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Vayakhel 5777 - 'Eart Transplant 
 

 In this week's parsha Moshe offers the Bnai Yisrael the opportunity to donate materials for 

the construction of the Mishkan. In his presentation, he tells them that the donations must come 

from "Kol Nediv Libo" -"Any (one with a) donating heart" (Shemos, 35:5). Rashi explains that the 

donor must give using only the motives of his heart [and not any other motive].  Perhaps we can 

offer another understanding of this phrase Nediv Libo. 

 I have just returned from London having observed the Shiva for my late father Rabbi Philip 

Greenberg hk”m. He was a pulpit Rabbi for many decades in several provincial communities in 

the British Isles. A principled man, who through genuine warmth merited making many people 

more observant. As with most Shivas I heard many stories about him. One particular vignette 

captured my attention, as well as the essence of my father. Fortunately, I was able to track down 

the protagonist involved and to ascertain the veracity of the story. 

 My father drove a Volvo which needed a lot of TLC. For repairs, he used a nearby garage 

owned by a gentile called Tony. Tony is the quintessential Cockney. When I met him he was 

sporting two earrings in his right ear, a cigarette clamped in nicotine-stained fingers, and a pair of 

cheap-looking sunglasses shielding his true expressions.  

 I told him who I was.  

 “Aww, great man your Dad was” he began. And then he told me what I had come to hear. 

 “Some months back I lost me own Dad. A few weeks after, Philip came in to the garage 

and asked to speak to me in private. I took him into the office where he 'anded me an envelope. 'E 

also said that if I ever wanted to talk about my loss or life in general, I could come around to his 

'ouse anytime. That 'and-written letter was so lovely, sharin’ my pain and wishin’ me all the best 

in the future.”  

 That was my father. A nediv libo. He took the time and gave his heart to anyone who 

needed it.  

 And that too, is what Moshe Rabbainu was looking for. Donations that not only came from 

the heart (as Rashi explains), but also donations that came with the heart. After all, “Rachmana 

liba ba’ee” - “The Merciful One wants heart” (Sanhedrin 106b, see Rashi there).  

 Hashem said (Shemos, 25:8) the purpose of the Mishkan is “Veshachanti Besochom” - “So 

I may dwell within them”. The Alshich famously explains that this means “besoch kol echad 

v’echad" - “(that with the Mishkan being the epicenter of the Jewish nation) Hashem will dwell 

within every single Yid.” According to our understanding of nediv libo this makes a lot of sense. 

For attached to each material donation was the heart of the donor. Thus, each part of the Mishkan 

was constructed with the prescribed material plus with Jewish heart.  Hashem when dwelling 

within the Mishkan was therefore simultaneously dwelling besoch kol echad v’echad- within a 

structure made up of our hearts. 

 

Have a great Shabbos, 
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