
 

 

 

 

 

In the world of Hashem… 
 

In this week’s Torah portion we read about forefather Avraham’s unusual behavior.   

Avraham was always ready to do anything to show his unwavering love for G-d. 

Avraham was sitting outside of his tent, waiting for the guests, even thou he was 99 years old, 

on the third day after Bris Milah according to Rashi Hakodosh (third day after circumcision is 

the most painful, as it’s written in gemara Shabbos).  G-d Himself came to visit Avraham.  G-d 

also brought extreme heat in order to dissuade travelers from embarking on their journey, so 

that Avraham would not have to take care of guests.  Everything was arranged so that our 

forefather Avraham could rest.  Why, then, given all conditions to take it easy, Avraham chose 

to sit outside and wait for guests? 

Let’s try to explain with the help of the following story: 

One chassid came to his rebbe and told him of all his troubles.  Rebbe took a glass, poured 

salt and pepper into it, and asked chassid to taste the mixture.  The chassid twitched his face 

in disgust.  Then rebbe told him to take everything that was left in the cup, pour it into the 

well of pure water, and then taste the water.  He did what he was told, and said that the 

water tasted heavenly. 

Rebbe then explained to his chassid what he meant.  Salt and pepper are a symbol of pain and 

suffering.  If we are constantly immersed in it, then our life tastes horribly.  A well of water, 

on the other hand, is a symbol of endless mercy that our Father in Heaven bestows upon us 
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all the time.  If we focus in this mercy, suffering will lose its taste, and it will be washed away 

in the current. 

Everyone knows that our forefather Avraham was a symbol of mercy, and he was immersed 

in deeds of kindness his whole life.  He was constantly looking for ways how, when, and with 

whom to perform kindness.  That’s why he wasn’t bothered by pain at all, and even in the 

heat he was looking for ways to help someone. 

Unfortunately, many of us go through various difficulties and tests, and we are constantly 

searching for ways how to escape the pain from these difficulties.  Nesivos Sholom writes that 

our soul, which is a part of G-d Himself, will not let the body be happy, if we don’t let it to 

connect to the World, from which it was taken.  We can form this connection through prayer, 

learning Torah, and performing deeds of kindness.  When we are submerged in the material 

world and search for peace only in the material, leaving only a little bit of time for Torah, then 

we become like fish on dry land, that from time to time is sprayed with water.  Fish can only 

live in water.  And this is what G-d wants from us: in order to withstand the pain of tests, we 

have to make sure that our head is in His world, and then all pain and suffering will disappear. 

 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

 

 

 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/RabbiShteiman 

 

https://twitter.com/RabbiShteiman

