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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard  and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT SHMINI 5776

THE RIGHT WAY

The Torah relates: "the sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, each took his fire pan, they put fire in

them and placed incense upon it, and they brought before Hashem an alien fire that He had not

commanded them. A fire came forth from before Hashem and consumed them, and they died

before Hashem" (Vayikra 10:1-2). Nadav and Avihu offered a fire with a ketores, Hashem sent

down a fire and they died. Why did Nadav and Avihu offer this fire?  The Gemara writes that they

derived that "although fire descends from heaven then there is a mitzvah for one to bring his own".

The Kohanim bring fire every day to the altar for the offerings even though Hashem's fire descends

from heaven. Nadav and Avihu therefore felt that although fire had descended from Heaven they

had a mitzvah of bringing their own.

Their motives appear pure, if so why were they punished? Had they asked Moshe Rabenu he would

have informed them that this day was different from all other days. On all other days Hashem did

not wish for His miracles to be displayed openly, on this day Hashem wished for everyone to see

that His Divine Presence resides in the Beis Hamikdash and that He accepted the offerings of the

people. They however did not ask Moshe and for this they were punished. Their intent was purely

for Heaven's sake, yet they did not act properly.

In service of Hashem it is important to discern not only the difference between mitzvah and sin but

even the distinction between mitzvoth. Two different acts may be mitzvoth but it is important to
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understand  which  to  choose  and  which  takes  precedence.  Dovid  Hamelech  said:  "I  have  set

Hashem before me always, because He is at my right hand I shall not falter" (Tehillim 16:8). Does

this imply that he will falter on the left side, certainly Hashem protects us on the right and left side.

Rather what Dovid Hamelech meant is that there are two rights - a person may think he is in the

right, yet David prayed for siyata d'Shmaya not to perform improper deeds. We are not always

aware of what the right thing to do is and we need Hashem's help in making these decisions.

The Mesillas Yesharim writes that Hashem placed man in a situation where in every step there is

danger from all sides and must exercise extreme caution. On the one hand a person should have

bitachon that Hashem will provide his food, on the other hand a person may not sit back and say

Hashem provides so there is no need to work. It was only in the desert that food descended from

Heaven. We must work for our bread yet have bitachon that it comes from Hashem. One who sees

a poor starving man should not say: "man's sustenance is decreed on Rosh Hashana", clearly

Hashem decided that this man did not deserve, why should I give him charity? While it is certainly

true that Hashem provides, on the other hand he gave us a mitzvah of giving tzdaka and we must

do whatever we can for this poor man. Thus bitachon can be misused and thus pose a danger and

therefore one must give to the poor while at the same time a person must realize that if he does

not give to the poor, Hashem will find another way to provide for the poor.

Hashem sent us poor people in order that we have the opportunity to perform a mitzvah and merit

life in the Next World, not that the poor is unable to manage without us. The Gemara cites a case

of two donkeys - one carrying too heavy a load and which one needs to load, clearly one should

first remove the load of the laden donkey out of concern for tzaar baali chayim.   However, if one

donkey belongs to a friend and the other to an enemy, then regardless the donkey of the enemy

must be tended to. This is in order to fight and overpower the yetzer hara of enmity. The question

is, why should the other donkey suffer simply because I have a yetzer hara? In fact had Hashem

wished He could have seen to it that the other donkey does not suffer.

There is a dispute between the Rambam and the kabalists whether animals have special individual

Providence. It appears from Rashi in Chullin that there is, for he discusses that there is Divine

Providence which fish will be eaten by another fish. The Yerushalmi relates the story of R' Shimon

hiding  from the  Romans  and  observing  birds  being  caught,  a  heavenly  voice  descended  and

announced which bird will be caught which will not be caught.

I must do my utmost to overpower the yetzer hara, Hashem will insure that I do what is right.

Hashem blessed Yaakov Avinu: "and kings shall issue from you" (Bereishis 35:11). The Gemara

explains that at  this juncture all  of  Yaakov's children were already born with the exception of

Binyamin, thus these kings were to descend from Binyamin. The first king from Binyamin was King

Shaul. The Gemara explains that Avner Chief of Staff of Shaul Hamelech understood this pasuk to

mean that in the event Shaul would be killed then his son Ish Boshet would take over. So it

happened,  Avner  crowned  Ish  Boshet  as  king  following  Shaul's  passing.  Chazal  explain  that

according to one opinion, as punishment for this act Avner was killed by Yoav. The prophet Shmuel

had instructed that David be crowned king and thus he should not have crowned Ish Boshet. The

question is, was Avner not in the right? Is there not a pasuk in the Torah which states: "kings shall

issue from you"? The answer is that his task was to crown David, Hashem can see to it that one

day  there  will  be  a  second  king  descending  from Binyamin,  perhaps  Mordechai  Hatzaddik  or

another tzaddik. We have no way of knowing whether or not Hashem was referring to Ish Boshet.

Dovid Hamelech took Batsheva, while not in the optimal manner he realized that he must take

Batsheva because the Melech Hamoshiach is destined to discern from her, speedily in our day.

Dovid should not have done so, he should have waited. Here as well, his intent was to do what he

thought was right, but this was not the way to carry it out. Batsheva is in fact the mother of Melech

Hamoshiach.

Thus, as we said, we must decide what is right and the right way to do it.
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