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Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

7:24   -            TWRN TQLDH 
7:42   -                                     HEYQw 
8:45   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:30   -                          A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:38  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
7:44  -                                     HEYQw 
8:28  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
8:56 -                                      72 TAC 
Wednesday 7:48:11 AM  - RYYA DLWM 

Rosh Chodesh is Wednesday and Thursday 
Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com and 

EzrasTorah.org 

Now You Know 
One of the 24 non-Kosher birds listed in 

this week’s parsha is the Chasida. It is a 
white stork, but the Gemara (Chulin 

63a) tells us that it is called this name 
because “it does kindness with its kind” 

by sharing its food. 

This would seem to be a positive 
attribute. Why, then, would this be a 

non-kosher bird? Or, if it was to be non-
kosher, why focus on this aspect of it 

and highlight its good behavior? 

The Chidushei HaRim explains. He says 

that the problem here is that the stork 
does kindness, but only to its own kind. 

Too often we see people who are nice 

to those who agree with them or behave 
as they do, but when someone 

disagrees or practices Judaism 
differently than they, they became cruel 

and heartless. 

This is what the bird does so we stay far 
away from it. 

Perhaps we can also suggest another 

approach. This food practices kindness 
by sharing with its own kind. The act 

itself is admirable, but calling it kindness 
is problematic.  

Rather than viewing something as 
‘chesed,’ a mitzvah act, one should 
seek to benefit others out of love for 

them and a desire to help. To help, 
saying, “I’m doing chesed!” shows that 

one is not truly concerned about the 
other. 

Thought of the week: 

Kindness isn’t something 
you do; it’s something you 
are and become. 

(BK:U ARQYW)‰.OYMLwHW HLEHW TAUXH TsEM DRYW OKRBYW OEH LA WDY TA IRHA AsYW‰  

“Aharon raised his hands towards the nation and blessed them; and he 
descended (the altar) from performing the [various] offerings.”(Vayikra 9:22) 

It’s not entirely clear what blessing Aharon gave the people. Some say it was the 
standard Kohain’s blessing with which we are familiar, though it wasn’t yet 
commanded. That’s why some say he gave his own blessing, as King Shlomo did 
when inaugurating the Bais HaMikdash. On the other hand, perhaps it was 
commanded at this time. Or maybe he used these words and they became 
commanded to be used for generations at a later time. Regardless, he blessed them. 

The Toras Kohanim says that this posuk does not portray the actual circumstances of 
the blessing because he would have come down from the altar after offering the 
sacrifices first, and then blessed the people afterwards. 

Why then does it write it in this fashion? One possibility is that even after doing the 
sacrificial procedures, Aharon saw that the Shechina, HaShem’s holy countenance, did 
not come down to dwell in the Mishkan. Aharon felt it was because he had brought a 
curse upon the Jews with his involvement in the sin of the Golden Calf. He therefore 
sought to bless them to complete the atonement. 

However, there is another aspect which must be mentioned. The Mishna in the first 
chapter of Pirkei Avos (which we learn during the period of Sefiras HaOmer) says, 
“Hillel says: Be of the students of Aharon, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving 
people and bringing them closer to the Torah.” 

Aharon felt a fierce love and devotion to every member of Klal Yisrael. To him, this was 
just as integral to serving HaShem as the korbanos he offered on the mizbeiach. In 
fact, it was proven to be so because the Shechina did not rest on the Mishkan simply 
because he brought the sacrifices. 

Complete service of HaShem requires a person to feel motivated to fulfill his 
obligations to G-d, as well as to feel great obligations towards his fellow man. Not 
because HaShem told him to, but because of his generous spirit and desire to benefit 
others. 

The Sefas Emes, in fact, says that because Aharon had a tremendous urge to bless 
the Jews, the Kohanim were given the mitzvah of Birchas Kohanim. The lesson for us 
to remember is that serving Man is part and parcel of serving HaShem, and we should 
be excited and motivated to do whatever we can for others. 

An oldie but a goodie - R’ Leib Chasman was speaking to a boy who had come to him asking 
how to improve his service of HaShem.  After some discussion, R’ Leib asked the bochur to go 
to the Rebbetzin in the kitchen and ask her for a cup of tea for him.  The boy jumped up to do as 
he was asked. 

As he did, R’ Leib grabbed his arm.  “Wait!  Why did you jump up so quickly?”  The boy 
hesitated, thought a moment, and then replied, “I guess I ran because I have the opportunity to 
serve a Talmid Chacham!” 

“Oy,” sighed R’ Leib.  “It is exactly as I thought.  A young man is presented with the chance to 
improve his Avodas Hashem by doing a true kindness and bringing a feeble old man a cup of 
tea. However, instead of focusing on doing kindness for its own sake, he chooses to focus on 
other considerations like serving Torah scholars, which in my case is even questionable.” 
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It’s almost Lag Ba’Omer.  
In all the wedding preparations, did 

you remember to prepare speeches 

for the aufruf, wedding, or sheva 

brachos? 

JewishSpeechWriter.com can put 

the icing on your wedding cake with 

a custom speech that will make your 

simcha more memorable. 

 

Be kind and share 

Torah with others. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


