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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Kidushin 81b) states that if one thought he was 
eating pork but what he actually ate was lamb, the Torah states 
that he requires Kaparah and forgiveness for his sinful intention. 
The Or HaChaim HaKadosh at the end of Parshas Vayechi states 
that vcuyk vcaj oheukt vgr hkg o,caj o,tu (you intended harm 
to me; Hashem intended it for good) is similar to one who 
intended to give his friend a drink of poison, but it turned out to 
be wine, in which case he has no liability whatsoever, even in 
Shomayim. How is this different from the above Gemara ? The 
Divrei Yatziv (s”uh 67) suggests that the absolution stems from the 
mitzvah of his having revived his friend by giving wine – not just 
a drink of water. Such a mitzvah erases the original intention; the 
Gemara’s case does not involve a mitzvah. The Posuk says that 
the brothers told Yosef that Yaakov had instructed him to forgive 
them for what they had done to him. Rashi explains that they had 
bent the truth, as Yaakov had never said that. The Imrei Daas 
suggests that perhaps what the brothers meant was as follows: 
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 606:2) states that Yom Kippur does not 
provide a Kaparah for sins committed against one’s fellow man 
until he appeases his aggrieved friend. What if the offense 
resulted in a benefit to the “victim”, such as Yosef, who rose to 
the position of Viceroy as a result of what the brothers did ? 
Perhaps no appeasement is needed. However, Yaakov himself had 
asked Yosef to forgive him for burying Rochel at the roadside 
instead of in Chevron or Beis Lechem, despite the fact that Bnei 
Yisroel would benefit from her timely tears at that spot as they 
went into Galus. Thus, the brothers extracted Yaakov’s 
“message” to Yosef that he should forgive them despite the fact 
that he benefited from what they did, from Yaakov’s own words. 
However, Yosef disagreed, pointing out that as he had been given 
the opportunity to support his family and much of the civilized 
world as a result of being sold, that mitzvah accrues to their 
benefit, and erases their original intentions. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
With all other factors being equal, should a man marry a Bas 
Yisroel over a Bas Levi to make possible a Pidyan HaBen ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When may one make a Siyum only if he hadn’t intended to ?)  
R’ Shlomo Kluger (vnka lk ;ktv -386 j”ut) states that if one was 
learning one of the Neviim, and realized he could finish it on Erev 
Pesach (or in the nine days), and make a Siyum to permit eating 
(meat), he may do so, only if when he started studying it, he did 
not do so with the intent to make a Siyum on it Erev Pesach.       

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not verbalize a plan or intention to do something after 
Shabbos that he could not do on Shabbos, nor may one instruct 
another regarding such activities. However, it is permitted to say 
to another that someone else is planning to do something after 
Shabbos, if it is not gdub to either of them. (vpah hbct 2:24)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 23a) states that a Talmid Chochom who does 
not take revenge or bear a grudge like a snake is not a Talmid 
Chochom, despite the Torah’s prohibition against such behavior. 
The Gemara proceeds to describe revenge: A asks B to lend him 
his sickle, and is refused, and the next day B asks A to lend him 
his hatchet, and A says “No, just as you refused me yesterday”. A 
grudge is described as B asking A to lend him his hatchet and A 
says No. The next day, A asks B to lend him his shirt and B says 
“Ok, because I am not like you”. The Gevuras Ari asks why the 
Issurim of ruy, tku oue, tk place revenge before a grudge. Isn’t 
vengeance just an act based on an existing grudge ? He answers 
that the Gemara’s two illustrations are not isolated events, but 
rather they occurred in sequence. Thus, the Torah is telling us that 
despite the fact that A acted vengefully towards B in the first 
case, this does not give B the right to harbor a grudge against A in 
the second case. This is evident from the fact that the Gemara did 
not use a sickle and a hatchet in the grudge illustration, but 
instead introduced a shirt to follow the hatchet, indicating that it 
was a continuation of the first case. Is this the revenge or grudge 
that a Talmid Chochom is encouraged to practice ? Although the 
Gemara limits the Issur to monetary matters (as illustrated), it is 
certainly difficult to expect a Talmid Chochom to exhibit acts of  
vneb  or vrhyb for personal affronts, even in defense of the Torah. 
Some Meforshim suggest that the Talmid Chochom is encouraged 
to take revenge with kindness, treating his offender with 
goodwill, that may annoy him even more than repayment in kind, 
while maintaining the proper standard of behavior expected from 
a Talmid Chochom. The Gemara (ibid 75b) points out the 
difference between how a human being reacts to an offense – he 
seeks to destroy his offender, and how Hashem reacted to the 
serpent in Gan Eden (ajb is hvh), where Hashem’s curse resulted 
in the serpent finding a never-ending source of sustenance, 
wherever he goes. Thus, Hashem exhibited just that source of 
spiritual revenge, which resulted in a benefit to the offending 
snake. As such, Chazal were saying that a Talmid Chochom who 
does not fashion his revenge and grudge ajbf – like that which 
was done to the snake, is not behaving like a Talmid Chochom.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
One of R’ Meir MiPremishlan’s Chasidim came to him with a problem. 
His son-in-law was a very honest man, but not a successful one. 
Whichever business he threw his hands into, in the end he would lose 
all his investment. The Rebbe told him to send him his son-in-law. R’ 
Meir told the young man that if he were to write down the following 
Posuk:  lhsh jkan kfcu lhnxtc vfrcv ,t l,t ‘s umh, he would be 
jhkmn. The Rebbe explained to him that when one raises one’s hands to 
Shomayim (lhsh jkan), there are two elevations – from the small finger 
to the fourth, and then from there to the middle finger. After that, there 
are two declines, from the middle to the index finger, and then a “long 
leap” to the thumb. This mirrors price fluctuations in business. If you are 
looking to sell, you may not wait and hope for more than one or two 
rises in the price. Once the price has gone to the middle finger, if you 
wait any longer in the hope of getting rich quick, you will move down, 
and if you still wait, you will fall down to the thumb and lose everything. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


