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Following the Leader   by R' Dovid Winiarz 

Dictionary.com defines “Truth” as a verified or indisputable fact, proposition, principle, or the like. 

In order to follow a leader, we have to be prepared to dig deep to determine if the leader is following the truth. 

If they are not being truthful then we can follow if we please but we must be honest with ourselves and 

acknowledge that we are following at our own whim and understand that we will not reach the destination that 

is best for us. We must face ourselves in the mirror and admit that we are following the leader for selfish 

reasons. Perhaps this leader makes us feel good about our decisions. Perhaps this leader validates our lifestyle 

choices despite other known truths. Whatever the reason, following an untruthful leader leads us to a brick wall 

at the end of the trip because untruth never lasts whereas truth , real truth, is eternal. 

So, what type of leader should we follow? This essay is being prepared for publication to reach out to the 

Jewish world population (roughly 12.5 million people) so the question becomes what type of Jewish leader 

should we follow?  

I will share, without apology, that I advocate the 

following of a Torah leader. What makes a Torah 

leader a leader is the mere fact that the Torah is an 

“indisputable fact” by virtue of the fact that it makes 

claims and promises that no mortal can ever lay claim 

to making. 

The portion of Behar in Leviticus spells out the 

promises made by G-d to those who observe the laws 

of Shmitta/letting the land lay fallow every seven years. 

This promise of sufficient food (3 years’ worth) was 

only made to the Jewish people who are living in the 

land of Israel. The land of Israel whose borders are 

defined by a document 3325 years old. This promise 

was not made to the non-Jews of the same land, nor 

was the promise made to be fulfilled after the 

commandment was fulfilled but it is to be fulfilled by 

those who commit to following the laws. This is one of 

several such promises. 

The leader I speak of can base his teachings on the original document with a chain of tradition dating back to 

the very beginning. The amazing thing about this entire process is the lack of rigidity in which a Torah 

observant Jew can live their life as opposed to one who does not follow the Torah and its leaders. There are 70 

different paths of Torah learning that have their roots going all the way back to that seminal event where 3 

million of our ancestors became the first and last group of people to claim mass revelation that this Torah was 

given by G-d. 
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Amazingly, amongst other movements within Judaism, the very leaders who choose to corrupt the Torah 

without being able to justify their “chain of tradition” still keep the Torah scroll unchanged in the ark. They still 

seek the validity of the Truth but their words belie their intentions. Let us recall our opening salvo in this essay 

where we accepted upon ourselves to be intellectually and emotionally honest and acknowledge that the choices 

we make in who we follow are selfish and therefore incorrect if they are not firmly rooted in a Torah ideal. 

The time is rapidly approaching, as the numbers of non or less observant Jews dwindle and fade away, for the 

non or less observant who still care for the future of the Jewish people to give the Torah and its true leaders a 

deeper look. Not just a deeper look is in order but an honest attempt at joining our brothers and sisters of the 

more observant ilk. The New York Times or the Jewish Week may well relish posting and distorting the 

“Orthodox scandal of the week.” But we all know, in our hearts that the media is a dangerous weapon in the 

hands that would see us fully assimilated. Underneath the grime of the scandal rags lies a seven branch menorah 

with each light directed at ten of the nations of the world. The base and the branches shine as they have for 

thousands of years and the shofar call to return to Torah will soon be heard throughout the world. 

 

 

 

Parshas Emor contains the story of the blasphemer who cursed HaShem Rachmona litzlan. He 
was the son of a Jewish woman, Shlomis bas Divri of the Tribe of Dan, and an Egyptian 
father. 

There are two differing accounts of what led to his offense. One is that he scoffed at the 
Lechem HaPanim, the special holy showbread, that a regular king gets fresh, warm bread 
and G-d gets cold, week-old bread in His temple. 

A listener got upset at him and they came to blows over it. That’s when this man cursed 
HaShem. 

Another explanation is that he wanted to set up camp 
in the portion of Dan, his mother’s tribe. However, 
since the tribe goes by the father’s lineage, the others 
didn’t want him to pitch his tent there and they took 
him to court. Moshe ruled that he could not stay there 
and he was forcibly removed by the tribe members. 
After this the man cursed G-d. 

Regardless of what started the issue, it would appear 
that the response of those around him drove him to 
this extreme action. Had the person who heard him 
mock the bread spoken reasonably, without striking 
him, he might have reversed his comments. 

Had the tribe attempted to help him find a place instead of just saying, “You have no place 
here,” he might have accepted his role as something other than what he’d hoped. 

However, by being hateful and insulting, even when they were defending what was right, 
the others had a hand in desecrating the name of HaShem. 

SURE, YOU BELIEVE IN G-D.  BUT CAN YOU POINT AND SAY, 

“THAT WAS HIM!”? 
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