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In this week’s Parsha we read about the horrific Klalos (curses) which will befall the Jewish people 
if we fail to live up to our Torah obligations. The Torah tells us that the reason for these curses are “Because 
we did not serve Hashem with happiness”. It would be conceivable if these punishments would come about 
for a total lack of Torah observance, but how are we to understand that such curses can come about for the 
mere lack of joy in our Avodas Hashem?  
 

We live in a physical world and therefore tend to consider the physical act of a mitzvah to be the 
essential part. A person feels accomplished if he davens 3 times a day, puts on Tefillin and says brachos 
before eating; without considering his attitude towards Mitzvos to be so essential. Although we all know 
that we are obligated to do Mitzvos happily, many feel that Simcha (happiness) is an extra, like icing on a 
cake. However, is this the reality? 
 

The Mesilas Yesharim writes (Ch. 19): Simcha is a major principle in serving Hashem. This idea 
is what Dovid Hamelech wrote about, “Serve Hashem with gladness, come before Him with joyous 
singing.” The Shechina does not rest upon a person except through the Simcha of doing a Mitzvah (Shabbos 

30b). The Midrash says: When you go to daven, your heart should be joyous over the fact that you are 
davening to Hashem who has no equal. This is the true joy- that a person should be elated that he merits to 
serve a Master that has no equal, and to study his Torah and do his Mitzvos which are the components of 
true perfection and eternal glory. Shlomo Hamelech says (Shir Hashirim Ch. 1) “Draw me, we will run after 
You! The King has brought me into His chambers, we will rejoice and be glad in You.” The further a person 
merits entering into the chambers of knowing Hashem’s greatness, the greater his joy.  
 

Many times the Yetzer Harah’s main target is not to stop us from performing Mitzvos altogether, 
but rather to prevent us from performing them with true happiness and joy – an essential part of Avodas 
Hashem. 
 

Chazal say (Midrash Tanchuma. See Tanya Ch. 36): Hashem’s purpose for creating this world was to 
make a dwelling place for Himself in this world. The Torah says, “Make me a Mikdash and I will dwell 
among you”, meaning Hashem will dwell within each and every Jew. Chazal tell us that Matan Torah was 
a marriage between Hashem and Bnei Israel. The path to reach this connection with Hashem is through 
observing the Mitzvos. Therefore, “Mitzvah” comes from the same root as “צוותא” (connection), because 
the Mitzvos connect us to Hashem. 
 

Imagine a king who invites one of his subjects to a private meeting in his inner chamber. The king 
wishes to develop a close bond with this person and get to know him personally, because he truly loves 
him. This is the real meaning of the Mitzvos- they are a personal invitation from Hashem to meet with 
him in his innermost chamber. Hashem gives us Mitzvos solely due to His desire to bond with us and to 
dwell among us, for he truly loves us. 



Picture how you would respond to such an invitation. One man takes the time to prepare himself, 
travels to the royal palace and enters into the king’s chamber. There, he meets personally with the king 
himself! He has a chance to talk with him, to connect with him, and to develop a relationship. This person 
who took the opportunity to develop a personal connection with the king is undoubtedly in seventh heaven. 
His happiness knows no bounds! 
 

Another man receives the same personal invitation but never shows up! The king is sitting on his 
royal throne, waiting anxiously for his beloved guest to arrive. After some time passes and he still does not 
appear, the king thinks to himself, “Where is my visitor who I am waiting to see, the one who I sent an 
exclusive personal invitation to? Why didn’t he show up? Does he not want to have a relationship with me? 
I am waiting expectantly and anticipating his arrival!” Finally, the king leaves his room and asks a passing 
servant, “Have you seen my beloved visitor who I invited to meet with me today?” The servant replies, “I 
haven’t seen him but he left you a voicemail.” The king listens to the recorded message; an emotionless 
and icy voice says, “My master, the king, you asked that I speak with you so I am speaking…”  
 

The king stands there in shock! ‘I invited him to visit with me in my innermost chamber and he 
leaves me a voicemail?!’ Nonetheless, the king is filled with mercy and sends him a second invitation. Once 
more, the king sits and waits for him in anticipation, only to be disappointed. Again, he receives a message 
with no visitor. This happens over and over, one day after another. Will the king not get enraged? 
 

Hashem invites each and every one of us to a personal meeting with Him, to converse with Him 
and form a close relationship with Him. There are people who daven three times a day and yet never actually 
meet with Hashem! They pick up a Siddur and say the words without any recognition that they are standing 
before the King of all Kings and are actually conversing with Hashem! Such a person feels like he is leaving 
Hashem a message on His voicemail; he does not sense that he is having a personal dialogue.  
 

Because this person doesn’t feel the personal connection with Hashem, he has no joy when he 
davens. One can’t feel joy when he feels like he is talking to a machine, leaving countless messages one 
day after the next! Undoubtedly, he will not speak with feeling and will not feel happy! On the other hand, 
one who is fortunate enough to enter into the king’s chambers and have an intimate conversation with the 
king will surely feel endless joy! 
 

This is an example for the mitzvah of davening, but the same concept applies to all Mitzvos! 
Hashem invites us to put on Tefillin, to wash Netilas Yadayim, to learn Torah- with Him! Each Mitzvah is 
a personal invitation and we have to treat it as such- not just leave a voicemail that we fulfilled His 
commandment! 
 

Happiness is the measuring stick to know if a person met personally with the king or just left him 
a voicemail, G-d Forbid. The more a person bonds with Hashem, the greater is his joy. Therefore if a person 
has no Simcha in serving Hashem, he is essentially testifying that he has no personal connection to Hashem! 
This is why Simcha is such a crucial part of Avodas Hashem. For how long can one anger the King and 
make him sit and wait without showing up? At first, the King calls us with loving words, but if we 
consistently stand him up, he is likely to start talking in a harsher tone. And if we still don’t come to his 
palace, G-d Forbid, he has to call us with the klalos. May we be zoche to make our hearts into a dwelling 
place for Hashem and serve him with joy! In this zechus, we should be worthy of all of the Brachos in this 
week’s Parsha! 

 

  
 

“Serving Hashem requires happiness, but happiness without serving 
Hashem amounts to nothing.” 
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