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LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

 שלח לך וכו':

 Last week’s parsha ended with the punishment Miriam received for speaking 

loshon hara about Moshe. Our sedra begins with the cheit of the meraglim. Rashi 

maintains that the two are juxtaposed in order to convey to us the gravity of their sin; 

k’lal Yisroel saw what befell Miriam for speaking loshon hara about her brother and 

they didn’t learn from her mistake. 

 While every yid must try to see the musar haskel in everything that transpires, 

nevertheless, it would seem that the lesson here is based on faulty reasoning. One 

could argue that Miriam spoke negatively about another person, flesh and blood, and 

the leader of the entire people. This is indeed a terrible misdemeanor. The meraglim 

however, who went to spy out the land came back with negative reports about the 

land; dust, sticks and stones. This does not appear to be the same thing as 

slandering a fellow Jew. 

 Indeed, many of the commentaries are bothered by this question. HaRav Shimon 

Schwab zt”l  suggests the following approach: Essentially Moshe Rabeinu was 

m’vatel himself entirely. He was the most humble individual that ever lived. He fully 

forgave his sister for the loshon hara and davened for her full recovery. All of this 

notwithstanding, Miriam was punished. Why? Because Moshe Rabeinu was imbued 

with kedusha, speaking about him in a derogatory manner was an averiah of a higher 

order, even if there was no loshon hara per se. Eretz Yisroel is no different. It is the 

land of Hashem. A place He focuses ‘His eyes’ on every day of the year. The kedusha 
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of Eretz Yisroel is inherent, and manifests itself even in the rocks and dirt of the land. 

To see anything but beauty in it is wrong. 

 שלח לך וכו':

 As the B’nei Yisroel were about to enter Eretz Yisroel, they approached Moshe 

requesting that they send spies ahead of them to “check out” the land they were 

about to enter. This itself is difficult enough to understand. After all, this was a nation 

of people who had experienced the miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim, kri’as Yam Suf and 

had stood at the foot of Har Sinai and heard Hakadosh Boruch Hu speak to them. 

They had subsisted on the mahn that fell from the heavens every single day. In short, 

they knew that Hakadosh Boruch Hu took care of all their needs on a daily basis and 

everything that He did was good for them. Now, as they are about to enter a land that 

they are about to be given, they start worrying if everything will work out after all!  

What is even more difficult to understand however, is Moshe Rabeinu’s rebuke to 

them on the last day of his life. Moshe, when he was reminding the B’nei Yisroel of 

their request to send meraglim added that he indeed approved of their suggestion. 

How could it be that Moshe Rabeinu also saw the need to send spies to check out 

Eretz Yisroel? 

 The Nesivos Sholom explains that Moshe Rabeinu’s motivation is sending 

meraglim ahead was not to spy out the land to see if this was indeed a good piece of 

real estate. Nor was he interested in conducting research from a military perspective. 

Moshe simply wanted to understand the spiritual fabric of the land. In order to do so, 

he had to get a grasp of its physical situation. Moshe understood that if the cities are 
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fortified, so is the koach of tumah in the land, and that is something that would have 

to be dealt with. Moshe chose to send the nesi’im on this mission, because he 

thought that they also understood this. The meraglim however, made the same 

mistake as the rest of the nation, who although had so far lived a miraculous 

existence, thought that this would end upon their entry to Eretz Yisroel when they 

would become “like all the nations of the world”. So while the masses thought that 

they were about to settle and live “normal lives”, Moshe Rabeinu knew that Hakadosh 

Boruch Hu’s intervention in their daily lives would continue. 

 This explains why Hakadosh Boruch Hu told Moshe “Shelach-Lecha” - l’da’atcha 

(according to your understanding). Indeed, the word “lecha” here does not mean that 

Hashem “doesn’t want to have anything to do with it”, but rather like all mitzvos where 

the word is used (“asei-lecha” “lech-lecha”) indicating the unique aspects of that 

particular mitzvah. He Hashem was telling Moshe, “send them, but according to your 

intentions and understanding, and not,  according to theirs!”.  The meraglim did not 

understand this and therefore failed on their mission. Instead of seeing the strengths 

of the land as a spiritual challenge, they saw it as something physical that was 

impossible to naturally overcome. Since they were sure that their miraculous 

existence was about to end, they could not fathom how they could possibly survive. 

 The lesson is clear. Those who live or have lived in Eretz Yisroel understand that 

daily life isn’t “normal”. Militarily, it is doesn’t make sense. From a financial 

perspective this is also true. I personally know several people who decided to work 

more hours in order to make ends meet at the expense of the regularly scheduled 

learning, ending up with less money that they had earned previously. Eretz Yisroel is 
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a spiritual place. Torah and mitzvos are our life-line and without them we suffer. The 

truth of this correlation in Eretz Yisroel is blatant, however there is nowhere in the 

world that we are a people “like everyone else”. Every one of us needs yeshuos in at 

least one area of our life. The Ribono shel Olam can provide the yeshua if we 

strengthen our spiritual connection with Him. Strengthening our commitment to limud 

ha’Torah is the best way to do so. Add something to your day, even if it is “only” five 

minutes after (or before) davening. It will change your life (guaranteed) and your life 

will be changed (b’ezras Hashem)! 

 ויהס כלב וכו':

 Kaleiv tried to divert the nation’s attention from the report of the meraglim and 

focus their attention on all the positive things Moshe Rabeinu did for k’lal Yisroel.  His 

plan didn’t work.  The masses still believed the slanderous report.  Yet, we find that 

Hashem applauded Kaleiv for his actions, proclaiming ‘Kaleiv avdi’ (Kaleiv my 

servant) and exempted him from being barred entry into Eretz Yisroel. 

 From this, HaRav Moshe Feinstein zt”l derives a powerful message.  Effecting 

change is important.  Standing in protest of those who try to undermine Torah and 

Kedusha in order to thwart their efforts is imperative.  However, we tend to feel that if 

our efforts will go unnoticed and our attempts to make a difference will remain 

fruitless, then there is little or no point in pursuing them. 

 This attitude is wrong.  We cannot underestimate the importance of standing up 

for what is right and we must fight against chilul Sheim Shomayim regardless of the 

results.  
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 בענין חטא המרגלים:

     The parsha of the meraglim is one of the most difficult to understand.  On one 

hand, Chazal tell us that they were all tzadikim. This itself is a bit difficult to 

understand.  How could ten tzadikim fall so far, so fast?  Furthermore, Rashi tells us 

that their attitude in their return and departure was the same - both times they had 

evil intentions.  How are we to understand all of this? 

    HaRav Gedalya Schorr zt"l offers the following insights: First, he notes the 

juxtaposition of our parsha to the end of parshas Bahaaloscha when Miriam faltered 

by speaking ill of her brother Moshe.  Chazal tell us that the b'nei Yisroel saw this and 

didn't learn a lesson.  HaRav Schorr suggests that perhaps it was for this reason that 

Hakadosh Boruch Hu arranged for this incident to happen right beforehand; knowing 

that Miriam would indeed fail this test, Hakadosh Boruch Hu caused Moshe to 

separate From his wife so that Miriam would feel bad and speak loshon hara about 

Moshe, just so that everyone else would see this and learn a lesson. ...And they 

didn't.  

     In addressing the apparent contradiction in Chazal as to whether the ten 

meraglim started out as tzadikim or reshaim, R' Gedalya explains as follows, by first 

examining what in fact Hashem "had in mind" when He told Moshe to send spies.  

Indeed, "shelach-lecha" is somewhat superfluous. It would have been sufficient to 

command Moshe "shelach" - you should send. Rashi in fact addresses this when he 

explains "l'daatcha" which most understand to mean "if you want".  Although most 

interpret this to mean that Hakadosh Boruch Hu was granting permission but sort of 
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adding "I don't really approve of this",  Rav Schorr explains differently:  There were 

really two reasons to send meraglim to spy out the land: Moshe's, and the B'nei 

Yisroel's.  While Moshe had pure and holy intentions, the Jewish people for the most 

part, did not.  When Hashem told Moshe to send meraglim, He was telling him to 

make sure they are your shlichim, and not agents of everyone else.   This, explains 

Reb Gedalya, was their test: who would they choose to represent?  Immediately, they 

failed when they chose to serve the needs of everyone else, and not embark on a 

holier mission.  Although they began as tzadikim, since "shlucho shel adam kamoso" 

- a messenger assumes the role of the one who sent him, they immediately became 

wicked in the eyes of Hashem as they embarked on a mission to slander Eretz 

Yisroel. 

      Let us return to the lesson that K'lal Yisroel was supposed to learn from Miriam's 

cheit.  Nothing happens by chance. Even if it is far from a personal experience, a 

person should be aware of what he sees and ask himself "why am I the one to see 

this?".  Ultimately, this should be the norm for every Jew, but certainly, it is incumbent 

upon communal leaders to make a conscious effort to learn from what he sees.  

When the nesi'im saw what happened to Miriam for speaking ill of her brother, they 

should have analyzed the situation and tried to figure out what lessons they could 

learn.  If we delve into Miriam's mind, perhaps we would see that she didn't just get 

trapped by the desire to speak loshon hara. To suggest that this was the case is 

insulting at the least and borders on heresy.  Rather, Miriam came as a self-appointed 

representative of her sister-in-law, Tzipora.  Although she had good intentions, she 
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failed when she assumed this role without considering the other side's point of view 

(i.e. Hashem's).  In short, she made the wrong choice. 

     There are many lessons we can glean from this.  All of them apply to us on a 

regular basis.  First, we need to be observant Jews; far more than shemiras Shabbos 

and kashrus, we should observe our surroundings.  This does not mean that we 

should go looking for things to observe. such conduct is in fact frowned upon by our 

chachamim.  However, whenever one sees or hears something unusual, whether 

positive or negative, a thinking Jew should ask himself what he can learn from it, for 

certainly, its messages were intended just for him.   We must also realize that we are 

constantly making choices as to who we want to represent.  Our actions and 

reactions often speak louder than we would like to think.  We are often presented with 

the opportunity to make a kidush Hashem, or chalilah, the opposite.  How do we, as 

observant Jews (in the “classical” sense of the word) represent Hashem?  Do we 

view ourselves as Hashem’s representatives or do we put our own personal interests 

first?  Sometimes these situations present themselves as surprise tests. Other times, 

we are given advance warning and it is up to us to pay attention to the messages of 

life. 
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