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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition
from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha
without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that
if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.
Shabbat Shalom,
Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the
Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each
week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Behar-Bechukotai

BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI 5777

TWO TYPES OF ONA'AH

There are two prohibitions found in this week's parsha, each in the realm of "onaah". There's "onaah",
not to cheat someone in business, this includes not overcharging and other details. The Torah here
uses the verb "onaah" "When you make a sale to your fellow or make a purchase from the hand of
your fellow, do not aggrieve ("al tonu" from the verb for "onaah") one another" (Vayikra 25:14).

A few psukim later (25:17) we find: "each of you shall not aggrieve his fellow, and you shall fear your
G-d, for I am Hashem, your G-d"). This is referred to as "onaas devarim", this refers to shaming
someone or speaking to him in an improper manner. Examples given are reminding a ba'al teshuva of
his past, reminding someone of some terrible act his father may have done.

The common denominator between the two forms of ona'ah is that they both can be a source of
aggravation for the person on the other end.

Someone who shames someone to such an extent that he turns white, this is referred to as "malbin
pnei chavero barabim", causing someone's face to turn white in public. The Gemara says that this
actually may fall under the category of sins that one should rather die than transgress, yehareg ve'al
yaavor. The source for this is Tamar. When Yehuda found out she was pregnant he ordered that she
be burned. Tamar had asked Yehuda to leave something with her which she would return to him.
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Rather than embarrass him by telling him that she was pregnant from him, she said that she became
pregnant from the one who left the staff and other items. This means that had Yehudah not admitted
doing so, she would have been burned. The Gemara therefore derives from here that better one go
into  a  furnace  than  embarrass  another  in  public.  We  may  derive  from  here  the  severity  of
embarrassing someone in public.

The prohibition of loshon hara includes telling someone about something negative that he committed. 
Of course, the idea of what is considered loshon hara depends on the person to whom the information
is given. For example, if we are to say about someone that he's a Jew - what a great compliment.
However to say it to the Gestapo is another story. Similarly we can praise someone for being a talmid
chacham but not to the KGB, this would place him in grave danger as well. Loshon hara not only can't
be spoken but we may not hear it as well.

The pasuk says "with righteousness shall you judge your fellow" (Vayikra 19:15). This means, as is
written in Pirke Avos, always judge someone favorably, and don't judge a person until you're in his
place. My father z"l once said that "in his place" should be taken literally - you can't compare a Jew
born and raised in Yeshivos in Yerushalayim to one raised under Stalin in Russia. I would like to add
that there was a Jew who was tried in Israel for having aided Eichmann during the Holocaust. A great
tzaddik he certainly wasn't, but I'm not sure if we in Yerushalayim have the right to judge him, under
the circumstances he was in - we can only imagine the terror Eichmann must have placed him under.

The best thing of course is not to judge at all - there's a judge in Heaven. If, however you need to
judge such as checking out for a shidduch then it may be in order, but the best thing is not to judge
at all. 
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