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When R' Dovid was taken from this world, many of us were inconsolable. 

But that's not what being Jewish is about.  See what this week's parsha 

teaches us as we look back to the tragedy of one year ago. 
 

“And HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying, “I am HaShem. Speak to Pharaoh, King of Egypt, 
everything that I speak to you.” (Exodus 6:29) 

Moshe felt he was unworthy, and pointed out that he had a speech impediment and that it was unlikely 
Pharaoh would listen to him.  Despite Moshe’s protests, HaShem directed him to go to Pharaoh and give 
him G-d’s messages. 

We find that the Torah reiterates HaShem identifying Himself with the name of HaShem, spelled yud, hey, 
vov and hey, but pronounced as if it were written aleph, daled, nun, yud.  He tells Moshe that He did not 
reveal this name to Avraham, Yitzchak or Yaakov, but He is revealing it to Moshe. 

What is so unique about this name that the Torah keeps repeating that HaShem identified Himself this way 
to Moshe? 

The name HaShem is spelled with the same letters as the words Haya, Hoveh, and Yihiyeh – past, present, 
and future.  This is to identify that HaShem is beyond time, has always 
existed, and will always exist. Furthermore, when HaShem makes a 
decision, it incorporates all the factors of history (even the history that 
hasn’t happened yet!) 

Therefore, when Moshe asked HaShem why the servitude had gotten 
worse since he went to get the Jews out of Egypt, and offered the insight 
that Pharaoh would likely reject his overtures, HaShem told him, “I know.” 

“I am beyond time, and I know that Pharaoh will not listen to you.  I knew 
when I sent you that things would get worse before they got better, and this 
was all part of My plan.  I know you have a speech impediment, for it was I 
who gave it to you.  I know everything you will try to tell Me and it has 
already been factored into My decisions. 

When HaShem told something to the patriarchs, they understood that their own reasoning paled in 
comparison to HaShem’s omniscient view of the universe.  They trusted Him and that is something HaShem 
longed for in later generations. 

This is why He never revealed Himself to them with the name of HaShem that implies His existence across 
time: because He never needed to! 

The next time you think that something happens that was unplanned, or you think it’s a terrible calamity, 
remind yourself that G-d knew it would happen, and He wanted it to happen because when you look back, 
perhaps even if it takes you very far into the future, you’ll realize it was not only for a purpose, but it was 
good. 

Vaera 5776 

This issue is sponsored by Robert Bromberg and family of Staten Island, NY in loving memory of 

R' Dovid Avraham ben Chiya Kehas - R' Dovid Winiarz zt"l 
 

Yahrtzeit 27 Teves corresponding to Thursday January 7-Friday January 8, 2016 

Who taught us to "Keep Smiling" and to encourage others to do so!  Your teachings are not forgotten,  

nor is your deep love and friendship as well as your respect for all people, Jew and Gentile alike. 
 

Want to sponsor an issue for $36?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@gmail.com 



Now You Know 

To the untrained eye, the plagues on Egypt were merely retribution. It was God’s vengeance 

against those who harmed His people and came with the full weight of His wrath. But it isn’t so. 

Chazal, our Sages, teach us how each plague corresponded to something the Egyptians had done 

to the Jews. Whether it was causing blood to flow, or turning day into night and vice versa, 

there was a correlation to the Egyptian’s sins in their punishment. 

This is a measure of compassion. To simply destroy 

the Egyptians and send them cruel and unusual 

punishment because they were evil would serve no 

purpose. It would not make the world a better place. 

Because the plagues were parallel to the sins, the 

Egyptians were able to understand what they had 

done wrong. 

HaShem’s mode of punishment is mida k’neged mida, 

measure for measure, which highlights His 

compassion. By learning which mistakes we’ve made, 

we can avoid them in the future. 

G-d sent the plagues in that fashion so the Egyptians, 

and those who came after them, would understand 

how we are to treat people, or not treat them. 

He doesn’t need us to be punished, WE need it. 

When there is devastation, it is because of our own failings.  

That’s how a Jew looks at history, even when he’s living through it as his “present.” 

 

 
 

This Thursday night, January 7, 2016, is 

the first Yahrzeit (memorial 

anniversary) of R' Dovid Winiarz z"l. 

Honor his memory by bringing the Shabbos 

spirit into your home early by setting 

the table on Thursday night as he was 

wont to do in his own home.   

Do it with excitement and anticipation 

of the beautiful Queen who will be a 

family member for a day each week, and 

start thinking of that yummy Shabbos you 

will share with loved ones. 

When you do, please upload a picture to 

Facebook with the Hashtags #DoItForDovid 

and #SetShabbosTable.  

Let’s keep the flame of his enthusiasm 

burning brightly! 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

HaShem is in charge, and He loves me.  – R’ Dovid Winiarz z”l 


