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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 7:20 
Mincha  
7:00 
Followed by:  
Shir Hashirim  
Arbit 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 8:48 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Halacha shiur  5:20 

Kids Tehilim 5:35 

Mincha 6:35 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 7:38

 Rabbi’s lecture 8:10

 Arbit following lecture

 Rabenu Tam 8:50

Bachurim program 

 Learning 6:05

   Mincha

 Seudat shelishit- Speaker

 Followed by Arbit

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

Every religious Jew has Emunah in Hashem, the Almighty, Creator of the world. 
But there are two aspects to Emunah; one is B’lev, in the heart, and one is 
L’maaseh, actual daily recognition of Hashem. This is called Emunah Sheleimah. 
  
The Pasuk in this week’s Perasha says: When Bnei Yisrael are going to war 
against their enemies, do not fear them. Even though they outnumber you and 
have more military strategy and weapons, do not be afraid because Hashem 
Elokechah is going to war for you. You are not doing the real fighting, it is 
Hashem Who fights from above. Looking through history the Jewish military 
were miniscule, weak and unprepared for war and Hashem defeated all their 
enemies. This fact is not only in warfare, but in every phase of the life of a Jew. 
The Emunah Sheleimah is that there is nothing impossible or improbable for 
Hashem to do at any given time. Even though we cannot rely on miracles, but 
relying on Hashem in any given situation or crisis, is not a miracle, that is 
Emunah. No one is deserving of miracles, and we do not expect miracles to 
happen, but Emunah is a complete belief that Hashem can do anything at 
anytime whether we deserve it or not. One does his part to succeed or accomplish 
in this world, but everything depends on Hashem. Success is not due to our 
efforts or wisdom, as the Pasuk says – Hashem makes the poor and makes the 
rich. Our Emunah is that Hashem is going to take care of me according to His 
will and His will is only to benefit me in every situation. Hashem told Sarah, 
 Is there anything beyond the scope of Hashem? This is My“ – היפלא מה' דבר
world, I made it and I control it. Nature is in My Hands and the barren will 
conceive when I will it. All I want from you is to trust in Me, knowing what is 
best for you, and not what you think is best for yourself.” Hashem says, “Don’t 
you see how I am caring for every  living being and all of the worlds above and 
below? Even in the darkest moments, I am there and watching over you.” As 
Dovid Melech Yisroel said: גם כי אלך בגיא צלמות לא אירא רע כי אתה עמדי – Even 
when death seems inevitable You are there to save me. As the Rabbis teach us 
even if the killer’s sword is on your neck, do not give up hope and pray to Me for 
salvation. True Emunah is that I know that everything is being conducted by 
Hashem the good and the bad, and it is all for my good. 
  
Habakuk the Navi said a righteous person lives by Emunah. What does that 
mean? This means that he is never afraid of anyone or any danger or what will 
happen next. I am in the hands of my Creator and He guides me through life. 

PERASHAT SHOFETIM / פרשת שופטים 
PERASHA INSIGHTS
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Life in the Russian army was difficult for the young bochur. He was surrounded 
by anti Semitic soldiers, forced to work on Shabbos, and was denied learning in 
his beloved yeshiva. He accepted his fate, but was determined to keep the 
mitzvos to the best of his ability. In keeping with this undertaking, the bochur, 
required to work on Shabbos,  decided to do the minimal amount required. One 
time, when posted as a guard on a very frigid Friday night, the bochur chose to 
remain without a coat rather than remove the one that had been hanging on a 
tree (which was left for him by the previous officer that was posted at that 
station) as this would have necessitated his desecrating the holy Shabbos. 
On another occasion, on Shabbos, the bochur was required to hit a certain target 
with his rifle. He calculated that doing this in an indirect manner (with a 
shinuy) would involve the least chillul Shabbos. A fellow yid argued that 
perhaps this would necessitate firing the rifle more than once, whereas shooting 
properly without a shinuy would hit on the first shot and therefore would be 
preferable. The bochur went with his original calculation, and shocked his 

fellow soldiers when he hit the target, dead-center, on his first shot, while holding the rifle upside down! 
Another time the bochur was punished severely when refusing to perform a forbidden activity on Shabbos. 
The price he paid was steep indeed, as he was made to run through 2 lines of soldiers on either side while 
being beaten throughout. When he reached the end of the line he collapsed, and was filled with incredible 
happiness at having had the zchus of being beaten to preserve the sanctity of Shabbos. 
The bochur was eventually released from army service after experiencing incredible siyata dishmaya in 
making a tremendous Kiddush Hashem. He went on to become the great Steipler Gaon, Rav Yaakov Yisroel 
Kanievsky zt”l who lit up the world with his Torah and continued to sanctify Hashem’s name throughout his 
life.  

There is no such thing as, only the religious have Hashem on their side. This is false, Hashem is everywhere and watches 
and cares for all. He rewards and punishes according to His will, which is true and just. What is there to fear, going to war 
against any enemy, as Hashem runs the world. There are no statistics when it comes to Bnei Yisroel. We are עם קדוש, 
above the criteria of world conscience. We are guided only by Misvot and Aveirot. Realizing that we are in good hands, 
our Aba Shabashamayim, Who loves, cares and only does for our best, puts one’s mind at ease and gives him confidence 
that he has nothing to fear. 
  
The older Rebbi from Lubavitch, Reb Zalman M’Liadi, was once taken in to be interrogated by the Russian police. He 
was asked, “What is your profession?” He answered, “I teach the laws of Hashem.” (which was illegal) The police chief 
said to him, “You see this gun in my hand, who could stop me from killing you with all of your trust in Your Hashem?” 
The Rebbi answered, “You people are afraid of death because you have only one world to live in, after that it’s all over. 
We know that after death we will enjoy endless bliss, so you can only take me away from this world but not from 
Hashem.” He released him afterwards. The Rebbe not only made a tremendous Kiddush Hashem with his actions, but 
through his Emunah Shelemah and Bitachon in Hashem he actually avoided certain death. Let us all learn to practically 
put ourselves in Hashem's hands, and allow Him to watch over us and guide us with His special protection. 

Shabbat Shalom  
Rabbi Ezra Zafrani

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 
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What do you think of when you see a plant, tree or vegetation? Our world is blanketed with them; have you ever stopped to 
think about their function in the world?  
The Creator has filled this world with endless creations for us to study in order to know Him and His kindness. Take a tree for 
instance. Aside for its ability to provide shade and shelter, a tree is a power plant!  Its leaves are like solar panels taking in the 
sun’s rays and energy & transforming it into food, clothes & many other commodities that we depend on. Imagine giant 

factories that are running by themselves, they just need exposure to sunlight, air & 
water! 

Trees are amazing! They provide beauty, shade, oxygen, clean air and water, fruit, 
nuts and wood products such as paper, furniture and housing. These benefits are well 
known. But did you know that literally thousands of products are made from trees? 
Many are surprising! From medicine to film in your camera, forest products are all 
around us.  

When trees are used to make lumber and plywood, there are leftover chips, and bark 
sawdust. The chips and sawdust are made into wood pulp for paper and other 
products. (Not too long ago, those leftovers would have been burned as waste.) Bark 
is used for landscaping, and to generate electricity for paper and lumber mills. 
Modern forest products operations are very efficient at using every part of a tree. 
Nothing is wasted.  

Wood is made of tiny fibers (cellulose) and the natural glue that holds them together (lignin). When wood is turned into pulp 
for paper, heat and chemicals dissolve the lignin and release the cellulose fibers. Byproducts of this process are used in asphalt, 
paint, chewing gum, and detergents. 
Cellulose is a principle part of melamine dinnerware, toilet seats, tool handles and cellophane. It is also used to produce 
helmets, toothbrushes and electrical outlets.  
Other refined cellulose products include rayon fabric, and nitrocellulose which is used to make nail polish, solid rocket fuel and 
industrial explosives.  

Wood pulp are used for many different things, ranging from cleaning compounds, deodorants and hair spray, to artificial vanilla 
flavoring, medicines and cosmetics.  
Torula yeast, produced from wood sugars separated in the pulping process, is a high-protein product used in baby foods, 
cereals, pet foods and baked goods.  
Silvichemicals (chemicals from trees) are so much a part of our civilization that we take them for granted. But they wouldn't 
exist without wood and wood products. We can list hundreds of products we get from trees. Trees are truly a miracle resource!  
If that's not enough, they open up new factories on their own! 
Trees are naturally produced from seeds, which are created from mature trees. Most sugar maple trees need 30 years of healthy 
growing before they reach maturity. 
In sugar maples and many other trees, pollen from the male reproductive organs of a "father" tree fertilize the ovule, or female 
reproductive organ, of the "mother" tree. 
The fruit and nut trees come with seeds that produce new entire factories by just throwing them on the ground! Each seed can 
produce an entire planet full of trees! 

With all of the inventions and advancements in science, scientists cannot convert energy into matter. However, Hashem has 
placed this ability into all vegetation in this world! 

So let’s take advantage of this great opportunity each and every time we pass a plant, tree or any vegetation, to appreciate this 
wonderful creation and thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu for this great world that he made just for us! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

HASHEM’S AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 
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Weekly Halacot - הלכה למעשה

THE LAWS OF TZEDAKA  (part 3)

How to give Tzedaka  

Tzedaka is a misvah from the Torah; therefore one 
should stand while performing this misvah. 
However if one gave Tzedaka while sitting he has 
nonetheless fulfilled the misvah.  

As when performing all misvot, Tzedaka should be 
given using ones right hand. However if one gave 
using his left hand he has fulfilled the misvah. 
  
One should give the Tzedaka with a pleasant 
countenance; he should smile and give the receiver 
words of encouragement and hope.  

If one gave Tzedaka with a sour face, many hold 
that he has not fulfilled the misvah, additionally he 
has transgressed the pasuk (Devarim, 15,10) “You 
should not feel bad in your heart when giving him”.  
As when performing all misvot, one should not do 
so for his honor and grandeur, rather the misvah 
should be done in order to carry out the will of his 
Creator. However in many instances it is proper to 
have one’s name announced or inscribed if it will 
motivate others or even the giver himself to do the 
misvah.  

Although there is certainly a motive of being 
merciful and feeling pity when giving Tzedaka, 
again, one should keep in mind that he is doing the 
misvah because it is a Torah ordinance and to 
emulate his Creator.  

The Rambam explains that each act of Tzedaka 
regardless is a misvah and trains  
the individual to be a giver therefore one should 
give Tzedaka throughout the year rather than giving 
once or twice a year. Additionally, if someone is 
giving $1000 dollars to an institution if he breaks it 
up it to payments he would receive a misvah each 
act of giving, however if the money is needed  
immediately he should give the full amount in a 
lump sum.  

Levels of Tzedaka  

There are different levels of doing Tzedaka; we shall 
list them in order of  
preference:  

1. Financially stabilizing someone by finding or 
giving  him a job that will allow him to support 
himself and his family with dignity.  
In the case of a torah scholar, this can be achieved 
by setting up a yissacar zevulun agreement, where 
the torah scholar agrees to learn as a partnership 
with someone who will support him and his family. 
One who does this, aside from the merit of Tzedaka, 
is granted the knowledge of this torah study in the 
world to come.  

2. Giving an (interest free) loan to be repaid when 
he is financially stabilized. This too, gives the 
recipient a sense of dignity because he feels that he 
will repay the loan in the future.  

3. Matana beseter, giving Tzedaka via a third party 
so that the giver does not know to whom he is 
giving, and the recipient does not know from whom 
he is receiving. This too preserves the dignity of the 
receiver.  

4. In this instance the giver knows to whom he is 
giving, however the receiver does not know who has 
given the money.  

5. The reverse, the poor person knows the source of 
the Tzedaka, however the giver does not know to 
whom he is giving.  

6. Giving Tzedaka to a needy person before he asks.  

7. Giving Tzedaka properly according to the 
recipient’s needs, after being asked.  

8. Giving properly, however less than he needs.  

9. Giving begrudgingly according to some is still a 
low level of Tzedaka. 


