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Noach 5778- “Everything Was Delicious” 

 

In this week’s parsha Noach sent the dove out of the ark to see if the floodwaters had 

receded. After a fruitless trip, he sent the dove again, who this time returned with an olive leaf 

in its beak. As the passuk says “......Vehinay alay zayis toraf befiha” - “......And behold an olive 

leaf (it had) torn off in its mouth”. (Beraishis, 8:11). Rashi posits that (due to grammatical 

inconsistencies found in the passuk) the dove must have been a male. Perhaps, we can suggest 

another proof that this dove must have been a male. Note that this proof is written in the 

spirit of derech tzachus- a lighthearted manner, though the message it contains is of much 

importance. 

 Rav Yirmiyah ben Elazar (Airuvin 18b) (cited by the next Rashi) states that the dove 

[by brandishing an olive leaf] was expressing to No’ach the following sentiment: It is 

preferable to be nourished with bitter tasting food (olives) directly from G-d, than to receive 

sweet foods from a human being. Now, this is certainly true, but is it appropriate to send this 

message to the very human that has been feeding you with dedication for close to a year, day 

in and day out? Where is the hakaras hatov of the dove? How about a “Thank You”, and shelve 

the teaching moment for a different time & place? 

 The answer is simple, the dove was a male! Do we married men truly show or express 

our hakaras hatov for the efforts and hard work that our wives do, in providing us with tasty 

food seven days a week? Is it not true that instead of showering our better halves with 

platitudes, we, at times use the food to pontificate about this and that? No’ach’s dove was thus 

like many of his mammalian counterparts, compromised in expressing his appreciation. 

 This message is a timely one. Our wives have just run a marathon of meal-making 

during the Yom Tov season. Seudah after Seudah after Seudah. And never the same meal 

twice. Rather, it’s been a season of variation through innovation. And let’s not forget about all 

the time in the kitchen preparing and daring, baking and flaking. Whisking and bisquing, 

frosting and defrosting. Sautéing and filleting, spraying and praying! Before the Yom Tov is 

nothing more than a bygone memory, let us men make sure that we properly reach out to our 

righteous wives, and say THANK YOU! 
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