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 3 possibilities for Shabbat M'vorchim
Tevet: Vayeishev, before Chanuka (39.4%); Vayeishev, 1st or 2nd day
of Chanuka (28.5%); Mikeitz, Shabbat Chanuka (like this year - 32.0%).
Two possibilities for how many days R"Ch - one (25.5%)
or two (like this year - 74.4%).
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The molad is Monday (Dec 18) 13h 41m 1p (1:20pm Isr time)
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Rambam notation: hlyz:hi 'a • Actual (astronomical): Monday, 8:30am 
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Candles Mikeitz - Chanuka  (m) Havdala V ay iga sh

4:02* Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:17 4:05 5:21

4:20 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:21 4:23 5:24

4:17 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:18 4:20 5:22

4:17 Gush Etzion 5:18 4:20 5:21

4:17 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:18 4:20 5:21

4:17 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:18 4:20 5:21

4:16 Netanya 5:18 4:20 5:21

4:17 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:20 4:20 5:23

4:18 Rehovot 5:19 4:21 5:22

4:02 Petach Tikva 5:18 4:05 5:21

4:16 Ginot Shomron 5:17 4:19 5:20

4:05 Haifa / Zichron 5:16 4:08 5:20

4:15 Gush Shiloh 5:17 4:18 5:20

4:18 Tel Aviv / Giv’at Sh’muel 5:19 4:21 5:22

4:16 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:18 4:19 5:21

4:18 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:18 4:21 5:22

4:19 Ashkelon 5:20 4:22 5:24

4:18 Yad Binyamin 5:19 4:21 5:22

4:03 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:14 4:06 5:17

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:55pm         Next week: 5:58pm
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  QUIET AND LOUD MIRACLES
The most famous question about
Chanuka is:

If a one day supply of oil lasted eight
days, then there were seven days of
miracle - so why is Chanuka 8 days?

The question is known as the KUSHIYA
OF THE BEIT YOSEF (R' Yosef Karo).

Feldheim recently published a book
called Y'MEI SH'MONA with contains
500 answers to this question. On sale
for 25NIS, that's 20 answers for a shekel -
what a bargain!

But seriously folks - many of the
answers suggested give one a lot of
pause for thought. And that's probably
the point.

If we have the room, we'll include a
page or so with a selection of answers -
but for this Lead Tidbit, we'd like to
focus on one particular answer, and
then take it further.

The answer can be expressed this way:
True, it is a wondrous miracle that a one
day supply of oil burned for 8 days, but
it is also a miracle that oil burns so
nicely in the first place. In other words,
nature is no less miraculous than the
flashy one-of-a-kind open miracles.
Nature is just made up of countless
quiet miracles.

Nature's miracles are quiet only
because we are so used to them that
we tend to expect them and we take
them for granted.

Which we should not do. In fact, when
it comes to the Chanuka miracle of the

oil, we can make an interesting and sig-
nificant observation.

The miracles of the victory of the
Chashmona'im were literally life-saving
and nation-saving. The miracle of the
oil was actually not necessary. Worst
case scenario - the Chashmona'im
would not have found any oil that was
undefiled. Then they would have
cleaned up the Beit HaMikdash and
done whatever they could to resume
parts of the Avoda that they could, and
the rest - like lighting the Menora -
would await a fresh supply of TAHOR
oil. Not really a big deal.

Or if they had found the one day supply
and it burned for one night, they would
have been thrilled and excited. And
then they would shrug their shoulders
and wait for new oil. 

The great thing about the Miracle of
the Oil was, perhaps, that it was not
necessary. G-d is committed, so to
speak, to save us when we are in
danger. But He did not commit Himself
to perform miracles that we can get
along without.

But He did perform the Miracle of the
Oil - and in it we can see a Divine smile
of approval of what the Chashmona'im
had done. What the people had
accomplished. That miracle is G-d's
Stamp of Approval - and that was
necessary.

But we digress. The point is supposed
to be that the natural miracle of olive
oil burning neatly and providing clean
light is at least worthy of adding cont. p.67
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In loving memory of our beloved
Husband, Father and Sabba

Dr. Irwin 'Chuck' Reichman
l"f xi`n oa l`xyi

on his 7th yahrzeit, 29 Kislev
the 5th night of Chanuka

We love you! We miss you!
Sandra

Robert, Nancy, Ellen, Jimmy, Connie, Shaul,
Miriam, Oren, Shanie, Yael & Chai, Amir, Yoel,

Daniel, Eitan, Amit, Yishaya, Eliahu, Zipora,
Shmuel, Shira Ahuva, Esther Bracha, Yuval Who makes the Chanuka baker's dozen?

Mikeitz
10th of 54 sedras; 
10th of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 254.6 lines, ranks 6th

Mikeitz is a one Parsha P'tucha (open)
(the longest parsha in the whole Torah)

146 p'sukim - rank: 8th (5th in B'reishit) 
tied with B'reishit (the sedra)

2022 words - ranks 3rd (2nd)

7914 letters - ranks 2nd (first)

Mikeitz's p'sukim are unusually long for a
big sedra. That's why it is so high in the
rankings for words and letters. On the
other hand, with no parsha breaks, the
"number of lines rank" drops a bit.

No mitzvot are counted from Mikeitz.
One of 17 sedras without mitzvot.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in the
parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 41:1-14
[P> 41:1 (146)] Two years have passed
since Yosef had asked the wine
steward to put in the good word for
him to Par'o. Extra years of languish-
ing in prison, for putting too much
faith in a human at the expense of
complete faith in G-d (and possibly
creating a Chilul HaShem in Yosef's
case, because of who he was and the
specific circumstances being what they
were).

Let's clarify... In "normal" circum-
stances, a person in Yosef's situation
should take steps to get himself out of
prison by asking the wine steward (or
whomever) to help. But in this case, we
can see that the Sar HaMashkim spoke
condescendingly about Yosef, calling
him a NAAR IVRI and a slave. This
probably means that he relished the
idea that the "Jew boy" relied on him to
get out of jail. This, after Yosef's giving
G-d credit for the dream interpretation.
We can imagine that in Yosef's partic-
ular situation, his asking the Sar
HaMashkim for help would not be the
right way to go.

Par'o has two dreams - 7 emaciated
cows consuming 7 fat cows without
showing the effect of their "meals",
and 7 scorched ears of grain consum-
ing 7 fat, good ears. These dreams
upset him very much. He summons his
counselors who fail to ease his mood
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In loving memory of
Sigi (Shlomo) Meyer l"f

on his 24th yahrzeit
from his devoted wife Rose,

Susan, Danny, Miriam
and all the family

with their unsatisfactory interpreta-
tions. 

The wine steward finally remembers
Yosef and approaches Par'o with his
story. "With us there was this Jewish
kid..." Par'o orders Yosef's removal
from prison and Yosef is prepared to
meet Par'o.

 Rashi points out (actually, he
curses) that wicked people, even when
they are acknowledging good that was
done for them, will belittle those to
whom they owe a debt of gratitude.
The Wine Steward refers to Yosef as a
NA'AR (connotation of a fool), IVRI (a
foreigner who doesn't belong amongst
us), EVED (a slave unworthy of leader-
ship).

 There is a Tradition that Yosef
was "remembered" on Rosh HaShana
and removed from prison to the palace
of the king. What happened to Yosef
was part of the Divine Plan for
enslavement and subsequent redemp-
tion of Bnei Yisrael. Perhaps, this gives
Rosh HaShana one of its claims to be
called ZEICHER LITZI'AT MITZRAYIM,
commemorative of the Exodus, as we
say in Kiddush. (Also, the Plagues
began on Rosh HaShana, and actual
slavery ended then).

 When Yosef was brought before
Par'o, the Torah tells us that he shaved.
Rashi says that it was a sign of respect
to royalty. Some say that Yosef was a
NAZIR, and he did not drink wine or cut
his hair. Nonetheless, he shaved for
Par'o.

Levi - Second Aliya 
24 p'sukim - 41:15-38
Par'o tells Yosef about his dreams
(making some significant changes
which Yosef corrects, thus indicating
to Par'o the Divine origin of Yosef's
dream interpretations). Yosef tells
Par'o that his two dreams are in fact a
single message from G-d of His
intention to bring seven years of plenty
which will be followed by seven years
of devastating famine. The years of
plenty will not even be remembered
(unless measures are taken to properly
prepare for the famine). The doubling
of the dream indicates that the events
are soon to occur. Yosef suggests what
to do during the years of plenty to
prepare for the famine. Par'o is highly
impressed by the godly person, Yosef.
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  GAV HAHAR
     MOVERS

Beit El
Homes • Offices • Lifts
Packing Services and Storage

References available
(02) 997-8757 • 052-607-1171

There is an impressive list of parallels
between the story in this sedra and
Megilat Esther. Specifically, in Par'o's
treatment of Yosef and Achashveirosh's
instructions to Haman about how to
parade Mordechai through the street.
E.g. the king gives a special ring to
Yosef/Mordechai. Special gaments for
the parade. Proclaiming before him...
The textual similarities are extensive
and startling.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 41:39-52
Par'o, convinced that Yosef is the
wisest person around, appoints him as
viceroy over all of Egypt. Par'o gives
Yosef his royal ring and special
garments (again garments!) and
parades Yosef through the streets so
that the Egyptians will know of the
authority that the king has given to
Yosef. Yosef is given A-s’nat as a wife.
(Some say that she was Deena's
daughter - raised in the house of
Potifar.) At age 30, Yosef is master
over Egypt. A-s’nat bears Yosef two
sons, before the years of the famine -
Menashe and Efrayim.

A note on the pronunciation of the
name of Yosef's wife. Many people
mistakingly break the name into
syllables of ALEF-SAMACH and
NUN-TAV. That would be the case if the
SH'VA under the SAMACH were NACH
(which it isn't). And that would mean
that the KAMATZ under the ALEF is
KATAN (which it isn't). And that would
make the first syllable sound like the
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first syllable of the words Austin or
austerity (which it doesn't).

The SH'VA is NA. This means that the
ALEF-KAMATZ is the first syllable and
that the KAMATZ is GADOL and in
Israeli pronunciation of Hebrew is
sounded like a PATACH, making the
first syllable of her name like the first
syllable of A-VO-CA-DO. And in
Ashkenazic pronunciation, the first
syllable is sounded like the English
word 'awe'. The second syllable is
S'NAT, with the SAMACH sound
separated from the NUN sound. S -
NAT, and not like a consonant blend of
English which would render the second
syllable like... okay, we won't mention
the word...

MORE on consonant-blends, which
English has and Hebrew does not:

The Hebrew word for blessing is
B'RACHA. The apostrophe is there to
indicate that the BET/SH'VA-REISH (of
B'RACHA) should NOT be sounded like
the BR of brain, breath, or broccoli. The
SH'VA NA under the BET is sounded like
a very short vowel, and it contributes to
the sound of the BET. Hence, B'RACHA.

SH'VA NACH, by the way, is silent and
does not contribute to the sound of the
letter. Table is SHUL-CHAN. The LAMED
has no vowel sound at all. Neither does
the final NUN, which is considered to

have a virtual SH'VA NACH under it.

All of this presents a problem or
challenge for a native English speaker
in his pronunciation of Hebrew -
especially in davening and layning. For
example, you can shmooze with
someone and ask for a shmear (of
cream cheese) on your English muffin.
The SH and the M blend. But in SH'MA,
the SHIN with its SH'VA NA is supposed
to be distinct and not blended with the
MEM. That's why we write SH'MA rather
than SHMA. And also not SHEMA or
BERACHA, because this gives the first
letter with a SH'VA NA too much vowel
sound.

The above TBD&TR review is in honor of
A-S'NAT, wife of Yosef and mother of
Efrayim and Menashe, who we name in
our B'RACHOT of our sons and grand-
sons (and s-i-l).

Note that Par'o acknowledges that G-d
is the source of Yosef's wisdom.
Apparently, not all Egyptian rulers had
the disdain for the G-d of Israel that a
successor of this Par'o had years later.
We can say that the 'new king arose
who did not know Yosef', chose not to
know G-d either. This phenomenon
seems to be repeated in Jewish History.
Of relevance to the Chanuka story is the
positive attitude towards G-d and the
People of Israel of Alexander the Great
compared with some of his successors.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
23 p'sukim - 41:53-42:18
The seven years of plenty end and the
famine begins. All neighboring coun-



OU Israel Center TT 1255    page 9  %  Mikeitz - Chanuka (m) 5778

tries are devastated by the famine, but
Egypt has prepared well. Yosef
manages the distribution (and sale) of
food supplies and amasses great
wealth for Par'o.

Meanwhile, Yaakov, aware that there
is food in Egypt, sends "the brothers"
(but not Binyamin) to buy provisions.

 The Torah says that Yaakov SAW
that there was plenty... Rashi asks: What
is the meaning of SAW; would not
HEARD be more accurate? (before CNN
and FOX) Rashi answers that Yaakov
SAW in a prophetic-like vision that
there was plenty in Egypt. Rashi adds
that this was not full, clear prophecy, as
Yaakov still did not SEE that Yosef was
on the scene. A prophet sees only what
G-d wants him to see, and understands
only that part of a vision that he does
see.

 The Gemara in Taanit says that
Yaakov was still well-supplied with food
at this stage in the famine. Yet he sent
them to Egypt, rather than inflame the
jealousy of others. When others have
not, don't flaunt what you have.

Yosef sees his brothers, recog- nizes
them, (they do not recog- nize him,)
and remembers his dreams. He treats
them harshly and accuses them of
being spies. They deny the charges and
tell Yosef of their family history and
honorable intentions.

 Rashi says that the brothers
(unknowingly) uttered a prophetic
statement saying "WE are all the sons of
one man." Consciously, they were
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ISRAEL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
Nationwide up to 8-seater transport
24/6 • Good Rates & Excellent Care

Call Tuvia 058-630-2777

talking about themselves. But the
statement is very true when Yosef is
included - We are ALL...

Yosef proposes a test of their sincerity
- they must bring their younger
brother down to him. He locks them up
for three days to "think things over".

The Baal HaTurim points out that the
phrase VAYISHTACHAVU LO, and they
(the brothers) bowed to him (Yosef) has
the same numeric value (772) as
B'CHAN NIT-KAYEIM HACHALOM, with
this, the dream (Yosef's) was actualized.
TT adds that VAYIT-NAKEIR ALEIHEM,
And he (Yosef) acted like a stranger to
them (the brothers), is also 772. Part of
what Yosef did to complete the Divine
plan expressed by his dreams, was to
hold back in revealing himself for a
while. SHEVA SHANIM, seven years, a
significant feature of this episode, is
also 772.

Chamishi 5th Aliya 
35 p'sukim - 42:19-43:15
Yosef tells them that one of them shall
remain as a hostage (Yosef selects
Shimon, so as to split the dangerous
team of Shimon and Levi) and the
others are to return to Canaan to
bring "the little one" down to Egypt.
The brothers express sincere remorse

for what they had done to Yosef
(considering their present predica-
ment as a punishment for that).
Reuven says the equivalent of "I told
you so". All are unaware that Yosef is
listening and understanding their
conversation. Yosef goes off on his
own and weeps (for what he is putting
his brothers through). Yosef com-
mands that their bags be filled with
food and that their money be returned
to them too.

When each brother opens his sack, he
is frightened to find his money there.
They return to Yaakov and report to
him what has happened.

Yaakov laments the loss of Yosef and
now Shimon and announces that he
will not risk losing Binyamin as well.
He refuses to permit his sons to return
to Egypt, in spite of (or because of)
Reuven's ridiculous suggestion that his
own sons be put to death if anything
happens to Binyamin.

 The Gemara says that the curse
of a wise (righteous?) person, even
when made conditional, comes true (in
some way or other). Reuven offered
that his sons should die if Binyamin is
not returned. The offer was refused.
And Binyamin did return to his father.
Nonetheless, Reuven said what he said.
His "two sons" can refer to two
infamous descendants of his who DID
die - Datan and Aviram. One has to be
exceedingly careful of what one says!
(Not only did they die in the wake of
Korach's rebellion, but even earlier,
they are referred to as dead. G-d tells
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A luxurious English-speaking vacation
at an af f ord able price

2018

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Dead Sea

Luxuriously Renovated on the Dead Sea Beach

Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Dr Aharon Adler

Exquisite Rabanut Yisroel Glatt
Kosher Cuisine · No Kitniyot
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  Lenny Davidman

Lenny Davidman
02-673-0721
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fax: 02-673-0722

email: Lenny@LDevents.com
website: LDevents.com

Condolences to Pauline Denkberg
and family on the passing of

their husband/father
Louis Denkberg l"f

milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

Moshe to return to Egypt because
those who were after him had died.
Rashi says this means Datan and
Aviram, who became poor and were
considered as dead - they died twice!)

The famine in Canaan intensifies and
Yaakov finally agrees to entrust
Binyamin into the hands of Yehuda for
the return trip to Egypt. Yaakov gives
them twice as much money as they will
need and sends gifts of the finest
spices to the "Egyptian leader". Yaakov
blesses his sons; they return to Egypt
and present themselves to Yosef.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 43:16-29
Yosef sees Binyamin and tells his
attendant (probably Menashe) to
prepare dinner for them all. The
brothers fear the summon to Yosef,
convinced that it has to do with the
returned money from the previous
trip. They tell Yosef what had
happened in order to forestall his
anger. Yosef asks them about their
aged father.
The brothers bow to Yosef, thus again
fulfilling the essence of his dreams
(and this time it includes Binyamin).
Yosef sees Binyamin, asks about him
and blesses him.
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Dr. Samuel Abramson
is delighted to announce

that his son,
Dr. Ari Abramson

has joined his dental practice|
where they will be working together.

Our office hours will be expanded
and the service and quality to which
you have become accustomed will
continue for many years to come.
Call us to make an appointment
at attractive introductory rates.

Tel: 02-6234679
13 Keren Hayesod St. Jerusalem

office@jerusalemdentist.com

24 Chanuka guys and Tock isn't among them

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
22 p'sukim - 43:30-44:17
Yosef is having a hard time controlling
his emotions. He cries in private again,
washes his face and returns to the
brothers. At the dinner, he seats his
brothers in age order (which alarms
them - "How could he know?"). He gives
them gifts, more to Binyamin.

Yosef was creating the potential for
jealousy so that the brothers would be
put into a similar situation as
previously. This sets the stage for
complete repentance. consciously,
subconsciously, divinely guided...?

He next orders that food and their
money be put into their respective
sacks and that his (Yosef's) special
silver cup be placed among Binyamin's
baggage. 

He sends the brothers on their way to
Canaan, and then sends his "man"
after them to accuse them of stealing
the cup. The brothers are appalled by
the accusation and pledge that if the
cup is found with them, the "guilty"
party shall be put to death and the
others would become slaves to Yosef.
Yosef offers to enslave only the guilty
one; the others would be free to go.
The search reveals that Binyamin has
the cup. Yehuda, as spokesman, offers
that all should become slaves. Yosef
insists that only Binyamin should be;
the others should return to their
father.

Deja vu all over again!  Once again, the
brothers can go to Yaakov - without
one of Rachel's sons and claim
extenuating circumstances. And this
time, it would be true! Not contrived, as
it was with Yosef. This sets the stage for
the possibility of real T'shuva.
[Rambam, in his Hilchot T'shuva,
presents various components of
T'shuva. He then introduces the
concept of T'shuva G'mura - complete
T'shuva, which he says can only be
achieved (or at least, recognized) if the
same (or very similar) conditions exist
as when the original sins were
committed.] Will the brothers see this
as an opportunity to save themselves
and claim that they were powerless to
do anything, or will they stand up to
this enigmatic ruler of Egypt and be
prepared to fight for Binyamin? And
this time, it would be easier to just
leave, because they would have done
thing wrong. 
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In "cliffhanger" style, the parsha ends
with this question. And the announcer
finishes with "Stay tuned to the same
station, same time next week, for the
answer."

Maftir 2nd Torah
6 p'sukim
Bamidbar 7:48-53
When Shabbat Chanuka is not the first
and last day of Chanuka - in other
words, when there is only one Shabbat
Chanuka, then Maftir is the 6-pasuk
portion of the gifts of the tribal leader
of the day to the Dedication of the
Mishkan. (The readings for the first and
last day include more. When Shabbat is
also Rosh Chodesh, the maftir is in the
third Torah, but still a 6-pasuk piece.

For day 4 of Chanuka (ours and
Chanukat HaMizbei'ach the first time
around), the leader of the tribe of
Reuven offered his gifts. Elitzur ben
Sh'dei-ur brought exactly what each of
the other Nesi'im brought, but the
Torah repeats the details, so that each
tribe "has its day", so to speak. Some
commentaries ascribe differ- ent
significances to the same items for
each tribe, further highlighting the
individual natures of the tribes.
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Small lane of the German Colony 
Villa 330m built, private garden 170m, gorgeous terrace,
parking, storage, separate entrance. ETA: 054-723-3863

Talbieh, private land new residence, totally
new garden apartment 150m built, private garden 170m
with views, parking, storage, attractive price!

Baka New luxury building, new penthouse of 160m
with amazing 90m terrace, parking, storage. 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

City Center, Haneviim Court 
Resale from private owner, modern luxury apt. 150m, 
2 large balconies, succah, very spacious and full of light. 
KIM: 054-441-5704

Shai Agnon beautiful residence 
Garden duplex, 6 bedrooms, 100m garden, all renovated,
private gym and lobby in the building, private parking. 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

Old Katamon, new penthouse 
160m, beautiful 30m succah terrace, panoramic
Jerusalem views, newly small building, 2 parking spots,
storage, Shabbat elevator. ETA: 054-723-3863

Baka Luxurious residence in a dead end street, 
5 rooms, garden apartment of 150m, private garden
120m, high ceilings, bright, only 7,000,000NIS! 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

Old City One of a kind property facing the Kotel views!
Totally renovated at the best standards, 5 rooms, private
entrance. KIM: 054-441-5704

Dead end st in German Colony 
Penthouse 300m with beautiful terrace, quiet, 
+3 rooms separate unit . Full of charm, quiet, 
lot of privacy, double height ceilings
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•

•

•
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•

Haftara 21 p'sukim
Zacharia 2:14-4:7
The special Haftara for Shabbat
Chanuka is "borrowed" from
B'ha'alot'cha, the Menora being the
obvious connection. Chanuka has
parallels throughout history.

The opening words of the Haftara are
G-d's promise to dwell among us. This
is the purpose of having built the
Mishkan and the Beit HaMikdash in
the first place, and this is the purpose
of rededicating it, as we did on
Chanuka.

The Haftara contains the vision of
olive oil miraculously flowing into the
gold menora flanked by olive trees.
This vision matches so much of the
Chanuka story. 

It is also the basis of the emblem of the
State of Israel. This is particularly
significant in light of the meaning of
the vision. The message to the king, to
Jewish leaders in general, is that our
success is not measured by might and
power, but rather by the spirit of G-d.
This was an important message for the
Chashmona'im and it remains a vital
message for the leaders of today's
Israel.
Aside from the obvious connection
between Chanuka and the original
Chanukat HaMizbei'ach of the Mishkan
- as in Dedication and Rededication of
the Mikdash, there is another, more
specific connection, which tightens
things up neatly.
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It is said that... The original Mishkan was
completed and "ready to roll" on the
25th of Kislev, more than 8 months out
of Egypt. The dedication was post-
poned until the first of Nisan, in honor
of Yitzchak Avinu, who was born during
Nissan. To inaugurate the Mishkan in
honor of Yitzchak is a good choice,
because he was actually placed on a
Mizbei'ach and was to be offered as an
Olah. Yitzchak is like the parton of the
Mikdash.
Over 1100 years later, Kislev 25 finally
got its Chanuka. So the Torah reading
of Chanuka is particularly appropriate.
And there is also a connection to 25
Kislev from the original building of the
second Beit HaMikdash.

There is much that connects this
week's haftara to the chag of Chanuka.
The basis of the rabbinic decision to
read a selection that tied to the
holiday itself and not to the parsha
finds its support in the Mishna and in
the opinion expressed by the Tosafot
that the haftara should connect to the
final part of the reading - the maftir
aliya. Since the special Chanuka maftir
speaks of the chanukat hamizbe'ach",
the inauguration ceremony for the
altar and for the sacrificial rites that is
followed by the lighting of the
Menorah by the kohanim, Chazal saw
this reading as a perfect connection to
Chanuka, when the kohanim rededi-
cated a defiled Temple and relit the
Menorah, as well as a perfect segue
leading to the Menorah vision of
Zecharya in the haftara. 
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Additionally, the events of Chanuka
took place when the Judean Empire
was controlled by the powerful Syrian-
Greek Hellenists who dominated the
entire Middle East. In fact, the Judean
State could hardly be described as an
"empire" as it occupied a far smaller
area of land than had the Israelites
during the First Temple era, living
primarily in the small towns and
villages around Jerusalem. In similar
fashion, the Jewish community to
whom the navi Zecharya preached was
a weak and poverty stricken remnant
of the great community that once
lived in Yerushalayim. They too
represented only a small minority of
world Jewry, the bulk of whom had
remained in the Diaspora. Like the
Jews of Chanuka, they too lived under
the domination of a great power, the
Persian Empire, and they were also
threatened by surrounding enemies. 

For this reason, the vision of the
Menorah that is described at the end
of this haftara doesn't simply remind
us of the symbol of the holiday, but of
the powerful message that the navi
Zecharya hoped to impart to the
nation: "Lo v'chayil v'lo v'cho'ach, ki im
b'ruchi", Israel will find her ultimate
victory through neither physical
strength nor military might but
through Hashem's spirit. To a
weakened community struggling
against her enemies and trying to

re-establish herself, these words of
encouragement were essential. How
tempting it must have been to simply
give in to the powerful forces that
opposed them. How simple to follow
the majority and abandon their dream
of rebuilding a Judean State. It was for
this reason that the prophet cried out
that their strength lay in that which
cannot be seen or measured.

If the spirit of G-d wills it - no power
would stand in their way. It was a
message that proved itself in the days
of Zecharya. It was a message that
proved itself once again in the days of
the Macabbees.

And it was a message that we saw in
our time, 100 years 70 years ago, 50
years ago and two weeks ago. 

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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In Egypt, Yosef's brothers seek food for their
starving family in Canaan, only to be accused of
spying the land by the majestic Egyptian ruler.
We are told that Yosef recognized his brothers
but they did not recognize him. The latter
statement is surprising because we could not
imagine the brothers having any notion that
their sibling, a young Hebrew sold into slavery,
could ever have arisen to such heights.

Nevertheless, the brothers knew Yoseph was
somewhere in Egypt; indeed, the Midrash
recounts that each brother entered through
another gate in search of their long lost sibling
who resembled their father Ya'akov.  And,
strangely, Yoseph threw out a number of
ever-obvious clues to his identity during his
encounters with the brothers, which surely
should have heightened their senses.  

For example: Yoseph's returning the money
spent on their provisions (Bereishit 42:25-27);
his persistent questioning about their family
and Binyamin (43:7); his comment that it was
"Your G-d" who put the money in the sacks
(43:23); and his first response on seeing
Binyamin, "G-d be gracious to you, my son"
43:29).  

It seems incongruous that Yoseph, the grand
viceroy of a great nation of idol-worshippers, so
massively involved in economic planning and
affairs of state, could have invoked the name of
G-d in his dialogue with the supposed spies. But
that was precisely his "Gadlus", that grand
disposition that made him the Tzaddik that he
was. Despite his worldly occupations - or
maybe because of them - Yoseph yet sanctified
the name of G-d, not only in his brothers'
presence, but also in Pharoah's court and in all
of that heathen land. 
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Jews and Economics
We know that Jews have won a
disproportionate number of Nobel
Prizes: over twenty per cent of them
from a group that represents 0.2 per
cent of the world population, an
over-representation of 100 to one. But
the most striking disproportion is in the
field of economics. The first Nobel Prize
in economics was awarded in 1969. The
last as of the time of writing was in
2016. In total there have been 78
laureates, of whom 28 were Jews; that
is, over 35 per cent.

Among famous Jewish economists, one
of the first was David Ricardo, inventor
of the theory of comparative advan-
tage, which Paul Samuelson called the
only true and non-obvious theory in
the social sciences. Then there was
John von Neumann, inventor of Game
Theory (creatively enlarged by Nobel
Prize winner Robert Aumann). Milton
Friedman developed monetary eco-
nomics, Kenneth Arrow welfare
economics, and Joe Stiglitz and Jeffrey

Sachs, development economics. Daniel
Kahneman and the late Amos Tversky
created the field of behavioural
economics. Garry Becker applied
economic analysis to other areas of
decision making, as did Richard Posner
to the interplay of economics and law.
To these we must add outstanding
figures in economic and financial
policy: Larry Summers, Alan Greenspan,
Sir James Wolfensohn, Janet Yellen,
Stanley Fischer and others too numer-
ous to mention.

It began with Yosef who, in this week's
parsha, became the world's first
economist. Interpreting Pharaoh's
dreams, he develops a theory of trade
cycles - seven fat years followed by
seven lean years - a cycle that still
seems approximately to hold. Yosef
also intuited that when a head of state
dreams about cows and ears of corn, he
is probably unconsciously thinking
about macro-economics. The disturb-
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ing nature of the dreams suggested
that God was sending an advance
warning of a "black swan",  a rare
phenomenon for which conventional
economics is unprepared. 

So, having diagnosed the problem, he
immediately proceeds to a solution: use
the good years to build up resources
for the lean times, a sound instance of
long-term economic planning:

Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners
over the land to take a fifth of the
harvest of Egypt during the seven years
of abundance. They should collect all
the food of these good years that are
coming and store up the grain under
the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in
the cities for food. This food should be
held in reserve for the country, to be
used during the seven years of famine
that will come upon Egypt, so that the
country may not be ruined by the
famine" (B'reishit 41:34-36).

This turned out to be life-saving advice.
His later economic policies, narrated in
Vayigash (47:11-26), are more question-
able. When the people ran out of
money during the lean years, Yosef told
them to trade their livestock. When this
too ran out, he arranged for them to
sell their land to Pharaoh with the sole
exception of the land belonging to the
priests. The Egyptians were now, in
essence, Pharaoh's serfs, paying him a
tax of 20 per cent of their produce each
year.

This nationalisation of livestock, labour
and land meant that power was now
concentrated in the hands of Pharaoh,
and the people themselves reduced to
serfdom. Both of these developments
would eventually be used against
Yosef's own people, when a new
Pharaoh arose and enslaved the
Israelites. It cannot be by accident that
the Torah twice uses about the
Egyptians the same phrase it will later
use about the Israelites: avadim l'Pharo:
they have become "Pharaoh's slaves"
(47:19, 25). There is already here a hint
that too much economic power in the
hands of the state leads to what
Friedrich Hayek called "the road to
serfdom"  and the eclipse of liberty.

So a reasonable case could be made
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that Yosef was the first economist. But
why the predominance of Jews in
economics in the modern age? I do not
want to argue that Jews created
capitalism. They didn't. Max Weber
famously argued that it was the
Protestant (primarily Calvinist) ethic
that shaped "the spirit of capitalism".
Rodney Stark argued that it was the
Catholic Church that did so, prior to the
Reformation. The author of the first
great text of market economics, Adam
Smith's The Wealth of Nations (1776),
was a leading member of the Scottish
Enlightenment whose religious views
hovered between conventional
Christianity and Deism. Those who
have claimed a special kinship between
Jews and capitalism - most notably Karl
Marx and Werner Sombart - tended to
like neither Jews nor capitalism.

Clearly, though, there is a strong affinity
between the market economy and
what is broadly known as the Judeo-
Christian ethic, because it was only in
such cultures that it emerged. China,
for example, led the West in almost
every aspect of technology until the
seventeenth century, yet it failed to
generate science, a free economy or an
industrial revolution, and fell far behind
until recent times. What was it about
biblical values that proved so fruitful for
economic thought, institutions and
growth?

The Harvard historian and economist

David Landes offered insight in his
magisteral work, The Wealth and
Poverty of Nations. First is the biblical
insistence on property rights. He
quotes Moshe's words during the
Korach revolt: "I have not taken one
donkey from them, nor have I wronged
any one of them" (Bamidbar 16:15).
Likewise, the prophet Shmuel rhetor-
ically asks the people who have come
asking for a king: "Whose ox have I
taken, or whose donkey have I taken?"
(Shmuel Alef 12:3). Landes says that
these remarks set the Israelites apart
from any other culture of the time.
Elsewhere, the king's right to appro-
priate other people's property was
taken for granted. John Locke saw that
private property rights are an essential
element of a free society.

A second feature was Judaism's respect
for the dignity of labour. God saved
No'ach from the flood, but No'ach had
to build the ark. Third was the Judaic
sense of linear time: time not as a series
of cycles in which everything
eventually returns to the way it was,
but rather as an arena of change,
development and progress. We are so
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familiar with these ideas - they form the
bedrock of Western culture - that we
are not always aware that they are not
human universals. Jonathan Haidt calls
them WEIRD: that is, they belong to
societies that are Western, Educated,
Industrial- ised, Rich and Democratic. 

To my mind, the most decisive single
factor - the great break of Judaism from
the ancient world of magic, mystery
and myth - was the de-consecration of
nature that followed from the fact that
God created nature by an act of will,
and by making us in His image, gave us,
too, the creative power of will. That
meant that for Jews, holiness lies not in
the way the world is but in the way it
ought to be. Poverty, disease, famine,
injustice, and the exploitation of the
powerless by the powerful are not the
will of God. They may be part of human
nature, but we have the power to rise
above nature. God wants us not to
accept but to heal, to cure, to prevent.
So Jews have tended to become, out of
all proportion to their numbers, lawyers
fighting injustice, doctors fighting
disease, teachers fighting ignorance,
economists fighting poverty and
(especially in modern Israel) agricultural
technologists finding new ways to
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grow food in environments where it
has never grown before.

All of this is brilliantly portrayed in this
week's parsha. First Yosef diagnoses the
problem. There will be a famine lasting
seven years. It is what he does next that
is world-changing. He sees this not as a
fate to be endured but as a problem to
be solved. Then, without fuss, he solves
it, saving a whole region from death by
starvation.

What can be changed need not be
endured. Human suffering is not a fate
to be borne, but a challenge to be
overcome. This is Yosef's life-changing
idea. What can be healed is not holy.
God does not want us to accept
poverty and pain but to cure them. ;

From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

When Yosef's ten brothers first
entered his presence in Egypt:

Yosef recognized his brothers, but
they did not recognize him. Yosef
remembered the dreams that he
dreamed concerning them...  (42:8-9)

Many of the commentators ask why
Yosef concealed his identity from his
brothers. Why did he pretend he was
someone else, persecute his brothers,
and cause great mental anguish to his
father?

The Ramban explains that the dreams
that Yosef recalled were Divine com-
munications. His work was to do what
was in his power to enable them to be
fulfilled. The first dream indicated that
all the brothers were to bow down to
him. The second implied that his
father would also do so. It is possible
to see the whole sequence of Yosef's
dreams as a form of prophecy; indeed
in the story of Miriam's speaking
against Moshe, the Torah describes
prophecy as being revealed "in a
vision… in a dream" (Bamidbar 12:6).  

Abravanel places the dreams within
the wider context of Yosef's situation.
Once a foreigner and a prisoner, he
was Viceroy of Egypt and the principal
trustee of Par'o. But at the same time
he belonged to a distinguished family
with an aging and grieving father, and
with brothers who disposed of him by
selling him into slavery. 

Their sudden appearance before
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Yosef opened three possibilities, each
of which carried different risks.

He could have treated them harshly;
he could have thrown them into the
dungeons. Not so straightforward.
Though the brothers didn't recognize
Yosef, there were no doubt other
travellers from Canaan that might
identify him and word would
somehow get to them. Finding out
that they had been deceived in that
way would pave the way for more
inter-brother strife.

Another was to declare: "I am Yosef",
load them with provisions and send
them back home to Canaan. Not so
easy in his situation. In the delicate
position of trustee, viceroy, and
foreigner, he could be accused of
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Édouard Anatole Lucas lit Chanuka candles according to
his number sequence. Adding a shamash per night, how
many candles did he use?

using the scarce national reserves of
grain to sustain his far-away family at
the expense of the people of Egypt. 

A third was to reveal himself, and
immediately send for the rest of the
family to come down to Egypt. That
could well cause complications,
rocking what until then was quite a
steady boat. The brothers might be
jealous of Yosef and try to share the
power, or worse. They might accept
Yosef's position, but create a new
round of strife by blaming each other
for selling him. Being dragged into
such family troubles would scarcely
hold the trust and confidence of the
people of Egypt.

The immediate action therefore was
to turn to his own dreams for
guidance in what to do next, espe-
cially given his successful experience
with the dreams of the butler, the
baker, and Par'o himself. 

The dreams were "concerning them",
the brothers. The first dream pointed
to all the brothers bowing down to
him, including Binyamin. The second,
to all his brothers and his father
bowing down to him. He was, as the
Ramban explains, required to do what

was in his power to make all that
happen. 

How he was to do that would depend
on whether their attitude to him had
changed, whether or not they regret-
ted having sold him. Would the stress
of Shimon going into captivity
prompt them to remember and regret
doing the same thing to Yosef twenty
years earlier? 

Having found that the brothers
deeply regretted the sale, he knew
that they would all come to see his
dreams as prophecies from G-d rather
than as attempts for power in the
extended family. He could thus move
events to enable Binyamin, and later
Yaakov to fulfil their parts in the
prophecy that G-d had charged him,
Yosef, to fulfil. n
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The Dreidel - Symbol of Creation
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

Chanuka commemorates our victory
over the Syrian-Greeks and the Hellen-
ists - Jews who betrayed their own
people in order to curry favor with the
gentiles.

Not much has changed in this respect
in almost 2200 years. The battle con-
tinues. We cleaned up and purified the
Beit HaMikdash, but were we truly
liberated? The Greeks were ousted
from our land, but were they removed
from our minds? What light did the
Menorah provide that proved that the
battlefield victories warranted an
annual celebration for the remainder of

Jewish history, despite the Holy
Temple's destruction two hundred years
later?

The Midrash makes a strange statement
about the Greeks. It states that Greece,
a nation noted for its scholars, wisdom,
and academics is the symbol of
darkness (B'reishit Rabba 2:4). We are
a people with great appreciation for the
intellectual, thus we find this statement
baffling. The Bal Shem Tov explains
that this concept is as simple as a
Chanuka dreidel.
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

MIKEITZ
B The message of Par'o's dream
came from the weak cows
consuming the healthy cows (41:4).
So why does the Torah specifically
mention that the cows emerged
from the Nile (41:2), if that had no
meaning in understanding the
dream's message?  

C Why does Yosef tell his
messenger to chase after the
brothers and confront them by
saying both WHY DO YOU REPAY
EVIL FOR GOOD (44:4) and YOU
HAVE DONE EVIL IN HOW YOU
ACTED (44:5)? What does the second
phrase add that hasn't already been
captured in the first?

D The brothers told Yosef's
messenger that if Yosef's cup is
found in one of their bags, that
person should be killed and the rest
of the brothers will be slaves to
Yosef (44:10).  How then can Yosef's
servant say AS YOU HAVE SPOKEN,
IT WILL BE (44:10) when he says that
the person who has the cup WILL BE
A SLAVE TO ME and the rest of the
brothers won't have any conse-
quence? This is a completely differ-
ent proposal and not AS YOU HAVE
SPOKEN!

Rabbi Lipman is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

The earth is constantly spinning, like a
Dreidel. In fact, all of creation is a
rotating wheel, a dreidel. Things
constantly change, revolve and become
transformed. The earth is one huge
Spinning Wheel. This is because all
things, no matter what they are made
of, have one root. Before they manifest
themselves as they are, they pass
through an interface known as "HYLE"
(Ramban on B'reshit 1:1). A person's
roles also change over time, providing
and dominating one day, receiving and
following the next. Nations, too, rise
and fall.

Why do we play with a dreidel on
Chanuka? Because, like Chanuka, the
dreidel parallels the concept of the Beit
HaMikdash, which spun things around
in a number of ways. It manifested the
concept of the revolving wheel by
being the home of the Sh'china while
its design was simultaneously engraved
on High (Tanchuma, P'kudei 1; Zohar
1:80b).

Additionally, The Temple somehow
limited the Divine Presence of a tran-
scendental G-d to a physical space. As
Shlomo HaMelech put it, "Behold the
Heavens, and the Heaven of Heavens
cannot contain You, how much less
this Temple?!" (Melachim Alef 8:27).

Furthermore, it is impossible to ration-
ally explain how human beings can
influence spiritual realms and how a
sacrificial animal can produce "a sweet
savor" (B'reishit 8:21, Sh'mot 29:18) to
G-d. Yet, G-d did constrict His
presence to the Beit HaMikdash and
did accept sacrifices as "a sweet savor".
By doing so, G-d debunked the Greek
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model of rational philosophy, with the
Beit HaMikdash - as we do with the
dreidel.
The Greeks are "darkness" because the
rational mind (or rather, the insistence
to be rational always), limits one's
possibilities. One becomes stuck,
"engraved on the horn of an ox", and
one can no longer think out of the box.
As Jews, we must always bear in mind
that G-d has reasons that our reason
cannot know. As G-d says "For MY
thoughts are not your thoughts and
your ways are not My ways."
(Yeshayahu 55:8). This is why we dare
not despair, even in the longest darkest,
tragic periods of personal and national
life. This is what enabled the Macca-
bees to undertake the struggle to fight
the spiritual darkness against all odds.
The essential quality of the Final
Redemption, which we await, is that of
the Beit HaMikdash, the revolving
Dreidel, when we will see and know
that, in fact, all is one; that G-d is One
and G-d's Name is One (Zechariya 14:9).
May we soon see the arrival of the
Mashiach, the rebuilding of the Beit
HaMikdash, and the Redemption of the
Jewish People, ̀ "aa.  u



Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

MIKEITZ
Yosef, Chanuka, & Wisdom
Wisdom is the rarest of all
important human qualities.
Observers of the contemporary
state of affairs often remark that
wisdom, which is especially
necessary in this day and age, is
now particularly lacking.

Yet, at the same time, we are told
that there is an age in life when
most of us finally do obtain
wisdom. Erik Erikson, the famous
psychologist and thinker, believes
that the course of the lifespan is
marked by a series of develop-
mental stages. At each stage of
life, we master different develop-
mental tasks. In late middle age,
about age sixty, one begins to
achieve wisdom. Erikson's book,
Childhood and Society, devotes an
entire chapter to defining wisdom
and to detailing the process by
which one achieves it, or fails to
achieve it.

What is wisdom from a Jewish
perspective? And what does
wisdom have to do with this
week's Chanuka theme?

The search for wisdom is a
frequent biblical theme. King
Solomon was once assured by the
Almighty that he would be granted
the fulfillment of one wish. He
wished for wisdom, obtained it,
and is therefore termed in our
tradition the wisest of all men.

Reading this story of Solomon and
other sacred texts leads to the
conclusion that there are at least
two components to wisdom. There
is a knowledge base; mastery of
the facts and its data. There is
also, however, the essential ability
to select from this database those
bits of knowledge which apply to
the situation at hand.

There is the mastery of material,
and there is the ability to advance
that material and make it relevant.

One of the early 20th century
masterpieces in the field of Jewish
ethics is a book by Rabbi Joseph
Hurvitz of Novardok, entitled
Madregat HaAdam (Man's Stature).
Torah wisdom is one of Rabbi
Joseph's themes. He insists that
mastery of the corpus of Jewish
law in and of itself does not
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constitute wisdom. Knowledge in
"matters of the world" is also
necessary; abstract knowledge
must be interrelated with concrete
reality.

The symbol of the Chanuka
festival is, of course, the Menorah.
The original Menorah in the Beit
HaMikdash was situated on the
southern side of the Sanctuary
and consisted of seven branches.

The Menorah symbolizes the light
of wisdom, and its seven
branches, the seven classical
areas of wisdom, which include
not only knowledge of the divine,
but also mathematics and music.

Combining the wisdom symbolized
by the Menorah with Rabbi
Joseph's insights, we begin to
appreciate the complexity of the
concept of wisdom. It encom-
passes theoretical and practical
knowledge, and it involves the
seven major areas of human
inquiry.

It is in this week's Torah portion,
Mikeitz, we encounter the first man
to be known as wise, to be
recognized as a fount of wisdom.
That man is the biblical Yosef, and
it is the Pharaoh of Egypt who
calls him wise.
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Stunning Brand New Building in Arnona, Spacious

3 rooms, 87m, 16m Mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd
floor, handicap access with Shabbat Elevator,
Parking and Storage. 2,150,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,500,000NIS

While you are
celebrating
Chanuka, please
help us provide

food & necessities for poor and
needy families, so that they can
also have a joyful holiday
Please send your donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel. (02) 581-0256
Or via PayPal at
ChickenLadyofJerusalem.com

gpekd yng

You know the story. The Pharaoh
has his dreams, Yosef interprets
them and suggests a plan of
action. Pharaoh is pleased by the
plan and says to his courtiers,
"Could we find another like him, a
man in whom is the Spirit of God?"
And he continues and says to
Yosef, "Since God has made all
this known to you, there is none so
discerning and wise as you."

The Pharaoh recognizes that
wisdom is not only mastery of
facts and the ability to apply them;
it is more than familiarity with the
seven branches of worldly wis-
dom, and it is even more than life
experience. Besides all that, it is a
gift of God.
I have had the good fortune of
meeting several wise people in my
life, and I am sure that most of you
have as well. Whenever I have
met such people, I have been
struck by how their words seemed
to come from a higher place. Their
insights reflect that they have
access to a source beyond my
ken.

This was Pharaoh's experience
when he heard Yosef's inter-
pretation and advice. He realized
that no course of study - no
training, no mastery of expertise -
was sufficient to account for the
good counsel that he was hearing.
He knew that the man in front of
him was blessed with the Spirit of
God.
There is no better time than this
Shabbat, as we celebrate Shabbat
Chanuka and read the story of
Yosef, to reflect upon the quality of
human wisdom and to fully appre-
ciate this lesson: Whatever else
wisdom comprises, it has one
indispensable ingredient. It is ulti-
mately the inspiration of the One
Above. 
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Mikeitz

DREAMS & DEEDS
The dreams of Yosef and Par'o are
quite different.

One of the big differences is that
Yosef dreams of being at work,
binding sheaves; Par'o dreams of
things becoming available without
apparent effort.

One could of course say that that’s a
natural reflection of who the
dreamers are. Yosef is a servant boy
who knows he has to work for his
living, whilst Par'o is a king who takes

things for granted and doesn’t bother
to investigate how the results come
about.

But maybe it’s more than this: Yosef
knows the rabbinic maxim in Pirkei
Avot (5:23), L'FUM TZAARA AGRA –
“according to the pain is the gain”.

A person can never feel satisfied
without the sweat of their own brow.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com
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Sunday, December 24th • 8:45am-1:00pm (6 Tevet)
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shabbat Chanuka 
December 16th - 3:00pm

Phil Chernofsky

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am - see p.33
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am - L'AYLA - see p.35
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life (Mishlei)

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

Chanukah Songs (Sort of):
Rabbi Yehudah HaLevi on

Seeing the (Real,versus
Greek Philosophical) Light

Resumes Dec 24 • 2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of AMOS

Resumes Dec 25 • 9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am Rabbi Poupko's
Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

Resumes Wed Dec 20 • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

Tuesdays also

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

Resumes Dec 24th
8:00pm • no charge

Rabbi Mordechai Machlis
The Book of Shmuel

The Center will close at
4:00pm and reopen IY"H

at 8:30am on Monday

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

3:00pm - Phil Chernofsky
Mishna, Mitzvot & more

The Center will close at
4:00pm and reopen IY"H

at 7:00pm - see p.61

Resumes Dec 25 • 3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

resumes Dec 25th
4:15pm - see p.34
Rabbi Zev Leff

Resumes Dec 25 • 5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Resumes Dec 25th
7:30pm

Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir
Directed by Hadassah Jacob

call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA • see p.33
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

resumes Dec 26 • 10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning

Halachic & Hashkafic
issues in contemporary

society

11:30am 
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

No Dec 13 • YES Dec 20
2:00 & 3:00pm

Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

no Dec.14; YES Dec.21
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg 
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi

gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.33
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the
Messages in Chazal

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

resumes Dec 26 • 1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

resumes dec 26 • 3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

The Center will close at
4:00pm and reopen IY"H

at 7:00pm

Dec 19th • 7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

Dec 19th •  7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

Resumes Wed Dec 20
7:00-9:45pm

Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch
Topics in Parshanut

The Rainbow of
Parshat HaShavua

Resumes after Chanuka
2:30pm

Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current events in the

weekly haftara

Resumes IYH Dec 28th
8:00pm

Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky
Topics in the

Book of Sho-f'tim
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei HaTosfot
answer that the Nile was the source of
sustenance for the people of Egypt,
so the cows emerging from the Nile
led Yosef to understand that the
dreams related to years of plenty and
years of famine.

C The Ohr HaChayim teaches that
this second phrase - YOU HAVE DONE
EVIL IN HOW YOU ACTED - does not
refer to stealing the cup now but
rather to their returning the money
that they found in their bags earlier in
the story. The fact that they stole the
cup reveals that they returned the
money in order to appear to be
honest people, laying the ground-
work for stealing the cup.  

D The Kli Yakar explains that when
he said AS YOU HAVE SPOKEN IT WILL
BE, he was referring to the one who
stole the cup as having one punish-
ment and the brothers a different
one. The punishment in Egypt for
stealing was not death and therefore,
that person would become a slave
and the brothers would have a lesser
consequence. (The Kli Yakar actually
believes that the word NEKI'IM, which
seems to mean the brothers will be
CLEAN from any punishment, means
that they will be slaves to Yosef with
nicer, CLEANER, conditions than the
one who is a slave to him.)

I do not take cream cheese without tomatoes
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

dxidn dnlgde dnly d`etx
to the Vebbe Rebbe, Rabbi Daniel
Mann, who is recuperating from

donating a kidney.

Where to Light on
Motza'ei Shabbat
Question: My family will be at my
parents' house for Shabbat Chanuka and
will be leaving there for home (an hour
commute) relatively soon after Shabbat.
Where should I light Chanuka candles?

Answer: An achsenai (guest) is
obligated to light unless his family
lights on his behalf at home (Shabbat
23a). While the achsenai's obligation
can be fulfilled by chipping in for the
host's lighting (Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chayim 677:1), he usually lights his own
candles there (Mishna Berura 677:3),
which we assume you will do on Friday. 

On Motzaei Shabbat, there is a
two-fold question. Does your achsenai
status continue as you are leaving? If it
does (or can), is it preferable to light
earlier at your temporary home or
later at your real home?  

Most poskim (including Chazon
Ovadia (Yosef), Chanuka, p. 155,
Chovat Hadar, Chanuka 1:(65),
Teshuvot V'hanhagot I:391) rule that it
is better, if possible, to light at your
own home. Realize that differing
circumstances impact on the latest

time to light, and there are also various
opinions. It is best to light when the
public is still on the streets, especially
if one usually lights outside or in a
visible window. If you cannot make it
by such a time, it is better to light in
your parents' home (Teshuvot V'han-
hagot ibid.). 

Rav S.Z. Auerbach (cited in Halichot
Shlomo, Chanuka p. 279) generally
prefers the host's home, with a
condition. He says that since, when the
obligation takes effect, his host's house
is his "home", he should fulfill the
mitzva then and there. He posits, in
contrast to Rav Ovadia (ibid.), that
living by a host for a whole day makes
it his effective home until he leaves.
Much depends on one's reading of the
Bi'ur Halacha 677:1. He says that one
who eats a meal at a local friend
should not light there, but if he is
staying at his parents' for all of
Chanuka, he lights there even if he
sometimes eats at home. The
Acharonim differ about cases that are
between these two extremes. By
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

lighting on Friday at your parents', you
show you accept Rav Auerbach's
reading. 

Rav Auerbach, though, posits (see
Minchat Shlomo II, 58.2) that you can
light at your parents' only if you
remain a half hour after lighting. That
is because the lighting must be viable
for a half hour. If one lights with less
than a half hour of oil, the lighting is
invalid (Shulchan Aruch, OC 675:2).
Similarly, if one lights with the
intention to extinguish the candles
within a half hour, he does not fulfill
the mitzva (Minchat Shlomo ibid.).
Since once the person leaves his host,
it is no longer his home and the lights
are no longer connected to him,
leaving within a half hour is equivalent
to extinguishing them.

Rav Ovadia Yosef (ibid.) reasons that
the various opinions depend on
whether one's place is determined by
where he eats (i.e., at your parents') or
where he sleeps (at home, on Motza'ei
Shabbat), and he posits the latter. We
usually assume this is a machloket
between Ashkenazim (eat) and Sephar-
dim (sleep) (see Shulchan Aruch and
Rama, OC 677:1). 

It seems to me that the two opinions
are more a function of how important
it is to light as soon as possible, as
there is a correlation between that
question and the view on your
question. For example, Rav Auerbach
puts great importance on lighting at
the first opportunity (within 30

minutes). For example, although he
regularly followed Rabbeinu Tam and
did not do melacha until 72 minutes
after sunset, he nevertheless was very
careful to light on Motza'ei Shabbat
between 35 and 50 minutes after
sunset (Halichot Shlomo, p. 312).
Teshuvot V'hanhagot, as a contrasting
example, treated lighting until 7:30pm
as not a problem and therefore, not
surprisingly, expected a Shabbat guest
to make it home to light by then. 

Most people are not very careful (if
there is a conflicting need) to light
within a half hour of the starting time
for lighting. If you fall into that group,
we advise you to try to make it home
relatively promptly (without being
inappropriately hasty) after Shabbat
and light at home. Otherwise, light at
your parents' and stay a half hour.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

There is an ideological issue at the root
of the quarrel between Yosef and his
brothers, namely who is to provide
leadership during the galut foretold in
the brit bein habetarim. The brothers
maintained that leadership always
belonged to Yehuda, while Yosef knew
that the galut leadership was his. Cities,
like people, have qualities and natures,
and knowledge of those of the city of
Shechem can help us to understand this
difference between Yosef and his
brothers. 

Shechem was a place that was destined
for suffering. In Shechem Dina was
abused, there the brothers sold Yosef
and it was there that the Davidic
Kingdom was divided by Yeravam ben
Nevat (Sanhedrin 102a). Shechem is
derived from division or part (Tehillim,
60:8 and 108:8), so the nature of the
place contributed to all the tragedies
that occurred there. 

The divisive nature of Shechem caused
its inhabitants to see themselves as
independent and spiritually elevated
creations. The Avnei Nezer explains
that like the city, Shechem ben Chamor
saw himself as a special being entitled
to specifically join with Yaakov.
Therefore he desired the daughter of
Yaakov, which led to the rape of Dina.
So too, its nature of division, led to the
disunity of the brothers, since each one
considered himself special and unique
so that they could not subjugate them-

selves to another and become a united
klal. The nature of Shechem also
encouraged the disunity that resulted in
the breakup of the Davidic kingdom, as
the tribes seeing their own spiritual
greatness and uniqueness, were unable
to humble themselves and subjugate
themselves to the Davidic dynasty.

However, it must be remembered that
Shechem was chosen as Yaakov's gift
to Yosef. It was also an Ir Miklat,
sanctified to give sanctuary to a person
guilty of accidental killing. Further-
more, it is one of the 3 places of which
the nations can never question our
ownership; Har Hamoriah, Chevron
and Shechem.

This contradiction in the nature of the
city can be explained by looking at the
Creation in which each one of the
constituent parts grew and expanded to
realize their individual potential and
purpose. Each one was an entity by
itself, until through the power of the
Shabbat they all became united into
one comprehensive unit. So too, the
sons of Yaakov were individually
growing and extending themselves
spiritually, so that they each were
considered complete and separate.
However, because of their greatness
they were unable to unite. The Maharal
teaches that the lack of unity amongst
the Jews is not because of any
weakness of theirs, but on the contrary
because of the spiritual and intellectual
greatness of each individual.

The brothers should have been united
under Yosef who represents the
Shabbat, just as the parts of Creation
were. However, what prevented this
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US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American Immigration
and Naturalization Law for over 30 years

DUE TO PROCESSING DELAYS
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA 
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

was the evil report on the brothers
which Yosef brought to his father
(B'reishit 36:2). His evil report bred
hatred between them which developed
until Yosef no longer had the power to
unite them. Formerly, there had been
great identification of the individual
brothers with the group or entity, so
there was the power of the group to
help and support that individual.
However, when the brothers lost the
unifying nature of Yosef, they naturally
tended to separate and each go his own
individual way.

"Now his brothers went to pasture their
father's flock in Shechem" (37:12).
Rashi noting the dots on the word 'et'
comments that they went there to find
themselves. The Admor Menachem
Mendel of Kotsk , based on the verse
'And he said [to Yosef], 'What are you
seeking', teaches that a person should
always know what he is looking for.
Troubled by their hatred of Yosef, the
brothers went to Shechem, a place
conducive to individual worth and
special importance, in order to
re-discover their own value. Perhaps
that is also why Yaakov sent Yosef to
Shechem. 

How was it that Yosef HaTzadik
sinned with Lashan Hara? When he
suspected his brothers, he should have
spoken to them about his suspicions.
This would have either shown the
report to be false or enabled him to
reprimand them and cause them to
repent. However, Yosef in the modesty
characteristic of all the descendants of
Rachel, could not bring himself to
bring himself to confront and criticize

the brothers who were all older than
him. Instead he brought their evil
report to Yaakov. Yosef's 19 years in
prison was atonement for the slander of
his 10 brothers. Even though his
motives were good, nevertheless,
considering Yosef's spiritual status, his
modesty was considered a sin. This is
similar to, 'Because of the modesty of
Rabbi Zechariah ben Avkulos the
Second Temple was destroyed and we
were exiled from our Land' (Gittin
56a). So the sale of Yosef is related to
the destruction of the 2nd Temple.
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Uterus Transplants -
Are They Permitted?
Last time we reported the news of the
birth of a baby girl after her mother
underwent a uterus transplant from a
live donor. This procedure raises a
number of halachic questions and we
will summarize some of these. 

Is the donor permitted to undergo an
operation to remove their uterus to give
to the recipient? The first question is
does it constitute castration which is
forbidden. There is a difference of
opinion as to whether damaging, or
removing, the female reproductive
organs is a Torah prohibition or a
rabbinic one but it is definitively
forbidden unless in a case of great need
or disease. There is a difference of
opinion as to whether the prohibition
against castration refers to damaging
the reproductive organs regardless of
how this affects fertility, or whether the
prohibition is to compromise fertility. If
the prohibition is to damage the
reproductive organs it would be
forbidden to remove the uterus, how-
ever if the prohibition is to adversely
affect fertility then a post-menopausal
woman would be able to donate her
uterus to someone else, since this
would not affect the donor's ability to
become pregnant. 

In addition it is forbidden for one to
harm their body but this is overridden in

the case where one can save someone
else's life. For example, a person is
permitted, and even encouraged, to
donate their kidney to save someone's
life. However in the case of donating a
uterus there is no life-threatening
disease involved. Some are lenient in
the case of a medical procedure and do
not consider this damaging one's body. 

Another question is whether the
removal of the uterus presents a danger
to the donor who would need to
undergo general anesthetic and an
operation in order to remove her uterus.
While the danger may be minimal, it is
still questionable whether one is
permitted to endanger themselves in
such a situation. 

All of these halachic issues can be
overcome but they do suggest that this
is far from a simple procedure and that
the halachic questions for the donor are
significant. 

What about the recipient? She also
undergoes an operation and is in some
danger but since this is in order to fulfill
the mitzva of procreation this would be
permitted. She would need to take
immunosuppressant medication so that
her body would not reject the new organ
and this may also be dangerous, but
again since this is in order to have
children it would be permitted. 

More on this next week. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com



Rabbi Wein's Fall-Winter
Lecture Series: Motza"Sh
Nov25-Jan20 (except Chanuka)
JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II

More interesting Street Names in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin - 25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students
NO SHIUR MOTZA"SH CHANUKA - DEC 16th

E Dec 23th at 8:00pm Baron Hirsch Street

Rabbi Wein and the Destiny Foundation
wish all their readers and participants a

"Freilichin Chanuka"

RESERVE NOW for Sunday night, Jan14
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1930"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8PM

Advance ticket - 100NIS, At the door 120NIS

Includes DVD of film worth 100NIS

Sponsors - 750NIS, Patrons - 1500NIS
(which includes a private buffet supper with Rabbi Wein in the lounge)

BEST SEATS GO TO EARLIEST RESERVATIONS
Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

 The entire narrative of the story of
Yosef and his brothers, as he sent off
the Jewish people to Egyptian society,
slavery and ultimate redemption, is
meant to illustrate to us the guiding
hand of Providence in human affairs.

There is no question that all of the
participants in this dramatic narrative
acted according to their own wishes
and wisdom. Yet the confluence of all
of these conflicting personalities and
ambitions leads to the desired end of
the fulfillment of the prophecy and
promise of God to Avraham about the
future fate of the Jewish people.

This principle, that man proposes but
God disposes is one of the basic
beliefs of Judaism and is vindicated,
for good or for better, throughout the
history of the Jewish people and
humankind generally. All of the twists
and turns of daily and national life, the
seemingly random and inexplicable
events that assault us on a regular
basis, somehow have a purpose and a
goal. They help us arrive at the
situation and circumstance that God’s
destiny has provided for us.

The difficulty in all of this is that very
rarely is this pattern revealed or are
we aware of it. The Lord told Moshe
that ‘you will see my back, not my
face.’ We see things much more

clearly in retrospect than in the ability
to judge present events and some-
how predict the future.

All of the dreams of Yosef will be
fulfilled but no one could have
imagined at the onset of the story
how they could have been fulfilled
and under what circumstances, of
both tragedy and triumph, they would
come to be the reality of the narrative
of the story of Yosef and his brothers.

Of all of the brothers, Yosef seems to
be the one that is most aware that he
and they are merely instruments in
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www.gabairealestate.com
EFRAT - New on the market in Zayit! Brand
new cottage with over 200m in the popular
Village project. Upgraded 5 bedroom property
plus basement and parking. Large outside
space, great view, perfect family home.

RECHAVIA, Narkis 9a - 60m, 1 bedroom, 1 full
bathroom. Well-lit and quiet. First floor access
with no stairs. The nicest building on the street.
Private underground parking in Tabu. 
Asking 2,200,000NIS

REAL FIND NEAR BAKA – 80m, 3 rooms,
spacious a well-lit. Storage, parking, and
Shabbat elevator. Asking 2,250,000NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL, Ha’ari – 60m, 3 rooms,
ground floor with wheelchair access, balcony.
Great for investment or residence. 
Asking 2,200,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - New on the market! 92m, 
4 rooms including a master en suite, completely
renovated. On the second floor, 2 balconies and
well lit. Asking 3,200,000NIS

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir – New on the
market! New building, parking, storage,
Shabbat elevator, balcony. 3 bedrooms incl. one
en suite. Asking $1,050,000

SAIDOFF - over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views. Pool, gym, 24 hr guard, shul
in the bldg. Storage, parking. Walking distance
to Shaarei Chesed, Nachlaot and the Kotel.

CITY CENTER - In new building, 4 rooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, exit to spacious balcony.
Underground parking, Shabbat elevator, well lit
and comfortable. Currently rented out for 
7000 NIS/month. Asking $1,080,000

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

Declutter your space!
‘Lighten up‘ this Chanuka

Maximise your living space!

Restore and Restart 050-901-6377
Restoreandrestart@gmail.com

restoreandrestart.com

God’s plan. The rabbis teach us that
Yosef was distinguished by the fact
that the name of God never left his
lips and that he always attributed
events to divine providence and God’s
will.

That is why Yosef is seen as the main
antagonist to Eisav, for Eisav always
attributed events to random chance
and to human action and power. We
will see later that this was also the
main contest between Pharaoh and
Moshe. Pharaoh continually main-
tained that the troubles of the
Egyptians were coincidence and that
all of the blows that he sustained were
due to circumstance and nature. Even
when his wise men stated that the
finger of God was pointing at him, he
refused to admit that it was the divine
presence that was driving Egypt to
destruction.

We also live in a world where many
see the events that surround us as
being mere happenstance, random
events engendered by human beings.
However, Judaism knows better and
teaches better and we are therefore
confident that all of the processes
ordained for us millennia ago will yet
be completely fulfilled. There is a
divine hand that guides the affairs of
mankind. 
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HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONAH NOW
052-309-8891

Teachings of the Maharal

THE VIRTUE OF PAIN
Netiv Hayisurim 2,1 - The Book of
Mishlei of King Solomon relates,
"My child, do not despise Hashem's
discipline, and do not spurn his
reproof, for it is the one He loves He
admonishes, and like a father, He
delights in His [chastised] child.
Fortunate is a person who has
found wisdom, a person who
obtains understanding" [3:12]. King
Solomon wanted to say that when
suffering comes upon a person, he
should not kick it away, but rather
accept the pain with love. Further-
more, he should not despise His
reproof. The first relates to the
loving pain when one investigates
one's deeds and finds no sin -
certainly these are sufferings of
love.  Corresponding to the suffering
that comes on account of sin, the
second statement "and do not spurn
his reproof" speaks of a person who
finds fault or sin in himself.  Both the
discipline - pain of love, and the
reproof - pain resulting in correction,
are on account of love - how can
one turn it to hate by despising the
discipline.  How can one respond to
love by despising the discipline?
Then it goes on to say that when He
brings reproof, He delights in the
person as a father delights and

extends mercy to the son after the
admonition brings about correction
in his behavior.

The verse continues that a person is
fortunate to extract wisdom, as if to
say if one wishes to be protected
from suffering, he should study
Torah, then, the pain shall be
separated from him.  It is brought in
the first chapter of B'rachot [5a],
Resh Lakish says that anyone who
involves himself in Torah is
protected from pain, as it says,
"spiritual beings [bnei reshef] shall
rise up to fly" [Iyov 5:7], and reshef
means suffering and flying is the
Torah, which is called a bird flying in
the heavens. Suffering is a defect in
the person and the Torah fills and
perfects the defect. Therefore, it
raises the person up above the
sphere where suffering rules. Torah
is temima [pure, perfect, completed]
and at its lofty level there is no
lacking, there is only perfection.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Kupat Cholim Maccabi patients also in kupa clinics

FOR RENT OLD KATAMON -  Rachel Imeinu St.
- Beautiful Penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 
2 large terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive.
9800NIS a month
REHAVIA Nice 2 rooms, ground floor, Arabic style
bldg, balcony, good shape, quiet, good deal!
1,550,000NIS
OLD TALPIOT CLOSE TO BAKA Large 3 rooms,
first floor, balcony, renovated, good deal! Exclusive
1,590,000NIS
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA Nice 4.5 rooms, stone
bldg, third floor, succa balcony, good shape, large
storeroom, only 2,000,000NIS
RASKO CLOSE TO KATAMON Large 3 rooms,
93m, stone building, Shabbat elevator, large balcony
with view, good shape, parking. 2,350,000NIS
HEART OF OLD KATAMON 3 rooms + separate
unit, ground floor, acess without stairs, exit to garden,
renovated, good investment! Quiet, Exclusive,
2,550,000NIS
OLD KATAMON Great new penthouse, 5 rooms,
170m,small modern building, Shabbat elevator, large
terrace, 50m living room, 4 directions, 2 parking slots,
storage room, Exclusive.

Top-left is the Davka Judaica graphic of
Par'o and his dream(s)   Mickey Mouse,
the sorcerer's apprentice, for the wizards
of Egypt who were unable to satisfac-
torily interpret Par'o's dreams   When
the Wine Steward finally told Par'o about
Yosef, he (Yosef) was brought up from
the dungeon and cleaned up. Tradition
tells us that it was Rosh HaShana when
he came before Par'o - hence, the
Shofar...   and he shaved for the occa-
sion - hence the electric shaver with the
Shofar   To the right is a scarab ring, like
the one Paro gave Yosef when he
decided to appoint Yosef "over Egypt" 
20% was part of Yosef's plan for Par'o, to
take a fifth from each producer during
the years of plenty, so that there would
be enough to go around during the
famine   10+1+? was the brothers'
answer to Yosef's question about their
family. We are 10 brothers, son of one
man. Plus one other brother who is at
home, plus another who's whereabouts
are unknown   Botnim (now peanuts
but originally pistachio - Biblical Hebrew
and modern Hebrew differ on occasion)
were part of Yaakov's gift package.   The
silver cup is Yosef's (did he get it as a Bar
Mitzva gift?), used to frame Binyamin 

Sack of coins is for the double portion of
money the brothers found returned to
their sacks   At the bottom is a scene
from Megilat Esther, with Haman leading
Mordechai through the streets. There are
many similarities between that Megila
scene and what was done with Yosef.
parading him... calling before him... the
king giving a ring... and more   The bell
is for the words VATIPA'EM RUCHO, his
(Par'o) spirit was troubled. The word
appears only one other place in Tanach,
in Daniel, where it has the same context:
being troubled as a result of a dream.
Rashi in Mikeitz explains it as having the
feeling of a bell ringing inside (one's
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chest or heart, perhaps)   Shirt with the
6 on it is a play on BIGDEI SHEISH,
garments of linen, that Par'o clothed
Yosef with   Club 365 is associated with
the store HAMASHBIR. That is what Yosef
was for the Land of Egypt (B'reishit 42:6)
  Key with the picture of ET stands for
the pasuk in which Yosef instructs his
people that the brothers will eat with
him, the words are KI ITI YOCHLU
HA'ANASHIM   The emblem of the State
of Israel comes from the haftara, which
comes from Zechariya   Part of
Zechariya's message is LO B'CHAYIL, not
with military might - hence, the Xed out
soldier. This is not to say that we
shouldn't have the best army possible.
That is our Hishtadlus. But we must
understand that our greatest weapon, so
to speak, is G-d's spirit on our side -
something we get when we are faithful
to Him. The leaders of the State whose
emblem comes from the Navi should
learn the lesson of the prophecy of the
same source   Hess logo is for words in
the haftara: Hass kol basar. Hess, meat -
get it?   Tide is for Yehoshua KG's soiled
garments   Guitar-like stringed instru-
ment is an OUD, a word from the haftara
(with a different meaning)   Lower right
is a play on Yaakov's telling his sons that
there was Shever b'Mitzrayim (SHEVER
means 'provisions' and also means
fraction   the particular fraction is for
the opinion that the Chashmona'im used
1/8 of the supply of oil they found for
each of the 8 nights until new oil would
be available   Kettering University is in
Flint (Michigan). Flint is TZUR. With the
LE you get one of the Nesi'im: ELITZUR 
Olive Oyl is a give-away   Parking sign
with max. of 25 cars is CHANU-KAF-HEI,
CHANUKA 

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

The Sacred Protects Itself
Adapted from Mo'adei HaRe’iyah, pp. 181-182,
and Celebration of the Soul by Rabbi Pesach

Jaffe, pp. 99-100

Rav Kook made the following
comments when speaking at the
inaugural ceremony for the Mizrachi
Teachers Institute in Jerusalem during
Chanuka, 1932:

Why is it that the Menorah we use in
our homes for Chanuka must be
different from the Menorah in the Beit
Haikdash, bearing eight or nine
branches instead of seven?

People think that kodesh and chol - the
realms of sacred and secular - are
adversaries of one another. But in truth,
there is no conflict between kodesh
and chol. Our national life requires that
both of these domains be fully
developed and channeled toward
building the nation. We should aspire
to combine them and imbue the
secular with holiness.

We strive for kiddush, to sanctify the
mundane and extend the influence of
kodesh on chol. But we also need
havdala to differentiate between the
two realms. Havdala is necessary to
prevent the blurring of the boundaries
between the sacred and the secular, to
preclude the debasement of kodesh
and its misuse for secular purposes.
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There exists a perfect kodesh, lofty and
sublime. We draw from its essence,
from its content, from its living
treasure. And we are commanded to
protect it from any secular influences
that could dull the rich tapestry of the
kodesh.

Thus, Jewish law forbids us to fashion a
Menorah similar to the one used in the
holy Temple. In this way, the kodesh
defends itself from any flow of secular
influences that may diminish its value.
It is because of this self-protection that
the kodesh is able to retain its power to
strengthen and vitalize secular frame-
works.

Greek thought asserted that there is no
holiness in the practical world. The
Greek mind could only see in the
universe - from the lowest depths to
the farthest stars - mundane forces.
Knesset Yisrael, however, knows how to
join heaven and earth. We know how to
unite kodesh and chol, how to sanctify
ourselves with that which is permis-
sible, to eat a meal in holiness and
purity.

We are able to attain this ideal
unification because we maintain the
necessary barriers, we know how to
distinguish between the sacred and the
secular. Eternal Israel is built on these
complementary principles of chibur
and havdala, unification and distinc-
tion.

Turning to the institute’s faculty and
students, Rav Kook concluded his
address:

In an institution where both sacred

subjects and secular disciplines are
taught, we must not forget that our
ancient battle against Greek culture is
not over. If we are careless, the sacred
will become profane.

We must remember that we are
descendants of those heroes who
sacrificed their lives to guard the holy.
Like the Temple Menorah, Torah study
is the highest level of kodesh. We must
be careful that our study of Torah does
not degenerate into a study of
literature, not even a study of national
literature or an ancient science. Torah is
the word of the Living God. Our
practical activities must be illuminated
by the holy light of Torah and its
mitzvot. As the psalmist said,

“Your word is a lamp for my feet and a
light for my path.” (T'hilim 119:5) 
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CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

The verse in Sefer Iyov reads as follows:
KEITZ SAM LA'CHOSHECH - He put
an end to darkness (28:3). The Midrash
sees this verse as aptly summing up the
events described at the beginning of our
parsha. According to the Midrash,
Pharaoh's dream which took place -
MIKEITZ SH'NATAYIM YAMIM -
And it came to pass at the end of two
years…" (B'reishit 41:4) - should not be
perceived as a random event from which
Yosef was lucky to have derived benefit
seeing as he was in the right place at the
right time. We should rather see the
events as having followed a clearly
defined sequence: As a result of the fact
that the time decreed for Yosef to
languish in jail had come to an end,
therefore it came to pass that Pharaoh
dreamed as he did.

Rabbi Frand quotes the Beit HaLevi who
pointed to the words of this Midrash in
his discussion of the way people confuse
cause and effect in their attempt to make
sense of many life experiences. A simple
reading of the story retold at the
beginning of the parsha would lead us to
describe the sequence of events as
follows: Pharaoh's dreams were not
interpreted satisfactorily by his advisors,
this "cause" led to the following "effect"
- Yosef was brought out of jail to
interpret the dream, and as a further
consequence he was catapulted to a
position of authority. The Beit HaLevi
explains that the Midrash wishes us to
appreciate the fact that what had actually
transpired was the very opposite: The

original "cause" which set everything
else in motion was that the time had
come for Yosef to be released from
prison and rise up to a role of leadership.
The "effect" was that Hashem planted
certain images in Pharaoh's mind, and
concealed their true interpretation from
all of his advisors. The Midrash likens
the above to an everyday case of a
peddler who buys an object at low cost
and succeeds in selling it at a large
profit. Whereas we might be tempted to
perceive the initial purchase as the
"cause" and the profit as its "effect", the
Beit HaLevi suggests we reassess our
analysis of such events and accept the
following formula: Since it was decreed
on high that a profit should be realized
("cause"), therefore the initial purchase
was made ("effect").

To quote Rabbi Frand's conclusion: "The
world has a grand plan. Hashem makes
things happen in the world so that the
plan will be implemented. The Almighty
calls the shots. Not Man." 

What a fitting message for Shabbat
Chanukka which almost always falls
during the reading of this week's parsha!

An additional suggestion for the nature
of the connection between Chanukka and
Parshat Mikeitz was put forth by Rabbi
Nissan Alpert z"l who to understand the
following question: Why were all of the
previous attempts to interpret Pharaoh's
dream unsuccessful? Why couldn't any
of the experts properly decipher the
message encrypted in the image of seven
fat cows devoured by emaciated ones
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who remained as thin as before? Rabbi
Alpert explained that while the
Egyptians were excellent dream
interpreters, this specific dream eluded
them since it seemed to defy all logic and
reason: How could the weak and skinny
overpower the strong and healthy? The
sheer incongruence of this image had
thrown the interpreters off mark, leading
them to come up with unacceptable
interpretations.

For Yosef, however, this very same
image presented no difficulty. When one
factors in the possible effects of Divine
intervention, the prospect of the
physically weak prevailing over the
mighty no longer seems unusual or
strange. This is the very essence of the
AL HANISIM prayer where we bless
G-d for the miracles and the salvation
brought about by handing the mighty
over into the hands of the weak, and
delivering the many to the hands of the
few.

In our own generation, during the War of
Independence and Israel's subsequent
military victories, we repeatedly
witnessed similar miraculous episodes.
Although many around the world were
sure we were doomed. Hashem decreed
otherwise! The victories that resulted in
the establishment of Medinat Yisrael,
and insured its continued existence, can
only seem surprising when seen through
the eyes of one who denies the concept
of Hashgacha Pratit, Divine providence. 

Yosef tried to explain to Pharaoh that it
is the belief in Hashem and not only in
natural processes that allows for the few
to defeat the many. When Yosef is
brought out from jail, and Pharaoh tells
him that he has heard of his great ability

to interpret dreams, Yosef responds:
"Bil'adai, it is not in me - G-d will give
Pharaoh an answer.." (B'reishit 41:6).
Clearly,Yosef is attempting to give
Pharaoh a crash course in Jewish
theology. The Beit HaLevi notes that
Pharaoh accepted Yosef's teachings,
since he will later say: "Since G-d has
made all this known to you there is no
one as discerning and as wise as you"
(41:39).

It is interesting to note that as opposed to
the Shalosh Regalim which are linked to
events which transpired in Mitzrayim or
in the Sinai Desert, or Purim which took
part in Persia, Chanuka is Eretz-Yisrael-
centric commemorating events which
happened here. The lesson of Chanuka -
RABIM B'YAD M'ATIM - is one those
living in Eretz Yisrael need to remember
on a daily basis. 

We know fully well that other nations
have their hearts set on annihilating us,
and yet, having learned Yosef's lesson
we can proudly echo Yeshayahu's (8:10)
words: UTZO EITZA V'TUFAR
DAB'RU DAVAR V'LO YAKUM KI
IMANU EL - Take counsel together, and
it shall be nullified; Speak your words -
they shall not stand; For God is with us!"

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the
globe. Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host
communities through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. 
These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

Seeing but Believing by Rabbi Yonatan Blass

After they fail to recognize him, Yosef
accuses his brothers of being spies:
“You are spies, to see the nakedness of
the land you have come” (B'reishit
42:9). Hidden in this accusation, writes
the Shelah HaKadosh, is a reference to
the future sin of the spies in the desert.
Your children, the spies sent by Moses
to report to him from the Land of Israel,
heads of the tribes that will descend
from you, will speak ill of the Land of
Israel. My descendant, Yehoshua, on
the other hand, will keep faith with the
Land, as will the daughters of
Tz'lofchad, also my descendants.

Rashi explains (B'reishit 42:8) that the
brothers did not recognize Yosef
because when they had last seen him
he did not have a beard, and now he
had a full grown beard. But why should
this have sufficed to conceal Yosef’s
true identity from his brothers?

Yosef, even when he was surrounded
by Egyptian culture, succeeded in
preserving his righteousness. His
brothers, however, were unable to
perceive that righteousness. They
stood before Yosef, but were deceived
by externals - a beard - and saw “just

another Egyptian”. And similarly, their
descendants who would be sent to
scout the Land of Israel would be
oblivious to the land’s sanctity and
focus only on the difficulties to be
encountered in its conquest.

Let us not allow the difficulties of Aliyah
to blind us to the privilege given to us
of returning home to Eretz Yisrael.
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VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Liasons to US Congress, Canadian

Parliament, British Parliament,
European Parliament, German

Bundestag, Swedish Parliament.
Monitors of: NYTimes, LA Times,

Wash Post, Reuters, AP
dbedein@IsraelBehindTheNews.com

CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund

can help bring Chanuka joy to the needy
individuals and families who turn to us for help.

Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (VAYEISHEV) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: Hashem's reaction to the
Mikdash

G-d commanded us to make a Mikdash
for Him - and He would react, so to
speak, by dwelling among us.
V'SHACHANTI B'TOCHAM = 6+300+20+
50+400+10 (786) + 2+400+6+20+40
(468) = 1254.

[2] Besides Yosef (thrice), only one
other in Torah

VAYAVEI... and he brought... The
TTriddle is restricted to the word
VAYAVEI followed by the name of a
person. (How are you supposed to
know the restrictions? That's why they
are TTriddles, not just questions.) In
Yosef's case, he brought the negative
reports about his brothers to their
father, he brought his father Yaakov

before Par'o, and he brought money to
Par'o's treasury. The only other person
whose name follows VAYAVEI is KAYIN,
who brought fruit as an offering to G-d.

[3] He tested, she lifted her eyes, they
sinned - Who, who, who

VAYHI ACHAR HAD'VARIM HA-EILEH...
And it was after these things (or events)
that... This exact phrase only occurs in
the Torah three times. Back at the end
of VAYEIRA, G-d tested Avraham (with
the AKEIDA). The other two
occurrences are in Vayeishev. Potifar's
wife lifted her eyes and attempted to
seduce Yosef. And the Wine Steward
and the Baker sinned to Par'o.

For your further information, VAYHI
ACHAREI HAD'VARIM HA-EILEH adds
another two times to the list. Once with
Yosef, when he was told that Yaakov
was sick. Earlier, Avraham was told of
the births to his brother and sister-in-
law.

[4] Footer Icons

They were easy last week - Yosef in his
coat for Vayeishev and a dreidel for the
upcoming Chanuka. 
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

Tasty, full-sized sandwiches (on whole wheat or white roll) will be sold for
25minutes prior to Main Hall JewishVideo showings - ONLY 15NIS! Hot drinks for 5NIS

MON Dec 18th - 12:30pm • LIBRARY • 1 hr
In the Fiddler’s House - Itzhak Perlman performing and talking with

leading klezmer bands. Simply delightful - one of our favorites!

TUE Dec 19th - 12:30pm - MAIN HALL - 1 hr

Musical Masterpiece at Masada - Gala celebration, Israel's
40th Anniversary. Israeli Orchestra, choirs, speeches by President
Herzog and PM Shamir, tribute to 4000 years of Jewish history.
Moving event.

WED Dec 20th - 12:45pm • MAIN HALL • 2 hrs
Avraham Fried Live in Israel - The legendary, beloved
Orthodox singer performs his musical magic with terrific orchestra
and choir before a wildly responsive audience! 19 songs including his
hits. Masterfully produced... virtually perfect choreography between
singer, orchestra, choir, lighting and graphics... with fun surprises

THU Dec 21st - 12:45pm •  Main Hall • 1¾ hrs • First time showing
Woman in Gold - David and Goliath struggle pitting Holocaust
survivor against Austria! She fights for restitution of her family's
paintings (one - “the Austrian Mona Lisa”) stolen by Nazis and on
display in Vienna museum. Superb film dramatizes the ups and downs
of the struggle. Deeply moving, inspiring TRUE story. (English &
German/subtitles - for English, too)

Financial Resource Network Seminar series: Mon/Tue/Wed, Dec 25-27
The most successful Investment System & Dealing with Risk • Living Wills - Break- through
Israeli tools recently became available • Sophisticated money management techniques for

Olim • Further info: (02) 580-7013
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Root & Branch Association Lectures
at the OU Israel Center, Jerusalem
Thursday, December 21st • 7:30pm

The Middle East and World War III
- Why No Peace?

Dr. Michael A Calvo
Program Chair: Dr. Les Glassman
M.C.: Mr. Lowell Joseph Gallin

Regular Israel Center Admission Fees
Info: 054-200-1268

The Israel Center and the Ol d C i ty  Free L oan Associ a ti on Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (Tue Dec 12)

was sponsored by
Jay & Rivki Shapiro

in memory of and L'ILUI NISHMOT
l"f sqei oa mgpn awri

l"f odkd mdxa` oa mgpt xfril`
and in honor of the wedding of

ediryi edipae rhp

Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday morning shiur
is sponsored by

Mel & Pessy Krausz David
Please join us at the OU Israel Center in

wishing Mel a refuah shleima
Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Learning on Sunday, Dec 17
is sponsored in Loving Memory of

Abraham Yitzchak Isaac Tekuzener z"l
on his Yahrzeit, the 6th night of Chanuka

His wife, children, grandchildren
and great-gandchildren

Mrs. Shira Smiles's shiur (Tue Dec 19)
is sponsored by Heidi Wolf

in memory of her beloved Father
Peretz ben Avraham z"l

Monday - December 18 @ 8pm

Off The Wall Comedy Presents:
David Kilimnick's

Chanuka Comedy Special
- videotaping for TV

In his first comedy special shoot, David
'The Expat,' takes you back to the story

that brought him to Israel.

First allowing you into his world of
funny, David recounts the experiences

that led him to Israel, multiple times.
David will take you through the

emotional roller-coaster of the religious
immigrant life and the frustration and

acceptance of acclimating to a country
that is not America.

David was honored to be the first Israeli
to make it to the finals of the 'Funniest

Person in the World' Contest.

Entrance:
25nis - members of OU Israel Center
30nis - students, soldiers & seniors

40nis - others

OU Israel Center- 22 Keren Hayesod
Reservations: 050-875-5688
www.davidkilimnick.com
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CHANUKA AND
GIVING THANKS

In lots of lectures that I've attended,
I've heard people quote the Jewish
philosopher Emmanual Levinas
(1906-1995), but I never really
learned much about his philosophy.
So when I saw that there was a
lecture about him recently I was
very happy to attend. The
fascinating lecture was in Hebrew,
but what I enjoyed the most was the
video clips they showed of Levinas,

actually giving a lecture in French. 

The one that made the biggest
impression on me was a speech he
gave at his 80th birthday party. He
chose to speak about the section in
the Talmud (Sota 34b) about the
Modim section, "we give thanks to
you", in the Amida. Specifically, he
was referring to the Modim
D'Rabanan that the congregation
recites while the leader is repeating
the Amida aloud. This is a blessing
of thanks for God's blessings which
surround us continually. The
Gemara brings the opinion of
various Rabbis as what verse
should be said. 

Levinas explained that in the Modim
prayer we include all the Rabbis
opinions, but the main point is that
we thank God, because we are able
to thank God "MODIM ANACHNU
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On the 30th anniversary of my
Aliya - 5th day of Chanuka - I

would like to thank all those who
have helped me make it this far!

Ernie Singer

Thanks to all my friends at the OU
and my family who called and visited

and asked about me when I was
locked in. Thank G-d I hope to be

joining you soon.
Chanuka Same'ach

Goldie Gross

LACH … AL SHE-ANACHNU
MODIM LACH". We, as simple
mortals are able to stand in front of
the Creator of the Universe and
give thanks to Him. We must not
ever take that for granted.  

Chanuka is a time for giving thanks.
We add the special prayer for
Chanuka of Al HaNisim to the
section of the Modim in the Amida
and in the section of NODEH L'CHA
- We thank you" in birkat hamazon.
Both of these are the sections for
giving thanks. 

To see the miraculous in everyday
things that surround us is not
always easy, but it is what makes
us Yehudim. Chanuka Sameach!

SINCE WE TALKED about a
French Jewish Philosopher, here's
a recipe for a milky French recipe.
These Croissants are easy to make
when you have unexpected guests
coming for Chanuka. 

CHOCOLATE CROISSANTS
1 pkg prepared dough

Milk chocolate, grated, or mini
chocolate chips

3 Tbsp melted butter

2 tsp water

1 egg white

confectioner's sugar

sliced almonds

Unroll and flatten dough; cut into
triangles. Brush with melted butter.
Sprinkle 1-2 tsp chocolate on each
triangle. Roll each triangle into
crescent shape and place on
ungreased cookie sheet. Add water
to egg white and mix well. Brush
the top of each croissant with egg
mixture. Top with sliced almonds, if
desired. Bake in preheated oven at
190°C for approx. 15 minutes. Let
cool and then remove from cookie
sheet. Sprinkle with a bit of
confectioners' sugar on top of each
one. N
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Chanuka Tour in the Old City
Wed. Dec 20 - Karait synagogue tour,

Museum of First Temple,
Super overlook from Davids Tower,

Reclaimed Jewish  properties 
ShalomPollacky613@gmail.cpm

Palestinian Authority text books
What Arab kids now learn in UNRWA schools

Article David Bedein, MSW, head of the Center for Near East Policy Research and
Israel Resource News Agency • www.IsraelBehindTheNews.com

Over the past year, the Center for Near East Policy Research, with partial funding
from the Simon Wisenthal Center, hired journalists with PhDs in Islamic Studies to
translate all PA schoolbooks taught to 492,000 children in the schools of the
UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, funded with a $640 million
education budget from 68 nations and… allowed by Israel. 

Largest donor: the US, which donates $150 million for UNRWA education. 

For the first time, the new PA curriculum mentions the fate of six million Jews
who live in the country after its "liberation": Expulsion of the usurper (code name
for Israel) and extermination of the foreigners' defeated and scattered remnants.
This new element in PA schoolbooks used by UNRWA sounds the alarm:

 "Let us sing and learn by heart: The Nobles' Land [Ard al-Kurama']

I have sworn! I shall sacrifice my blood 

To water the nobles' land

And I shall remove the usurper [ghaseb] from my country 

And shall exterminate [ubid] the foreigners' scattered remnants [fulul al-ghuraba']

O land of Al-Aqsa [Mosque] and the sacred place [haram], 

O cradle of pride and nobility

Patience, patience, for victory is ours 

And dawn will peep out from darkness"

Taken from "Our Beautiful Language", Grade 3, Part 2 (2016) p. 64

Ed. note: In case you are wondering why this article is in TT, or why we reprinted a Pollard editorial from the
Jerusalem Post in last week's TT - what to these have
to do with the weekly sedra or with Chanuka... The
answer is that these articles are vital to our life here
in Israel and we dare not be ignorant of thse kind of
things. A D'var Torah on the sedra and a halachic
review of the laws of candle lighting for Chanuka are
important for us. So are these articles.
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Restoring Collagen 
in Menopausal Women

See JPost's full article by Judy Siegel
www.drdavidfriedman.co.il/thermiva

To schedule
your personal 
consultation
02-563-5673
03-612-2322

The 7 yes, why 8 Question
Known as the Beit Yosef's question,
although it seems to have predated
him by many years, it is this: 

If a one day supply of oil
miraculously lasted for 8 days,
then there are 7 days of miracle -
so why is Chanuka 8 days?

There are dozens and dozens of
answers from many individuals over
the last 400-500 years. For example...

 Knowing that 8 days were needed
for a new supply of oil, they only put
1/8 of their supply in the Menorah
each night, expecting a few hours of
light. Miraculously, each night's oil
lasted through the night. 8 days of
miracle.

 After they filled the oil cups on the
first night, they expected the flask to
be empty. Miraculously, the flask
remained full.

 Seven days of the holiday were for
the miracle of the oil, and an eighth
day for the victory over the Yevanim.

 There is an opinion that the
correct wording of the Chanuka
story is: "They didn't even find a full
night's supply of oil." That which
they found was insufficient even for
one night - hence, 8 days of miracle. 

 They used thinner wicks to go
along with their meager supply of
oil, and the miracle was that the
lamps burned with the full bright-
ness of the regular wicks.

 The natural fact that olive oil
burns with a nice, clean flame is also
a miracle, just of a different kind.
Nature is miraculous too.

 Eight day holiday was declared
because of the mitzva of BRIT MILA
which was denied the people. 

 Eight represents MEI'AL LATEVA,
above nature, appropriate for the
celebration of a miracle that also was
outside the parameters of nature.

 A fire came from under the Miz-
bei'ach to light the Menora
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How about some Donuts for Chanuka?
DONUTS: glazed, glazed sprinkles, chocolate, chocolate
sprinkles, cinnamon/sugar, blueberry dough w/glaze

SUFGANIYOT: filled with jelly or chocolate or custard or caramel

LONG/small JOHNS: Rectangles with custard and glaze

MUNCHKINS: 12å per package

Boxes in two sizes: 6 for 24å and 15 for 56å

Daily pick-ups at the Center (not later than 3:30pm)
TUE/WED/THU Dec. 12-14 and SUN/MON/TUE Dec. 17-19

Call 560-9125 to place your orders at least two days before you
want to pick them up • Mehadrin, OU Israel Kashrut - All Parve

cont. from p. 4 an extra day to the 7 that
celebrate the open miracle of the oil.

Before we expand the point, let's add
that most other big loud miracles were
needed for our survival. The Sea
needed to split so that we could escape
the pursuing Egyptian chariots and that
the d close to drown our enemy and
tormentors. The water needed to be
sweetened so we could drink. So too,
the striking of the rock and the
speaking to the rock. And the Manna
provided sustenance and confidence-
building of our relationship with G-d.
But the Miracle of the Oil just allowed
us to light the Menora a week earlier
than without the miracle.

Now back to the point and its expan-
sion from oil to everything.

Take a look at what we say before AL
HANISIM on Chanuka and Purim in

Birkat HaMazon:

We thank You, HaShem, for taking us
out of Egypt, for giving us the Land of
Israel, for the Torah You teach us, for
the mitzvot that You command us to
follow, for the food You feed us...

And look at what we say before AL
HANISIM in the Amida:

We thank You for our lives, for our
souls, and for Your miracles which are
with us every day, and for Your
wonders and favors at all times - even-
ing, morning, and noontime.

After those declarations of thanks
which we say in every benching and in
every Amida - then we add the specifics
of the miracles of Purim and of
Chanuka.

We don't only thank G-d for the military
victories He helps with, but we thank
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Him for the rising and setting sun (and
every moment of sunshine between).

Oil burns beautifully according to its
miraculous nature - all the time, and
then it wows us by burning for seven
more days than it would naturally do.

The sea split once or twice to help us,
but the sea is there always, with its
tides and waves and sealife and
minerals - all of which are miracles.

The message of Chanuka augments the
message of our three times a day
Modim prayer. 

We need the everyday miracles and we
need the once in a while miracles to
remind us of how much we owe to
HKB"H.

Let's finish with a word about Shabbat-
Chanuka. The laws of Shabbat requires
us to move Chanuka candle lighting
away from its ideal timing - earlier than
ideal on Friday and later than ideal on
Motza"Sh. But that's okay. We should
not consider Shabbat an imposition on
our Chanuka celebration. Rather, by
juggling our Chanuka candle lighting in
consideration of Shabbat, we thereby
draw Shabbat into the Chanuka picture.
Yes, by singing L'cha Dodi to the tune
of Maoz Tzur. Yes, by singing Maoz Tzur
at the Shabbat table rather than at
candle lighting. Yes, by the second
Torah from which we read the Maftir for
Chanuka. Yes by the Chanuka haftara
that pre-empts the regular weekly
haftara (which for Mikeitz happens to
be one of the most famous stories from
Tanach - Shlomo and the babies -
which we actually read only about 10%

of the time). 

But its much more than that. If Chanuka
reminds us of the miracles that G-d
performs on our behalf, then so does
Shabbat - even more so. Shabbat is our
weekly reminder of G-d's Creation of
the Wolrd and of His continuous role as
Master of the Universe - Adon Olam.
Shabbat is also linked to the Exodus
from Egypt and the Sinai Experience.
Did we have any more miracle-filled
experiences than those?

But there is still more. One of the main
targets of Greek oppression and perse-
cution was their ban of Shabbat obser-
vance. The Chanuka victories and
miracles gave us back Shabbat and
restored Shabbat to its role as the
eternal sign of the relationship
between G-d and the Jewish People.

Do Shabbat and Chanuka clash? A tiny
bit, which we handle quite nicely (but
not without its disputes, such as which
goes first? Havdala or Chanuka candles).
The clash is small. The link between
Shabbat and Chanuka is BIG. Both our
Shabbat and our Chanuka are
enhanced when we ponder all of the
above.
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dikea ip` dl` lr FOR THESE I WEEP

Announcing an Inspirational
Jewish Experience to Poland
with Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

TUE-MON, July 3-9, '18
7 full touring days; 6 hotel nights

Visit: Warsaw, Tarnow, Lublin,
Majdanek, Auschwitz, Plashow,
Kazimierz, Lezajsk, Lancut and

more… and

A meaningful Shabbat in Krakow

For more information,
050-77-33-11-7

aaron.adler50@gmail.com
All inclusive price (incl. El Al flight)

$1950

MAZAL TOV TO

Dr. Moshe & Esther Ehrenberg and family
on the Bar Mitzva of their grandson

Yehuda & Shelley Dayag and family
on the marriage of their son

Zev & Dassy Fuchs and family
on the Bar Mitzva of their grandson

NCSY's  Honor Society
Annual Israel Dessert Reception

at the OU Israel Center
Sunday, February 18th, '18

8:00pm
Honoring our 2018 Israel Awardees

Dvorah & Ben Gasner
See T 1254 for details

or call Ita Rochel (02) 560-9125



OU Israel Center TT 1255    page 70  %  Mikeitz - Chanuka (m) 5778



OU Israel Center TT 1255    page 71  %  Mikeitz - Chanuka (m) 5778




