
Our apologies to our Email subscribers. Our system crashed and we were unable to post our Timely Message in a
timely manner. Hopefully, we will up and running in time for Parshas Vayishlach, Bez”h. 

Parshas Vayaytzay –וישכב במקום ההוא

Yaakov’s Dream vs. The American Dream

Maintaining a healthy balance between Gashmius and Ruchnius, is one of the greatest challenges that a
Yid faces in everyday life.  Certainly,  we devote time,  energy and effort  to Limud Torah and Kiyum
HaMitzvos.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  a  legitimate  necessity to  be  occupied  with  attending  to  our
everyday needs and wellbeing.

The Avos HaKedoshim were completely absorbed with Ruchniyus. Whatever and with whomever their
involvement, they were always in the presence of the Shechina HaKedosha. Even while Avrohom and
Yitzchok were under the thumb of Pharaoh and Avimelech, the power of ה' צלך על יד ימינך, gave the
Avos the upper hand. Yaakov followed suit, when he left the sheltered world of the home of Yitzchok and
Rivkah. He spent the next fourteen years completely immersed in Torah and Avodas Hashem in Yeshivas
Sheim V’Ever. Chazal teach us that Yaakov didn’t sleep during that time. Sleeping and eating, along with
all other Gashmiusdik necessities, were not given any notice. There was no day or night. Yaakov slept
right where he sat, when sleep overcame him. He ate and drank from whatever came his way. There was
no formal sleeping or dining arrangement.

Mori V’Rabi, HaGaon R’ Reuven Feinstein Shlit”a, explained that Yaakov understood that Lavan’s world
would be a far cry from the Olam HaRuchni that he had been part of till now. Here it is, his first night, on
the way to his new reality of being part of the material world.  וילן שם - There is a sleeping time. ויקח

– מאבני המקום  There is a sleeping arrangement. – וישכב במקום ההוא   Here Yaakov lay down for a

night’s sleep. He dreams Hashem’s message, – והנה סלם מצב ארצה   in this life, a person is on the

move,  climbing  and  keeping  his  balance,  on  a  ladder  that  is  firmly  entrenched  in ,ארציות   earthly

preoccupations. However, – ראשו מגיע השמימה   the trajectory is always a goal reaching towards a

heavenly connection.  Gadlus is  not  only meant  to be achieved by ,קדושי עליון   who are completely

unencumbered by worldly concerns. Yaakov awakes and comes to the realization, הזה מה נורא המקום
–  even here,  where  I  sleep,  where I  am fully engaged in  Gashmius,  is  a  place of  holiness. וזה שער 
through the symbiosis of Gashmius with Ruchnius, that one reaches the entrance ,בדוקא ,it is – השמים

to Shomayim.

Our goal, explains R’ Reuven, is to not allow the pursuit of worldly needs and interests to overshadow our
commitment to mastery of Torah and devotion to Mitzvos. Our dream has to be Yaakov’s dream, not the
American Dream, that pushes us to dedicate ourselves to the Pursuit of Happiness. As much as we are
occupied with our needs and desires, we need to be just as busy with our Ruchniyusdik concerns. Our
enthusiasm and involvement in Limud Torah and Shmiras HaMitzvos, can be no less than the worldly
involvements that excite us. In the words of the Sadigur Rebbe Shlit”a, at the recent Agudah convention,
we need to feel a powerful draw to Torah, as if we are addicted. There are so many things in the world
around us that we can’t seem to get out of our head. We are constantly running back to those interests.
That is how we ought to feel about a shiur we heard or a shtickel gemora we learned.



The Imrei Emes once asked his youngest child, the future Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Pinchos Menachem, about
Yaakov’s dream. Why didn’t Yaakov try to climb up after the Malochim that he saw in his dream? The
child considered and came up with a sharp answer, much to his father’s delight. The Pasuk says that
Yaakov saw, והנה ה' נצב עליו – Hashem was standing there, over him. If Hashem was standing down on
the ground, right with him, why bother to climb up to try and find Him up in Shomayim? 

How wondrous is this spot, right where we are. We don’t need to climb up to some ,הזה מה נורא המקום
Himmeldik level to find the Eibishter. He is standing with us, right here in our day-to-day world. We can
attain greatness, wherever we may be. Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk


