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Now You Know 
HaShem told Moshe that “I will bring the 
Jews to the land regarding which I have 

lifted up my hand to give it to Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov.” 

Rashi explains that HaShem lifted his 
hand to the Throne of Glory, as if to 
swear by His royalty, as one might say, 

“I swear by my King.”    

The lifting of the hand, however, does 

not effect an oath.  What then is the 
purpose of it?  We even find that today 

it is common practice to raise one’s 
hand when being sworn in in court.  

[Note: a Jew should affirm, rather than 

swear to tell the truth.  We are directed 
not to make oaths.] 

Last week, we find Moshe scolding a 

man who had lifted his hand to hit his 
comrade.  Though he had not struck the 

other, the lifting of the hand was the 
continuation of the thought which 

brought it into the realm of action. 

So too, when HaShem lifts his hand, it’s 
as if He began the act of giving the land 

to the Jews. 

When we are inspired to do a good act, 

therefore, we would be wise to take 
some action to cement it into the realm 

of actuality. 

In this way, we make it more likely that 
we will follow through, just as HaShem 

did in giving us the land of Israel which 
He promised to our forefathers. 

Thought of the week: 

Atheists are not lacking in 
belief. They are full of belief 
– in things other than G-d. 

(AY:X TWMw) „.ÊH RBD RwAK OHLA EMw ALW WBL TA DBKHW HXWRH HTYH YK HERP ARYW‰ 
“And Pharaoh saw there was respite and he hardened his heart and did not listen to 
[Moshe and Aharon] as the L-rd had said.” (Exod. 8:11) 

Moshe had been warned going into this mission that HaShem would harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, steeling him and giving him the strength to withstand each plague until HaShem 
had finished sending all the plagues He wanted to.  However, we find something 
interesting here. 

After the plague of blood, the Torah tells us, “and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.”  
This is in line with HaShem’s assurance that, “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart.”  However, 
here, after frogs, it seems that HaShem didn’t have to harden Pharaoh’s heart because 
he did it himself! 

At the third plague, lice, it once again says that his heart, “was hardened,” implying that 
it was an outside force.  After the next plague, wild animals, we find, “And Pharaoh 
hardened his heart this time also.”  Now’s he’s back to being stubborn on his own. 

After the fifth plague, the death of animals, “and Pharaoh’s heart was made heavy,” 
seemingly by G-d.  Oozing boils?  “And HaShem strengthened Pharaoh’s heart.”  It’s 
not Pharaohh doing it.  Hail made of fire and ice? “And Pharaoh sinned more and 
hardened his heart.”  Pharaoh again!  What’s going on?! 

The Rashbam comments that the miraculous plague of frogs was so great that 
Pharaoh’s heart was not hardened on its own, rather he, in his wickedness, chose to 
make it so.  The stubbornness was a choice.  But why? 

If we look at the instances when Pharaoh hardened his own heart, we note that he had 
previously promised to send the Jews out.  Then, when the plague was over, he 
selfishly wanted to renege but knew that if he considered this to be the will of HaShem 
he would have been unable to do so.  Therefore, he deliberately made himself obtuse, 
oblivious, and disbelieving so he would be released from his earlier promise. 

Often, we know what is right, but we are bribed by our desires to ignore it.  We, like 
Pharaoh, harden our hearts because there’s something in it for us.  Whether it’s being 
dishonest in business or disparaging others with our tongues, there is no room for 
rationalizing our actions.  We only do it because we are blinded by our lusts.   

However, as our parsha points out, this is simply sinning further and will backfire.  
Instead, we should open our eyes and acknowledge the truth.  Then we will be ready 
for the cessation of plagues and suffering and ready for the salvation of HaShem. 

An irreligious fellow was speaking to the Brisker Rav.  He explained that though he had 
originally been raised religious, he had a number of “kashias,” questions.  Not finding 
satisfactory answers, he felt he could only remain intellectually honest by abandoning 
his Jewish practices. 

The Rav looked at him piercingly and said, “You don’t have questions.  You have 
“ta’avos,” desires and lusts.  However, your intellectual honesty doesn’t allow you to 
give in to your urges while calling yourself an observant Jew, so you’ve developed 
some doubts in order to give yourself the rationale to satisfy those urges. 

Your kashios are not kashios (questions,) they are “teirutzim,” answers and excuses.” 

©2015 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWAR    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Dedic 
Dedicated in memory of  

Dovid Avraham ben Chiya Kehas  

R’ Dovid Winiarz z”l,  

the Facebuker Rebbe. 
His warmth and love for all people spilled 

over onto all he met.   
He remains an inspiration and is deeply 

missed by all his “friends.” 

First Yahrtzeit 27 Teves. 

 Dedicated l’illui nishmas 

R’ Abba Zalka 

Gewirtz z”l 
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- R’ Leizer Gordon z”l – Telzer Rav 


