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In the midst of the Egyptian inferno appeared a man named Moshe. He was raised in bais Pharaoh 
(the palace of Pharaoh) soon to be charged with one of the most important missions of history. Who 
was Moshe? To what does the Torah attribute his Divine appointment as the Redeemer of Israel?  

Moshe was raised in bais Pharaoh with all of its comforts and luxuries. One day, after upon learning 
of his origins, he made a daring decision. He exited the palace casting away all of the honor, security 
and power that he had attained. Upon his arrival at the labor camps, he burst into tears. Moshe 
inclined his shoulders and literally offered to carry the burdens of his brethren. He cried out, “Your 
tortures pain me; I wish I could die for you!” Hashem said, “Since you (Moshe) sacrificed your 
position and have instead shared in the sorrows of Yisroel, I will also leave My activities in the upper 
and lower worlds to speak only to you.”(Shemos Rabah 1:27). 

Years later, Moshe was tending Yisro’s flocks in the dessert and a kid fled to a pool of water a 
distance away. Moshe pursued the young goat and reached him as he was drinking. Moshe 
exclaimed, “I did not know that you ran away because of your thirst; you must be fatigued.” He 
lifted the animal onto his shoulders and carried him back to the flock. Hashem said, “You, who tend 
the flocks of man with all of your strength will tend My flock, Yisroel.” (Shemos Rabbah 2:2) 

The Al-mighty chose Moshe to be the “Shepherd of B’nei Yisroel” because of his virtue of empathy. 

Empathy is to identify with the needs, feelings, and suffering of others. The Saba from Kelm, Torah 
luminary in Pre-War Europe, adds that Moshe Rabeinu was נושא בעול עם חבירו, i.e. carrying the 
yoke of his fellow man, or, colloquially, “putting oneself in another’s shoes.” 

Empathy plays a major role in positive parenting.  Fortunate is the child whose feels that his parents 
care and understand him when they convey this noble characteristic. Empathy can open up paths of 
communication, motivating the child to “unload” uncomfortable feelings, fears, and issues, never 
before expressed.   During such exchanges, parents do not pass judgment nor draw conclusions until 
after the child completes his description of events and revelation of emotions. Consequently, the 
child feels validated leading to positive self-esteem and other healthy emotional reactions.   

Effective empathy requires relating to the child from his perspective.  This is a formidable challenge 
for the Abba/Ima, for they must also guide this process according to the child’s mindset and 
maturity level and not in accordance with their expectations. A parent views his children as an 
extension of himself. This often operates on a subconscious or unconscious level. Therefore if the 
child does not perform in the “proper” manner the parent can lapse into denial or on the other 
extreme vent his frustration upon him. This can torpedo sincere efforts. We are not saying that the 
child’s orientations are necessarily correct or healthy, often they are not. However, the parent can 
influence the child to change only through mutual trust and respect.   

May Hashem grant us success in relating more positively and empathetically to our diamonds. 


