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 Parshas Noach discusses the flood that Hashem brought to destroy the earth. Hashem commanded 
Noach to make an ark in order to save himself, his family, and all of the species of birds and animals. When 
the floodwaters finally began to descend upon the earth, the Torah records (Bereishis 7:7) that Noach and his 
family entered the ark due to the waters of the flood. Why does the Torah stress that Noach’s passage into 
the ark was specifically because of the floodwaters?  

 

Rashi, quoting Chazal, explains that Noach was lacking in his belief that the flood would actually 
come and did not enter the ark, as Hashem commanded him to do, until he was physically forced to do so 
by the rising water. This statement is very difficult to understand. Rashi writes earlier (6:14) that Hashem 
had many ways to rescue Noach and his family from the flood; why did He specifically command Noach 
to expend so much effort in building the ark?  

 

Rashi explains that Hashem wanted Noach’s contemporaries to see him building the ark during a 
period of 120 years, which would inspire them to ask him what he was doing. Noach would then inform 
them that if they didn’t repent their sinful ways, Hashem was planning to bring a flood to punish them. 
Noach’s wicked contemporaries certainly challenged and fought with him during this period, yet during the 
course of 120 years, he displayed tremendous perseverance and devotion to fulfilling Hashem’s instructions 
due to his complete faith and trust in Hashem’s prophecy. How is it possible that after displaying such 
tremendous dedication to the ark for 120 years, Noach was then lacking in his belief that the flood would 
in fact come? 
  

In Sefer HaMitzvos (Mitzvas Aseh 1), the Rambam writes that the first mitzvah is to believe that 
Hashem created the entire universe and everything contained within it, as the Torah states, “I am Hashem 
your G-d.” The very first requirement that Hashem demands of us is emunah – belief. What does it mean 
to believe in Hashem? If we do not know or understand the true definition of emunah, how can we possibly 
hope to attain it and be considered believers in Hashem? 
  

The Sefer Chareidim (Chapter 1) writes that the foundation of all belief is to know that there is only 
one Master, Who preceded the universe and created it all, and continues to oversee and run the world. He 
notes that several verses (Yirmiyahu 2:8 and 9:23) make reference to the fact that the Jewish people, and even 
great Torah scholars, did not know Hashem, and he questions how this is possible, when even simple 
uneducated children recognize Hashem’s existence. The Sefer Chareidim explains that we learn from here 
that a person’s knowledge of Hashem must be tantamount to seeing Him in his mind, as Dovid writes in 
Tehillim (25:15), “My eyes are always to Hashem” and (16:8), “I have placed Hashem before me always.” 
With this insight, we understand that it is insufficient to simply believe in Hashem intellectually, but rather 
we must reach a level of sensing and perceiving Hashem’s existence, as if we literally see Him before our 
own eyes. Just as we see and feel a table or a book in front of us, so too must we sense and “see” Hashem. 

 

Rav Eliyahu Meir Bloch writes in his sefer Shiurei Daas (quoted in Eitz HaDaas Telz, Vol. 1, pg. 40) that 
human nature is to seek out proofs for even the most basic facts. For example, if somebody is sitting with 
his back to the wall and talking to his friend, and his friend tells him that the picture that used to be on the 
wall behind him was recently moved, no matter how much he trusts his friend and knows beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that his friend is telling the truth, he will still immediately turn around to look at the wall to see 
it for himself.  



Similarly, when a wall or door has been freshly painted, it is customary to place a sign on it stating 
“wet paint.” When people see this sign, they regularly touch the wall or door with their finger to see for 
themselves that the paint is indeed wet. What is the explanation for this phenomenon of people seeking 
proofs for things that they intellectually know to be absolutely correct? Rav Bloch explains that even though 
we believe our friend who conveys the information to us, the power of personally experiencing something 
is far stronger than our trust in our friend or in the sign, and we therefore attempt to prove the veracity of 
their statements through personal experience. 
 

With this introduction, we can understand the complaint against Noach. Noach certainly believed 
in Hashem’s promise to bring the flood without any doubts, as evidenced by the Torah’s testimony that he 
fulfilled every detail of Hashem’s instructions in building the ark. Accordingly, the complaint against him 
that he only walked into the ark when the floodwaters forced him to do so cannot be understood literally, 
that Noach’s faith in Hashem was in doubt. 
 

Rather, the complaint against Noach was that his entry into the ark was due to the fact that he 
physically felt the waters of the flood. He certainly believed intellectually that the flood would come as 
Hashem had told him, but at the moment he saw the water with his own eyes and felt it against his skin, his 
commitment to go inside the ark was strengthened due to this sensory experience. The fact that Noach’s 
emunah was strengthened by feeling the floodwaters was considered a demonstration that his faith was 
lacking. If his emunah was truly strong enough, it would have remained unchanged when he felt the waters 
begin to arrive, as hearing from Hashem that the flood would be coming would have been just as clear to 
him as actually experiencing it. This is the Torah’s intention in stressing that Noach only entered the ark 
“because of the waters of the flood,” that seeing and sensing the rain caused him to enter the ark more 
resolutely than Hashem’s promise. 
 

According to this explanation, the Torah demands that every Jew reach the highest levels of 
emunah. Although we certainly cannot jump to reach this level overnight, we are also not free to excuse 
ourselves from striving to attain it. We can find a practical suggestion for working to strengthen our emunah 
from the Chofetz Chaim, who was renowned for his faith in Hashem. It is recorded in Sichos Chofetz Chaim 
(Vol. 2 pg. 70) that in order to strengthen his own emunah, every morning before Shacharis the Chofetz Chaim 
used to study the description of the Creation in Parshas Bereishis. Although he certainly knew the facts that 
are recorded there, his goal was not simply to review it on an intellectual level, but rather to live it and sense 
it in order to internalize the knowledge that Hashem created the world.  
 

After a person reads the verse that discusses Hashem creating the heavens and the earth, he should 
then look at the sky outside and recognize that these are the very heavens about which the Torah is speaking. 
Similarly, he should look at the ground under his feet and sense that this is the earth that the Torah is 
discussing. As a result, when he gazes at the heavens and the earth, no longer will he merely see heavens 
and earth, but rather Hashem constantly recreating them. A person could read this verse thousands of times 
throughout his lifetime without even once paying attention and understanding that it is speaking about the 
sky that he sees with his eyes, and the ground that he walks on. The Torah must be a “Toras Chaim” that 
we internalize and take to heart. Every person who regularly and seriously reviews the story of Creation 
will see a tremendous strengthening of his emunah. This suggestion is easy to do and offers tremendous 
benefits; why don’t we grab onto it? Are we better than the Chofetz Chaim? Hashem should help us merit 
to live the Torah, to reach the level of experiential emunah, and to see the wonders of Hashem in this world! 

 

  
 

If you see a person who is late for his train, don’t say that he was late, but rather 
that he came early for the next train, as everything is in the hands of Heaven. 
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