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Shlach 5777 

Parshas Shlach - In My Opinion... By Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz 

“But - the people who dwell in the land are mighty and the cities are large and well-fortified…”  

The sin of the meraglim, the spies who went to see the land HaShem had promised the Jewish 

People, led to the decree that the generation wander in the desert for forty years, and all those 

between twenty and sixty years of age would die before reaching the land. 

When the spies came back and gave their report, the Jewish People cried.  It was the night of Tisha 

B’Av and HaShem said, “You cried for no reason; I will give you a reason to cry on this day.”  It 

would be the date when the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed two times and numerous other 

tragedies such as the expulsion from Spain in 1492 occurred on that date.  Let’s look at how exactly 

they sinned? 

The Ramban says that they did what they were told.  They came back and gave an accurate 

description of the land; that it was flowing with milk and honey.  As charged, they reported that the 

people were strong and the cities fortified, just as Moshe had commanded them.   

So wherein was the sin? 

The Ramban gives a striking answer.  Their sin was in a single word, “efes – but.”  This one word 

turned their facts into an opinion of whether they could succeed or not.  They were not military 

generals sent to reconnoiter the situation and determine whether they were able to conquer the 

enemy.  They were spiritual leaders sent to bear witness that the land 

was good and to give an insight into what the Jews would face.  They 

had no right to suggest that the Jews could not overcome the obstacles. 

The listening crowd accepted this opinion as fact, so they cried and 

gave up hope.  That’s when Calev stood up and did the only possible 

thing to do.  He offered a contradictory opinion.  He said the land was 

great and that they would be able to easily defeat the enemy if 

HaShem wanted them to win and was on their side.  

His outburst stunned everyone into silence because suddenly their 

facts were no longer facts.  If he had a different view, it could be that the other spies were wrong! 

And that’s when things took a downward spiral.  Embarrassed by the realization that they had 

offered an opinion which was not necessarily true, they began speaking ill of the land, 

compounding the sin.  They said things that were not true to bolster their position that the land was 

unattainable. 

This is a sin that haunts us to this day.  When people do not seek truth, but rather seek to be right, 

they relive and compound the error of those who caused us so much suffering.  Let’s try to be more 
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like Calev, who understood that facts are facts, but opinions are only valid if we realize there may 

also be another way of seeing things. 

 

Parshas Shlach ends with the portion containing the mitzvah of Tzitzis. It says that they are 

intended to remind us to do all of the mitzvos of HaShem. The numerical mnemonic is 

well known. Tzitzis has a gematria of 600, plus 8 strings and 5 knots for a total of 613. But 

there is an easier way to remember it. 

The mitzvah of the strings of tzitzis was earned when Avraham, declining the offer of war 

spoils from the king of Sodom, said, “Not a thread nor a shoelace shall I take, lest anyone 

say, “I made Avraham wealthy.” This decision prevented a chillul HaShem, and thus the 

strings represent the mitzvos Bain Adam LaMakom, between Man and G-d. 

The requirement for the actual garment of the tzitzis dates 

back further, to Shem, son of Noach, who went into his 

father’s tent backwards and draped a cloth over him to 

cover him without embarrassing him further. This represents 

the mitzvos Bain Adam LaChaveiro, between man and his 

fellow man. 

Together, these items represent all the mitzvos, both those 

between Man and Man and those between Man and G-d, 

and that’s how the wearing of a garment with tzitzis 

reminds us of all the commandments. 

One without the other is impossible. Strings on a garment 

without four-corners is nothing, or perhaps a violation of the 

law to not increase or diminish a mitzvah, and wearing a 

four-cornered garment without tzitzis is a biblical violation. 

They are both equally important for a Jew. 

However, it is noteworthy that the Torah says to attach the strings (representing Man-G-d) 

to his existing garment (Man-Man). It would seem, therefore, that before we can excel at 

coming close to HaShem through the Mitzvos Bain Adam LaMakom, we must have a 

solid base of performance of Bain Adam LaChaveiro upon which to build. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
We find a great deal of attention given to names in this Parsha. Moshe changes Hoshea’s name to 
Yehoshua, the Spies are mentioned by name, and we even find a city in the land of Canaan given a name 
because of the visit of the Spies. 

Rashi comments that the name change of Yehoshua was to protect him from the conspiracy of the other 
spies and that their names reflected their actions. The city got its name because of the unusual cluster of 
grapes the Spies harvested there. 

Names in Judaism are very important and powerful. The Sages say that one’s name influences him and the 
name given by a parent is a partial prophecy. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: How does YOUR name reflect your personality? Your abilities or tendencies? How 
about the way you identify yourself? Does identifying as a Jew or a child of G-d inspire you to be better? What are some 
professions that have a title or name that conjures up the image of action or honor? 

How can we use this powerful tool to come closer to HaShem and His People? 


