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 פרשת פנחס
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tehilla. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 

 
  

 

פינחס בן אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן השיב את חמתי "
)יא, כה( "מעל בני ישראל  

“Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of Aharon 
the Kohen, turned back My wrath from 
upon the Children of Israel”  
 
In every generation, there are those who are 
zealous for Hashem’s honor.  They are an aspect 
of Pinchas – they come to wage Hashem’s war – 
each according to the circumstances.  There is no 
one who is free of this obligation – that is why 
we have come to this world.1 
 
 

 בכל דרכיך דעהו2
Know Him in All Your Ways 

 
A person must constantly strengthen his 
connection with Hashem.  “Know Him in all your 
ways.”  It is not enough to remember Hashem – 
we must know Him.  Knowledge is connection, 
unification – to be attached to Hashem, literally. 
 
The yetzer hora battles, mightily, to prevent that 
connection.  Therefore, our war against the 
yetzer hora is the fiercest war of all.  We need 
countless tefillos, because, without Hashem, 
we do not stand a chance.  When a person 
notices that the yetzer hora is robbing him of his 
pleasure in life, his dveykus (clinging) to Hashem 
– he must cry out to Hashem, beg Hashem, 
“Master of the World, until when will I chase 
these fleeting illicit desires and forego 
eternal delight?  When will I merit being like 
the tzaddikim, who are in control of their 
hearts - and stop being like the evildoers, 

                                                           
 ליקו"ה ברכת השחר ה, צג 1
 משלי ג, ו 2

whose hearts are in control of them?  When 
will I merit such strong desires for You, 
Father, that they will overcome all of the 
other desires that separate us?  When will I 
finally realize that I cannot delight in both 
worlds?  I must decide: this or that!  When 
will I comprehend that a life of holiness and 
closeness to Hashem is true life!  That the 
rest is phony!  An illusion!” 
 
Pinchas rose and killed a leader of an Israelite 
tribe, thereby endangering his life.  Zimri was the 
leader of an entire tribe – and Pinchas did not 
know how they would react.  Nevertheless, 
Pinchas was zealous for Hashem’s honor and his 
zealousness was pure, without any self-interest 
or personal agenda.  He did not have a cruel 
nature.  He was not the type to become angry 
over every little thing.  He was not 
judgmental.  He was filled with love of others.  
He loved peace and pursued peace.  This 
tzaddik overcame his refined character traits; he 
mastered his hesitations because it was time to 
act for Hashem.  He performed an act of strength 
against his nature – all for Heaven’s sake. 
 
A person must see Hashem in every moment and 
in everything.  Whatever happens to him – he 
knows that it is all Hashem.  A person goes 
through a lot in life.  Many occurrences paralyze 
him.  A person must constantly expand his clarity 
of emuna.  He must not become confused by 
what transpires.  He must pass through it.  It is 
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all designed with Divine Providence.  He must 
know that his true test is how much he runs 
to Hashem, how much he remembers 
Hashem, how often he turns to Hashem. 
 
We must not become demoralized by what 
happens to us.  We must not fall into confusions, 
worries, negative thinking, sadness, hatred, 
jealousy or any of the other things that deflate 
people.  We continue on, press ahead.  To where?  
To what is above time, space, borders, 
constriction, small-mindedness, above the 
limited human intellect.  We proceed to the 
perspective that everything here is emptiness, 
that there is nothing in this world except the 
ability to feel Hashem.  If we do not feel Hashem 
– we must cry and beg Hashem to help us feel 
Him.  “Hashem, help me remember that 
whatever happens to me, whatever occurs in 
my life, every hardship, every problem – sets 
the stage for exactly how You want me to 
serve You.” 
 
Hashem wants us to elevate ourselves a bit, to 
bring what is above time into time – the mind 
into the heart.  In our minds, we can deliver 
wonderful lectures, amazing discourses, we 
can encourage a neighbor, teach our children, 
inspire our spouse.  We can educate everyone 
– we understand so well.  However, as soon as 
the challenge is our own – we forget 
everything.  A person can be very smart and 
can offer advice to everyone – but to truly see 
what is happening with himself, where he is 
in the big picture, how to infuse his heart 
with his mind, how to become a vessel in 
service of Hashem – that is too difficult. 
 
It is only possible to know Hashem through 
humility and modesty.  While Pinchas was a 
warrior, this week’s parsha conceals another 
warrior - modest and shy, faithful and devoted, 
cleaving to his Rebbe to the utmost - Yehoshua 
bin Nun.  Yehoshua bin Nun was not the greatest 
among the Jewish people.  There were tribal 
leaders who were greater.  Yet, he was the one 
who would assume Moshe’s leadership role.  He 
was chosen because of his humility and modesty.  
He never budged from his Rebbe’s side.  He 

gleaned all that was possible to glean from the 
tzaddik, wholeheartedly and simply.  He did not 
veer from his Rebbe’s words, right or left.  Rebbe 
Nosson too, cast aside his own intellect that he 
had developed before he met Rebbe Nachman, 
and, from then on, had only what he absorbed 
from his Rebbe.  Everything that he heard and 
learned – he pleaded, with tears, before the 
Creator of the World - also to be able to perform. 
 
Chasidim related that R’ Naphtali of Ropschitz 
would follow his Rebbe, the Chozeh of Lublin, 
when he went to recite “Tashlich.”  When the 
Chozeh would shake out the folds of his clothing, 
R’ Naphtali would bend down and “collect” the 
sins that his Rebbe had cast away.  “My Rebbe’s 
sins are mitzvos for me,” he would often explain. 
 
To a humble person, a little bit is also good.  
Hashem is happy with every little bit that we 
do.  He wants a drop from us – and then 
another drop – and then another.  That is how 
we progress.  All of life is “turn from evil and do 
good.”3  That is our constant task.  We must flee 
from bad things and enter into good things.  If 
Hashem is happy with our minor 
accomplishments that we manage – we too 
must be overjoyed by them. 
 
The strongest bond with Hashem is one forged of 
wholesomeness and simplicity.  Anything 
connected to wholesomeness and simplicity is 
especially charming to HKB”H.  The simplest Jew 
- who sets times to learn and daven, who toils to 
purify his actions and character traits, who turns 
to HKB”H with simple and sincere words, who 
accepts suffering with love and emuna, who has 
emuna that whatever the Torah tells us is true 
and we must live accordingly, who does not seek 
explanations as to why the truth is not borne out 
in his life with what has happened to him – a Jew 
like this is the adornment with which they 
decorate Heaven. 
 
The Baal Shem Tov once revealed to his students 
that there was a Jew, who lived in a certain 
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village, whose prayers pierced the Heavens.  The 
students travelled to the village and, when they 
found that Jew, they could not believe their eyes.  
He appeared to be so simple; they could not 
believe that this was whom their Rebbe 
intended.  They thought to themselves that 
maybe his simple appearance concealed the 
great spirit that resided within him.  They waited 
to observe him during davening in the village’s 
small shul.  To their shock, when the 
congregation began to pray, this man took a 
siddur and started to emit various animal sounds 
– first that of a chicken, then a cow, etc.  The 
students were taken aback and, immediately 
after davening, they approached him and asked 
him to explain his strange “tefillos.”  The villager 
explained: “My years have been few and difficult.  
My mother died while giving birth to me.  My 
father passed shortly thereafter.  I grew up in 
this village amongst the cows and the chickens 
and no one ever taught me to read or write.  I 
have always been jealous of the ability to daven 
from a siddur, so, I decided one day that I too 
would stand in prayer before Hashem.  Alas, 
since I did not know how to read from the siddur, 
I cried out with the call of the chicken and then 
the bleating of the cow – and, with those sounds, 
I pray to Hashem to save His nation and redeem 
them from all suffering.”  The man spoke these 
words so earnestly that the students understood 
their Rebbe’s intent and they understood that 
there is such power in wholesomeness to 
break through the Heavens. 
 
Pinchas is the symbol of zealousness for the 
sanctity of the Jewish people.  He arose and 
killed a prince of a tribe of Israel because he 
understood that if there is no sanctity in 
Israel, there is no connection with Hashem. 
 
When a person is sanctified, when he is close 
to Hashem – he is less focused on himself and 
on physical matters.  He understands that the 
spiritual part of him is primary.  It is the root of 
everything.  If his spirituality is in order, his 
physical necessities will be okay as well.  The 
more sanctified a person is and the closer he 
is to Hashem – the less he thinks about 
himself.  He connects to the Jewish people.  He 

prays for the Jewish people.  He cares more 
about others than about himself.  Love of 
Hashem, love of Torah and love of others is 
all one – that is wholeness. 
 
A person often has difficulty tolerating 
others, including, at times, his wife, his 
children, his neighbors, his mechutanim – 
everyone.  In truth though, we can tolerate 
them.  Our intolerance is simply our 
challenge.  We must learn to brighten our 
countenance.  We must learn to love people.  
The Torah, in this week’s parsha, tells us how 
HKB”H instructed Moshe to lay his hand on 
Yehoshua and impart his wisdom upon him.  
Moshe did not lay one hand, as he had been 
instructed.  Rather, he placed both hands – with 
more generosity than commanded. 
 
Our mission in life is to exchange negative 
thoughts for positive ones, to judge favorably, 
to seek the point of good, to protect the honor 
of others.  The Rav of Yerushalayim, R’ Yosef 
Chaim Sonnenfeld, received a constant flow of 
visitors, especially on the days of chol hamoed.  
One chol hamoed day, R’ Yosef Chaim remarked 
to each visitor “you must be on your way to or 
from the Kotel” (his home was close to the 
Kotel).  His family was perplexed by this 
repeated remark that they had never before 
heard him make.  After the last of the guests left, 
the Rav explained, “You noticed that R’ Eliyahu 
Kletzkin, Rav of Lublin, was sitting next to me.  I 
was afraid that that great gaon might experience 
a minor slight based on the number of guests 
who visited me.  Therefore, I tried to emphasize 
that they were all really on their way to or from 
the Kotel and they just stopped here 
incidentally.”4 
 
Before anything else, we must fortify our awe 
of Heaven.  How does a person stop his heart 
from sinning?  Only through awe of Heaven.  “So 
that awe of Him will be upon your faces, so that 
you shall not sin.”5  Only awe protects from sin.  
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I want to be a tzaddik.  Help me.  Only You can help me – remove all of my illicit desires and negative 
traits and help me be exactly as Your will.  Master of the World, it is so delightful to do Your will, to deserve the label, “Son 
of the King,” to constantly perform the command to “turn from evil and do good.”  That is why I am in this world.  If not, 
why am I here?  To commit sins?  To talk about others?  To look at them begrudgingly?  To eat incessantly, just to calm 
myself?  To criticize?  To get angry and irritated when they do not do what I want or when my plans go wrong?   

Master of the World, my soul desires You!!!  When I fall into a bad place, it demands that I do teshuva immediately and to 
cry out to You from the walls of my heart for You to rescue me, save me, pull me up from these low places.  In these 
moments, when my soul overpowers my body and screams, I know that it is the truth, I know that it is what I really want 
and it makes me happy.  It relaxes me.  It is such a great pleasure to dedicate at least a half hour each day for praying, 
pleading and screaming that I want only You.  I do not want this illicit desire, that negative attribute – I want only You!  Your 
sweetness!  This calms the soul and gives it joy.   

Master of the World, it is so good that we have tzaddikim who delineate the path for us with their amazing counsel and 
protect us even when we do not know – drawing us to You.  Master of the World, I wish to be a tzaddik.  Help me. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us        כ"א תמוז תשע"ז – July 15, 2017 

 

 

Our generation faces so many challenges and 
temptations – only one thing can help us 
withstand, our awe of Heaven.  If we are not 
afraid of Hashem, we do as we please and fall 
into terrifying situations, G-d forbid. 
 
Everyone has fears – what will become of my 
children, my livelihood, fear of thieves, etc.  
However, if one fears Hashem – he fears nothing 
else.  Rebbe Nachman teaches6 that one who 
wishes to taste the hidden light must reach a 
point of having only fear of Hashem.  We must 
think, Hashem sees me – how I act, how I speak, 
even how I think.  In this way, we begin to fear 
Hashem and nullify all other fears.  Otherwise, 
we are constantly distraught: what will they do 
to me, say about me, think of me, etc.  Fear is 
human nature.  It comes from the soul that feels 
awe of Hashem.  When a person fears 
something else - it is really fear of Hashem 
dressed up as something else. 
 
To connect to Hashem means to strengthen 
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emuna, constantly.  A person must know that he 
is being tested by Heaven – to see whether he 
will be strong in his simple emuna in Hashem.  
Therefore, there are downfalls, confusions, 
suffering and adventures – to see where he runs.  
Praiseworthy is one who is not confused, knows 
that everything is from Hashem and is for the 
best.  We must work on this.  The Creator wants 
us to strive to have emuna in Him.  Whatever 
happens derives from His love for us.  This is 
hard.  This world is dark.  The good is not readily 
discernable.  We must have emuna that 
everything Hashem does is for the best.  This 
often contradicts our intellect.  We experience 
troubles.  If we do not preface them with emuna 
that it is all good and there is no bad – we can fall 
from emuna, G-d forbid. 
 
When does a person know that his emuna is 
complete?  When he constantly thanks – in all 
situations, no matter what happens.  He lives 
with the emuna that it is all from Hashem and 
for the best. 

 


