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P eople have several
misconceptions when they find

themselves confronted with ayetzer
hara. Among their false impressions

are the following thoughts:

1) Tzaddikim are free from these
challenges

2) If the yetzer harais seducing me
to lowly deeds, I must be on a very

low level

3) The tests are too difficult for me.
It is impossible for me to pass them.

But all of these are misconceptions.

MisconceptionMisconceptionMisconceptionMisconception #1:#1:#1:#1:

"Tzaddikim are free from these
challenges."

The Torah tells us about the birth of
Yaakov and Eisav. "The first one
came out, totally red. His [thick] hair
was like a coat. Everyone called him
Eisav. Then his brother emerged. He
was holding onto Eisav's heel.
[Hakadosh Baruch Hu] called him
Yaakov." (25:25-26) (Yaakov is from
the wordekev, which means heel).

When Rivkah was pregnant with
them, Rashi writes, "When she passed
the [beis medresh] of Shem and Ever,
Yaakov tried to come out. When she
passed the places of avodah zorah,

Eisav tried to come out."

The Yismach Moshe asks:

(1) What is significant about
Yaakov's holdingonto Eisav's heel,
that Hashem named Yaakov for this

episode?

(2) How can we consider Eisav
guilty for his deeds, if even before
he was born, he had a tendency to
do bad? Eisav was evil through and
through, since even before his birth,
he sought sin and idol worship. How
then, can we consider him

accountable for his bad deeds?

The Yismach Moshe answers that
before their birth, Yaakov was
perfectly good and Eisav was
completely bad. At the moment of
the birth, a momentous change
occurred: When Yaakov held Eisav's
heel, they transferred aspects of their
nature to each other. Yaakov
received a dose of Eisav's badness,
and Eisav got a segment of Yaakov's
goodness. Now Eisav can be held
responsible for his deeds, because he
has goodness in him. If he desires
to, he can focus on his good and

become righteous.

We also understand why Hashem
named Yaakov for this episode,
when Yaakov held onto Eisav's heel.
At this time, Yaakov received his
yetzer hara, and this is something
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very precious to Hashem. Because it
isn't as people think, that theyetzer
hara is negative. Without theyetzer
hara, life wouldn’t have a purpose.TorahWellsprings- Toldos

Hashem has innumerous angels in
heaven who serve Him far better than
humans do, but they aren't the
purpose of creation. The sun, the
moon, and the entire world do
Hashem's will perfectly, but they too
aren't the purpose. Hashem created
the world for human beings who are
challenged by the yetzer hara,
because Hashem has pleasure when
people overcome theyetzer harato
serve Him. Yaakov's grabbing onto
Eisav's heel was therefore significant.
It was the moment Yaakov Avinu
received hisyetzer hara, and now he
is able to serve Hashem in a unique
way, and create anachas ruach

(pleasure) for Hashem.

The misconception that "Tzaddikim
are free from these challenges," is an
error. Even great tzaddikim have a
yetzer hara. Without theyetzer hara,
there is no challenge, no test, and
ultimately no purpose in avodas

Hashem.

Later in theparashah, we read about
the brachos that Yitzchak gave his
children. What was unique about
these brachos? The Yismach Moshe
explains that the brachos empowers
the receiver with strength to

overcome theyetzer hara. At first,
Yitzchak wanted to bless Eisav,
because he knew that Eisav needed
it, since he was an "ish yodeia
tzayid, ish sadeh— a hunter who
spent his day in the fields" (25:27).
Yaakov, on the other hand, was an
"ish tam, yosheiv ohalim— a
righteous person who dwells in the
tents of Torah," and therefore
Yitzchak thought that he doesn’t

need the brachos.

But with wisdom, Yaakov said to his
father, "anochi Esav bechorecha—
I am Eisav, your first born" (27:19).
The Yismach Moshe explains that
Yaakov was saying, "Father, I also
have an aspect of Eisav in me. It
isn't as you think that avodas
Hashem is easy for me, that I don’t
have any temptations. I also struggle
with the yetzer hara. It is a great
struggle for me as well, and
therefore I also need your brachos."

Yitzchak acknowledged what his son
told him. He said, "Hakol kol Yaakov
— the voice is of Yaakov, learning

Torah and praying, however,

vehayadayim yedei Esav— the
hands are of Eisav." When Yaakov's
hand grabbed Eisav's heel (as it says,
"veyado achezes be'akev Eisav—
[Yaakov] hand held onto Eisav's
heel") he thereby received ayetzer
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hara, and therefore he too needed
the blessings.1111

Therefore, one should not despair
when he is confronted by theyetzer
hara, because everyone has ayetzer

hara. Having a yetzer hara isn't a
disgrace; it is a sign that Hashem
wants us and our avodas Hashem.2222

If we would have the correct view,
we would know that it is a disgrace

1. Eisav shouted, "hachi kara shmo Yaakov vayakveini zeh pamayim — perhaps
this is the reason he is called Yaakov, because he tricked me twice" (27:36).

Yitzchak asked him, "What did he do to you?"
"He took away my firstborn-rights (bechorah)."
Yitzchak said, "I was worried and afraid that I gave the brachah to the wrong son.
But now that I blessed the firstborn, gam baruch yehiyeh — the blessings [that I
gave him] should transpire."
The simple explanation is that Yitzchak wanted to bless the firstborn, and therefore
he was worried when he discovered that he blessed his second son, Yaakov. He
was consoled when he heard that Yaakov bought the rights of the firstborn from
Eisav, and that he blessed the true bechor.
We can also explain that when Yitzchak heard that Yaakov tricked Eisav and stole
the brachos away from him, he realized that Yaakov is also capable of trickery and
deceit, that he also has a yetzer hara. When Yitzchak heard Eisav say, "He tricked
me twice," he was consoled that he had given the brachos to someone who
needed them.
2. The Gemara teaches that when someone is chayav skilah (a form of death

penalty from beis din) he is thrown off a two story building to his death. The
Gemara asks, why does he need to be thrown off a two-story building? Even ten
tefachim is a sufficient to cause death (we learn this from the laws regarding a pit).
The Gemara answers, "ve'ahvta lereiacha kamocha — you shall love your friend
like yourself," so we choose the easiest and quickest death. A person can die by
falling off a smaller height, but it will be more painful and it will take longer.
Therefore, a two story high building is the preferred way to induce the death.
The Yerushalmi gives another answer. The Yerushalmi says that ten tefachim
causes death when one falls unexpectedly into a pit. However, when one is
prepared for his fall, ten tefachim will not execute him. This is the reason a person
in death row was thrown off a two story structure.
We learn from this Yerushalmi that when one is prepared for his fall, he will brace
against the fall. Being prepared for injury helps him survive. But if one doesn't expect
to fall and be tested, then he is startled, and even a small fall can be fatal. Therefore,
it is very helpful when one knows that he is being tested by the yetzer hara.
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to say about someone that hedoesn’t
have a yetzer hara, because this
ultimately means that he doesn’t

have a purpose in the world.

Hashem only places His name over
the tzaddikim who aren't living
anymore. (This is the reason it only
saysElokei Avraham— the G-d of
Avraham, after Avraham's demise.)
Hashem doesn’t want to place His
holy name over someone who is still
alive, because as long as one lives,
he is being tested and there is no
guarantee that he will remain

righteous in the future.

There is one exception. Hashem
called Himself Elokei Yitzchak(the
G-d of Yitzchak) even when
Yitzchak was still living (see 28:13).

Rashi explains, "We don’t find
Hashem calling His name over
tzaddikim who are still alive… This
time, Hashem put His name on

Yitzchak because Yitzchak was
blind and was staying home. He was
like the dead and theyetzer harahad

left him".

Yaakov, however, didn’t want to say
"Elokei Yitzchak." Instead, he said,
Pachad Yitzchak(31:42, see Rashi
there). The Divrei David (Taz)
explains that it would be improper
for Yaakov (who was Yitzchak's
son) to say,Elokei Yitzchak. Elokei
Yitzchakimplies that his father isn't
being tested anymore. It is
tantamount to saying that his father
doesn’t have a purpose in life, and a
son mustn’t say this about his father.

People are embarrassed when they see
that they do have ayetzer hara. They
think that it isn't fitting for them, since
they consider themselves to be special
servants of Hashem. However, they
should truly be embarrassed if they

wouldn't have temptations.3333

3. Yaakov and Eisav were born from the same father and mother and at the same
time (since they were twins). The Ritvah explains that this is to show us that

it is all up to each person's free will. Because it often happens that when one sees
a tzaddik, he calms his conscience by saying, "Of course he is better than me. He
has better parents! If I had parents like him, I would also be so good." Even two
brothers born from the same parents, can't claim that he failed in avodas Hashem
because, "My brother was born by a better mazal than I! It isn't my fault." Yaakov
and Eisav had the same parents and were born in the same mazal (since they
were born at the same time). We know that it is the choices that one makes in
life, which makes the difference.
Their names express the fundamental difference between them. Eisav is from the
word asei, to do. It expresses impulsiveness. Yaakov (heel) represents the people
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MisconceptionMisconceptionMisconceptionMisconception #2#2#2#2

"If the yetzer haracan seduce me to
lowly deeds, I must be on a very

low level."

This is a misconception, because the
yetzer haracan seduce any person to
commit all types of sins, and it
doesn’t mean that he is on a low level.
It means that Hashem has pleasure
from him, when he overcomes his

yetzer harato serve Him.

Someone once came to the Baal
Shem Tov, complaining that he
doesn’t haveparnassah. The Baal
Shem Tov told him, "You should
invest in the first business
opportunity that comes your way

and you will succeed."

This Yid had one hundred rubles. He
came to a hotel, and asked how much
a night’s stay costs. The price was one
hundred rubles. He realized that if he
will pay, he wouldn’t have money left
over for the investment that the Baal

Shem Tov advised him to make, so
that night he slept in the inn’s
restaurant, seated by one of the tables.

A group of rowdy people came in;
their loud laughter woke him up. He
heard one of them say, "If someone
would offer me a hundred ruble for
my Olam HaBa, I would gladly sell it
to him, because it isn't worth much,”
and all his friends laughed heartily.

The Yid thought,the Baal Shem Tov
told me to invest in the first
opportunity that comes my way.

Perhaps his intention was this?

He got up, and said, “I want to buy
your Olam HaBa. Are you serious
that you want to sell it?”
“By all means," the man replied, and
his friends laughed with him.
“Are you willing to write up ashtar
[document]?”
The man agreed. On a piece of
paper, he wrote that he is selling his
Olam HaBa for one hundred rubles,

and the transaction was finalized.

who think about what will be at the end of our lives. Eisav focused on the present,
and therefore he ended up the way he did. Yaakov remembered that there is an
Olam HaBa, a future world, and this brought him to his high levels.
The Midrash teaches that Avraham and his adversary Nimrod, died on the same
day. This also occurred to Yaakov and Eisav and to Moshe and Bilaam. The day
that the tzaddik died, his polar opposite died as well. What does this signify?
The Beis Yisrael zy'a explains that Hashem created the bad to test the good.
Nimrod was there to disturb Avraham, Eisav was brought down to the world to
challenge Yaakov, and Bilam countered Moshe Rabbeinu. When the tzaddik leaves
this world, there is no longer a need for his adversary to be there too.
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Later that night, this rowdy man
returned home, and told his wife
everything that occurred to him
throughout the day. He also told her
how he sold his Olam HaBa for one
hundred rubles to a poor Yid, who
was sleeping at a table in the inn. He
laughed as he spoke, thinking that
his wife would also find this story

humorous, but she was outraged.

“You sold your Olam HaBa for one
hundred rubles?” she was
incredulous. “I don’t want to be
married to someone who doesn’t
have Olam HaBa. Get yourshtar
back, otherwise, I'm leaving.”
The man knew that she was serious,
so he returned to the Yid, explained
his predicament, and requested that

he return theshtar.

The Yid replied, “I’m sorry, but a
deal is a deal. I bought your Olam
HaBa, and I'm not planning on

selling it.”

"I'll give your more money. I will
pay two hundred ruble…"

But the Yid refused.

"I'll pay five hundred… a
thousand…" but the buyer
repeatedly said, "I buy Olam HaBa,

I don’t sell it."

Finally, the man said, “How much do
you reckon my Olam HaBa is worth?”

“According to my opinion, your

Olam HaBa is worth 250,000 ruble.”

The man knew that he didn’t have a
choice. The only way he could save
his marriage was by selling his
possessions until he had enough

money.

The Yid, now turned wealthy,
returned to the Baal Shem Tov and
confessed that he feared that he dealt
dishonestly. Because if the man’s
Olam HaBa was truly worth
250,000, why did he originally buy
it for only one hundred rubles for it?
And if it really was worth one
hundred rubles, why did he sell it for

250,000 rubles?

The Baal Shem Tov explained, “At
first, his Olam HaBa was worth only
one hundred rubles, later it was worth
250,000. Because the value of one's
Olam Haba is in accordance to how
people value it. In the beginning, he
didn’t value his Olam Haba, and
therefore it wasn’t worth much.
Later, when he attached importance

to it, it was worth far more.”

This story is related to our parashah,
because Eisav sold hisbechorahfor
nezid adashim (a bowl of red
lentils). In his eyes, that was its
value. But Yaakov understood its

true worth.

Let us think some more about this
story; why did this man not
appreciate his Olam HaBa? Why did
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he think, at the onset, that it was
worth a hundred rubles? It is possible
that he had the misconception that
we are discussing. Theyetzer hara
was burning inside him, and he
thought that this indicates that he is
on a very low level. His low
self-esteem eventually brought him
to sin, rachmana litzlan. But if he
would have known that everyone has
a yetzer hara, and that theyetzer
hara seduces a person to all types of
sins, he would have viewed himself

differently.

This is a message that everyone
should know. We must not interpret
temptations as a sign that Hashem
doesn’t want our service, or that we
are on a low level. On the contrary,
they are a sign that Hashem is
awaiting for us to overcome the

yetzer harato serve Him.

MisconceptionMisconceptionMisconceptionMisconception #3#3#3#3

"The tests are too difficult for me. It
is impossible for me to pass them."

This notion is also a misconception,
because the rule is that Hashem
doesn’t test a person beyond his
abilities. When a person has a test,
it means that he has the powers to

pass it.

This is logical, because why should
Heaven test us, if it is beyond our
capabilities? Compare this,lehavdil
to, a teacher in a school. It would be

ridiculous if the teacher of
elementary students would test his
students on a college level. So too,
Hashem certainly doesn’t test us
beyond our capabilities. We always
have the option and the ability to
overcome the challenges, if we

desire to do so.

A student of Rebbe Zusha of Anipoli
zy"a received a letter that he must
return home, because his mother
died. This student broke down and
cried heart-rending tears. He was
totally broken. Rebbe Zusha told
him, "Don't worry. You don’t need
to go home. Your mother is still
alive. This letter is a mistake."
The student believed his rebbe, and
remained in yeshiva. Sometime later,
the student received another letter. It
said that his mother passed away,
and he should go home for the
levayah. He cried, of course, but
Rebbe Zusha saw that he wasn't
shattered like he was the first time.
Rebbe Zusha told him, "This time, it

is true. You should go home."

He went home, and saw that it was
as Rebbe Zusha had said. Rebbe
Zusha explained, "It wasn'truach
hakadosh. Hashem doesn’t test a
person beyond his abilities. The first
time you were summoned home, you
were totally devastated, so I knew
that it couldn't be true. You wouldn’t
be tested, if you can't handle it. But
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the second time, I saw that you were
handling it well. That's why I knew

it was true."

A similar story happened to a
chassid of Rebbe Yisrael of Stolin
zy"a. He invested a lot of money in
a shipment of merchandise. As he
was waiting for the cargo to arrive,
he received a telegram stating that
the ship sunk and all the
merchandise was lost. The man was
devastated, and he even fainted. The
rebbe comforted him, "You have
nothing to worry about. It was
another ship that sank."
And it was exactly so. The rebbe
explained that when he saw how his
chassid was devastated, he knew that
it most probably is a false rumor.
Hashem doesn’t test people beyond

their abilities.

Reb Yehoshua ben Chananya knew
how to answer questions posed by
the apikorsim (heretics). This was
important, because it prevented other
good Yidden from being influenced
by the heretics. When he was on his
death bed, his students asked him,
"What will be now? Who will refute

the apikorsim?"

He replied, "avdah eitzah mibanim
nisrachah chachmasam— when the

Jewish people lose their counsel,
their wisdom becomes spoiled"

(Chagigah 5).

Reb Yehoshua ben Chananya told
them that after his demise, their
questions wouldn’t be so difficult
anymore. Because the questions they
asked on our faith were always in
proportion to what thechachamim
can answer. This is because tests and
challenges are always in proportion

to people's abilities.4444

The Vilna Gaon writes, "It isnikar
niflaos haborah (it is vividly clear
the wonders of the Creator) how He
holds onto theyetzer harawith iron
chains, not letting him test anyone

beyond their abilities."

Many people can testify to this
miracle. The yetzer hara has the
power to set up various degrees of
tests. He can give weak tests or very
difficult ones. People are amazed at
how their yetzer hara is perfectly
suited for their personal level. Any
stronger, it would be unbearable, any
less, would be too easy. Recognizing
this should give us the stamina that

we need to pass all our tests.

However, there are times when
people have tests that seem beyond
them, and they don’t see any way

4. This is also alluded to in the Hagadah Shel Pesach, "The chacham, the rasha,
the tam and the she'eino yodeia lishol." When there are chachamim in the
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that they can overcome their
challenges. They try, they even try
very hard, but they find themselves
facing a brick wall; they are unable
to overcome theiryetzer hara. How
should we explain this? What
happened to the principle that tests
are always in proportion to our
abilities? Does it mean that they
really can pass the tests, if they

would only try harder?

To answer this question, we will
relate the renowned story, of how
Reb Eizel Charif zt"l found a

shidduchfor his daughter:

Reb Eizel Charif came to a yeshiva
where there were three hundred
bachurim, and asked them a very
difficult question. He said, "The
bachurwho knows the answer to this
question can marry my daughter."

A rischa de'oraysa(a fiery surge in
Torah study) started, because all the
bachurimdesired to have this Torah
giant as their father-in-law. In the
meanwhile, Reb Eizel Charif sat in
a side room, waiting for the
bachurim to resolve the question.
When abachur thought he had the
right answer, he would go to Reb
Eizel Charif's room and tell him. But

each time, Reb Eizel showed him
that the answer isn't valid.

After waiting some time, and none
of the bachurim came up with the
correct answer, Reb Eizel Charif
decided that it was time for him to
move on. He didn’t find ashidduch

for his daughter.

Reb Eizel Charif was already sitting
in the coach, when he saw abachur
from the yeshiva running after his
wagon. "Oh? So you've found the
answer to the question?"
"No. I don’t know the answer, and
therefore, I don't merit marrying
your daughter. But I came anyway,
because I want to hear the correct
answer."
Reb Eizel Charif exclaimed, "You
are the bachur I was looking for!
You will become my son-in-law."

When Reb Eizel Charif posed his
question, he knew that none of the
bachurim will know the correct
answer. His primary goal wasn’t to
find a bachurwho knows the answer
to his question, rather to find the
bachur who truly desires to know
Torah. Thisbachur passed the test.

With this story, we can explain why
sometimes we are confronted with

world, opposing them will be resha'im. But when the best scholar is only on the
level of a tam (simpleton) then he will not have great opposition. Opposing him will
only be she'eino yodeia lishol (someone who doesn’t know how to ask questions).



10101010 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- ToldosToldosToldosToldos

tests, which seem beyond our
abilities. It only appears beyond our
strengths, because we aren't aware of
what the test actually is. Sometimes,
the test isn't to succeed and
overcome theyetzer hara. At times,
the test is to discern how dear and
importantavodasHashem is for us.

Hashem wants to see how much it
bothers us that we aren't serving
Him properly. He wants to count
how many times we cry out and
pray to Hashem, "hashiveinu
Hashem eleicha venashuvah—
return us to You, Hashem, so we
will return…" Those who try their
best passed the test, even if they
didn’t succeed to keep the Torah
perfectly yet. And when one
continuously strives and prays, in the
end, he will succeed. He will
eventually overcome theyetzer hara

and do as the Torah commands.

It is important that a person not fool
himself. He shouldn’t excuse himself
by saying, I just can't. This is
beyond me, because often he can
succeed, if he would only try harder.

A chassid of Rebbe Chaim of Tzanz
zy"a came to his great rebbe for
Yom Kippur. Around Ne'ilah time,

he became extremely weak, so he
asked the beis din whether he was
permitted to eat. The beis din told
him that he should eat, with shiurim.
This means, he should eat small
portions of food. He ate and drank as
the beis din advised him, but he was
still felt weak, and feared that his life
was in danger. The beis din told him,
"You may eat and drink regularly."

At that moment, the Tzanzer Rebbe
came in, and heard their
conversation. The Tzanzer Rebbe
added, "And for every cup that you
drink, you will afterwards give us
one hundredreinish (a very large
sum of money). This man was
wealthy, but he was also a miser. It
was very hard for him to part with
his money. He told the beis din, "I
am feeling better, already. I can

manage without eating."

This story reminds us that whenever
we claim that we can't pass a test, we
should ask, "If someone would offer
me one hundredreinish to pass this
test, would I also claim that it is
impossible for me to pass? Often,
when one places matters in this
perspective, he realizes that he can do
a lot more, than he thought he can.5555

5. An elderly person asked Rebbe Ahron of Belz zy"a whether he may say
Shemonah Esrei while sitting down. Rebbe Ahron told him, "According to

halachah, it is permitted. But my father, Rebbe Yissacher Dov, would say, 'It isn't
good for a person to give in."
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This isn't only hypothetical. Rebbe
Yehoshua of Belz zy"a asked, why is
fearing Hashem called yiras
shamayim? Shamayimalso mean
hashpa'os(bounty). Yiras shamayim
therefore means that one should be
afraid to sin, lest the sins will cause
Hashem's bounty not to come down
to us. Because Hashem gives us a lot
of good (consider wealth, parnassah,
health, nachas, etc.). When theyetzer
hara arouses a person to sin, he

should think,who knows if this won't
thwart Hashem's blessings from
coming down to me? Who knows
how much goodness I will lose out, if
I give into temptation and sin?With
this thought, one garnishes strength

to overcome theyetzer hara. 6666

HumiliationHumiliationHumiliationHumiliation andandandand HardshipsHardshipsHardshipsHardships

Let us remember how Yaakov
received the brachos:

Yitzchak said to Eisav, "Sharpen

When we are confronted with tests, we shouldn’t immediately consider success to
be impossible. We can pass many tests, if we truly set our heart and mind to do so.
6. A very wealthy man from Antwerp told me that whenever he sees yeshiva

students and kollel yungerleit, he is jealous of them. He sees that they have
a vivacious life, always delving into the sweet Torah, learning one sugya (topic)
after the next, while his life surrounds money, and doesn’t seem to have any
purpose. He told me that he has good children, but he still feels a spiritual lack,
that doesn’t exist by the bnei Torah.
In the Chasam Sofer's time, there was a wealthy person who committed suicide. In his
last note, he wrote, "I have everything good in my life; I have wealth, health, and all my
hearts desires. I am not lacking anything, and that's why I'm committing suicide."
The Chasam Sofer explained that a person needs challenges in his life; otherwise,
his life is purposeless. This is the reason Eisav was blessed, "al charbecha tichyeh
— you will live by your sword." When one doesn’t have Torah, he needs challenges
to give his life purpose. The issues, which they must resolve, give them a reason
to wake up in the morning.
In contrast, the Chasam Sofer writes, when one lives a life of Torah, he always
feels fulfilled. That is the reason the Torah writes, "venasati shalom ba'aretz — I
will put peace in the land" (Vayikra 26:6). There can be tranquility, people can be
freed from all problems, and their life will still be filled with purpose, because they
are occupied and find contentment in Torah and mitzvos.
The Avodas Pnim zy"a teaches that Avraham represents emunah and Yitzchak
represents joy. True emunah should lead to joy. This is the meaning of the verse,
"Avraham holid es Yitzchak — Avraham (emunah) gives birth to Yitzchak
(happiness)." Because when one believes that everything is for the good, he will
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your knife and bow, go to the field,
hunt for me, and make for me the
good tasting foods like I like them…
so my soul will bless you before I

die." (27:4).

"…Rivkah said to Yaakov… 'I heard
your father speaking with
Eisav…Now my son, listen to me…
Go to the sheep and take… two
good goats, and I will prepare them
tastily for your father, as he likes
them. Bring it to your father and he
will eat them, so he will bless you,

before his death."

"Yaakov said to Rivkah his mother,
'Eisav… is hairy, and I am smooth.
What will happen if my father

touches me?..."

"… Rivkah took the clean clothes of
Eisav… and she dressed them on
Yaakov… And she wrapped the goat
skins on [Yaakov's] hands and on

his smooth neck…

"[Yaakov] came to his father… and
said, "I am Eisav your first born. I did
what you requested. Please sit and

eat… so your soul will bless me."

The Midrash says, that when Yaakov
went in to his father, carrying the
foods, "he was bent over, crying,
and his heart was melting like wax."

The Kozhiglover Rav zt"l in his
sefer, Eretz Tzvi, explains how

humiliating it must have been for
Yaakov Avinu, when he needed to
dress up like Eisav in order to

receive the brachos.

Yaakov knew the greatness of his
father, and he realized that if
Yitzchak prefers Eisav over him, it
apparently has significance. How
devastating it must have been for
him, and how belittling, to feel
second class in comparison to Eisav.
Yaakov was studying and praying in
the beis midrash, yet Yitzchak

seemed to like Eisav more.

The Kozhiglover Rav zt"l explains
that it was these humble feelings that
made Yaakov fitting to receive the
brachos. Because there is a principle:
Hashem bestows His blessings on
the humble. The situation humbled
Yaakov, and this made him fitting to

receive the brachos.

Yitzchak blessed Yaakov,
"arareicha arur umevaracheicha
baruch — those who curse you
should be cursed, those who bless

you should be blessed" (27:29).

Notice, that Yitzchak first mentions
the curses and then the blessings.
Rashi writes, "Tzaddikim first
endureyesurim(pain) and then they
have shalvah (relief). First people
curse them, and later people bless
them." The hardships and the curses



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- ToldosToldosToldosToldos 13131313

make a man humble, and this makes
them prepared to receive Hashem's
salvation and blessings. Therefore,
we must know that whenever we are
going through hard, humbling times
that this is often the precursor for

better experiences.7777

Seventy years ago, there lived a
woman in Yerushalayim, who
people called Yentele the
Meshugene (Yentel the insane
woman). This name described her
perfectly, because no matter who she
met, she would tell them all the
humiliating facts that she knew
about them. It was extremely
embarrassing to be in her presence.
The main problem was that her
insults were true. She had a knack
of picking up on thelashon haras
and the faults of people, and when
she met them, she would announce
everything. She told the rosh
hakollel what the kollel yungerleit
were saying about him, and she told
the son-in-law what his in-laws

thought about him, and so on.

Once, during a war in Yerushalayim,
she was in a bomb shelter together

with several other Yidden. There
too, she spewed her humiliating
words. People said that when the
bombs were falling she was quiet,
but when the bombing subsided,her

bombardment began.

The people in the bomb shelter were
considering sending her away, so
they wouldn’t need to hear her
abusive words anymore. "Let her go
to another bomb shelter. Let others
benefit from her wise words," they

chided.

Rebbe Gedalya Moshe of Zvhil zy"a
was also inside this shelter, and they
asked him whether, according to
halachah, they had the right to send

her away.

"It is permitted," the rebbe told them.
"She is insulting and disgracing
people. But before you send her
away, I want to tell you a story that
happened when my father, Rebbe
Shlomke, was still living in Zvhil.

"My sister had an illness, and it was
dangerous for her to catch a fever.
Once, she contracted a fever and the
doctors weren't able to lower it. My

always be happy. We can add, that when one who believes in Hashem, and
devotes his life to serving Him, will always be happy.
7. Similarly in Tehilim, it states, "yekalilu haimoh ve'ata tivareich — [my enemies]

shall curse and You shall bless" (109:28). It seems that David HaMelech was
requesting that people curse him. This was because he knew that from these bad
experiences, comes brachos in the aftermath.
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father put on his coat, and headed
towards the door. My mother
stopped him, "Where are you going
at a time like this? Our daughter's
life is in danger?"
"I am going to get some shame
(bizyonos)' he replied. Because my
father would say, 'mit bizyanos koift
min op de toit – embarrassment

saves from death.'

"As the chief rav of Zvhil, my father
was in charge of the chinuch
institutions. There was one unruly
family, which wasn't paying their
dues. So my father went to the store
where the mother of this household
worked, and asked her for money
that she owed the institutions. She
insulted and rebuked my father. My
father returned home and said,
'Everything is going to be all right,'

and my sister recovered.

"Some time later, she caught a fever
again. Rebbe Shlomke once again
went outdoors, seeking
embarrassment, but this time, he
didn’t receive it. That time, my sister

died."

After telling this story, Rebbe
Gedalya Moshe told the people in
the shelter, "You are permitted to
send Yentele away, but my father
wouldn’t recommend it. Hashem
sent us Yentele to protect us from
death because of her humiliating

words. Are you certain that you
want to send her away?"

We should be aware that whenever
one undergoes embarrassing
situations that a lot of goodness can
come out from it. We shouldn’t
answer back when we are insulted,
and in reward, we will receive

Hashem's blessings.

The following story happened a
couple of years ago:

On Erev Succos, in a supermarket in
Eretz Yisrael, there was a consumer
at the cashier that was repeatedly
rushing to the back of the store, to
pick up some item that he forget to
put in his wagon. “One minute” the
consumer said, “I just want to bring
a bottle of bleach,” and he rushed to
get the bleach while everyone in line
waited impatiently. A moment later,
he remembered that he didn’t buy
tissues. He dashed to the back of the
store to get those, as well. One of
the people in line lost his composure
and rebuked him with very loud and
harsh words, “You can’t make
everyone wait like this!” he shouted.
At first, everyone in the line agreed
with the angry person. They were
also upset with the long delay. But
he continued shouting insults and
epithets, until the people in line told

him to calm down.
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He realized that he overreacted and
he regretted his outburst. He
apologized to the consumer, “How

much does your purchase cost?”

The man said that it was 2,500 shekel.

“I’ll pay it,” he said, and he gave the
cashier a check for that amount.

They both left the store at the same
time, and he saw that the consumer

was crying.

“What’s the matter?” he asked. “Is
there a problem? I already paid for
your shopping… I already asked
forgiveness.”
“Everything is fine,” he replied. “I
am not crying from sorrow; I am
crying because I just saw Hashem's
amazinghashgachah(providence).”
He explained, “My wife told me that
I should go to the store and buy for
Yom Tov. I told her that this was
impossible, because we don’t have
money. She told me that she will stay
home and say Tehilim, and I should
go to the store. She encouraged me
that somehow everything will work
out. That was the reason I was
delaying with my purchase,
gathering bleach and tissues, I simply
didn’t have any idea how I was
going to pay for it all. And then you
came and paid for it. I see clearly

how Hashem helps me…"

"Can you prove that this is true?" the
man asked.
“Here, take my phone, and call my
wife. She will tell you.”
When the wife saw her husband’s
phone number appear on her screen,
she thought she was speaking to her
husband, and she said, “Nu…aha…
nu… Everything is fine. I am still
saying Tehillim. Just keep shopping.
Everything will work out. Don’t

worry.”

The man took out his check book
and wrote twelve checks for 2,500
shekels each. “I am paying for your
groceries, for each month the entire

year," he said.

This story teaches us the power of
bitachon and the potency of
Tehilim… But it also reminds us
that when one endures
embarrassment, he can expect
something good to happen
afterwards. He was humiliated by
the shopping line, and then
Hashem's blessings came raining
down on him.
(A copy of these twelve checks is
preserved by a certain rav in Bnei
Brak, because he wants to show
people the miracle that occurred.)8888

8. The Gemara (Tanis 7) tells us that a certain princess said to Reb Yehoshua
ben Chananya, "Such beautiful wisdom contained in an ugly container." She
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The Midrash says, "If you see that
Eisav wants to start up against you,
don’t fight with him. Hide, until the

period of his success passes…"

The Jewish nation says to Hashem,
"Eisav's father blessed him, 'al
charbicha tichyeh— you will live
by the sword' and You agree with
him?! Also, You say we should hide.

Where can we escape to?"

Hakadosh Baruch Hu answers, "If
you sense that Eisav is going against
you, escape to the Torah" (Devarim

Rabba 1:19).

We are living in very difficult times
(in particular, the Yidden living in
Eretz Yisrael need Hashem's mercy)

and we need to hide, until the wave
of our enemies' success and strength
subsides. But where can we go to?
The answer is that we must escape

to the Torah.

For some this may mean to study an
hour of Torah each day. For others
it may mean to study more. But we
must go to the Torah, to protect
ourselves during these trying times.

Reb Chaim Brisker zt"l once heard a
speaker say, "Torah is like oxygen.
Just like we can't live without
oxygen, we can't live without
Torah…"
Reb Chaim disagreed. "Oxygen helps
people live, but Torah is life itself."

The Magid Meisherim (the angel

didn’t understand how the beautiful wisdom of Torah could be stored in Reb
Yehoshua ben Chananya, who wasn’t externally beautiful.
Reb Yehoshua didn’t answer her, immediately. Instead he said, "Where does your
father store his wine?"
"In earthenware utensils," she replied. "Where else should he store it?"
"Since you are a royal family, you should store the wine in silver and gold utensils."
She did so and the wine spoiled.
In this way, Reb Yehoshua ben Chananya showed her that precious items are
sometimes better off, when they are stored in non-beautiful utensils.
The king became aware of their discussion, and he asked Reb Yehoshua ben
Chananya, "But aren't there beautiful scholars as well."
Reb Yehoshua answered, "e havi sani tfei havi gmiri —if they would be ugly, they
would know more Torah."
Sani (ugly) can also be translated sonim, enemies. According to this translation,
he said, "If they would have enemies, they would know more Torah." This is
because opposition and hardships leads to greatness.
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which spoke with Reb Yosef Karo)
told him, "When you study Torah,
you are so protected, even if you
will drink dangerous drinks, they

will not harm you."

One of the primary solutions for our
present predicament is to attach
ourselves to the Torah and then we,
and the entire nation, will be

protected.9999

9. In the Hoshanos, we say, "kvushah begolah — those who are captured in exile,
limudei yirasach — study Your Torah."

The Kedushas Yom Tov explained that kvushah means to pickle/soak. One of the
laws of kashrus is that when kosher foods are soaked in water together with
non-kosher foods for twenty four hours (even when everything is cold) it is like they
were cooked together. The kosher food becomes unkosher, because it picks up
the taste of the non-kosher foods. This is called kvushah (or kavush).
But this only occurs when they are soaked for twenty four hours, straight, without
interruption. Therefore, a solution is to take the kosher foods out of the water for
some time, within the twenty four hours. This breaks up the process, and the
kosher foods will not acquire the taste from the non-kosher foods.
The Kedushas Yom Tov taught that when a person is kvushah begolah (pickled in
exile) living among foreign nations and negative influences, what can he do so he
doesn’t pick up the foul smell of the exile? The answer is to study Torah each day.
When we study Torah, we are exiting, for the time being, galus. This is the
meaning of kvushah begolah limudei yirasach — if you are soaking in the exile,
study Torah. Spend an hour a day studying Torah, and you will be pulling yourself
away from the impurities of the world, thus saving yourself from becoming impure
from the influences of the exile.
The passuk says, "vayigdilu hanaarim vayehi Eisav ish yodeia tzayid veYaakov ish
tam yosheiv ohalim — the children grew up and Eisav was someone who knew
how to hunt. Yaakov was righteous, and sat in the tents of Torah" (25:25). Harav
Shmuel Wosner zt"l asked, if the Torah tells us what Eisav knew (he knew how to
hunt) why doesn’t the Torah say that Yaakov was "ish yodeia Torah – a man who
knew Torah"? Why do we only mention that he sat in the tents of Torah?
Harav Wosner answered that he studied in Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, and he
observed time and time again that those who succeeded in Torah weren't those
who had the best minds. It was those who toiled in Torah that succeeded. The
greatest praise of all is to be a yosheiv ohalim — to sit in the tents of Torah, to
study and to toil over the Torah. One who does so, will surely become wise and
knowledgeable in the Torah.
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