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1)There are different opinions amongst the Poskim if the Mishnayos of Perek "BaMeh Madlikin" which are usually 

said each Friday night before Maariv , are said on Shabbos of Chanukah. One of the reasons given for not saying 

it is because these Mishnayos discuss the many types of oils which aren't acceptable for lighting the Shabbos 

candles. The Talmud (Shabbos 21b) says that the oils that are not good for Shabbos lights are indeed acceptable 

for Chanukah candles. Therefore, according to these opinions, we don't want people to think we are referring to 

the Halachos of the Chanukah candles, so we refrain from saying "BaMeh Madlikin" altogether. (See Shulchan 

Aruch Siman 270:2 and Ram"a and Mishna Berura ibid.). Many  Minhagim exist regarding this, and each Kehilah 

should follow their individual practice. 

2) There is a Minhag to say the Mizmor of "Mizmor Shir Chanukas HaBayis L'Dovid" (Tehillim 30) each morning of 

Chanukah after Shacharis. Some have the minhag to say it "instead" of the regular Shir Shel Yom (SheYarei 

Kneses Hagedolah quoting the "Minhag" of many places, Pri Chadash, and Gaon of Vilna [besides for Shabbos and Rosh 

Chodesh of Chanukah, when he holds only the Shabbos or Rosh Chodesh Mizmor is said.]). Others maintain that both 

the regular Shir Shel Yom is said, as well as the additional Mizmor for Chanukah. (ShYarei Kneses Hagedolah's 

own Psak, quoted in the Be'er Heitev Siman 132:7 and others). Each Kehilah should do according to the Minhagim 

they follow. 

3) It is very common for people to "go away" for Shabbos Chanukah, and  move into their parents, in-laws, 

friends  or other houses that aren't their own. This of course presents various different Halachic questions in 

regard to where to light the Chanukah menorah on Friday night as well as on Motzaei Shabbos. 

One who is a guest in someone else's home, even for one day, must light Chanukah candles in that home, 

provided that he will be eating in the home as well as spending the night sleeping  there. (Rav Shlomo Zalmen 

Auerbach Zatzal.  See also Chayei Adam Klal 154:32). Therefore, the menorah should be lit Friday afternoon in the 

home where you will be spending Shabbos. 

4) If when Shabbos is over you are still in your host's home, and you are planning to stay there for a while, it is 

best to light alongside the host right after Shabbos at the proper time, and not wait until you get back to your 

home, even though you will indeed be going home and sleeping in your own house. 

If however, you plan to leave for home right away, and if you light in the host's home, you will not be there for a 

full half hour after the lighting, it is best not to light until you get to your own home. (Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach 

Zatzal. His reasoning is that if you leave before half an hour, and thus the house is no longer considered your house, it 

may be like one who lit a menorah with not enough oil to last half an hour, in which case you haven't satisfied your 

obligation. See Halichos Shlomo Perek 14 Ha'arah 37) 

5) The Bracha on "Latkes- those delicious potato pancakes that are traditionally eaten on Chanukah" which are 

made from grated potatoes is "Borei pri Ho'Adama" as usually one can still recognize the potatoes. However if 

the potatoes were blended so finely that they aren't recognizable  as potatoes, the Bracha recited on them is 

"SheHakol NihYoh B'Devaro". The same Halacha applies to potato kugel. (Psak of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 

Zatzal) 
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6) Someone who, for whatever reason, will not be able to light his own Menorah, and nobody will be lighting on 

his behalf in his home, recites a bracha upon seeing any lit menorah that somebody else kindled. On the first 

night of Chanukah  he should recite two brachao, She'Asah Nisim and SheHechiyanu, and on the subsequent 

nights he should only recite one bracha, She'Asah Nisim. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 676: 3 and Mishna Berura S"K 6) 

7) A Menorah is lit in the Beis Hakneses for the purposes of Pirsumei Nisa, broadcasting the miracles, and all the 

brachos that are recited at home are also recited by the Chazan for this lighting. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 671:7). 

This lighting does not exempt the home lighting, as it was instituted as its own separate obligation, and the one 

who lit the Menorah in Shul, subsequently lights a Menorah at home and repeats all the brachos. ( Rama ibid.). 

The proper time for lighting the Menorah in Shul is between Mincha and Ma'ariv, a time when people are 

congregated in Shul and thus will see it. (Rama ibid.) 

8)  It is proper for there to be at least a minyan of 10 people in the Shul during the lighting of the menorah. If no 

minyan is present, though, many Poskim allow it to be lit with the brachos even without a Minyan. (See Biur 

Halacha Siman 671 Dibur hamaschil V'Yesh Nohagin L'Hadlik. According to some Poskim, including Shu"t Rav Pe'alim 

Siman 62, these 10 people may include women as well.). Some congregations have the custom to also light a 

Menorah in shul before Shacharis; this is done without any brachos being recited. (See pri Megadim; Aishel 

Avrohom, Siman 670:2 and Shu"t Binyan Shlomo Siman 53) 

9) A shul that has many minyanim for Ma'ariv should ideally put in enough oil, or use long enough candles, that 

the menorah should remain lit from after Mincha until after the final minyan for Ma'ariv. (Psak of HaRav Chaim 

Kanievsky Shlita quoted in Sefer Yemei Halel V'Hoda'ah page 299) 

10) When Rosh Chodesh Teves falls out on  Shabbos Chanukah the Birchas Hamazon is very lengthy, as 

"Retzei", "Ya'aleh V'Yavo" and " Al HaNisim" are added. If Al Hanisim is inadvertently omitted from Birchas 

Hamazon, it isn't repeated. If "Retzei" or "Yaaleh V'yavo" [in certain cases on Shabbos] is omitted, the 

Birchas  Hamazon is repeated. There is a dispute in the Poskim regarding one who omitted Al Hanisim (which 

doesn't necessitate repeating the Birchas hamazon) and also omitted Retzei (which does necessitate repeating 

the Birchas Hamazon). Some Poskim maintain that when you repeat the Birchas Hamazon you do not say Al Hanisim 

(Magen Avraham 188:13, Elya Rabbah, Shulchan Aruch Harav 188:4 and others) Others maintain that once you are 

repeating the Birchas Hamazon already, you need to also include the Al  Hanisim (Pri Megadim, Chayei Adam Klal 

154:39, Sha'ar HaTzion 188:21 and others) It is best to try and not to forget, as it isn't clear which of the above 

opinions the Halacha follows. (See also Shu"t Har Tzvi Orach Chaim Vol.1 Siman 54) 

11) Once the Chanukah Menorah is lit, there is no halachic obligation to sit by the candles for half an hour, or any 

length of time. As long as there is enough oil (or a long enough candle)  to burn for the right amount of time, you 

have satisfied the Mitzvah.  However, many people do indeed have a custom to sit by the Menorah for half an 

hour and learn, pray or sing Chanukah songs or otherwise occupy themselves with Chanukah 

related subjects,  and this is indeed a praiseworthy minhag. (See Mekor Chaim, from the Nesivos, Siman 672) 
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Now and then it's good to pause in our pursuit of happiness and just be happy 
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