacting 
when speaking. He asked his talmidim to 
refrain from the vernacular that infiltrated 
the Yeshiva world from the street. He felt it 
was unbecoming for them to express 
themselves in a less than articulate 
manner, and once told the boys that they 
should remove “whatchamacallit” from 
their vocabularies.  

A close talmid approached him after 
one lecture. “What is wrong with 
‘whatchamacallit’?” he asked.  

“It shows you are not thinking,” he 
replied.  

As a young man, Rav Pam was 
traveling home on the New Lots Avenue 
subway line when he spotted a five-dollar 
bill lying face down.  

He mentioned the find to his wife, 
who responded, “Perhaps we can purchase 
a special treat with the new-found money.”  

Rav Pam hesitated. “I cannot. How 
can we enjoy something special when there 
is someone out there who is broken-
hearted?”  

Rav Moshe Francis, dean of 
Chicago’s Community Kollel, remembers 
how an impoverished man came to Rav 
Pam toward the end of a study session in 
the Yeshiva. He closed his Gemora, and 
told his talmid, “This is a mitzva that will 
not be performed by anyone else here. 
Therefore, I must stop studying the Torah.”  

He then excused himself and took 
the man home for a meal.  

A man once came to Rav Pam in 
desperate straits. He asked the Rosh 
Yeshiva to contact certain philanthropists 
on his behalf. Rav Pam responded that he 
had just called them all for other charities. 
He was unable to help the man. He gave 
him what he could from his own money 
and the man left.  

Less than half an hour later, the man 
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realized he had left something in Rav Pam’s 
study. When he came back he found Rav 
Pam crying over his inability to help the 
poor man.  

 

Honesty  

It was a late wedding and Rav Pam, 
who did not have a driver, was one of the 
last to leave. It was a blustery winter night. 
As no one who stayed offered him a ride, he 
shared a taxi with a talmid who later 
related this story:  

The cab driver started to drive away 
from the hall when Rav Pam noticed that 
the man had not turned up the meter flag. 
The ride would therefore not be recorded 
into the travel log. Assuming that it was an 
oversight, the Rosh Yeshiva mentioned that 
the meter was not running.  

“My boss,” the driver exclaimed, 
“he’s a ganev (thief)! I should make a lot 
more than he offers me. It’s okay to 
moonlight once in a while, even if I am on 
his time! Anyway, what’s the difference to 
you? The fare is twelve bucks. Do you mind 
if I keep all of it?”  

Rav Pam was adamant – it was not 
honest.  

“Listen,” said the driver. “It’s my 
way or the highway. I saw you shivering on 
this freezing night. I stopped. I picked you 
up and I’m takin’ you home. Let me just do 
my thing. What does it bother you if I make 
some spare cash?”  

Rav Pam sighed. “I’ll tell you what. 
Run the meter. I will pay you double. Give 
your boss what is coming to him and keep 
the same amount for yourself.”  

The driver agreed. At the end of the 
trip the meter showed twelve dollars. Rav 
Pam paid him twenty-four dollars and gave 
him a tip of two dollars.  

 

 

Every Child, an Entire World  

Rav Simcha Lefkowitz, Associate 
Dean of Yeshiva of South Shore, related 
that a few years ago, the Yeshiva had to 
dismiss a particular talmid for an action 
that clearly defied the Yeshiva’s standards 
and policies.  

Pressure from the parenting 
committee and others could not influence 
the staff, which had thought long and hard 
before rendering their decision.  

The young man had heard his 
teachers, Rav Leib Wolf, and Rav Yehuda 
Horowitz, constantly talk about the 
greatness of their Rebbe, Rav Pam. And so, 
on the slight chance that Rav Pam would 
hear his story, the young man called the 
Rosh Yeshiva who instructed him to come 
to Torah V’Daas an hour before mincha.  

The boy was brought before the 
Rosh Yeshiva, where, frankly and openly, 
he told him what he had done and the 
ramifications of his actions. Rav Pam 
chided him strongly about his indiscretion 
and left him thoroughly chagrined.  

Then they broke for davening.  

Once the services ended, Rav Pam 
changed his demeanor. “I see that you are 
truly an ehrlicher bochur – devout lad – 
and you will start anew.” The boy, by now 
repentant and unable to speak, nodded his 
head and Rav Pam agreed to help.  

The next day, Rav Lefkowitz was 
sitting in his office when the phone rang.  

The soft voice on the other end of 
the line said, “This is Avrohom Pam.” The 
Rosh Yeshiva went on to ask that the boy 
be returned to the Yeshiva despite the 
ramifications the administration 
anticipated. “It is on my head.”  

Rav Lefkowitz needed no cajoling. 
After all, he mused, it is not often that a 
member of the Council of Torah Sages calls 
on behalf of a talmid he has only met once 
in his life!  

The postscript is vintage Rav Pam. 
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The talmid went on to become a prized 
pupil in the Yeshiva, won the valedictory 
award for religious studies, and became an 
outstanding talmid in one of the most 
prestigious Yeshivos in Eretz Yisrael after 
he graduated from the South Shore 
Mesivta, Ateres Yaakov.  

There was once a child who was 
unable to advance to the next grade level, 
as his skills were way below that of his 
anticipated grade level. There was no way 
the principal would allow the boy to 
advance into first grade. The frantic mother 
called Rav Pam, who in turn called the 
principal.  

“If a tutor would bring him up to 
grade level over the summer, would you 
allow him to enter first grade?” As soon as 
the principal agreed, Rav Pam arranged for 
a talmid of the Yeshiva to spend the 
summer learning with the child, for which 
Rav Pam paid from his own pocket.  

 

At the End  

Rav Pam’s efforts in his final public 
appearance surpass any human capacity.  

It took him literally two hours to 
dress and come to greet the gathering, all 
for the sake of the future of the children of 
Shuvu.  

Though many will remember his 
strong demeanor, his light gait and 
uplifting spirit before his terrible illness, no 
one will ever forget his indefatigable self-
sacrifice throughout the last years of his 
life. His determination and zeal for 
spreading the divine Word in spite of his 
waning strength will give us strength for 
endless generations. His ethical teachings 
will remind all of us to walk in his ways, a 
true example of the ultimate walking in the 
ways of the Torah.  

The tragic news emanated from the 
hospital room in Brooklyn, packed with 
talmidim and family members, and 
reverberated throughout the Torah world 

that whole night. Rav Pam had returned his 
soul to his Creator.  

Tens of thousands traveled to 
Yeshiva Torah V’Daas to pay homage to 
this Torah giant.  

As per his request, there were no 
eulogies, only Tehillim and expressions of 
gratitude spoken by his oldest son, Rav 
Aharon.  

May his memory be a blessing and 
may he be a heavenly advocate for Klal 
Yisrael.  

Rav Mordechai Kamenetzky is the 
Rosh Mesivta (Dean of the high school) of 
the Yeshiva of South Shore. He is also the 
mechaber of Torah.org’s weekly Parsha 
Parables (Drasha) shiur. 

www.torah.org/features/firstperson/ravpam1.html  

 

A True Jewish Leader 

By: Rav Avi Shafran  

Late the evening of August 16, 2001, 
the Jewish world became immeasurably 
poorer. Though most Jews may never have 
heard of Rav Avrohom Pam, who returned 
his soul to his Creator that night, he was 
beloved and revered for decades 
throughout the Orthodox community as 
one of the truly great spiritual leaders of 
our generation.  

The funeral, mere hours after “Rav 
Pam”, as he was known, departed this 
world, drew thousands to Torah V’Daas, 
the Yeshiva he led for over three decades in 
the Flatbush neighborhood of Brooklyn. 
The building, where his body lay, was 
packed to overflowing, and the crowd 
spilled over into the streets below. 

The powerful attendance – despite 
the fact that much of Brooklyn’s Orthodox 
community summers in the Catskill 
Mountains, three to four hours’ drive away 
– reflected the special nature of the man 
those who had gathered had come to 
honor.  
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The funeral was not lengthy; the 
deceased – not surprisingly to anyone who 
knew him – had left explicit orders that 
there be no eulogies. There was recitation 
of several chapters of Tehillim, one of Rav 
Pam’s sons said a few tearful words and the 
long funeral procession made its way to a 
Queens cemetery where the Rosh Yeshiva 
and member of the Council of Torah Sages 
was laid to rest.  

In times like ours, authority and 
importance are often measured in 
newspaper column-inches; success, in 
stock portfolios; and influence, by the 
phone numbers in one’s electronic 
organizer. There are parallel universes, 
however, with very different laws of nature, 
and the Orthodox world is one.  

Rav Pam lived humbly, both in 
demeanor and in trappings. He was a 
physically small man who lived in a small 
house and spoke in a small voice. Yet tens 
of thousands of Jews considered him a 
Godol – literally, “large,” a spiritual giant.  

They regarded his words as gems to 
be gathered, even when his message 
consisted of criticism. For his listeners 
knew – from his reputation, his demeanor 
and the unmistakable pain on his face – 
that Rav Pam’s exclusive motivations were 
fear of Hashem and love for fellow Jews.  

Before thousands at an Agudas 
Yisrael convention, he movingly bemoaned 
what he perceived to be an erosion of 
sholom bayis – “peace in the home” – 
among Jewish families. Jewish children 
can only breathe and thrive, he said quietly, 
his heart in every word, in “an atmosphere 
of harmony and sweetness”, and spouses 
must always show the deepest respect for 
one another.  

“Where,” he asked his listeners, “is 
the feeling for the mother of one’s own 
children, for the father of one’s own 
children?”  

Honesty and integrity were also 
recurrent themes of Rav Pam’s. Too ill to 

attend the Agudas Yisrael national 
convention toward the end of his life, he 
nevertheless “addressed” the crowd in a 
pre-recorded video appearance on large 
screens positioned throughout the huge 
convention center.  

While he cautioned against being 
judgmental of others and noted the 
extreme financial pressures that bear so 
heavily on many Orthodox families and 
institutions, he decried financial 
wrongdoings on the part of Orthodox Jews 
as a “desecration of Hashem’s name”.  

It makes no difference, he 
continued, whether one is acting as an 
individual or on behalf of an institution, or 
whether one is dealing with a fellow Jew, a 
non-Jew or a government. Meticulous 
honesty, he told the packed but hushed 
room, is the mandate of every Jew, and 
must be the hallmark of everyone claiming 
to be observant.  

He reminded his listeners that the 
Gemora teaches that the first question a 
Jew is asked in the World to Come is: “Did 
you conduct your financial dealings with 
emuna [integrity]?” Emuna, he went on to 
explain, also means “faith”, alluding to the 
fact that faith in our Creator as the source 
of our daily bread is antithetical to acting 
dishonestly.  

Rav Pam’s deep concern for proper 
behavior encompassed the personal realm 
no less. Once, standing in his Yeshiva’s 
hallway, he seemed distraught. When asked 
what the matter was, he sadly recounted 
how he had just heard one of the boys say, 
“Shut up.” And he wouldn’t even 
pronounce the offensive phrase; he spelled 
it out, in a whisper.  

Perhaps above all, he was powerfully 
dedicated to making authentic Jewish 
education available to all Jewish children – 
the “jewels in the crown” of Hashem, as he 
once wrote. Thus he worked tirelessly on 
behalf of Jewish educational causes both in 
the United States and in Eretz Yisrael, 
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prime among them an organization he 
personally founded, Shuvu. It provides 
young immigrants to Eretz Yisrael, largely 
from the former Soviet Union, with a 
comprehensive Jewish education in an 
open and loving environment, helping both 
the children and their parents reconnect 
with their Jewish religious heritage.  

The guest of honor at Shuvu’s tenth 
anniversary dinner mere months ago, Rav 
Pam was presented with a scroll that, when 
it was unfurled, stretched clear across the 
large banquet hall. It contained a 
paragraph of heartfelt appreciation for the 
Rav – and the signatures of the ten 
thousand boys and girls enrolled in Shuvu 
schools in Eretz Yisrael.  

A Jewish tradition has it that worthy 
individuals, even after their petiros, are 
able to intercede with Hashem on behalf of 
the Jewish people. All Jews, whether they 
knew of Rav Pam during his life or not, 
would do well to recognize the profound 
loss to us all that his petira represents. But 
all of us can take some comfort as well in 
the fact that he will surely be a meilitz 
yosher, an interceder of integrity on behalf 
of his people during these troubled and 
frightening Jewish times. 

Am Echad Resources  

Rav Avi Shafran serves as director of public affairs for Agudath 

Eretz Yisrael of America.  

www.torah.org/features/firstperson/ravpam2.html 

 

My own personal meeting and 
experience with Rav Pam was on Purim 
many years ago. I was taken by one of my 
Rebbeim, Rav Jay Yaakov Schwartz 
(formerly Mora DeAsra of Oceanside LI, 
but today of Beit Shemesh, Eretz Yisrael) 
for a berocha from Rav Pam. I was a 
chutzpadik American teenager, so what did 
I ask for? A berocha that I should be zoche 
to be able to learn Kol HaTorah Kulah! 
And the Tzaddik smiled, warmly clutched 
my hand and gave that to me! It was on 

Purim, a time that tefillos can be answered, 
and to this day I believe it is the source for 
any hatzlocha I have in learning.  

I had a kind of closure which came 
full circle when years later I attended the 
Siyum HaShas together with Rav Schwartz 
and many other Oceansiders and Rav Pam 
was the speaker who introduced Maseches 
Berochos, the only mesechta I had made a 
siyum on at the time. He began with the 
first Tosafos in Shas, something I had 
studied over and over (since I didn’t know 
much else), and I was amazed and literally 
speechless when the answers I had written 
to Tosafos’s questions many months ago, 
after hours of review and diligence, were 
what Rav Pam was saying, and, in the name 
of the Pnei Yehoshua! Until this day I 
attribute that experience solely to his 
berocha. I had come full circle. 

 

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Pam was born 
in Vidz, a small village in Lithuania. His 
father, Rav Meir, was an exceptional Torah 
scholar. Rav Pam would tell his family and 
talmidim that his father almost never went 
to bed. He would learn until he dozed off 
from fatigue, and would wake up in the 
middle of the night and return to his 
studies. His mother was a learned and 
pious woman. Rav Pam would say about 
her that since she was incapable of seeing 
bad in people, she never could speak ill of 
anyone. She was also fluent in the entire 
Tanach and was expert at using its lessons 
to comfort the downtrodden. 

Rav Meir Pam first learned in 
Knesses Bais Yitzchok, and later in the 
Chofetz Chaim’s Kollel Kodoshim, where 
two of his colleagues were Rav Elchonon 
Wasserman and Rav Yosef Kahaneman, the 
future Ponevezher Rav. Rav Kahaneman 
later was the Rav of Vidz for a while, and 
invited Rav Meir to give lectures in the 
Yeshiva there. In 1927, Rav Meir Pam came 
to the United States. After securing 
positions as a Talmud lecturer in Yeshiva 
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Rav Chaim Berlin and as Rav of the Bais 
Medrash HaGodol in Brownsville, he 
brought over his family.  

When Rav Avrohom Pam was eleven 
years old, his parents sent him away from 
home to a Yeshiva. There was a time when 
he slept on a bench in the local shul, but 
nothing deterred him from learning as long 
and intensely as he could. He was part of a 
special group of youngsters in Slabodka, 
where he became a frequent Shabbos guest 
of Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky. It was a warm 
relationship that was to be resumed many 
years later when Rav Kamenetzky became 
Rosh Yeshiva in Torah V’Daas. 

When Rav Pam returned to America 
he became a talmid in Torah V’Daas in 
Brooklyn. He remained there for the rest of 
his life. Rav Pam’s teaching career began at 
Yeshiva Torah V’Daas in 1938, when was 
appointed a Talmudic lecturer there. 
Holding various teaching positions at 
Torah V’Daas, Rav Pam spent over sixty 
years there, including even teaching 
mathematics, utilizing his degree from City 
College. For many years he delivered the 
semicha class to talmidim studying toward 
Rabbinic ordination. 

Rav Pam was totally unassuming in 
his dress, his speech, as well as in his 
mannerisms. Rav Pam was a great 
Talmudic scholar, but he was famous for 
his humility and soft-spoken style. He was 
one of the great spiritual leaders of our 
generation and a member of the Council of 
Torah Sages of Agudas Yisrael. 

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Pam had 
tremendous concern for families in Eretz 
Yisrael and the Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes 

Salant charity fund. Rav Pam is a signatory 
on the historic 1979 Kol Koreh (broadside) 
on behalf of Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes Salant, 
together with such Torah giants as Rav 
Moshe Feinstein, Rav Yaakov Yisrael 
Kanievsky the “Steipler”, Rav Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach, Rav Elozor Simcha 
Wasserman, Rav Dovid Povarsky, Rav 
Yechiel Michel Feinstein, Rav Moshe 
Shmuel Shapiro, Rav Shmuel Birnbaum 
and many, many others. May their memory 
be a blessing to all.  
www.Ravmeirbaalhaneis.com/Rav%20Avrohom%20Yaakov%20Pa

m.asp  

 

Rav Avrohom Pam: “Then They Will 
Call Me Humble” 

One time someone introduced Rav 
Avrohom Pam, the Rosh Yeshiva of Torah 
V’Daas, with all sorts of flattering 
comments, including calling him the Godol 
HaDor. Rav Pam got up and gave his 
speech without making any remarks about 
the introduction.  

Afterward, someone close to him 
approached him and asked his normally 
humble Rebbe why he did not protest or at 
least deflect any of the comments made 
about him. Rav Pam answered that at that 
point, the only thing it would have 
accomplished was that people would have 
said, “He is so humble as well!” 

May this great Tzaddik be a lesson 
and inspiration in true humility!  

www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/Rav-Avrohom-

Pam-Then-They-Will-Call-Me-Humble/3228 

    

Rav Naphtali TzviRav Naphtali TzviRav Naphtali TzviRav Naphtali Tzvi    Yehuda ben Yaakov BerlinYehuda ben Yaakov BerlinYehuda ben Yaakov BerlinYehuda ben Yaakov Berlin,,,,    22228888thththth    of of of of Menachem AvMenachem AvMenachem AvMenachem Av    
Netziv of Volozhin    

Keviyas Itim = Shalom Bayis 

Rebbe Meir used to say: Engage 
minimally in business and occupy yourself 

with Torah (Avos 4:12) 

When Rav Ovadiah Yosef used to 
teach this Mishna from Pirkei Avos he 



33 � Reeh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

would illustrate it with the following story 
found in the sefer Mekor Baruch - Volume 
III page 843: 

There once came before the Netziv a 
friend who was known all about as a 
tremendously successful businessman. The 
friend told the Netziv with a sorrowful sigh, 
“I must reveal before you the truth, 
everyone knows me for my financial 
success and my material well-being, and 
honestly thank Hashem, I can testify that 
regarding my friendships, my livelihood 
and my business I have no complaints. I 
have many friends, business associates and 
contacts and my standing in society is 
good. I have a successful business and 
everything seems to be running just fine. 
Yes, that is until I cross the threshold and 
enter my home which I cannot call my 
domain! No sooner do I come home that I 
find myself downcast, downtrodden, alone, 
forsaken and forgotten! My wife ignores my 
needs, she treats me like a useless good for 
nothing. She never asks my opinion on any 
matters, instead she rules our house like a 
Queen. She is strong willed whereas I am 
by nature kinder and softer, she displays 
might and I am bending and soft spoken. 
All the servants have by now fallen in line 
to her manner of running the home. They 
all follow her orders and hers only, leaving 
me on the sidelines like a spectator whose 
presence has no meaning or consequence - 
I feel like I am living alone in my own 
personal Gehinom – Oh, please help me 
and advise me what to do to regain my 
standing at home and my wife’s respect, 
love and care?” 

The Netziv asked his sad friend to 
describe his daily schedule and his friend 
filled his ears with a busy day full of 
business meetings, lunches, deals and so on 
and so forth. “Don’t you have any free 
time?” asked the Netziv surprised. “No, my 
business is so busy I have no time left in my 
day for anything unrelated,” declared the 
friend. “And what about your Torah 
study?” inquired the Netziv, who knew full 

well that his friend knew how to learn and 
could study Torah if he so wished. The 
friend hemmed and hawed and admitted 
that he had been neglecting his Torah 
study. “Now let me advise you thus,” 
continued the Netziv, “it says in Mishlei 
16:17, that when Hashem is pleased with a 
man’s ways then also his enemies shall 
make peace with him as well. Now Chazal 
tell us in the Midrash that the enemies 
described here refer to none other than his 
wife. As it says in Micha 7:6, a man’s 
enemies are the people of his household 
and a man’s wife is his very household as it 
says in Shabbos 118b and Tosfos in 
Berachos 51a, that tells us that as the wife 
runs most household matters, she is called 
the Bayis.  

Now we know that in Bereishis, 
Adam’s wife Chava is described as Ezer 
KeNegdo, and in Yevamos 63a, Chazal say 
that if he merits she is an ezer and 
helpmate and if not she is kenegdo against 
him. Further, we know in Sotah 17a, that 
Chazal also tell us that if a man and wife 
are at peace - the Shechina resides with 
them and if not a fire consumes them. Now 
you see clearly what your problem is don’t 
you? In order that Hashem find your ways 
pleasant so that your enemy wife should 
make peace with you - you must establish 
and set aside times for Torah study. When 
you are kovea itim leTorah, then Hashem 
will find your ways pleasing once again. 
Now, rearrange your daily schedule around 
your study sessions and see the results and 
fruits of your labor as your wife will once 
again know her place. I can tell you,” added 
the Netziv in conclusion “that from my own 
personal experience, only when I acquired 
my proper portion in Torah did my 
standing at home with my wife change to 
its proper way and manner.” 

 After the Netziv passed away, this 
friend and businessman visited the Netziv’s 
son Rav Chaim Berlin and told him this 
story while holding his hands, clasping 
them warmly and kissing them 
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affectionately, “Your father’s advice saved 
my life, my standing. My marriage slowly 
but surely became blessed by Hashem and 
my Shalom Bayis was restored and my 

standing repaired. My house now runs with 
the foundations of Torah and Mitzvos, I 
owe your father everything!” (Anaf Etz 
Avos, pages 270-272) 

    

Rav Shmuel Salant of YerushalayimRav Shmuel Salant of YerushalayimRav Shmuel Salant of YerushalayimRav Shmuel Salant of Yerushalayim,,,,    22229999
thththth
    of Menachem Avof Menachem Avof Menachem Avof Menachem Av    

A gem that is unique in its 
multifaceted beauty is not left long at the 
jewelers. The first buyer with a keen eye 
recognizes its worth and is ready to pay 
dearly for it. Rav Shmuel Salant was taken 
as a chosson already at the age of ten, for 
his exceptional talents were already well 
known. 

His humility perhaps outweighed his 
greatness. In accordance with Rav 
Shmuel’s wishes, the only praise written on 
his headstone on Har HaZeisim is that he 
was given a written semicha by Rav Abele, 
the famous Dayan of Vilna, though it is not 
noted there that this was when he was just 
bar mitzva! 

As a seven-
year-old, he was 
once ill and in bed. 
The doctor who 
checked him saw 
that his mouth was 
full of blisters. 
Turning to the boy’s 
parents, the doctor 
explained that if the 
tongue isn’t clean, 
it’s a sure sign of a malfunctioning 
stomach. 

“Is there anyone who can truly say 
his mouth is clean?” retorted the sick child. 
“Chazal tell us in the Gemora Bova Basra 
that most people are guilty of theft and 
everyone of loshon hora!” 

 

Throughout the seventy years of his 
Rabbonus in Yerushalayim, Rav Shmuel 
was to the public as a loving father, and 

even more, a faithful servant. The Rav was 
always available and reception hours were 
an unknown. In fact, he placed his table 
close to the door so that whoever would 
need him, at any hour, would just come to 
the door and find the Rav ready to hear a 
shaila or listen to a Jew’s troubles. 

When he was asked why he did not 
set aside specific times for receiving the 
public, the Rav replied, “A person must 
emulate the ways of HaKodosh Boruch Hu. 
We say every day in Bircas HaMozon that 
Hashem feeds us and provides all our 
needs, tomid bechol yom uvechol eis 
uvechol sho’oh – “always, every day, every 
time and every hour”. Am I more important 
than HaKodosh Boruch Hu?” 

 

The first, and perhaps longest-
lasting, innovation of Rav Shmuel Salant in 
Yerushalayim was the establishment of the 
Talmud Torah system for boys that we 
know today worldwide. 

Rav Shmuel had noticed that not all 
the Jewish boys received a formal 
education. Those parents who could afford 
it would hire a melamed to teach a few boys 
together. Often they would learn in the 
melamed’s house in a small room, under 
cramped conditions, with not enough 
seforim. Meanwhile, those children whose 
parents had no means with which to pay a 
private melamed would wander aimlessly 
in the streets. 

Grasping the situation and 
perceiving the dangers therein to the boys’ 
spiritual growth, Rav Shmuel gathered 
together all the parents of the city and 
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presented a novel idea: the Rav would 
appoint a melamed who would teach all 
children, irrespective of their parents’ 
financial means. He would be paid a 
regular wage, which would be the Rav’s 
responsibility. Aside from this, he, Rav 
Shmuel, would rent a suitable building so 
that classes could be carried out in spacious 
rooms. 

Within a short time, all the children 
of Yerushalayim, rich and poor alike, were 
learning under the new Talmud Torah 
system. The Rav personally saw to every 
detail, even checking the boys’ school bags, 
to check that they all had food. When he 
saw one that was bare of even a piece of 
bread, he would place some nourishing 
food into the bag. 

With the new cheder, the standard 
of Torah was raised dramatically in 
Yerushalayim. From these youngsters grew 
the new generation of Talmidei 
Chachomim in Yerushalayim, a generation 
that looks back with pride to the institution 
that built them. The mosad named Eitz 
Chaim still stands proudly today in the 
center of Yerushalayim and continues to 
educate the coming doros, to learn and to 
love Torah. (Editor’s Note: My father 
learned in Eitz Chaim as a child and some 
of his fondest memories took place within 
its walls). 

 

In Yerushalayim, anecdotes and 
accounts of Rav Shmuel Salant’s sharp 
wisdom abound. 

The Rav was once standing at the 
door of his house and, upon seeing a man 
passing by, he beckoned to him to come in. 
As soon as the man had entered, the Rav 
locked the door securely. Quickly, he 
instructed a member of his family to 
summon two Dayonim and a sofer who 
lived in the vicinity. When all were present, 
the Rav raised his voice sternly at the 
bewildered man. “Tell me your name and 

that of your wife and instruct the sofer to 
write a bill of divorce for your wife.” 

The stranger composed himself and 
blatantly denied everything. “Forgive me, 
kvod HaRav, I think the Rav is mistaken. I 
am not married and have no wife to 
divorce. I have no idea what the Rav is 
talking about.” 

Ignoring his glib talk, the Rav began 
to shout, “Give your wife a valid get, 
according to Halocha! You’ll meet a bitter 
end if you do not heed my words!” 

After a few minutes, the man’s 
facade crumbled and he gave in. The bill of 
divorce was written up and the Rav sent 
the man free on his way. 

Shocked by the pace and bizarre 
turn of events, the Dayonim wondered, 
“How does the Rav know this stranger? 
How does he know that he must divorce his 
wife?” 

“A few months ago, there were 
public notices everywhere that a man had 
disappeared after refusing to give his wife a 
get, leaving her an aguna. The notice 
displayed a picture of the man and 
requested anyone who saw him to report 
him immediately. When this man passed 
by my house, I recognized him and decided 
to act fast and extract the get from him al 
pi Torah, thereby saving his wife from her 
predicament.” 

 

The Rav’s pikchus saved a 
community as far away as Poland from 
what would have been an ugly pogrom. 

In the month of Tammuz 5665 
(1905), a telegram arrived at the home of 
the Rav of Rishon LeTzion, Rav Yaakov 
Shaul Elishar. It was a lengthy telegram of 
one hundred and thirty-three words, 
apparently written by the Rav of 
Novominsk. It reported a story of two 
Novominsker Jews who had moved to 
Yerushalayim. They had given false 
testimony that five gentiles were involved 
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in a murder. The five were condemned to a 
harsh sentence. In the event that this would 
be carried out, the local goyim would no 
doubt exact a bloodthirsty revenge on all 
the Jews. 

“Please,” the letter read, “would the 
Rav send a telegram stating that the two 
admitted they had testified falsely? Then all 
the Jews of the city will be saved.” 

Rav Elishar reread the letter, not 
knowing what to make of it. Gathering the 
askonim of Rishon LeTzion, they could 
come to no decision. Was the letter 
authentic, or could it be just a ruse to get 
the people of Novominsk into trouble? No 
solution was found and the Rav decided 
they would take the telegram together to 
Rav Shmuel Salant and whatever he 
decided would be the final word. 

Due to the danger involved, they 
awoke the Rav from his sleep when they 
arrived. Rav Shmuel, who was already 
almost ninety years old, listened to the 
shaila and then glanced at the telegram. 
Immediately, he discerned the intent 
behind it. 

“The telegram looks too long. No 
Rav would write so many words. Such a 
lengthy message could only have been 
written by the goyim themselves and 
perhaps they forced the Rav to sign at the 
end. No doubt they want us to report that 
Jews are false witnesses and whip up the 
fury of the masses against the Yidden.” 

The venerable Rav then gave his 
sage advice: “Avoid giving a direct answer 
and say you have no idea of any witnesses 
at all.” 

Rav Elishar obeyed the Rav and 
promptly sent a telegram back, saying that 
since he was a Turkish citizen, it was 
forbidden for him to mix into the laws of 
other countries and that he had no idea of 
any Jews who had come from Novominsk. 

A few weeks later, the Jewish 
newspaper in Warsaw had a full report of 
the sharp wisdom of Rav Shmuel Salant, 

who had saved the Jews of Novominsk. 
Had the Rabbonim fallen into the trap of 
the false telegram, the goyim would have 
been severely incited against the Jews and 
who knows how far their anger would have 
taken them, chas vesholom. 

www.chareidi.org/archives5773/shofetim/fsrsalntshf73.htm 

 

Rav Shmuel Salant (1816– 1909) 
was a renowned Talmudist and Torah 
scholar who followed the customs of the 
Gaon of Vilna. From 1841 until his passing 
in 1909 he served as the Ashkenazi chief 
Rav of Yerushalayim. 

Rav Shmuel Salant was born in 1816 
in the city of Volknik near Bialystok, then 
part of Russia. His father, Rav Tzvi, was the 
Rav of the town, as well as the Rav of 
Trakai, near Vilna. Rav Shmuel’s mother, 
Risa, daughter of Rav Shimon, immigrated 
to Eretz Yisrael in her old age. She passed 
away on the 5th of Tishrei in 1857 and was 
buried on Har HaZeisim in what is known 
today as the Sefardi section. In his early 
youth Rav Shmuel studied with his father. 
Unfortunately, Rav Tzvi passed away when 
Shmuel was but a child. Relatives of the 
young Shmuel sent him to the city of 
Keidan to study under Rav Tzemach 
Shapiro, known as Rav Tzemach 
Drubiyaner, who later became one of the 
great leaders of the city of Vilna.  

In Kaiden, at the tender age of ten, 
Rav Shmuel, who was already renowned as 
a child prodigy, became engaged to Fruma 
Shapiro, the daughter of Rav Shimon 
Merkel Shapiro (the son of Rav Avrohom 
Shapiro) who was the chief Rav of Birz and 
brother to Rav Salant’s mentor, Rav 
Tzemach Shapiro. The marriage took place 
after Rav Shmuel Salant’s bar mitzva. Rav 
Salant had a daughter from this marriage. 
After his wedding Rav Shmuel and a group 
of Torah scholars traveled to Lithuania to 
the city of Salant to study under the famed 
Rav Tzvi Hirsch Brodah. For reasons 
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unknown, the marriage of Rav Shmuel and 
his young wife Fruma ended in divorce 
after three years. The famed Tzaddik, Rav 
Yosef Zundel of Salant, highly respected 
Rav Shmuel as an exceptional prodigy and 
outstanding Tzaddik. Rav Yosef Zundel had 
a daughter, Tova (1816-1869), who was a 
pious woman, and in 1834 offered Rav 
Shmuel her hand in marriage. After his 
marriage to Tova, Rav Shmuel adopted his 
father-in law’s surname, Salant.  

(Rav Yosef Zundel Salant was a 
talmid of Rav Chaim Itzkowitz of Volozhin 
(Rav Chaim Volozhiner), who in 1803 
founded the famed Volozhin Yeshiva. 
Following the petira of Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin in 1821, Rav Yosef Zundel would 
make trips to Posen to study with Rav 
Akiva Eiger (1761–1837). Rav Zundel was 
the spiritual mentor of Rav Yisrael Lipkin 
Salanter (1810–1883), who would later be 
immortalized as the father of the Mussar 
Movement.) In 1837, Rav Yosef Zundel 
Salant immigrated to Yerushalayim from 
Lithuania. Rav Zundel refused support 
from public funds and instead made a 
living in the vinegar business. At that time 
the Ashkenazi settlement in Yerushalayim 
was very small and had no judicial court. 
Only the Sefardi community had an 
established Bais Din. Upon his arrival in 
Yerushalayim, Rav Zundel established an 
informal Bais Din in his courtyard to serve 
the local Ashkenazi community.)  

After his marriage Rav Shmuel 
Salant moved to the city of Volozhin where 
he was appointed Talmud lecturer in the 
Volozhin Yeshiva.  

In 1840, due to health reasons and 
upon the advice of doctors, Rav Shmuel 
Salant took his family and traveled to Eretz 
Yisrael. En route, in Constantinople, he 
met and befriended Sir Moses Montefiore, 
who was on his way to defend the Jews 
falsely accused in the Damascus Blood 
Libel. Sir Moses subsequently traveled to 
Eretz Yisrael seven times during his 
lifetime and developed a profound respect 

for Rav Shmuel Salant. Together they 
would collaborate on many projects for the 
benefit of the fledgling Ashkenazi 
community.  

Rav Salant arrived 
in Yerushalayim in 1841, rejoining his 
father-in-law and about five hundred other 
Ashkenazim who had preceded him in 
1838. There were about five thousand Jews 
in Eretz Yisrael at that time, living mainly 
in Yerushalayim, Tzefas, Teverya 
and Chevron. Smaller communities were 
in Yaffo, Chaifa, Peki’in, Acco, Shechem 
and Shfaram. A large part of the Jewish 
settlement studied full-time and was 
supported by donations from Jews in the 
Diaspora. This age-old practice of 
supporting scholars in Eretz Yisrael who 
studied full time was known as Chaluka. 

Upon his arrival in Yerushalayim, 
Rav Shmuel Salant moved into a tiny two-
room apartment without windows in the 
courtyard of the Churva, “the ruins of Rav 
Yehuda the Chassid”. Here in this modest 
apartment he would live and work for the 
next fifty years. In his capacity as chief 
Rav, he met with the great sages and 
prominent people of the era to discuss 
communal matters, in addition to the 
continuous stream of plain folk who came 
to consult with him.  

Rav Salant could not have come at a 
more auspicious time. The Ashkenazi 
community had grown in size considerably 
and urgently needed a strong Torah 
scholar to stand at the helm of an official 
Ashkenazi Bais Din. With the arrival of Rav 
Salant, the scope and dimension of the 
temporary Ashkenazi Bais Din changed 
dramatically. In this very same courtyard 
Rav Salant established an authorized 
permanent Bais Din for the Ashkenazi 
community. Sitting with him on the 
Rabbinical court were his brother-in-law 
Rav Uri Shabbetai and Rav Binyomin 
Dovid of Vilna. This was the first 
established Ashkenazi Bais Din in 
Yerushalayim for centuries. Rav Salant 



38 � Reeh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

would thus serve as the chief Ashkenazi 
Rav of Yerushalayim for the next seventy 
years!  

As chief Rav, Rav Salant was also in 
charge of administering the Kollel 
Ashkenazim and its concomitant Chaluka 
system, an age-old practice of supporting 
scholars in Eretz Yisrael who studied full 
time. A large part of the Jewish settlement 
was supported in this manner by donations 
from Jews in the Diaspora. Rav Salant 
traveled often to Europe to raise funds for 
the impoverished Jewish settlement and 
managed to visit most major cities of 
Lithuania and Poland.  

In 1850, while visiting Vilna, he met 
with the committee that oversaw the 
assignment of funds to the Holy Land. Rav 
Salant presented a plan for setting up a 
Yeshiva of higher learning. His plan met 
with approval and upon his return to Eretz 
Yisrael he quickly set up the Yeshiva in the 
Menachem Tzion shul and began to deliver 
daily lectures there. By 1855 the Yeshiva 
had successfully grown to major 
proportions. The Yeshiva was named Eitz 
Chaim with Rav Shmuel Salant and Rav 
Yeshaya Berdaky at the helm. By the turn 
of the twentieth century Yeshiva Eitz 
Chaim had a total enrollment of almost one 
thousand talmidim! The remarkable 
success of the Yeshiva ensured that a whole 
new generation of pious scholars would be 
ready to guide the populace and forge the 
path of the country for future generations.  

The year 1860 was a time of 
universal poverty and hardship and the 
communities in Eretz Yisrael began an 
unprecedented descent into abject poverty, 
the likes of which they had not seen in 
decades. Rav Meir Auerbach (1815–1878), 
the chief Rav of Kalisch, arrived from 
Poland that year. Rav Salant appointed him 
to take his place as chief Rav of 
Yerushalayim in his absence, while Rav 
Salant traveled to Germany, Amsterdam 
and London on behalf of the community. In 
Germany he also met with the Rav of 

Wurzburg, Rav Seligmann Baer Bamberger 
(1807–1878), one of the last great Geonim 
of German Jewry. They discussed the 
status of the various Kollelim in 
Yerushalayim and ways to manage them. 
Although new settlements in Eretz Yisrael 
were being funded by their mother 
countries, the communities that had been 
living in Eretz Yisrael for centuries no 
longer had a source of income. Hundreds of 
people died of hunger, particularly young 
children and infants. The situation 
threatened to engulf the entire country.  

Upon the return of Rav Salant from 
Europe in 1860, Rav Meir Auerbach 
wanted to step down and return the post of 
Rav of Yerushalayim back to Rav Salant. 
Rav Salant, in his keen wisdom and insight, 
saw the tremendous benefit of having Rav 
Auerbach involved in communal affairs. He 
convinced Rav Auerbach to stay on to assist 
him since he himself was caught up in 
overseeing the financial viability of the 
community and therefore had little time to 
fill his role as sole chief Rav. Rav Auerbach 
was thus persuaded to remain in the 
Yerushalayim Rabbinate together with Rav 
Salant. As assistant chief Rav, Rav 
Auerbach assisted Rav Shmuel Salant in 
the spiritual and material wellbeing of 
Yerushalayim and continued to play a most 
critical role in all the communal affairs of 
the country. Rav Auerbach also played an 
essential role on the Yerushalayim 
Rabbinical Board of Directors of the Rav 
Meir Ba’al HaNes Salant charity founded in 
1860 by Rav Zundel and Rav Shmuel 
Salant. In rising to the monumental 
challenge of administering to the desperate 
financial woes of the vast majority of 
families in Eretz Yisrael, Rav Shmuel 
Salant had thrown himself into communal 
work and particularly the central Rav Meir 
Ba’al HaNes Salant charity fund which 
provided for destitute and impoverished 
families and saved them from oblivion. 
During Rav Shmuel Salant’s lifetime and 
later until after World War I, with the 
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unanimous backing and blessing of all the 
great Rabbinical leaders around the world, 
all charity collected throughout the world 
on behalf and in the name of Rav Meir 
Ba’al HaNes was under the sole jurisdiction 
of the Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes charity fund 
and distributed by Rav Shmuel Salant.  

In 1866 when the cholera plague 
rained death and destruction on 
Yerushalayim and all the various Ashkenazi 
groups and organizations were in disarray, 
Rav Shmuel Salant and Rav Auerbach felt 
that it would be a tremendous advantage to 
the entire city to create an umbrella 
organization uniting all the various factions 
and which would work harmoniously and 
in unison for the benefit of the klal. Thus 
was born the Vaad HaKlali, which 
eventually became the central institution 
dealing with all Yerushalayim’s vast and 
varied issues, both financial and spiritual.  

In 1878 Rav Meir Auerbach passed 
away, and once again the entire burden fell 
on the shoulders of Rav Salant and he 
returned to his post as chief Rav for 
Ashkenazim. In 1888 Rav Salant’s eyesight 
began to fail. He did not, however, allow 
this debilitating disability to stop his wide-
ranging activities in the communal affairs 
of the country. In 1900 he enlisted as his 
assistant in the Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes 
Salant charity fund Rav Eliyohu Dovid 
Rabinowitz-Teomim, chief Rav of Mir, and 
world-famous scholar and author. Rav 
Rabinowitz-Teomim was born near Kovno 
in 1845. In 1873 he was invited to the 
Rabbinate of Panevez, the fifth-largest city 
in Lithuania. Twenty years later he was 
appointed chief Rav of Mir. At the turn of 
the century Rav Rabinowitz-Teomim 
settled in Eretz Yisrael and was 
immediately chosen by the ailing Rav 
Salant to assist him. For five years they 
worked tirelessly together for the benefit of 
the Jewish settlement. Unfortunately, Rav 
Rabinowitz-Teomim predeceased Rav 
Salant, passing away in 1905 at the early 
age of sixty.  

Rav Salant was regarded as a 
distinguished Talmudist and an excellent 
and sagacious leader. Many of his positions 
in Jewish law are known through the 
writings of his talmidim. He was also 
known for his moderation and tolerance of 
all classes of Jews. Although serving as the 
Ashkenazi chief Rav, he carried on 
excellent relations with chief Rav and 
Chacham Bashi Rav Yaakov Shaul 
Elyashar, his Sefardi counterpart, and they 
acted in harmony and unison concerning 
the welfare matters of the community.  

Among the myriad accomplishments 
of Rav Salant for the community was the 
founding of the Bikur Cholim Hospital. Rav 
Salant encouraged people to move into new 
neighborhoods outside the Old City walls, 
and during his tenure as chief Rav, the 
population of Yerushalayim grew from five 
thousand to thirty thousand Jews.  

Rav Shmuel Salant was also 
instrumental in collecting the necessary 
funding to build the Bais Yaakov shul, 
located in the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City of Yerushalayim. The cornerstone was 
laid in 1856 in the presence of Rav Salant, 
and other dignitaries such as Baron 
Alphonse James de Rothschild, brother of 
Edmond James de Rothschild, who 
dedicated much of his life supporting the 
Jews of Palestine. It was officially named 
Bais Yaakov after their father James 
(Yaakov) Rothschild. It remained 
Yerushalayim’s main shul until the 
twentieth century, when it was reduced to 
rubble by Jordanian soldiers during the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War.  

Rav Shmuel Salant passed away on 
Monday, August 16/29th of Av 1909 and 
was buried the next day on Har HaZeisim 
in the Perushim section alongside his 
father-in-law, Rav Zundel Salant. Many of 
Yerushalayim’s great leaders, who were 
also friends and colleagues of Rav Shmuel 
Salant, are interred in that very same area: 
Rav Rabinowitz-Teomim, Rav Chaim 
Berlin, Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin, Rav 
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Yitzchok Blazer, Rav Meir Auerbach, Rav 
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Rav Eliyohu 
Kletzkin and many others.  

On the following day, Tuesday 
August 17, 1909, the New York Times had a 
lengthy column reporting the passing of 
Rav Salant along with a biography of his 
life.  

Before he left this world, Rav Salant 
inscribed his last will and testimony and 
pledged that all who continue supporting 

the Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes Salant charity 
will merit heavenly blessings and divine 
mercy.  

The remarkable legacy of Rav Meir 
Baal HaNes Salant is vibrantly alive and 
potent to this very day. Stories abound of 
men and women who, during personal 
need and crisis, experienced miraculous 
help when they gave charity to this holy 
fund. 

www.rabbimeirbaalhaneis.org/ 
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The Skulener Rebbe 

Shachris with the Skulener Rebbe 
Brings Success 

 The following story was told over by 
Rav Shlomo Mandel, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshiva of Brooklyn: 

He has a relative, a diamond dealer, 
who was walking to the train station in 
order to get to a very important business 
meeting. As he passed by the Skulener Bais 
Medrash, a man asked him to help the 
Skulener Rebbe, Rav Eliezer Zusia 
Portugal, complete a minyan for 
Shacharis. The diamond dealer, who, of 
course, had already davened, responded 
that he was in a hurry, but the man 
convinced him to stay and help the Rebbe’s 
minyan. He walked into the shul and saw 
that they were still short the required ten 
for a minyan, but he was there already, so 
he stuck around. They finally gathered the 
required ten men and started to daven at 
the Rebbe’s usual deliberate pace. The man 
kept glancing at his watch and realized that 
he was going to miss his important 
business meeting. At this point, he couldn’t 
leave and ruin the minyan, so he stayed. 

To make a long story short, he 
missed his important meeting. However, 
that day turned out to be his most 
successful day in business ever, despite 
missing an important meeting. Rav Shlomo 

Mandel concluded, “After a Shacharis with 
the Skulener Rebbe, of course it was his 
most successful day in business!” 

 Zechuso Yogen Oleinu 
www.zchusavos.blogspot.com/2007/08/shachris-with-skulener-

rebbe-brings.html 

 

Chessed L’Avrohom: For All the 
Rebbe’s Children 

In 1960, the Skulener Rebbe, Rav 
Eliezer Zusia Portugal, and his son, Rav 
Yisrael Avrohom, were released from a 
Communist Romanian prison where they 
had been held for almost a year. Intense 
public pressure from the leading Gedolim 
of that era, including the Lubavitcher, 
Kapishnitzer, Sadigerer and Boyaner 
Rebbes, coupled with diplomatic 
intervention from United Nations 
Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld, had 
allowed them to immigrate to the United 
States. 

Although they had been locked away 
from the eyes of world Jewry for decades, 
the Rebbes’ holiness and efforts on behalf 
of Romanian wartime orphans were well 
known. Their arrival was met with 
jubilance and reverential devotion among 
Jews from all walks of life. 
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Almost immediately after they 
settled in Crown Heights, they formed a 
network of orphanages in Eretz Yisrael to 
provide material and spiritual sustenance 
to hundreds of orphaned children and 
children who came from homes where the 
parents were either unfit or unable to care 
for them. Their goal was to help these 
children grow up, marry and raise Torah-
true generations. The organization was 
Chessed L’Avrohom. 

To this day, the Skulener Rebbe 
guides Chessed L’Avrohom. Orphanages in 
Bnei Brak, Meron and Kadima are staffed 
by teachers, house parents and a full roster 
of educational professionals. The children 
receive a chareidi chinuch in a loving and 
nurturing environment. Wherever possible, 
the birth parents are invited to participate 

in the child’s upbringing, even if only in a 
limited way. And every child’s simcha 
becomes a Chessed L’Avrohom family 
occasion, as milestones like bar mitzvas 
and weddings are arranged and sponsored 
by the organization. 

After-school programs in Chadera, 
Kiryat Ata, Nahariya, Ashkelon and Ashdod 
give public-school children the opportunity 
to thrive in a wholesome Torah 
atmosphere. Summer camps, national 
outreach and alumni programs, 
Shabbatonim, separate educational 
programming for married men and women 
and a vocational training center help young 
people develop the social and other skills 
necessary to lead productive lives. 

www.5tjt.com/chesed-lavraham-for-all-the-rebbes-children/
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Rav Yosef Meir Twersky was born in 
5620/1860 in Skver. He was the son of Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Skver. 

Rav Yosef Meir was the son-in-law 
of Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky of 
Loyav, like him a descendant of the 
Czernobyl dynasty. 

After the petira of his father in 
5246/1886, Rav Yosef Meir was appointed 
Rebbe in the village of Makhnovka in 
Ukraine. 

His court attracted many thousands 
of Chassidim, and his influence was 
tremendous. Rav Yosef Meir was revered 
by his generation; many Tzaddikim said 
that he was worthy of being among the 
talmidim of the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

Rav Yosef Meir was known as a boki 
in sifrei Kabbola. He endured fasts and 

other self-inflictions. 

During World War I, many Yidden 
found refuge in his Bais Medrash, despite 
the mesirus nefesh this demanded of him. 

Rav Yosef Meir was niftar on Erev 
Rosh Chodesh Elul 5677/1917 in 
Makhnovka. He was fifty-seven. 

His son, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua 
Heshel, succeeded him as Rebbe. He later 
moved to Eretz Yisrael, where he rebuilt 
the Makhnovka court in Bnei Brak. 

Rav Yosef Meir’s sons-in-law were 
Rav Dovid Leib Twersky; Rav Nachum 
Twersky of Zlotipoli, the son of Rav Dovid 
of Skver; and Rav Yehoshua Roke’ach of 
Yaroslav. 

Zechuso yagen oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-29-avaugust-25/

    

Rav Yisrael Friedman of BoyanRav Yisrael Friedman of BoyanRav Yisrael Friedman of BoyanRav Yisrael Friedman of Boyan,,,,LeipzigLeipzigLeipzigLeipzig,,,,    33330000
tttthhhh
    of of of of Menachem Menachem Menachem Menachem AvAvAvAv    

Rav Yisrael was the son of Rav 
Yitzchok (the Pachad Yitzchok), founder of 

the Boyan dynasty. He was born on the 24th 
of Elul 5638/1878, coinciding with the first 
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day of Selichos. 

His paternal grandfather, Rav 
Avrohom Yaakov of Sadigura, commented 
that he entered this world like a veteran 
Chassid, arriving at the Rebbe’s court on 
the first day of Selichos. He was named 
Yisrael after his great-grandfather, Rav 
Yisrael of Ruzhin. 

His father hired the best melamdim 
for him as he quickly climbed the ladder of 
success in his studies. In fact, he finished 
the entire Shas during his youth. 

Rav Yisrael closely followed his holy 
father’s ways, absorbing the exalted nature 
of his Avodas HaKodesh. 

He was the son-in-law of his uncle, 
Rav Shlomo of Sadigura. His second wife 
was the daughter of his uncle, Rav Dovid 
Halpern, son-in-law of the Ruzhiner. 

After the petira of his father, he, 
along with his brothers, Rav Menachem 
Nachum, Rav Avrohom Yaakov, and Rav 
Mordechai Shlomo, began leading 
Chassidic courts. 

The eldest son, Rav Menachem 
Nachum, set up his court in Czernowitz, 
Bukovina. The third son, Rav Avrohom 
Yaakov, moved to Lemberg, Galicia, where 
he established a large court and Yeshiva. 
Sadly, he was killed al kiddush Hashem at 
the hands of the Germans; Hy”d. The 
youngest son, Rav Mordechai Shlomo, left 
Europe for New York, where he was 
instrumental in building up the Torah 
community in the United States. 

Rav Yisrael eventually moved to 
Leipzig, Germany, where his court served 

the many Ruzhiner Chassidim who had 
fled there during World War I. 

Rav Yisrael was a beloved figure in 
the region; not only his Chassidim 
consulted with him, but the local 
population also benefited immensely from 
his presence. 

He accomplished a great deal by 
building mikvaos, upholding kashrus, and 
generally strengthening Yiddishkeit. 

In 5695/1935 he visited Eretz 
Yisrael, and was warmly welcomed by the 
yishuv there. He returned to Germany on a 
temporary basis, his heart desiring to settle 
permanently in the Holy Land. 

In 5699/1939, he escaped the Nazi 
barbarity by fleeing to Switzerland, where 
he stayed for a short while before 
continuing his journey to Eretz Yisrael. 

Rav Yisrael re-established his Bais 
Medrash in Tel Aviv, which served as a 
focal point for Boyaner Chassidim after the 
war. 

He was known for his ability to be 
po’el yeshuos. His father said of him that 
he had the abilities of his father-in-law, Rav 
Shlomo of Sadigura, in his power to achieve 
yeshuos for people in need. 

He was niftar on the first day of 
Rosh Chodesh Elul (30th of Av) and was 
buried in Tzefas. He was succeeded by his 
younger brother, Rav Mordechai Shlomo of 
Boyan. 

Zechuso yogein oleinu 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-30-avaugust-26/ 
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Rav Yehoshua Zeitlin was born in 
5502/1742 in Charson. 

He was a talmid of the Vilna Gaon 
and of Rav Arye Leib Ginsburg, the 
Sha’agas Arye. 

Rav Yehoshua was a Gaon who was 

regularly asked by other Gedolim for his 
opinion in matters of Halocha. 

He wrote the commentary Amudei 
Gola on Sefer Mitzvos Koton, better known 
as the Smak. He also published a 
compilation of his Halachic responsa. 
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Besides his greatness in Torah, Rav 
Yehoshua was also wealthy and was an 
influential adviser to the king. He 
supported many of his talmidim from his 
own pocket. 

Among his famous talmidim are Rav 
Menachem Mendel Leffin, the mechaber of 
Cheshbon HaNefesh; Rav Binyomin Rivlin, 

mechaber of Gevi’i Gvia HaKesef; and Rav 
Boruch of Shklov. 

Rav Yehoshua was niftar on the 1st 
of Elul, the second day of Rosh Chodesh 
5582/1822, at the age of eighty. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-1-elulaugust-27/
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Son of Rav Yerachmiel Moshe of 
Kozhnitz, Rav Yisrael Elozor Hopstein was 
born in Elul 5658/1898, a sixth-generation 
descendant of the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and 
was named Yisrael after him. 

Rav Yisrael Elozor learned under 
Rav Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtza, receiving 
semicha from him. He married the 
daughter of Rav Mordechai Yosef Twersky 
of Zlatipola. After the petira of his father 
on the 13th of Elul 5669/1909, Rav Yisrael 
Elozor was appointed Rebbe. 

In 5684/1924, wishing to help settle 
Eretz Yisrael, Rav Yisrael Elozor headed a 
group of Chassidim who bought property 
there. Rav Yisrael Elozor himself traveled 
to Eretz Yisrael with the group, where, with 
the Chassidim of the Yablona Rebbe, they 
founded the city of Kfar Chassidim. 

Due to ill health, Rav Yisrael Elozor 
was forced to leave Eretz Yisrael. He was 
appointed Rav of the community in Paris; 
when the Nazis conquered Paris, Rav 
Yisrael Elozor was captured as he tried to 
flee, but he was transferred to Nice and 
from there he managed to escape to 

America in 5701/1941. 

In America, Rav Yisrael Elozor 
rebuilt Kozhnitzer Chassidus. 
Unfortunately, all the seforim and 
heirlooms he had inherited from his 
forebears were lost during the war. 

In 5726/1966, Rav Yisrael Elozor 
decided to return to Eretz Yisrael, and 
founded a Bais Medrash for the Kozhnitzer 
Chassidim there. (Until then, they davened 
in someone’s apartment.) 

Returning to America to take care of 
some last details, Rav Yisrael Elozor was 
suddenly niftar on the 2nd of Elul 
5726/1966, at the age of sixty-eight. His 
mitta was flown to Eretz Yisrael, where he 
was buried in the Sanhedria Bais Olam in 
Yerushalayim. 

Rav Yisrael Elozor’s Divrei Torah 
were published in the sefer Avodas Elozor. 

The Rebbe was succeeded as 
Kozhnitzer Rebbe by his grandson, Rav 
Shimshon Sternberg, who leads a 
flourishing Chassidus in Eretz Yisrael. 

www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-2-elulaugust-8/
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The Rivash 

 Generally, he led a private life, 
earning his livelihood in commerce until he 
was about fifty years old, when he was 
compelled to accept a position as a Rav. 
Together with six other prominent men of 

Barcelona, among whom was his younger 
brother, Rav Yehuda ben Rav Sheshes and 
his teacher the RaN, he was thrown into 
prison on a false accusation. After his 
acquittal, he accepted the Rabbinate of 
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Saragossa. While Rav in Saragossa, there 
was conflict stirred up by the Dayan
Yosef ben Rav Dovid. As a consequence, he 
accepted the less important Rabbinate of 
Calatayud; but when he was on the point of 
leaving Saragossa the leaders of that 
community 
induced him to 
stay. The peace, 
however, did not 
remain long 
undisturbed, and 
he settled in 
Valencia, where he directed a Talmudical
school. 

In 1391, the Jews of Spain suffered 
great persecution as a result of the 
preaching of Fernandes Martinez. 
saved himself by flight. After sojourning a 
certain time at Miliana he settled in Algiers, 
where he was received with great honor.

A certain Spanish refugee who had 
settled in Algiers before him aspired to 
become the leader of the community, and, 
seeing in Rivash a rival, began to persecute 
him. To give Rivash the power necessary to 
act against this man, Rav Shaul 
Astrue persuaded the government to 
appoint Rivash the Rav of Algiers. But this 
won for him a still more powerful enemy in 
the person of Rav Shimon ben Rav Zemah 
Duran (Rashbaz), who disapproved of any 
intervention on the part of the government 
in the affairs of the Rabbinate. 

Notwithstanding these events, 
Rivash was greatly venerated by the 
Algerian Jews, and pilgrimages to his tomb 
are still made on the anniversary of his 
Yahrzeit, since his petira in 1408. His 
tombstone was restored by the community 
of Algiers in 1862. 

Rivash was the mechaber of 518 
responsa, to which great Halachic
attached by men like Rav Yosef Caro, Rav 
Yaakov Berab and many others. They are 
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also of great historical importance as 
reflecting the conditions of Jewish life in 
the fourteenth century. In some of them are 
to be found details of the author’s life; but 
unfortunately it is impossible to trace these 
chronologically, the original order of the 
responsa having been altered by the 
editors. 

Although Rivash 
his Halachic decisions, he was far from 
being narrow-minded. He has nothing to 
say against secular 
disapproves of the study of Aristotle only 
because the latter professed belief in the 
eternity of matter and denied 
providence. Rivash’s responsa evidence a 
profound knowledge of the philosophical 
writings of his time. In one of them
118) he explains the difference between the 
opinion of Rav Levi ben
(Ralbag) and that of Rav Avrohom 
Dovid of Posquières (RABaD
and gives his own views on that 
complicated subject. His attitude to 
Kabbola was ambivalent. He advised 
against involving oneself with it unless one 
has received it from an adept teacher; since 
he had not done so, he wrote, he could not 
address its claims. 

Rivash’s responsa were first published 
under the title She’elos UTeshuvos
Constantinople in 1546
collection of the responsa was published 
under the title She’elos UTeshuvos 
HaRibash HaChadoshos
Frenkl at Muncas. In addition to these, he 
wrote novellæ on the Talmud
longer in existence. They are menti
him in his responsa (No. 106), and some of 
them, on the treatise Kesubos
Rav Bezalel Ashkenazi in the 
Mekubetzes. Rav Azulai said that he had 
seen a manuscript containing a 
commentary on the Torah
(5167/5168–1407/1408);
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reflecting the conditions of Jewish life in 
the fourteenth century. In some of them are 
to be found details of the author’s life; but 

y it is impossible to trace these 
chronologically, the original order of the 
responsa having been altered by the 

 was very strict in 
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minded. He has nothing to 

say against secular knowledge; he 
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eternity of matter and denied Hashem’s 
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ben Rav Gershom 
(Ralbag) and that of Rav Avrohom ben Rav 

RABaD) on free will, 
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complicated subject. His attitude to 

lent. He advised 
against involving oneself with it unless one 
has received it from an adept teacher; since 
he had not done so, he wrote, he could not 

’s responsa were first published 
She’elos UTeshuvos, in 

inople in 1546–47. A newer 
collection of the responsa was published 

She’elos UTeshuvos 
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him in his responsa (No. 106), and some of 

Kesubos, are cited by 
Rav Bezalel Ashkenazi in the Shitta 

. Rav Azulai said that he had 
seen a manuscript containing a 

Torah by Rivash, 
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Rav Bertzi of Nadworna – first Nadvorner Rebbe 

Here is a story I once heard from my 
rebbe the Clevelander Rebbe Shlita of 
Raanana about his alter zeida the founder 
of the dynasty’s passing: 

In the year Tav Reish Ches, the 
Cholera epidemic was raging. It claimed 
the lives of many Yidden. As the death toll 
climbed higher, the survivors and others 
came to Rav Bertzi and cried begging him 
to save them from the dreaded disease. 

“Please Rebbe, daven and awaken 
heavenly divine mercy to stop this plague!” 
they cried. 

The Rebbe then took a drastic step 
and self-sacrificed himself for Klal Yisroel. 

He asked several followers and 
Chassidim to ready a coach and they 
embarked on a journey to the forest. On the 
way, the Rebbe warned them, “When we 
arrive at the crossroads in the path, wait 
and another coach and wagon shall 
approach bearing a noble old Jew with a 
long beard of stature and presence. You 
must stand and bar his path, under no 
circumstances must you let him pass, do 
you hear me? Do you understand? Even if 
he yells, shouts and threatens you! Even if 
the old man with the beard white as snow 
orders you to stand aside - do not heed him 
and stand fast and strong!” 

And so they came to the crossroads 
and disembarked and the Chassidim 
blocked the path and waited. The 
Nadworna Rebbe, Rav Yissocher Bertzi 
stood on the side meditating on some 
higher plane. Some time passed and they 
heard the sounds of horses approaching 
and saw another coach and wagon draw 
near. Sure enough, it was driven by an 
older man with a long white beard and a 
with a stature appearance of nobility and 
he asked them to let him pass. When they 
refused, he began to berate them - elling 
and shouting for them to move and let him 
pass and continue on his way! They 

listened however steadfast to the Rebbe’s 
instructions and they remained strong and 
unwavering - barring his way and not 
moving an inch from the path. Finally, the 
old man unsheathed his sword and 
threatened them, but still they stood their 
ground with no fear as the Rebbe had told 
them. Seeing this resistance, the old man 
went down and went straight himself to 
Rav Bertzi carrying a large book with him. 
He approached the tzaddik and together 
they examined the book turning pages until 
he concluded. Then the old man closed the 
book turned around and entered the coach, 
gathered the reins and turned the horses 
and the carriage around and went back to 
where they had come from. 
Afterwards, the Rebbe explained that these 
were the sifei chaim ve’sifrei meisim – the 
books of life and death. He had examined 
the book and seen written there that this 
old man, none other than the malach 
hamaves himself, was on his way that 
moment to carry out terrible decrees and 
take the lives of some twelve thousand 
Jewish souls, “I saw the books of life and 
death open before me and I made a deal, I 
had no choice - I had to save their lives - so 
I traded myself for them!” And so, saying 
they went back, the Rebbe prepared his 
tzava’ah, his final last will and testament 
and sadly he saved them all, and passed on 
at the young age of just forty one years old. 
He was moser nefesh and sacrificed himself 
to save them from the Cholera epidemic. 
He passed away on the third of Elul Tav 
Reish Ches. 

 

Rav Yissochor Dov Ber Leifer was 
the son of Rav Yitzchok of Kalisch, a scion 
of the Premishlan dynasty. 

In his youth, Rav Bertche, as he was 
fondly called, learned together with his 
uncle, Rav Meir of Premishlan, under his 
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illustrious grandfather, Rav Aharon Leib of 
Premishlan. Rav Meir said of his young 
nephew, “If I had the fire of Rav Bertche, I 
would devour the entire world.” 

Rav Bertche married the daughter of 
Rav Avrohom Leib Shochet. 

He traveled to the court of Rav 
Yitzchok of Radvill, the son of Rav Yechiel 
Michel of Zlotchov. Following the petira of 
Rav Yitzchok, Rav Bertche was appointed 
Rebbe, holding court in Nadvorna. 

He was known for his enthusiastic 
tefillos. 

In the year of his passing, cholera 
broke out in the Jewish community, 
causing many deaths. Rav Bertche took 
upon himself to be the kappora of Klal 

Yisrael. He was niftar on the 3rd of Elul 
5608/1848, and with his petira the 
epidemic stopped. 

His sons were Rav Aharon Leib of 
Nadvorna, Rav Mordechai of Nadvorna-
Bursztyn, Rav Yosef of Bursha and Rav 
Yisrael. 

His sons-in-law were Rav Moshe of 
Kalisch; Rav Yitzchok Dov of Nadvorna; 
and Rav Feivish, who lived in Zhabrizh. 

Some of the Divrei Torah of Rav 
Bertche were published as a section of his 
son’s sefer, Maamar Mordechai. 

Zechuso yogen oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-3-elulaugust-29/
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Mechaber of Pis’chei Teshuva 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi Eisenstadt was 
born in 5573/1813. His father was Rav 
Yaakov of Bialystok, a descendant of Rav 
Meir Eisenstadt (the Ponim Meiros) and of 
Rav Hertz of Zalkova. 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi was fluent in the 
entire Torah and a master of incisive 
thinking, as he demonstrated when he 
dissected deep sugyos. 

His reference work Pis’chei Teshuva 
on Yoreh De’ah, a guide to the pesakim of 
many Acharonim, was written when he was 
just twenty-four years old. At that age, he 
was already serving as a Rav in Autian, 
Russia. 

In 5619/1859, Rav Avrohom Tzvi 
published Pis’chei Teshuva on Even 
Ho’ezer, and just one year before his petira 
he published the last two sections on the 

remaining two sections of Shulchon Aruch, 
Orach Chaim and Choshen Mishpot. 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi did a major 
service for Rabbonim by organizing and 
summarizing the pesakim of the authorities 
among the Rishonim and Acharonim. His 
works became very popular. 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi also wrote 
Pis’chei Teshuva on the sefer Gittin 
Va’chalitza, explaining and citing the 
sources for every Halocha mentioned 
there; and Nachalas Shiva, on the works of 
the early Acharonim. 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi was niftar on the 
3rd of Elul, 5628/1868, at the age of fifty-
five. 

www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-3-elulaugust-9/ 
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Rav Moishenyu of BoyanRav Moishenyu of BoyanRav Moishenyu of BoyanRav Moishenyu of Boyan

Talmidim of Rav Meir Shapiro of 
Lublin still recall that first day of a new 
zman in the Yeshiva, the one that started 
off with a difference. Instead of greeting his 
talmidim as usual, Rav Meir secluded 
himself in his private 
room with strict 
instructions not to be 
disturbed. For three days 
and three nights he 
remained locked in his 
room. From outside one 
could hear his voice 
booming along the 
corridors as he sat immersed in his 
learning. When he finally emerged from his 
room three days later, he told his 
“I just spent the vacation with Rav
Moishenyu Boyaner, and seeing his 
hasmoda (diligence) in Torah, I realized 
that I didn’t know what learning was all 
about. Coming back to Yeshiva
to try to copy him and I sat dow
learn…”  

Known as one of the greatest 
masmidim (diligent scholars) of his 
generation, Rav Moishenyu Boyaner was 
also considered one of the biggest 
of his era. He won the hearts of Polish 
Jewry, who prided themselves on having 
Rav Moishenyu in their midst. Although he 
was officially known as the Boyaner 
he was fondly called ‘Rav Moishenyu’, his 
name becoming a symbol of 
tzidkus and geonus 
righteousness and genius) throughout 
Poland. Beloved by the greatest and 
simplest alike, Rav Moishenyu was 
regarded as a fatherly figure to whom all 
could turn whenever their problems 
became too difficult to manage.  

Although the Rebbes of Bais
were makpid (cautious) to conceal their 
learning as much as they could, in keeping 
with the derech (path) they had received 
from Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin not to 
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name becoming a symbol of kedusha, 

(holiness, 
righteousness and genius) throughout 
Poland. Beloved by the greatest and 

Moishenyu was 
regarded as a fatherly figure to whom all 
could turn whenever their problems 

 

Bais Ruzhin 
(cautious) to conceal their 

learning as much as they could, in keeping 
(path) they had received 

from Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin not to 

demonstrate their knowledge in public, Rav 
Moishenyu deviated from this path. He 
said that the circumstances demanded a 
change and he took upon himself to be the 
representative of his family who would 
make that change.  

Rav Moishenyu was born on 
5641 (1881) to his father, Rav Sholom 
Yosef, who was a son of the first 
Husyatin, Rav Mordechai Shraga. He grew 
up under the careful watch of his 
(grandfather) for when he w
years old his father, Rav Sholom Yosef, was 
suddenly niftar. As a young child he 
amazed all who saw him. Blessed with a 
sharp head, he spent his time finishing one 
mesechta (tractate) after another. His 
foretold greatness for his grandson
proclaiming that he would light up the 
world with his Torah and 
elder Chassidim began to take note of his 
words, so he humbled himself before them, 
trying to pretend that he was just an 
ordinary, simple child.  

A few months after Rav Mois
bar mitzva his zeide was
Moishenyu came under the care of his 
uncle, Rav Yisrael of Husyatin. In the years 
after his bar mitzva, he ascended from one 
madreiga (plateau) to the next. From early 
morning until late at night, he immersed
himself in his Gemora. To watch his 
(prayer) was to witness a living 
sefer (ethics lesson), as he stood pouring 
out his heart to his Creator. 

When the Chassidim praised Rav 
Moishenyu in front of his uncle, Rav Yisrael 
of Husyatin, he asked them not to speak 
about him, telling them, “I have also 
observed his actions and seen his great 
kedusha. Few people are 
madreigos!”  

When Rav Moishenyu turned 
twenty, he married Rebbetzin Miriam, a 
daughter of Rav Menachem Nachum of 
Boyan (Czernowitz), a son of the Boyaner 
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Rebbe, the Pachad Yitzchok. After his 
chasuna (wedding), Rav Moishenyu stayed 
in Boyan, becoming a Chassid of his wife’s 
grandfather, the Pachad Yitzchok
accepted the Boyaner Rebbe
authority in every matter, even changing 
his own minhogim (customs) to those of 
the Pachad Yitzchok. The Chassidim
say that it was worthwhile traveling to 
Boyan just to see how Rav Moishenyu sat at 
the tisch (table) of the Pachad Yitzchok
would sit trembling with fear, not re
his gaze from the Rebbe’s face for a second. 

The Boyaner Rebbe held his new 
einikel (grandchild) in high esteem and 
would affectionately call him ‘my 
Moishenyu’. Even though there was a 
in the Rebbe’s court whose job was to 
pasken (decide, judge) the various 
(legal questions) that came up from time to 
time, the Rebbe would call for his grandson 
to hear what he had to say. On one occasion 
a shaila arose which no one was able to 
answer. The Boyaner Rebbe 
unperturbed and told those around him, 
“Don’t worry, in a few minutes ‘my 
Moishenyu’ will be here and he will answer 
it all...”  

 

On the 17th of Adar 1917, the 
Yitzchok was niftar. Not long afterward, 
Rav Moishenyu’s father-in-law left for 
Czernowitz, where he set up his court. Rav 
Moishenyu decided to stay in Vienna. 

At the 2nd Siyum HaShas of Daf Yomi
1938. 

From right to left: 

Rav Avrohom Yaacov of Boyan-Lemberg, Rav 
Moishenyu, the Sochatchover Rebbe, Rav Dovid
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Although at first he did not have his own 
minyan, after a short time his many 
admirers and talmidim arranged a regular 
minyan for him. After 
Moishenyu sat in his tefillin
engrossed in his seforim
makpid not to be disturbed during his 
learning and only after midday did he see 
to the daily problems that awaited his 
attention.  

Rav Moishenyu never mentioned 
any intention of becoming a 
talmidim and admirers crowned him as 
their Rebbe on their own initiative. Rav
Moishenyu did not disappoint his followers 
and agreed to start accepting 
(petitions). Rav Meir Arik was among the 
first to give him a kvittel
came to speak to Rav Moish
before Rosh HaShana 5678 (1918) he gave 
him a kvittel. At first Rav Moishenyu 
refused to take it and asked him, “The 
also needs a kvittel?”  

“Yes, I also need a good year,” Rav 
Meir answered him, and reluctantly Rav 
Moishenyu took the kvittel

The news that Rav Moishenyu had 
accepted the yoke of Rebbe
around Europe. After the First World War, 
many of the Chassidishe courts lay in ruins, 
their shuls destroyed, and the 
penniless refugees in foreign countries. Rav
Moishenyu’s dynamic personality attracted 
many Chassidim from far and wide who 
found a new existence under his fatherly 
guidance.  

In 1925, Rav Moishenyu agreed to 
the invitation of his Chassidim
live in Cracow, Poland. A large 
apartment were prepared for him, and 
when he arrived he was welcomed with 
great honor. Not long before he arrived, a 
serious shaila had arisen regarding the 
kashrus of the main mikve 
Although many Rabbonim
responsa to validate the mikve
had not been totally accepted by all, and an 
answer had not been found which satisfied 

Daf Yomi in Lublin 

Lemberg, Rav 
, Rav Dovid 
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everyone. When Rav Moishenyu examined 
the mikve he also agreed that it was kosher 
and in a brief letter he explained his 
reasons. His words were accepted even by 
those who had disagreed with the other 
Rabbonim and his ruling brought peace 
and relief to the town.  

 Indeed, soon after his arrival he was 
recognized as the posek (decisor) of the 
town. The Rav of Cracow, Rav Yosef 
Nechemia Kornitzer, often discussed the 
various problems and shailos that had to be 
solved with Rav Moishenyu. On one 
occasion as Rav Yosef Nechemia left Rav 
Moishenyu’s house, he told those around 
him, “I have met many great Talmidei 
Chachomim (sages) in my lifetime, but 
never before have I met somebody who is 
familiar with literally every sefer he is 
asked about. All the seforim of the 
Rishonim and Acharonim (early and later 
authorities) are at his fingertips as if he has 
just learnt them…”  

An appreciation of Rav Moishenyu’s 
greatness in Torah can be seen from the 
following incident, which was related by 
the Potiker Rav, Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Horowitz: Rav Horowitz was once walking 
together with Rav Moishenyu when they 
were approached by someone who asked 
them where a certain saying of Chazal was 
written. Rav Horowitz answered him that 
the saying appears three times in Talmud 
Bovli. After the man had left them, Rav 
Moishenyu told Rav Horowitz, “Three 
times in Talmud Bovli, thirteen times in 
Talmud Yerushalmi and sixteen times in 
Medrash!”  

Rav Moishenyu’s house became a 
stopover point for the various Gedolim 
passing through Cracow. When the famed 
Rav of Kobrin, Rav Pesach Pruskin, visited 
Rav Moishenyu, he was astounded by his 
knowledge and exclaimed, “Rav Moishenyu 
has the entire Torah stored in his mind.”  

In his book, Rav Zev Fisher 
describes Rav Moishenyu’s court: “A Godol 
among Gedolim was Rav Moishenyu 

Friedman, the Rebbe of Boyan. His 
personality encompassed many qualities. 
With his sharp mind, he had mastered the 
whole Torah, nigleh and nistar (revealed 
and hidden aspects of the Torah). His life 
was spent teaching Torah to the masses. 
He taught Torah and Avoda (divine 
service) to everybody he had contact with. 
His house in Cracow was a constant hive of 
activity, people coming and going all the 
time. From his Bais Medrash rang out a 
constant Kol HaTorah, as the best heads in 
Cracow sat and learned together. When 
they got stuck in their learning, they would 
climb the stairs to Rav Moishenyu’s 
apartment to ask him to solve their 
difficulties. In addition, the Rebbe’s house 
was the main address for every 
downtrodden Yid (Jew) in town. Not just 
the Ruzhiner Chassidim came to him. 
Gerer, Belzer and Sanzer Chassidim would 
also seek his advice. When he gave a tisch, 
the Bais Medrash was filled with the finest 
Talmidei Chachomim who came to warm 
themselves from his kedusha.”  

Rav Moishenyu’s fame spread far 
beyond the borders of Poland. Every 
morning his mailbox was full of letters 
from all corners of the world. He patiently 
read through every letter and replied to 
them all. In the course of time, he wrote 
hundreds of responsa, most of which were 
unfortunately lost during the war. A small 
fraction was collected and printed under 
the name Da’as Moshe.  

Even though Rav Moishenyu was 
considered one of the foremost poskim of 
his era, from his responsa it is easily 
noticeable how he humbled himself, 
refusing to force his ruling on others. In 
one particular responsa he wrote, “I am not 
angry that you don’t agree with my psak, 
(legal decision) for such is the derech of 
Talmidei Chachomim. One person brings a 
proof to his words just to be disproved by a 
second – and I ask you that you never 
accept my words blindly...” 

Rav Moishenyu was not only 
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beloved and respected by the ordinary Yid 
in the street; the Gedolei Yisrael also gave 
him unusual kovod (honor). The Gerer 
Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, was once in Cracow 
for a Shabbos, during which he announced 
his intention to visit Rav Moishenyu. His 
gabboim tried to persuade him to wait 
until Motzo’ei Shabbos when he would be 
able to travel by car. The Imrei Emes 
refused to hear of it and insisted on 
walking the whole way, a twenty-minute 
walk. After they drank l’chaim together, the 
Imrei Emes took shirayim (leftovers from 
the Rebbe’s plate) from Rav Moishenyu, an 
unheard-of honor.  

The Lubliner Rav, Rav Meir 
Shapiro, was another of Rav Moishenyu’s 
great admirers. Their paths often crossed, 
and each time Rav Meir Shapiro would take 
the opportunity to speak to Rav Moishenyu 
in learning. Rav Meir Shapiro deeply 
respected Rav Moishenyu and would often 
voice his praises. When Rav Meir Shapiro 
was suddenly niftar in Cheshvan 1934, Rav 
Moishenyu was offered the post of Rav of 
Lublin, which had become vacant with Rav 
Meir’s petira, and he was also asked to take 
over the running of Yeshiva Chachmei 
Lublin.  

Rav Moishenyu refused the 
Rabbonus of Lublin but he did agree to 
take charge of the Yeshiva. He was 
crowned Nosi of the Yeshiva, the foremost 
Torah establishment in Poland. His 
appointment had a tremendous impact on 
the Yeshiva, his influence felt in every 
aspect and every stage. No matter, large or 
small, was decided without his consent, 
and under his guidance the Yeshiva 
continued to flourish. Rav Moishenyu 
traveled to Lublin a few times a year, 
staying for several weeks at a time. He 
established personal contact with the 
bochurim (young men), watching their 
progress and preparing them to be future 
leaders of Klal Yisrael.  

Rav Moishenyu also played a major 
role in Agudas Yisrael, standing at the 

forefront of the movement. He became one 
of the Aguda’s major activists, his words 
leaving a deep imprint on all who heard 
them. He publicized a letter in support of 
Agudas Yisrael in which he wrote:  

The situation of our people at 
present is terrible. Every heart with 
a bit of feeling knows and feels the 
wounds of our nation. We have been 
struck both physically and 
spiritually, the churban 
(destruction) of Yiddishkeit 
(Judaism) being even greater than 
the churban of the people. 
Therefore, the meeting of those who 
represent Torah and recognize that 
our nation is only a nation through 
the observance of the Torah and 
mitzvos is especially important, and 
the Aguda has proven itself to be 
capable of improving the lot of Klal 
Yisrael... 

The extent to which Rav 
Moishenyu’s presence was felt in the 
Aguda can be seen from the following 
story: When the second Knessia Gedola 
(convention) took place in Vienna in 1929, 
Rav Moishenyu missed the opening day of 
the Knessia, since he did not have a valid 
passport and was therefore unable to 
travel. When he finally arrived during the 
second day of the Knessia, the Gerrer 
Rebbe was in the middle of presiding over a 
meeting. When he heard that Rav 
Moishenyu had just arrived and was 
standing outside, the Imrei Emes got up 
and went outside to greet him. When the 
Gerrer Rebbe caught sight of Rav 
Moishenyu, his face lit up and he 
exclaimed, “Now that you have arrived, the 
Knessia will have a totally different 
meaning.” He then took Rav Moishenyu’s 
arm and led him into the meeting.  

Rav Moishenyu was held in very 
high regard by his shver, Rav Menachem 
Nachum of Boyan-Czernowitz and when he 
visited his shver, Rav Menachem Nachum 
instructed his Chassidim to go to his son-
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in-law with a kvittel. When Rav Menachem 
Nachum was niftar in 1937, many of his 
Chassidim became staunch Chassidim of 
Rav Moishenyu, adopting him as their new 
Rebbe.  

The last period of Rav Moishenyu’s 
life is the story of the heartbreaking and 
tragic end of Polish Jewry. With the 
outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, 
Cracow was overtaken by the accursed 
Germans, ym”s (may their name be 
erased), who confined the Yidden to a 
ghetto. With the worsening of the daily 
decrees against the Yidden, Rav Moishenyu 
left the city at the first opportunity in the 
summer of 1940, and fled to the city of 
Tarnow. In Tarnow, he continued to lead a 
Bais Medrash and to give tischen as before. 
Now, more than ever before, he was sought 
from all sides by the desperate cries of 
Yidden seeking a reassuring hand to guide 
them through the storm that had engulfed 
them.  

Even in those difficult times, Rav 
Moishenyu tried to keep his seder hayom 
(daily schedule) as normal. The Yidden of 
the town felt safe in his presence and they 
did their utmost to protect him. He ruled 
on many of the painful and heartrending 
shailos in matters of life and death. He 
comforted the panic-stricken Yidden 
around him, keeping up their spirits and 
calming their feelings.  

Rav Moishenyu’s Chassidim tried 
desperately to save him; after some time 
they managed to procure American 
documents for him. The documents were 
smuggled into Tarnow, but Rav Moishenyu 
refused to use them. He simply could not 
abandon his fellow Yidden in their hour of 
need.  

In 1942, the Germans decided to 
liquidate the Jews of Tarnow and in Sivan 
of that year, an aktion took place in which 
eighteen thousand Yidden were killed. Rav 
Moishenyu had gone into hiding before the 
aktion had started and managed to escape. 

For over a year, Rav Moishenyu managed 
to avoid being captured, by moving from 
one bunker to the next. Finally, on the 2nd 
of Elul 1943, he was caught and sent with 
the last remaining Jews of Tarnow to 
Auschwitz. He was killed a day later al 
Kiddush Hashem (sanctifying Hashem’s 
name) together with his Rebbetzin on the 
3rd of Elul, Hy”d (may Hashem avenge his 
spilled blood).  

In recent years, a booklet called 
Megilas Auschwitz was found hidden 
under one of the buildings in Auschwitz. In 
it, the mechaber, an inmate in Auschwitz, 
describes the daily life in the camp. In one 
of the chapters, the mechaber mentions 
Rav Moishenyu’s arrival in Auschwitz:  

 In this particular transport 
were a number of important people, 
one of them being the Boyaner 
Rebbe, Rav Moshe Friedman. He 
was one of the most famous 
Talmidei Chachomim in Poland. He 
turned to the commanding SS 
officer and proclaimed aloud in 
German, “You cruel murderers! 
Don’t think that you will be able to 
destroy the Jewish people. The 
Jewish people will exist forever, but 
you low murderers – you will 
receive your punishment. The 
innocent blood that you are spilling 
will avenge itself on you. Our 
innocent blood will not rest until it 
has succeeded in destroying you 
all.”  

 The Boyaner Rebbe spoke 
with great feeling and as he 
finished, he said out loud in a fiery 
voice, “Shema Yisrael.” All those 
with him joined him in crying out 
Shema Yisrael. These few moments 
of true ruchnius (spirituality) 
demonstrated that the everlasting 
ko’ach (spiritual strength) of the 
Yidden will never be conquered.  

www.nishmas.org./gdynasty/chapt7.htm
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Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Rav Avrohom Yitzchok 

Rav Kook was born in Griva, Latvia, 
in 1865. His father was a talmid
Volozhin Yeshiva, the center of misnagdus
whereas his maternal grandfather was a 
member of the Chassidic movement. He 
entered the Volozhin 
Yeshiva in 1884, where he 
became close to the Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rav Naftoli Tzvi 
Yehuda Berlin (the Netziv). 
Already in his youth, he 
was well-known as a 
prodigy. At the age of 
twenty-three, he entered 
his first Rabbinical position. Between 1901 
and 1904, he published three articles that 
anticipate the fully formed philosophy that 
he developed in Eretz Yisrael. 

In 1904, he came to Eretz
assume the Rabbinical post in Yaff
also included responsibility for the new 
secular Zionist agricultural settlements 
nearby. His influence on people in different 
walks of life was already noticeable, as he 
attempted to introduce Torah and 
into the life of the city and the settlements.

The outbreak of the First World War 
caught him in Europe, and he was forced to 
remain in London and Switzerland for the 
remainder of the war. While there, he was 
involved in the activities which led to the 
Balfour Declaration. Upon returning, h
was appointed the Rav of Yerushalayim, 
and soon after, as first chief Rav
Yisrael (the State had not yet been been 
born). Rav Kook was a man of Halocha
the strictest sense, while at the same time 
possessing an unusual openness to new 
ideas. This drew many religious and 
nonreligious people to him, but also led to 
widespread misunderstanding of his ideas. 
He wrote prolifically on both Halocha
Jewish thought, and his books and 
personality continued to influence many 
even after his petira in Yerushalayim in 
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1935. His authority and influence continue 
to this day.  

www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biog
raphy/Rav_Kook.html 



The first chief Rav
Palestine, Rav Kook was perhaps the most 
misunderstood figure of his time.

Born in Latvia of staunch 
and Misnaggidic stock, he 
retained throughout his life 
a unique blend of the 
mystical and the rational. 
He was a thorough master 
of the entire Halachic
Midrashic, philosophic, 
ethical, and Kabbalistic
literature. But mo
important, he brought to bear the entire 
tradition upon the contemporary scene. He 
saw the return to Eretz
merely a political phenomenon to save 
Jews from persecution, but as an event of 
extraordinary historical and theological 
significance. Rav Hutner once said that Rav 
Kook peered down on our world from great 
heights and hence his perspective was 
unique. 

Above all, Rav Kook pulsated with a 
sense of the Divine and he sought to reach 
those who had strayed. He once quoted the 
Rabbinic dictum that one should embrace 
with the right hand and rebuff with the left, 
commenting that he was fully capable of 
rejecting, but since there were enough 
rejecters, he was fulfilling the role of 
embracer. On the other hand, he was never 
tolerant of desecration of 
clear to any objective talmid
works. 

Though keenly aware of the huge 
numbers of non-observant Jews, he had a 
vision of the teshuva of the nation. His 
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concept of teshuva envisioned, in addition 
to the teshuva of the individual, a teshuva 
of the nation as a whole, a teshuva that 
would be joyous and healing. He refused to 
reject Jews as long as they identified 
themselves as Jews. In a noteworthy 
exchange with his great friend, admirer – 
and opponent – Rav Yaakov Dovid 
Willowski, Rav Kook explained the two 
components of a Jew: his essential nature – 
the pintele Yid, and the path he had chosen 
in exercising free will. Even if the second 
element were weak, as long as the first was 
not repudiated, there was still hope. 

He called for and envisioned a 
spiritual renaissance where “the ancient 
would be renewed and the new would be 
sanctified”. His vision of teshuva disdained 
fear and apprehension and looked forward 
to “the poet of teshuva, who would be the 
poet of life, the poet of renewal and the 
poet of the national soul waiting to be 
redeemed”. 

Rav Kook’s printed works to date are 
in excess of thirty volumes, with many 

works still in manuscript. There are a 
number of translations into English of a 
small fraction of his works.  

Selected Teachings of Rav Kook on Eretz 
Yisrael: 

‘‘Only by learning the secrets of 
Torah can a person experience the highest 
levels of holiness and the transcendental 
uniqueness of Eretz Yisrael.’’ 

‘‘Rooted in Kabbalistic literature is 
the understanding that Hebrew letters are 
the atoms and building blocks of the soul. 
When a Jew comes to live in Eretz Yisrael, 
his small individual letters expand to 
become the gigantic letters of the whole 
Jewish nation.’’ 

 ‘‘Because the soul of a Jew is 
connected to all of the souls of the nation, 
the yearning of even one individual for 
Eretz Yisrael has a profound, multiple 
effect on all of the Jewish People. The 
mercy of Hashem is aroused, and slowly, 
the nation begins to return to its 
homeland.’’ 

 

Y SEGULOS YISRAELSEGULOS YISRAELSEGULOS YISRAELSEGULOS YISRAEL Z 

This Week’s Segula 

The Tzaddikim tell us that a segula 
for Yiras Shomayim (fear of Heaven) and 
for warmth and bren in Avodas Hashem is 
to avoid anything that will cool us off or 
cause us to become disinterested or bored 
with Torah and Avoda. 

The Chofetz Chaim used to say that 
a Jew who lives in the capital city of 
Warsaw (you can surely substitute any 
modern urban center today, like London, 
Paris or New York City) and refrains from 
traveling the main streets and guards his 
eyes, is building himself a Heavenly 
fortress, which is waiting for him as his 
reward. 

The Chazon Ish was once visited by 
a Jew who asked him if he should take a job 

in a working environment where his 
coworkers were not coreligionists and not 
G-d-fearing Shomrei Torah and mitzvos at 
all. He explained it was clear to him that 
this work environment would not cause 
him to transgress any prohibitions, not 
even DeRabbonon. However, he feared that 
such an environment might cause him a 
certain detachment or kerirus (cool 
attitude). The Chazon Ish answered him in 
his characteristic way: “Kerirus is Yehorag 
Ve’Al Ya’avor! – Cold detachment is so bad 
it would be better to allow oneself to be 
killed than suffer it!” 

Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz was once sitting 
in his Sukka during Yom Tov and they 
brought him the soup. Since, to get to the 
Rebbe’s Sukka with food, one had to carry 
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the food through the streets from the 
kitchen to the Sukka, by the time it arrived 
the soup was cold. The Rebbe asked, “Why 
is the soup so cold?” They explained to the 
Rebbe how the soup needed to be brought 
through the streets to the Sukka and had 
cooled off. Said the Belzer Rebbe, “If soup, 

which has no feelings, passes through the 
streets and gets cooled off, then just 
think…imagine what can happen to a flesh-
and-blood person with feelings and 
emotions in his heart?! What happens to 
him if he passes through the streets and 
cools off?!” 

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

controls everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer 
Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, 
refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur 
in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for 
further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros 
Ha’Tzaddikim in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose 
yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled 
with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of Klal 
Yisrael. 

    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

Yehudis Mina Bas Chana Riva 


