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One Who Attempts To Cheat Others Through Faulty Weights Displays His 

Lack Of Emunah!  
 

›› The Sin of Cheating Others Through Incorrect Scales     

The verse states (25:13): “You shall not keep in your 
pouch two different weights, one large and one small.”  

The Minchas Chinuch (602:2) explains that verse is 
teaching us that it is forbidden for one to keep scales or 
measurements in his store or house that can be used to 
cheat customers.  

The Kuntres Middos U’mishkalos of the Chofetz Chaim 
states: “One who does so transgresses a prohibition every 
second that he keeps it, even if he does not use it.”  

The Rambam (Hilchos Geneiva 7:3) and Shulchan Aruch 
(Choshen Mishpat 231:3) rule that one who owns such a 
faulty measurement has transgressed this negative 
commandment.  

The verse (Mishlei 20:10) states: “Weights and weights, 
measures and measures (having two separate weights and 
measures in order to fool customers) are both an 
abomination to Hashem.” Rabenu Yona explains: They are 
an abomination because he planned on wronging others 
with them, even if he never used them. His evil intentions 
are the abomination.  

The verse continues to say: “You shall have a full and 
honest weight…in order that your days will be prolonged.” 
We may wonder why the Torah promises long life 
specifically to someone who avoids this prohibition (as it 
does to one who fulfills the positive commandments of 
honoring one’s parents, studying Torah and shiluach 
hakein). What is unique about this prohibition that it merits 
this punishment which is not found for any other sins? 

The Parshah continues with the story of the battle with 
Amaleik. Rashi states: “Why are these portions placed next 
to each other? To teach that if you use 
fraudulent measures and weights, you should 
be worried about provocation from the 
enemy.”  

How does this sin specifically cause the 
enemy to be provoked and attack us?  

We may further ask: The verse (Shemos 17:7-8) states: 
“He named the place ‘masah merivah’ (testing and 
quarreling) because of the quarrel of the children of Yisroel 
and because of their testing Hashem, saying, Is Hashem in 
our midst or not?  Amalek came and fought with Yisroel in 
Refidim.” Rashi explains with the following parable:  

“Amalek came: This portion was placed next to the last 
one to imply: I am always among you, and always prepared 
for all your necessities, but you say, Is Hashem in our midst 
or not? By your life, the dog will come and bite you, and you 
will cry out to Me, and then you will know where I am. This 
can be compared to a man who placed his son on his 
shoulder and set out on the road. Whenever his son saw 
something, he would say: Father, take that thing and give it 
to me, and he gave it to him. They met a man, and the son 
said to him: Have you seen my father? His father said to him: 
You don’t know where I am? He threw him down off him, 
and a dog came and bit him.” 

It seems from this verse that Amaleik attacked the nation 
because they complained and lacked emunah in Hashem – 
not because of the reason mentioned in our Parshah.           

›› The Vast Difference Between Mitzrayim and Amaleik   

Before we can answer these questions, we must explain 
the deeper meaning of the commandment to wipe out 
Amaleik. We see that Amaleik is considered more deplorable 
than any other nation. There was a command to destroy the 
seven nations of Canaan, but this command was only for one 
generation. The command to annihilate Amaleik remains for 
all generations.  

Furthermore, the war with Amaleik is called a “War of 
Hashem” – something we do not find by any other war with 
any other nation – and we are commanded to always 

remember what they did to us and read the 
portion about the battle with them every year. 
(The Tosfos Shanz states that this is the only 
Torah reading that is a biblical obligation.) Why 
such great stress is placed on this particular nation 
above all others?  

The Torah tells us the reason why Amaleik is 
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singled out for this treatment s because, “He did not fear 
G-d.” However, we can ask that none of the nations of the 
world feared Hashem. Already in the days of Avrohom 
Avinu, he said, “There is no fear of G-d in this place.”  

The Sefer L’maan Achai V’rayei adds that it would seem 
to us that the Egyptians caused us much more pain and 
suffering than Amaleik ever did. They tortured us for 
hundreds of years, slaughtered our children, bathed in their 
blood, and used those bricks for their buildings. Yet we are 
not commanded to eradicate every vestige of Mitzrayim or 
to remember their wickedness constantly as we are for 
Amaleik. 

On the contrary, we are commanded not 
to cause pain to Egyptians because “we were 
guests in their land” – as Rashi explains, 
“Even though they threw our male offspring 
into the river, we must not cause them pain 
because they gave us a place to stay in a 
difficult time.”  

We see that when it comes to the 
Egyptians we are commanded to show some 
amount of gratitude, even though they 
tortured us to a terrible degree. We are 
commanded not to take revenge against 
them and to remember the small amount of 
goodness we received from them. Yet when 
it comes to Amaleik, we are commanded to 
wipe them out completely and take full 
revenge against them. How are we to 
understand this disparity?   

›› The Evil Essence of Amaleik Led The 
Nation To Complain Against Hashem!     

Regarding the story of the “masah 
merivah”, It is very puzzling how the nation 
that personally witnessed so many great 
miracles could wonder if Hashem was in their 
midst or not. Rashi tells us (Shemos 15:2) that 
every member of the nation pointed with 
their finger and said “This is my G-d and I will 
glorify Him”, and even a maidservant at the 
sea saw greater wonders than the prophets. 
How could they fall so quickly to question 
Hashem’s presence amongst them?  

The Netziv (in his Sefer He’emek Dovor) 
answers this perplexing question by stating: 
They knew very well that Hashem had been in their midst 
and performed wonders. However, they thought that 
perhaps this was only as long as Moshe Rabenu was alive 
and acting as His messenger. However, they knew that 
Moshe would one day die and open miracles would no 
longer be performed. They wondered if Hashem would be 
in our midst even without the power of Moshe and even at 
a time when there would be no more open miracles. 
Because of this lack of faith, Amalek came.  

The Netziv goes on to explain that the commandment 
to wipe out Amalek does not refer to the kingdom of 

Amalek – as we know the command applies even after the 
kingdom no longer exists and there are only a few 
individuals Amalekites alive. Furthermore, it cannot mean 
that we are obligated to eradicate the name Amalek so that 
no one utters it ever again – as the Torah is eternal and the 
name Amalek will always be in the Torah.  

Rather, the obligation to wipe out Amalek refers to the 
“essence” of Amalek. When Klal Yisroel left Egypt and 
were about to receive the Torah, Amalek was greatly 
angered. He hated the fact that Hashem chose this nation 
to be His chosen people and to always watch over them 
with Divine Providence.  

This hatred is Amalek’s essence, as 
Amalek stands against emunah in Hashem 
and His Providence. The way we will defeat 
Amaleik will be by eradicating this mindset 
from the nations. When we wipe out the 
belief that the world can operate “naturally”, 
with no Divine guidance, then we will have 
wiped out the essence of Amaleik and 
“Hashem will be the King over the entire 
world” – which will happen in the days of 
Moshiach. 

Since we see that the essence of Amaleik 
and the cause of his hatred was his denial of 
Hashem’s guidance, it is understandable that 
the punishment the nation received 
measure-for-measure for lacking emunah in 
Hashem was the attack by Amalek.  

The Netziv further states (ibid:9): Moshe 
Rabenu specifically waged the war against 
Amalek in a “natural” way in order to teach 
the nation that Hashem’s Providence was 
upon them even when no open miracles 
were present. He also states that the nation 
was told to choose strong men to fight the 
war because this war was meant to be fought 
by natural means in order to instill the nation 
with this lesson that His Providence over us is 
there even at times when the world is 
running “naturally.” 

The Netziv is teaching us that since 
Amaleik’s essence was a lack of belief in 
Hashem’s Divine guidance in every aspect of 
life, Hashem specifically battled them 
through “natural” means as a way to openly 
display that He Divinely orchestrates 

everything that occurs – even if it appears in the garb of 
“nature”.  

›› Cheating Others Through Faulty Scales Is A Sign Of 
A Lack Of Emunah!      

Returning to the topic of those who cheat others with 
faulty scales and measures, Rav Chaim Kaufman zt”l (in his 
Sefer Mishchas Shemen) states: We find that Chazal write 
very severely about the punishment for those who keep 
false measurements. For example, it is stated (Yevamos 
21A): “The punishment for (false) measurements is more 
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severe than the punishment for immorality.”  

We may wonder why this is so. Why is this prohibition 
so serious that the punishment is more severe than the 
most heinous prohibitions?  

He continues by quoting the words of the Netziv, who 
says that, when one thinks about it, he will realize that 
every sin is actually connected to one of the three most 
serious sins- idol worship, immoral relationships and 
murder. 

If one sins because of a lack of belief in Hashem, this sin 
is connected to idol worship. If one sins because his evil 
inclination overpowered him, this sin is connected to the 
sin of immorality. If one sins because of anger or any other 
character flaw that caused him to lose his reason, this sin is 
connected to the sin of murder.  

 Thus, if one steals from another person because his 
desire for his friend’s possession overwhelmed him and he 
could not contain his lust for this object, his sin has a real 
connection to immorality, which is seated in desire. 
However, if one keeps a faulty weight in his house with the 
intention of cheating someone in the future, he cannot 
claim that he was overcome by a moment of desire for any 
specific thing.  

Rather, the root of his sin is his lack of belief in Hashem 
and trust in Him to provide for him and give him everything 
he needs. Had he trusted and believed in Hashem, he would 
know that He would take care of him, and he would have 
no need or desire to deliberately cheat from others. We can 
thus see that such a person demonstrates a terrible lack of 
belief in Hashem – which places him in the category of an 
idol worshipper.  

Of the three most severe sins, idol worship is the most 
serious of all. This is true for two reasons.  

One: Because one who worships idols has insulted the 
glory of Hashem Yisborach.  

Two: Because one who has a lack of emunah in Hashem 
has the hardest time repenting. This is because one who 
believes in Hashem but was overwhelmed by his desires 
and sinned will want to repent once his evil inclination 
abates, but one who sins because he lacks belief in Hashem 
will never be aroused to repent.  

For this reason, one who keeps false weights, who is in 
the category of an idol worshipper because of his lack of 
emunah in Hashem, is worse than one who engages in 
immorality.  

We can now understand the connection between the 
prohibitions of having faulty weights to the story of Amaleik, 
as well as the connection between the “masa merivah” and 
the story of Amaleik.  

As we have stated, one who keeps faulty weights in his 
home in order to cheat people does so out of a lack of 
emunah. So too, when the nation complained to Hashem and 
questioned His presence amongst them, it was because of a 
lack of emunah. Therefore, both of these sins are inherently 
connected to Amaleik, whose essence is a lack of belief in 
Hashem. Thus, the measure-for-measure punishment for the 

masah merivah and the measure-for-measure punishment 
for owning false weights are both having Amaleik attack the 
nation.  

We can also now understand why the Torah is so 
stringent about the command to eradicate the nation of 
Amaleik in all generations, even more than it is with the 
commandment to kill the seven nations of Canaan in one 
generation. Since the essence of Amaleik is denial of 
Hashem’s Divine guidance and rejection of faith in Him, it is 
not enough to simply kill him. He must be eradicated from 
existence and annihilated completely.  

It is vital to completely destroy any vestige of Amaleik in 
order to uproot at its source the mindset that one is 
responsible for his own successes and need not trust in 
Hashem to provide for him.  

The verse says that Amaleik “happened upon you on the 
way”, which indicates that Amaleik represents the idea that 
everything simple “happens” on its own, with no Heavenly 
guidance. This essence of Amaleik is the twisted and evil 
mindset that must be eradicated thoroughly and fought 
constantly through all generations until it is removed from 
our midst.  

We can also use this lesson to answer another puzzling 
question.  

The verse first lists all the evil deeds of Amaleik, and 
concludes by saying a seemingly new complaint against them 
– that they did not fear G-d – which seems to be listed as the 
worst of all their deeds. Amaleik was the most vile and evil of 
all nations. Was their greatest sin the fact that they “did not 
fear Hashem”? Would anyone say about barbaric murders 
that they “did not fear Hashem”, as if this were their most 
evil deed? 

 Rav Leib Chasman zt”l answers this question by teaching 
us an incredible lesson: Fear of Hashem is not simply a benefit 
that one can have along with his good deeds. Fear of Hashem 
is the most fundamental and crucial of all concepts in the 
world! This is clearly stated in the verse (Koheles 3:14): “G-d 
made it (the world) so that they would fear before Him.” The 
entire world was created in order for His creations to fear 
Him at all times!  

Thus, if one lacks fear of Hashem, he is lacking in the 
essence of his humanity. Despite all of Amaleik’s wickedness, 
the biggest complaint against him was that he possessed no 
fear of Heaven. By saying that he did not fear Hashem, the 
Torah is telling us that he lacked the very fundamental aspect 
of humanity for which all creatures were created! This lack of 
fear of Heaven was the root cause of all of the other sins of 
Amaleik!   

Rav Chasman concludes by declaring: “You should know 
that fear of Heaven has no boundaries or restraints. It is 
wider than the entire land of the earth and vaster than all of 
the sea. If one does not fear Hashem, it is a complaint even 
against the most wicked men like Amaleik. If one has fear of 
Hashem, it is a great praise even for the greatest of men like 
Avrohom Avinu!”  


