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  ‘His Keeping of Shabbos’ – שבת משמרתו''  
Before you are two wonderful, amazing stories: 
After Shabbos Kodesh as she was putting away the candlesticks that 
beautified the Shabbos table to their place as she did every week, 
the precious candlesticks fell out of her hand and due to their heavy 
weight, they were completely bent. 
I calmed down and I said that everything is for the best and that 
everything is supervised and precise but she could not forgive 
herself that the precious candlesticks slipped from her hand and 
were damaged. 
On Tuesday I took the candlesticks to a silversmith to fix them and 
return them to their original shape with the help of Hashem. That 
night, Tuesday night scoundrels broke in and robbed everything 
they could find, among the things they took were silverware that 
caught their attention, but the candlesticks which were worth much 
more than all the other silver items they stole, were by the 
silversmith being repaired and were saved from being stolen. 
It was only now that my mind was put at ease about the 
candlesticks and I was happy that they fell from her hand. 
That week we were hosting in Manchester guests from London who 
came to celebrate a family Simcha in our neighborhood. On Friday, 
Erev Shabbos, two sons of the guests joined them to honor 
Shabbos, before Shabbos the guests ‘tasted’ the different food 
prepared for the honor of Shabbos. 
I have a basement in my house where I store among other things, 
wine and expensive liquor and every Friday I bring up what we need 
for Shabbos, and since the boys saw the drinks prepared for 
Shabbos I decided to fulfill the mitzvah of hosting guests and I 
offered them the expensive liquor to taste. They were happy to 
sample it and I saw that I would need to bring up more for Shabbos, 
I sent my son to replace the bottles from the basement. My son 
came up from the basement in a panic and reported that the 
basement was flooded, I went down to see what he was talking 
about and I saw that a pipe had burst. This was already two hours 
before Shabbos and with special Divine Providence I was able to 
reach a plumber who patched the pipe and stopped the flow and 
made up to fully repair it after Shabbos. 
The mitzvah of hosting guests in a generous manner saved me from 
heavy damages since we would not have gone down to the 
basement over Shabbos at all, and even if we had gone down on 
Shabbos there would be nothing that we could have done and now 
in the merit of hosting guests generously the damage was light 
compared to what it could have been. 
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If your brother becomes impoverished – וכי ימוך אחיך 
It is told about the ‘Baal HaTanya’ who went to collect funds for 
an important charity, and when he arrived in a certain city the 
leaders advised him to approach one of the wealthy men of the 
city who was known to be a great miser and whoever asks him for 
a donation receives a rusty penny. Everyone throws the coin back 
at him. And so, the ‘Baal HaTanya’ went to him and he received 
the same measly penny as everyone else, however, as opposed to 
everyone else, the Baal HaTanya took the coin and with a 
beaming smile thanked the man for his donation and even went 
so far as to bless him that he should merit to give much Tzedakah 
[charity] and with these words he turned to go. 
Before the Baal HaTanya could leave his house, the conscience of 
the wealthy man awoke and he thought that it would be fitting to 
give a larger donation and he immediately ran after the Baal 
HaTanya and begged his forgiveness and he donated a much 
larger amount. Again, the Baal HaTanya took the donation and 
thanked him with a beaming smile. Once again, when the Baal 
HaTanya went away a little further the wealthy man though that 
he did not donate enough and he again increased his donation. 
This scenario repeated itself until the wealthy man donated the 
necessary sum. The Baal HaTanya explained that the coin that 
everyone threw back at the man formed another crusty layer to 
the man that he could not overcome, however, when he 
accepted it from him he nullified the encrustation and by doing 
so, opened the heart of the wealthy man to give charity. 
Our parsha states (25:35) ''וכי ימוך אחיך ומטה ידו עמך והחזקת בו  – 
‘If your brother becomes impoverished and his hand falters in 
your proximity, you shall hold onto him’ and the Sifrei Chasidus 
explain: ‘If your brother becomes impoverished’ – if you see your 
brother low, that is, he is on the decline,’ and his hand falters in 
your proximity’ – then you must go down yourself into the slime 
to the level of your friend, ‘you shall hold onto him’ – hold onto 
him in this way. 
How many times have we encountered one of our brothers who 
has fallen (this could also be our chavrusa [study partner] or one 
of our family members and he keeps Torah and mitzvos but he is 
weak in something else) and we very much want to help him, 
here the Torah teaches us, do not begin to reproach him for his 
weakness and his downfall, simply try to go down to his mindset, 
try to understand him, show him that you too are in his low place, 
‘you shall hold onto him’ – in this way encourage him and help 
him get out of his state and lift him up. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Behar  
  

 



 

 

ים לטובהכולם שו  
All are equal for the better 

 

 Behold, Chazal have stated (Sanhedrin 38a) “Adam was created 
on Erev Shabbos [Friday], so that if man’s mind becomes 
arrogant one can say to him, ‘The lowly gnat preceded in the 
creation of the world’” With this statement Chazal reveal to us 
how much HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted the person to lower 
himself before all of creation. Even if man was chosen from all 
creatures it is incumbent on him to know that from the point of 
view of HaKadosh Baruch Hu he is equal to a gnat. And so, as a 
person recognizes his degree of inferiority he equates his view 
with that of his Creator, and incidentally he merits that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu will rest His Shechina within him. However, 
every test of raising one’s esteem and greatness from his part 
has the opposite effect of chas v’shalom removing the Shechina 
from him as Chazal have stated (Sotah 5a) ‘I and he cannot dwell 
together in the world.’ 
These parshiyos that we read this Shabbos show us the extent 
that is fitting for a person to nullify his essence and equate 
himself with the very low creatures. The first mention is in 
Parashas Behar where Israel is warned regarding the mitzvah of 
Shemitah [the Sabbatical year], and in order to fulfill this mitzvah 
the Torah equalized all creatures and commanded the owner of 
the field to not consider himself the owner of the field and it is 
incumbent on him to be equal to lesser individuals as the Torah 
enumerates (25:6) that the person has to divide his produce 
equally with the following: ‘your slave, your maidservant, and 
your hired worker who resides with you’. Even more than this 
the next posuk (25:7) teaches us ‘And for your animal and the 
beast that is in your land shall be all its crop to eat’. Even the 
beast, which is not your responsibility to feed and sustain is the 
same as you are, and as the exposition of Chazal as brought 
down in Rashi: ‘All the while that the beast eats from the field, 
feed your animal from the house. If it has been finished for the 
wild beast from the field, get rid of it for your animal from the 
house., for during the Shemitah year the field returns to its roots 
as the Torah states (25:4)  ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ'

 But on the seventh year a complete rest there‘ – שבת להשם'
shall be for the land, a Shabbos for Hashem’, and since this is so, 
everyone takes hold of it equally, for with respect to Heaven man 
is no greater than the gnat, both were created from earth with 
the expression of Hashem Yisbarach, and since everything are 
Celestial creations they equally merit the gifts of Heaven. 
We again see the point in Parashas Bechukosai in the section of 
Arachin [valuation vows which are determined by the age of the 
person as set by the Torah], and we see there that everyone has 
a set worth based on age, and there is no difference if the person 
is as righteous as Moshe Rabeinu or one who is on a much lower 
level. Every person, no matter what his status is, when he says, ‘I 
am obligating myself to bring my worth’ it is incumbent on him 
to donate his worth to the Sanctuary as stated in the Torah. 
This topic teaches us as well that before Yisbarach there is no 
favoritism and all are equal, all are His creations that He created 
in His image, and no one from the nation has the right to elevate 
himself and consider himself greater than other people, [the 
intent is not chas v’chalila that in truth there are people that are 
more elevated than the rest of the people, nevertheless, the 
Torah wanted to encourage humility and a person should not see 
himself higher than others]. 
The yahrzeit of the exalted Tzaddik Rebbe Shlomo of Zevil ztvk”l falls 
during these days (26 Iyar, the sefira of Yesod shebeYesod). That Tzaddik 
had the appearance and the sign of that previously mentioned, it is not 
possible to describe the trait of humility of that Tzaddik, no aspect of 
honor was tolerated in his four amos, and his entire way of life was     
 
 

done simply and humbly, and even though he was at great heights of 
sanctity, he equated himself with a common person.     
To illustrate what we have been discussing, I will relate a few 
incidents so that you will know how fortuitous it is for a person to 
lower himself and not feel higher than another. 
I heard this story from HaRav HaChassid Rebbe Shimon Hillel 
Schlesinger zt”l, which happened during the terrible World War. This 
period was too difficult to bear even to those living in the Holy Land, 
where almost everyone relied on funds that was sent from overseas 
to Israel. It was self-evident that the situation overseas could not 
maintain this support, and because of this many were literally 
starving. At that time many people living in Yerushalayim sent their 
children to sit in the shadow of HaRav HaTzaddik Rebbe Shlomke 
zy”a, knowing that there he would be concerned about feeding them. 
R’ Shimon Hillel related, ‘Once, I saw them bring bread there, and the 
family argued that the amount brought would barely be enough for 
them, and with this argument they wanted to exempt themselves 
from distributing bread to the others who were hungry and were 
sitting in his partition.’ However, Rebbe Shlomke did not listen to 
their words saying, that since the bread was brought when they were 
other children in the house it was incumbent on all of them to 
distribute the bread equally. That Tzaddik did not find any merit for 
himself to quell the hunger of his family more than the other hungry 
people of Yerushalayim by giving them the bread, and so all the 
pleading of his family did not help them and he distributed the bread 
equally to whoever was there. 
As the actions of that Tzaddik was with people so too, were his 
actions with animals, and he was always concerned that he would not 
cause them distress. I heard from his trusted attendant, Rebbe 
Eliyahu Roth zt”l, that when R’ Shlomke went to bed he always looked 
into a sefer until sleep overcame him, and if after he went to bed he 
realized that he did not have a sefer with him, he would get up 
himself to get a sefer. It once happened that R’ Shlomke called his 
attendant, R’ Eliyahu and asked him to bring a sefer. Since R’ Eliyahu 
knew that this was not the custom of his Rebbe to bother him for 
anything, he understood that this request was in the category of 
‘Torah that needs to be taught’. Since this was so, he brazenly asked, 
‘Why is today different than other days? Why is it that when there is 
no sefer before the Rebbe, he gets it himself without asking for help 
from anyone else, and yet, this time you ask for my help?’ In 
response, HaRav HaKadosh lifted his cover and showed R’ Elya that a 
cat was sleeping under it and he was concerned that he would wake t 
if he got out of the bed, therefore, he had to ask for help from 
someone else… 
Similarly, it is told regarding that Tzaddik that he once set his pure 
table on the night of Shabbos [Friday night] and he asked his 
attendant to stop at the house of the gabbai of Shtieblach in the Bais 
Yisroel neighborhood and to let him know that he locked the shul 
without noticing that a cat was locked in there, and was now in 
distress because it could not get out, therefore, he should go and 
open the door to let the cat out. 
There is no novelty of Ruach HaKodesh [Divine Inspiration] in this 
story in the Bais Midrash of that Tzaddik, because there are many 
similar stories told and verified about him, rather, the main novelty is 
that this Tzaddik was concerned about the distress of animals even on 
this lofty night of Shabbos Kodesh when his pure table was set and he 
was clinging with strength and fortitude to his Creator, even at a time 
like this he equated himself with the lesser animals and he worried 
about them. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we too, should merit humility and 
lowliness, and in this merit, we will merit that the Shechina will reside 
in our midst. 
    


